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Salem Lutheran 
Church and School 

Jacksonville, IL 62650 | 217-243-3419 
salemjax.net | salemjaxschool.net 

 

May 2018 
Newsletter 

 
 
WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR: 
 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
On May 10th this year, the Church celebrates the Ascension of our 
Lord Jesus Christ as it has done for centuries. We will be having a 
service on that day at 7 pm. This year, we will be having our District 

President, Rev. Miller our guest preacher that evening. You are all invited to come. You 
might be thinking, “Why? I thought midweek services were only for Advent and Lent. 
Right?” In an article published by Lutheran Witness several years back Ascension was 
called the forgotten holiday. In Germany, it is a national holiday, but most probably don’t 
go to a church service, so it isn’t forgotten there. And yet, like here most people probably 
don’t take the time out to go to a church service. What is forgotten is the significance and 
once that departs, a holiday can lose its way and even completely fall out of the mind and 
piety of God’s people. That is what has happened with Ascension. It is important holiday 
for us Christians to celebrate. I have included excerpts from the LW article in this 
newsletter that shines light on the importance and significance of Ascension. I invite you 
to read it and I encourage you to come to church that evening to celebrate our Lord’s 
Ascension to the right hand of God our Father. Blessings to you as you continue to 
celebrate Easter and I hope to see you on May 10th at 7 pm. 
 
Excerpt from The Forgotten Holiday by Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver on May 3, 2010 in 
Lutheran Witness. 
…The importance of Christ’s ascension into heaven is the reason it is celebrated in the 
Church. The emphasis on the Ascension in the Church Year was so great, particularly in 
the 16th century, that it became a secular holiday and remains so in many European 
nations, e.g., Germany, the Netherlands, France, Switzerland, and the Nordic 
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countries…the Lutheran Church celebrated the Ascension to 
emphasize that Christ’s ascension to the right hand of the Father 
gave Him the power and authority to deliver exactly what He has 
promised—His body and His blood given for you and me to eat 
and to drink for the forgiveness of sins. His ascension into heaven 
marks not the distance of Christ from people but rather His 
nearness to us. While Christ may not be visible to us in His body, 
as He was to His disciples during His three-year ministry on earth, 
He is visible to us in the Sacraments, where He hides Himself 
behind the bread and the wine, but giving to us, as His words 
promise, His very body and blood. In the Lord’s Supper, Christ 

gives to us the very same body that ascended into heaven and now “sits at the right hand 
of the Father,” i.e., has all the authority in heaven and on earth. He gives us His body 
and His blood to strengthen our faith and to preserve us until He returns in glory, when 
all will see Him face to face. This Ascension Day, recall what Jesus accomplished for 
you. When He ascended into heaven, He received all authority in heaven and on earth 
so that He can draw near to you and deliver to you what He has promised. Recall how 
His ascension means that Jesus is not far from you, but so close that He puts His very 
body and blood into your mouth for the forgiveness of your sins. In the Lord’s Supper, 
Jesus draws closer to you than He was to the Virgin Mary when He dwelled in her womb. 
His ascension means He can do exactly what He promises. Indeed, the ascension of 
Christ into heaven marks one of the most important holidays in the church year.  
 
In Christ, Pastor Orr 
 
REMINDER: Please call the Church Office 243-3419 to let us know when you enter the 
hospital. 
 
NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: is May 15th. 
 
CHURCH CALENDAR SCHEDULING: Please check the Master Calendar located in the 
Church Office prior to scheduling events to avoid conflicts. 
 
UPDATE YOUR PHONE NUMBER WITH THE CHURCH OFFICE: Even if you have an 
unlisted number or a cell number, please give it to the church office so we can contact 
you. We will safeguard the privacy of your number. 
 
THANK YOU: I would like to thank the Adult Choir and the Handbell Choir for enhancing 
worship services for the past few months, especially during the Holy Week. I would also 
like the thank: Judy Reimer, Linda Lovecamp, and Maxine Lashmet. Salem has had the 
Handbell Choir for 40 years and they have played in this group all of those years. –Bruce 
Engebrecht. 

 
Illustration © Jozef 
Sedmak/Shutterstoc
k.com 
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GRAPEVINE 
May 2018: 

 
 
 

 
LWML DISTRICT CONVENTION:  Six of our Guild members will be attending the district 
convention in Bloomington-Normal on April 27 & 28.  Lucille Hannel and Rita Tendick will 
be our delegates.  Many thanks to everyone at Salem who graciously contributed to the 
convention’s “Gifts From the Heart” for the Orphan Grain Train—it will all be appreciated!  
Also, special thanks to Lauretta Scheller and Mary Anne Lawson for planning and making 
the banner representing our zone at convention—it’s wonderful! 
 
MAY LUNCHEON AND VISITS:  Our May luncheon combined with visiting the shut-ins 
from our congregation has been an annual event for some time.  This year’s date will be 
Monday, May 21.  If you are not a Guild member but would like to join us for the afternoon, 
please give Mary Anne Lawson a call (473-3976).  We’d love to have you with us for 
lunch and visiting those in our church family who aren’t able to be with us for worship. 
 
COFFEE HOUR IN JUNE:  The Guild will be hosting the Sunday coffee hour during the 
month of June.  Our volunteers are:  June 3—Lauretta Scheller, Monika Warcup, Judy 
Riemer & Lucille Hannel; June 10—Janell Hammond & Mary Anne Lawson; June 17—
Toni Hammond & Vickie Austin; June 24—Rita Tendick, Sharon DeLong, Ruth Werries 
& Donna Moody. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  Our next meeting will be in July, combined with a “Ladies’ Day Out 
Luncheon.”  As always, all women in our congregation are most welcome to join us for 
this Ladies’ Day Luncheon.  Please watch for the exact date and location in future News 
and Notes. 
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Run and Fitness Gram testing. Please 
continue to pray for our class and our 
entire school as the school year wraps 
up!   
 
GRADE SIX, SEVEN, & EIGHT: 
MS. CONNIE CHARLESWORTH 
As we head into the last five full weeks 
of school, excitement is building for end-
of-year activities, but we still have much 
to accomplish. The 8th Graders continue 
their preparation for tests on the federal 
and state constitutions, while 6th 
Graders continue working their way 
through maps of world regions. Both 
groups are perfecting their essay skills, 
beginning their third effort this week. 
Parents of students in Grades 6 and 8 
are reminded to monitor their student’s 
AR points to ensure they reach their 
goals no later than May 18. Students in 
Grades 4 and 5 continue their work on 
creative writing prompts, as they begin 
study of the Westward Movement. The 
8th Graders will travel by train to Chicago 
on May 3-5 to visit the museums, while 
plans are in the works for a class trip for 
all junior high students. 
 
GRADE SIX, SEVEN, & EIGHT: 
SCIENCE, ART, SPELLING & MATH 
MRS. MAUREEN BRADISH 
This month in Science we will be delving 
into the function of the heart. Students 
will be watching the actual live function 
of the heart and doing some research on 
how it functions. The human heart is 
amazing in that it has its own electrical 
system separate from the rest of the 
body. If the rest of the body stops it will 
keep working. God does amazing 

creations. We have studied about the 
first heart transplant. On Friday we will 
dissect the heart of a pig and see 
firsthand the different parts we have 
studied. After that students will be 
quizzed on the knowledge they have 
discovered about the human heart. I am 
sure the hands on dissection will be one 
of the highlights of the week. After the 
human heart will come the study of the 
kidney. This is near and dear to my 
heart, as my only son had a kidney 
transplant at the age of 16. I know that is 
the reason my two girls went into 
medicine. My youngest daughter 
married a surgeon who specializes in 
kidneys. God has the ultimate plan. In 
Art class we will explore the ancient art 
of quilling. This will be quite a project but 
I know they will love it. We will be quilling 
a surprise for our mothers. Mr. Bradish 
has been graciously teaching 
handwriting without tears to the 4-8 
graders. It has been a successful 
adventure. The students are writing 
letters to Westfair Christian Academy 
students. They now have become pen 
pals with students at their age levels. 
They really love it. He will continue to 
teach until the end of the year. We are 
very grateful for this time and talents. 
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THANK YOU: Thank you so very much for all of the donations for the Easter breakfast! 
Everyone enjoyed the great food and the wonderful fellowship. Your donations of the 
sweet treats and drinks are greatly appreciated. Thank you also to everyone who helped 
to set up and put away the tables and chairs, take out trash, and serve the food and 
drinks. We greatly appreciate all of the extra help in making Easter breakfast such a huge 
success. 
 
IN SYMPATHY: Betty Ann Sieving, passed away Wednesday, April 18, 2018 at Heritage 
Health in Jacksonville. Betty is survived by four children, Danny (Barbara) Sieving of 
Colorado Springs, CO, Vic (Eva) Sieving of Jacksonville, Mike (Kim) Sieving of 
Jacksonville and Chris Easter of Escondido, CA; eight grandchildren, Jim Nagaoka, 
Tiffany Sieving, Delaney Sieving, Ashley Sieving, Stephanie Sieving, Rosemary Sieving, 
Zachary Easter and Dyland Easter; and two great-grandchildren, Malakai and Cameron. 
She also is survived by one brother, Robert (Barbara) Gregory of Jacksonville; and two 
sisters, Pat Arnold of Hilton Head, South Carolina, and Beverly Hastings of Tuscola. One 
sister, Rosemary, preceded Betty in death in 1933. Her funeral service was held on 
Monday, April 23rd at Williamson Funeral Home, with burial at Oakland Cemetery in 
Meredosia. May the Lord comfort all who mourn the death of this loved one! 
 
THANK YOU: To Pastor Orr for officiating at our mother, Betty Sieving’s funeral and the 
many visits to her. Also, thank you to the Ladies Guild for the dinner after the funeral. –
The Family of Betty Sieving. 
 
BAPTISM & CONFIRMATION:  There were 2 children baptized and 1 adult in the March 
31st service.  Those who were baptized were:  Isabella Robinson, Sophia Robinson and 
Nicholas Glanzman May the Lord keep Isabella, Sophia and Nicholas in His grace unto 
life everlasting!  
 
TRANSFERS OUT:  The following have requested and has been approved by the Elders 
for transfers out:   Sloane Harper Harris, Nash Hunter Harris to Faith Lutheran Church of 
Bloomington, IN.  Wilson (Will) and Madeline Tomhave to Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church.  Lisa Dolen to Our Savior Lutheran Church in Springfield, IL.   
 
TRANSFER IN:  The following have requested and has been approved by the Elders for 
transfer in. Kirby Lawson from Christ Lutheran Church, Winchester, IL and Danielle 
Glanzman from Concordia Lutheran Church, Burlington, IA. 
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BABY ANNOUNCEMENT: Mr. & Mrs. Tyler Aring became parents of 
a baby boy, Tucker, Tuesday, April 29th in Springfield. Tucker is 7 lbs 
6 oz and 19 inches long. Grandparents are Kirby & Michelle Lawson 
and Ron & Lisa Aring. Great Grandmother is Martha Aring.

 
MAY 
BAPTISM 
ANNIVERSARY:  
 
 

LOVEKAMP, Linda…………………...5/1 
STRUBBE, Janet……………………..5/1 
STUCKER, Caquista…………………5/1 
DIETERLE, Christopher……………..5/3 
JANES, Jillian…………………………5/3 
SULLIVAN, Terrance………………...5/4 
OLDENETTEL, Michael……………..5/5 
BRADLEY, Stephanie………………..5/6 
MANKER, Nicholas…………………..5/7 
SCHONE, Betty………………………5/8 
BERRY, Dallas……………………….5/9 
OLDENETTEL, Lori…………………..5/9 
STAAKE, Roger………………………5/9 
THOMAS, Lillian……………………...5/9 
THOMAS, Mykenzie………………….5/9 

WINCHESTER, Vicki………………...5/9 
LOWERY, Richard………………….5/10 
WINKELMAN, Sandy……………….5/10 
FAIRFIELD, Ashley…………………5/11 
GARRETT, Karen…………………..5/12 
HINDS, Darlene……………………..5/12 
FERRIS, Alexandra…………………5/13 
MUSCH, Albert……………………...5/13 
LAWSON, Naomi…………………...5/14 
MCKEE, Olivia………………………5/14 
WALKER, Timothy………………….5/14 
BURGER, Sandy……………………5/15 
WATKINS, Margene………………..5/16 
ELMORE, Zacheriah………………..5/17 
ELMORE, Zion………………………5/17 
LUNA, Jayden……………………….5/17 
REEVES, Brandon………………….5/17 
THIES, Myka………………………...5/17 
DE FRISCO Jr., Raymond…………5/18 
MAGELITZ, Jennifer………………..5/18 
BLANCHETTE, Marilyn……………5/19 
COOLEY, Jonathan………………..5/19 
HART, Emily………………………...5/19 

WE ARE FAMILY--ONE IN CHRIST! 
 

MISSION: Through Word and Sacrament, Salem demonstrates our forgiveness in 
Christ by caring for each other as a spiritual family and by bringing others into our 
family. 
 
EXPECTATIONS FOR MEMBERS: 
1. Be faithful in worship and in reading the Scriptures 
2. Participate in Bible class and the various Salem event 
3. Greet each other before and after church 
4. Invite people to church with you 
5. Do good to others 
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GRADE ONE 
MS. MORGAN ZACHARY 
In Religion, the First Graders learned 
what happened after Jesus’ 
Resurrection when He first appeared to 
Mary Magdalene and the other followers 
proving He was the Savior who had 
been prophesied, the walk to Emmaus 
when the disciples saw Jesus, the 
glorious Ascension and Pentecost when 
God sent the Holy Spirit appearing as 
tongues of fire on the disciples. Then we 
round off the year with the Apostle Paul, 
Timothy and Tabitha also known as 
Dorcas. We certainly have learned 
about remarkable people that God used 
to further His kingdom here on earth. 
May we also be servants of God to 
further His kingdom. The first graders 
are working hard as they are almost 
second graders! We are looking forward 
to a few fun-filled field trips, field day, 
and awards night! Many blessings and 
beautiful weather, God is so good! 
 
GRADE TWO  
MRS. DEBORAH STEINACHER 
The class enjoyed getting ready for 
Easter. We did lots of different Easter 
activities to help them be better 
prepared for Easter. They really enjoyed 
filling Easter eggs with items that helped 
them to retell the Easter story. The 
activity is an excellent way for them to 
witness to others about Jesus as they 
read the narration and share the eggs 
with others. Now we are getting excited 
about the play, The Sound of Music. The 
students are excited about being in their 
costumes and performing for everyone. 
We have decorated the halls with lots of 

artwork. They have made several 
crosses in art using chalk, two tone 
pictures, and word shapes. They enjoy 
being able to decorate the school using 
their creative talents. 
 
GRADE THREE 
MRS. PATRICIA MANKER 
Third graders are fantastic! They have 
really shown responsibility and a depth 
of thinking. Curiosity has been evident!  
In math we have moved on to 3-D 
geometry and graphing. Next will be a 
look at fractions and multiplying two or 
three digits by one digit. Multiplication 
fact practice is continuing. We have 
looked at government and maps in 
social studies, researching landforms.  
Habitats are following our study of 
matter. This class is a group of readers, 
so our monthly library trips are a treat.  
Poetry is our focus in language. Every 
morning, we have devotions with a time 
for prayer and praise requests. These 
students live their faith! 
 
GRADE FOUR AND FIVE 
MRS. TRACY THRASHER 
Things are getting really busy here at 
Salem. We are still pushing through our 
regular school work, but also trying to 
add in some end of the year testing and 
activities. It is hard to believe that are in 
our last month of school! We have taken 
a field trip to Hadden Farms to further 
our learning with the Ag in the 
Classroom program. The students are 
looking forward to a field trip to the 
bowling alley to wrap up our bowling unit 
in PE as well as our end of the year field 
trip. We are also gearing up for our Mile 
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tweaked each year, based on the needs 
and levels of the children in the classes. 
(We don’t just watch them play). 
Evaluation takes much one-on-one time, 
within a busy classroom. It is work! This 
year Jane Henderson and I have been 
using a tool that takes some of the 
measurable tests and prints them out. 
However, as I have created tests for my 
classroom with this tool, I have found 
that there is no way to chart the qualities 
that can only be observed! Even more 
important, the testing for the Religious 
parts of our curriculum are only 
observed—and some don’t show 
themselves at school, just as the other 
grades find, also. These testing results 
are known by God, but the most 
important part of our ministry! Thank 
you, Salem, for providing for the 
instruction for God’s kingdom! 
 
KINDERGARTEN 
MRS. JANE HENDERSON 
The Kindergarten class learned about 
the events of Holy Week concerning 
Jesus’ death and resurrection and now 
will learn about doubting Thomas, the 
ascension of Jesus to heaven and when 
the Holy Spirit appeared as tongues of 
fire on the disciples. We remember our 
sick classmates and families daily in our 
group prayers. So many of these 
students daily do kind things for others 
and especially like to draw pictures and 
bless others with them. We enjoyed the 
entire Easter season with our families 
and classmates. We took a trip to 
Springfield to the Illinois State Museum, 
toured the Capital, and saw a Curious 
George play at the Sangamon State 

Auditorium. We will take a field trip to the 
Scott County Fairgrounds to learn 
“Where Does Our Food Come From?” 
We will “milk” a wooden cow, make 
butter, pet a sheep, goat and cow, then 
learn where we get our food, climb on 
the tractor and combine, see how a river 
is formed, learn about the food groups 
and more. We are learning addition facts 
in the first-grade math curriculum and 
are pretending to be the teacher and 
learning to grade our own math facts 
papers (which is a lot of fun)! In reading, 
we are reading word families and 
making puppets to go with the word 
families. We will plant green bean, 
marigold, and sunflower seeds in 
science, water them daily and watch 
them sprout and grow just like farmers 
do. In art, we will sculpt and paint zoo 
animals out of clay with Mr. Henderson 
who is a potter and will fire our animals 
in our school’s kiln. In PE, we are playing 
games with the parachute, doing yoga, 
playing kickball, t-ball and learning some 
dances. Three of our classmates:   
Isabela Antemate, Charlotte Briggs, and 
Bennett Schumacher will be honored at 
the Writing Talent Search Awards Night 
for writing stories and a poem that were 
chosen by the Regional Office of 
Education Office from the Central Illinois 
area. Thank you to all the children who 
entered. We are very thankful for the 
warmer weather of spring! Thank you to 
the congregation for supporting us with 
your prayers and the many volunteers 
that help in our classroom. We love extra 
helpers in the room.  
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HART, Jacob………………………..5/19 
HINDS, Randy………………………5/19 
PRATT, Shane……………………...5/19 
BUTLER, Cole………………………5/20 
BUTLER, Dale………………………5/20 
WARCUP, Allen……………………..5/20 
WIEGAND, Jay……………………...5/20 
CHAPPELL, Crystal………………...5/22 
DOYLE, Kelly………………………..5/22 
JARMAN, Elaine…..………………..5/22 
SHIREMAN, Andrew………………..5/22 
VALENTINE, Jacob………………...5/23 
BRUNE, Tim…………………………5/24 
COOLEY, Odin……………………...5/24 
HACKER, Tyler……………………..5/24 
COOLEY, Jackson………………….5/25 
DE FRISCO, Aiden…………………5/25 
DE FRISCO, Gemma………………5/25 
DE FRISCO, Peyton………………..5/25 
DEFORD, Casey……………………5/25 
MICHAELS, Brady………………….5/25 
SWEETIN, Aaliyah………………….5/25 
SWEETIN, Kiara…………………….5/25 
HANNANT, Brett……………………5/26 
HOLLENDONNER, Elizabeth……..5/26 
PHEBUS, Emily……………………..5/26 
MCCARTHY, Erin…………………..5/27 
TOLER, Jaymee…………………….5/27 
THIES, Meagan……………………..5/28 
WILLIAMS, Gene…………………...5/28 
BAKER, Larry……………………….5/29 
MURPHY, Lisa………………………5/29 
WARD, Kevin………………………..5/29 
MAGELITZ, Danny………………….5/30 
DAVIDSMEYER, Emrick…………...5/31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS: 
 
MONTH OF MAY ACTIVITIES: 
May 20- Graduation: 10:30am Service; 
Reception 9:00am in gym 
May 21- Field Day: pm; Volunteers 
needed! (Call Deborah Steinacher) 
May 21- Awards Night: 6:00pm in the 
gym 
May 23- Last Day of School: Chapel 
8:45 am; School dismissed after Chapel 
 
SALEM ADOPT-A-DAY: Make the day 
yours at Salem. For $100 or more 
reserve your day in memory of 
someone, a special day, or just make it 
your day. Your adopted day will be 
recognized and shared in newsletters, 
social media, e-sign, etc. Contact Matt 
Leischner at 248-1228 to Adopt-A-Day. 
 
ADOPT-A-DAY: In memory of David E. 
Robinson on April 15th, which was his 
birthday has been adopted by his family. 
 
ADOPT-A-DAY: We celebrate the 4th 
and 5th grade homeroom class on 
Friday, April 20. This class has done and 
learned so much this year! They have 
learned all of the 10 Commandments 
and their meanings. They have learned 
all 6 petitions of the Lord’s Prayer and 
what each one means. They have 
learned the 23rd Psalm, Luther’s 
Morning Prayer, and Luther’s Evening 
Prayer. This is a lot of information for the 
students to memorize and learn the 
Catechism meaning, but also reflect on 
what these things mean for their own 
lives. This class has also completed 
wonderful Science Fair projects. Those 
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projects took weeks of research and 
testing, and they were great!  This class 
has grown up and matured so much in 
this school year. These students have 
changed into responsible, respectful, 
mature young men and women. They 
are truly a great example of a Christian 
education! 
 
ADOPT-A-DAY: Stephanie Upton/Ryan 
Tendick Day is on May 15th. 
 
SCRIP NEWS: Just a reminder that the 
Scrip program runs all year, so you can 
take advantage of ordering your Scrip 
cards now. Contact Tina Hungerford 
(217-370-2159). 
 
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR 
PRESCHOOL CLASSES: Preschool 
registration for the 2018-2019 school 
year is open. Call the office if you have 
any questions, 243-3419. 
 
SAVE NOW ON REGISTRATION 
FEES! Registration is now open for 
2018-19 school year! Preschoolers may 
continue to enroll!  K-8 can take 
advantage of lower registration 
fees! Enroll before May 1st to save $50 
per child—pay only $180 per child! Call 
the office if you have any questions. 
 
DOORBELL DINNERS: We are in 
desperate need of volunteers during the 
week of: May 7th-11th. Please call Rita 
Tendick at 217-473-5017 to sign-up. 
 
ASCENTION SERVICE: Thursday, 
May 10, 7pm. The ascension of Jesus is 
the assurance that our resurrected and 
living Lord Jesus is at the right hand of 

His Heavenly Father always interceding 
for us, an ever present Help in every 
trouble! President Miller will be the guest 
speaker. 
 
TRHIVENT FINANCIAL CHRISTIAN 
DAY: You are invited to join Thrivent 
Financial for Christian Day at the 
Ballpark with the St. Louis Cardinals: 
Sunday, June 3rd at 1:15 pm game at 
Busch Stadium. Special Ticket Offer, 
purchase your tickets at 
Cardinals.com/Thrivent to receive 
tickets in the Left Field Pavilion for just 
$17. These tickets include a 
complimentary jumbo hotdog and soda 
and an invitation to the Thrivent 
Financial Pregame Party inside the 
stadium which includes refreshments, a 
service project, a meet and greet with 
former players and more! If you want to 
purchase more than 19 tickets at one 
time, please call Alex Stone at (314) 
345-9510, be sure to mention that you 
would like tickets in the “Thrivent Block” 
to receive that $17 price. 
 
VBS DIRECTOR: Jesus said let the little 
children come to me and do not hinder 
them. We have the opportunity to teach 
the love Jesus through VBS. Please 
pray for VBS. We are in need of 
someone to head up VBS. Please pray 
to see if the Holy Spirit is moving you to 
serve. VBS is a good opportunity to 
spread the word of God to little 
children. VBS is scheduled for June 11-
15. If the Holy Spirit moves you to serve, 
please call the church office. 
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OUR FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

WORK PROGRAM 
Fiscal Year 8/2017-7/2018 

(from 03/31/18 Treasurer's Report) 
CURRENT FINANCIAL 

INDEBTEDNESS 
7/31/17                                       3/31/18 

Farmers State Bank Line of Credit 
$53,397.07                           $37,574.76 

Internal Loan from Restricted 
$32,000.00                           $50,500.00 

New Church Building 
$764,468.71                       $770,342.30 
 
SCHOOL NEWS: 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
MRS. LISA ARING 
Ministry- Anyone who does not spend 
time in our school may not realize what 
it is for Salem to be a ministry. A school 
that focuses on ministry has many 
attributes that are different from our 
public and even private counterparts. It 
is common sense that our school 
teaches Religion as a subject. Salem is 
even different from some other private 
schools in that we teach from the 
Bible. We have a comprehensive 
curriculum that makes sure that our 
students are taught the Bible at their 
developmental levels. Even more than 
that, God is brought into Science, Social 
Studies, Reading, Writing, PE and even 
Math. Teachers are expected to 
integrate the faith into their lessons (that 
is something I train for and watch for 

during evaluations). It is not uncommon 
for our students to stop class to pray for 
others in need. The teachers pray for 
each other and for the school families, 
and they start the day with devotions. I 
pray with students, parents and teachers 
who come to my office. On top of all of 
this we care for our families. As I 
continually tell my teachers—we are 
“Jesus with skin on.” Every worker in the 
church has this responsibility for their 
words and actions. Some of our families 
have no Christian background and we 
are their only way to know what 
Christians are like. We have an 
enormous responsibility to lead them as 
Jesus would want. Sometimes, it may 
end up being to another church that their 
family is associated. We leave that in 
God’s hands. It is a wonderful thing to 
hear a parent say, “I can’t believe how 
much they are learning about the Bible.” 
That means that the message is 
spreading to others, (and my 
student)! Never under estimate the 
power of the Holy Spirit! This is ministry! 
 
PRESCHOOL 
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It is evaluation time in Preschool! This is 
a month-long process that can be fun 
and tedious. A big part of what is tested 
is observation. It takes lots of conscious 
practice with notes written as to how a 
child performs. There are no grades in 
preschool. Markings are all based on 
development and the fact that each child 
develops in their own way. That is the 
reason that there are many different 
activities that are provided for the 
children’s play. The activities are 


