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WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR: 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

We all desire as pious Christians (piety is good; Pietism is bad) 
the furtherance of God’s kingdom, and we certainly desire that this 
would happen in our own congregation at Salem. After all, isn’t this what 
we pray for in the Lord’s Prayer – “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done…”. But the furtherance of the kingdom and God’s will being done must begin in the 
home and in the hearts of every individual Christian first.  

In the past month, at a committee meeting and midweek bible study, I discussed 
Jesus’ ‘Sermon on the Mount’. Undoubtedly, you have heard portions of this sermon read 
during a church service or in your own reading, and most definitely portions of this sermon 
have been the subject of a pastor’s sermon that you have heard at some point in your 
life. But have you ever read the entire ‘Sermon on the Mount’ from beginning to end, and 
listened to it as if Jesus is preaching to you in particular. You can find the sermon in 
Matthew chapters 5, 6, and 7. The content of this sermon was likely preached by Jesus 
throughout his ministry as He travelled from town to town. This is Jesus’ own preaching, 
not someone else preaching on Jesus’ sermon, but His own words that came from His 
own mouth during His ministry. Think about what a treasure this is and how unfortunate 
it is that many Christians have never read it from beginning to end.    

St. Paul tells us this about the word of Jesus, “…faith comes from hearing, and 
hearing through the word of Christ.” Imagine what bountiful harvest of faith and the fruits 
of faith that would be reaped, if the church would devote itself to meditating on the 
Sermon on the Mount in our own homes on a weekly basis. Once a week, during supper 
or after supper, husbands and fathers read the whole thing from beginning to end to your 
family. If you are single, read it out loud to yourself. Meditate on it. Talk about it. Pray that 
you and your family and your church-family at Salem could and would live by Jesus’ 
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preaching. Then come to church hear Jesus’ word preached to you by his called-servant 
– your pastor, and receive Christ’s Body and Blood for the forgiveness of all your sins. In 
the Beatitudes (the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount), Christ says, “Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness for they shall be satisfied.” Let that be true 
of us in our homes and at church and let us start with Jesus’ ‘Sermon on the Mount’. 
In Christ, 
Pastor Orr 
 
Romans 10 (ESV) 
10 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be 
saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to 
knowledge. 3 For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish 
their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. 4 For Christ is the end of the law 
for righteousness to everyone who believes. 
5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person 
who does the commandments shall live by them. 6 But the righteousness based on faith 
says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ 
down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the 
dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 
confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will 
not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the 
same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For “everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is 
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 16 But they have 
not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard 
from us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 
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REMINDER: Please call the Office, 243-3419, to let us know when you enter the hospital. 
 
NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: is February 15th. 
 
CHURCH CALENDAR SCHEDULING: Please check the Master Calendar located in the 
Office prior to scheduling events to avoid conflicts. 

 
UPDATE YOUR PHONE NUMBER & ADDRESS WITH THE OFFICE: If you 
have changed addresses or telephone numbers, please let us know. 

 
IN SYMPATHY: Gertrude E. “Trudy” Gierke passed away on Friday, January 11, 2019 
in Avon, Indiana. Trudy is survived by her daughter, Sara (John) Krenzke; grandchildren, 
Anna (Brian) Snodgrass, Peter (Christine) Krenzke and Mark (Katy) Krenzke; great-
grandchildren, Maria and William Snodgrass, Elise, Greta, Hazel and Hilda Krenzke, and 
Owen Krenzke. Several nieces including Rosemary (Gary) Vortman, Judy (Rev. Fred) 
Riemer, Linda Lovekamp all of Jacksonville. Services of praise and thanksgiving were 
held on Jan. 18th in Avon. Burial was held at noon, Saturday, Jan. 19th at Memorial Lawn 
Cemetery in Jacksonville. May the Lord comfort all who mourn the death of this loved 
one! 
  
IN SYMPATHY: Carol Elaine Hursh passed away Sunday, January 13th at Lavender 
Ridge Memory Care in Jacksonville. She is survived by a brother, Wilbur Boehs; 
nephews, Anthony, Kenneth (Marilyn) and Alan Boehs; nieces, Diane Ryals, Elaine 
(Denise) Jarman, Kathy Brockhouse, Anna Hogan and Julie Likes. Services were held 
on Friday, January 18th at Ellinger-Kunz & Park Funeral Home. Burial at Trinity Cemetery 
in Bluffs. May the Lord comfort all who mourn the death of this loved one! 

WE ARE FAMILY--ONE IN CHRIST! 
 

MISSION: Through Word and Sacrament, Salem demonstrates our forgiveness in 
Christ by caring for each other as a spiritual family and by bringing others into our 
family. 
 
EXPECTATIONS FOR MEMBERS: 
1. Be faithful in worship and in reading the Scriptures 
2. Participate in Bible class and the various Salem events 
3. Greet each other before and after church 
4. Invite people to church with you 
5. Do good to others 
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THANK YOU: We would like to thank everyone for helping to make the “Happy Birthday 
Jesus birthday party” happen. We would especially like to thank Pastor Reimer for 
presenting the Christmas Story. Paul Reither for leading the Carol Singing, Bruce 
Engebrecht for playing the piano, Carleen Magelitz, Melinda Vortman for decorating, 
serving the cake and punch. -The Christian Ed Committee 
 
THANK YOU: The Ladies Guild sends out a big THANK YOU to all the bakers and candy 
makers of the congregation that made our annual cookie walk a success. We also thank 
all the non-guild members who assisted in set up and clean up. We are especially 
appreciative of all the men who were our official cookie tasters and table movers. All 
these efforts raised $1800 (wow!) for our three mission projects – Lutheran World Relief 
Disaster Relief, our boiler project, and support of our seminary student, Vicar Gino 
Marchetti, currently serving in Beardstown. Thrivent grants defrayed supply expenses for 
the guild to realize a greater net profit. 
 
THANK YOU: everyone for your prayers, cards, text messages, phone calls, and food. 
Your concerns and prayers were greatly appreciated. God’s blessings to you all. 
Rosemary Vortman 
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     BAPTISM 
ANNIVERSARY 

 
HILSABECK, Matthew ...................... 2/1 
KORDING, Karis ............................... 2/1 
LEINBERGER II, David ..................... 2/1 
MURPHY, Olivia ................................ 2/1 
VORTMAN, Kolina ............................ 2/1 
VORTMAN, Melinda .......................... 2/1 
SURRATT, Jenna .............................. 2/2 
CHUMLEY, Kylie ............................... 2/3 
EDWARDS, Ryan .............................. 2/3 
HADDEN, Lukas ................................ 2/3 
HAMMOND, Toni .............................. 2/3 
MOODY Jr., Ken ............................... 2/4 
HAMMOND, Janell ............................ 2/5 
RUNYON, Scott ................................. 2/5 
STINSON, Calvin .............................. 2/5 
STURGEON, Callie ........................... 2/5 
WALLACE, Marley ............................ 2/5 
SCHAEFER, Steve ............................ 2/6 

SCOBBIE, Steven ............................. 2/6 
WANKEL, Ashley .............................. 2/7 
WANKEL, Brooke .............................. 2/7 
HADDEN, Meghan ............................ 2/8 
PHELPS, Dylan ................................. 2/8 
RIEMER, Frederick ........................... 2/8 
SPRADLIN, Robert  ........................... 2/8 
SPRADLIN, Vivian  ............................ 2/8 
BLANCHETTE, Daniel ...................... 2/9 
MASCHHOFF, Robert  ...................... 2/9 
JARMAN, Del .................................. 2/10 
SALCIDO, Elaina  ............................ 2/10 
SIEVING, Rosemary ....................... 2/11 
TURNER, Jo  ................................... 2/12 
HANNEL, Brandon .......................... 2/13 
WILSON, Brenda  ............................ 2/13 
SCHUMACHER, Millie .................... 2/14 
VANHYNING, Ashley ...................... 2/14 
ROEGGE, Trudy ............................. 2/15 
THORNLEY, Ethan ......................... 2/16 
THORNLEY, Sarah ......................... 2/16 
MCQUILLAN, Emily ......................... 2/17 
LOWERY, Michael .......................... 2/18 
NYBERG, Katie ............................... 2/18 
WILSON, Jacob ............................... 2/18 
MIDDENDORF, Daniel .................... 2/19 
SCOBBIE, Betsy ............................. 2/19 
PETERSON, Maci ........................... 2/20 
PHELPS, Jim ................................... 2/20 
KORDING, Jakob ............................ 2/21 
POCKLINGTON, Kendell ................ 2/24 
SIEVING, Michael ........................... 2/24 
THIES, Melvin ................................. 2/25 
CROW, Vickie ................................. 2/26 
PRATT, Veronica ............................ 2/26 
ZENTZ, Dalilah ................................ 2/26 
GINDER, Kerry ................................ 2/28 
HOOD, Caden …………………….. 2/28 
VORTMAN, Rosemary …………… 2/28 

 

TRANSFERS OUT: NONE 
TRANSFERS IN: NONE 
BAPTISMS: NONE 
RELEASED: 
Kent, Shelly Hannant 
Cole Butler 
Mike, Lori, Kellon, Beckham Oldenettel 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  NONE 
ADULT CONFIRMATION:  NONE 
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE: 
Pre-K   20 
Kindergarten               6 
1st & 2nd                        11 
3rd & 4th                         11 
5th, 6th, & 7th                  17 
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CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 
 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: There 
is a Congregational Meeting scheduled 
for Sunday, February 3rd at 1:30 pm. 
Please plan to attend. 
 
VIEWING OF THE PROPOSED NEW 
CONSTITUTION: The congregation 
may review the proposed new 
Constitution and By-Laws on the church 
website, additionally, members may 
take one of the printed copies home for 
review and return to the office. Any 
questions or need any additional 
information, please see Marty Austin. 
 
SCRIPT CARDS: Scrip cards are a 
great way to support the school. If you 
are interested, please contact Tina 
Hungerford at (217) 370-2159. 
 
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP GROUP: will be 
meeting on Saturdays weekly at 8:30 
am. Please plan on attending. 
 
MUSICAL INFO!! The musical Peter 
Pan Jr. is still moving forward. We are 
keeping everything in terms of casting 
and performance dates the same. Our 
new director will be Mr. Kurt Beckmann. 
He is a parent here at Salem with 
extensive background in theater and 
should allow us to keep the momentum 
into this spring. A rehearsal schedule will 
be coming soon along with other details 
for parent volunteers and helpers. 
 
 
 

LENTEN SUPPERS: If you have a 
group, committee or volunteers which 
would like to provide a meal during Lent, 
please contact the office.  
 
GIFT FROM AN ESTATE: Salem 
Lutheran Church has been blessed with 
a gift from the Estate of Marjorie E. 
Krone. The gift we received was in the 
amount of $233,333.33. Within her Will, 
she bequeathed the money as a 
memorial to the Krone family, with the 
stipulation that the income only be used 
as said Governing body deems fit. The 
Finance Committee has invested the 
money as per the instructions within her 
Will, only the interest will be able to be 
used.  
 
DEMOLITION OF HOUSES: The 
demolition of the last house happened 
this last month. Both houses now have 
been demolished.  
 
SALEM FOOD BANK: Volunteers are 
needed to facilitate the design and re-
organization of the Salem Food Bank. 
This vital service, provided by the 
Church, is seeking people to assist 
those persons who are in need of 
additional food often due to 
unemployment, loss of financial support, 
or illness. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact Karen 
Engebrecht at karenengebrecht1@gm 
ail.com or call: 361.522-8585. Thank 
you. 
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PRC BABY BOTTLE DRIVE: The 
Pregnancy Resource Center has started 
their Baby Bottle Drive. The drive begins 
on Sanctity of Life Sunday, January 20th 
and ends on February 24th. There are 
Baby Bottles out in the Narthex, please 
take one home, put it in a prominent 
place and throw your spare change into 
it for the next six weeks. Please return 
your filled Baby Bottle to the office. 
Thanking you in advance for your 
participation.  
 
SALEM PTL: The Salem PTL will be 
sponsoring a Spaghetti Supper on 
Friday, February 8th from 5:00 pm to 
6:30 pm. We are currently looking for 
desert donations, such as Pies and 
Cakes. If you would be interested in 
donating, please contact Cathy Kollman 
(217) 371-9342 or Kelli Beckmann (660) 
234-5097. This money made from this 
fundraiser will be used for Basketball 
Warm-ups and the remainder going to 
the Boiler. 
 
ORGANIZATIONAL VBS MEETING: 
There will be an organizational meeting 
for the 2019 Vacation Bible School on 
February 10th at 1:00 pm. This meeting 
will be the ground floor meeting, with lots 
of decisions to be made. We are in need 
of all volunteers that would be willing to 
help. If you have any questions, please 
call Melinda Vortman at (217) 491-7610. 
 
ALTAR GUILD MEETING: The Altar 
Guild Meeting will be held on Sat. Feb. 
16th at 10:30 am here at Salem. All Altar 
Guild members and perspective 
members, please plan on attending. 

WORLD RELIEF BLANKETS: The 
ladies will be working on World Relief 
Blankets at St. Paul’s Church in 
Arenzville on February 28th. If you 
would like a ride, please call Janell at 
883-1940. 
 
PANCAKE AND SAUSAGE 
BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER: Sunday, 
March 3rd, 2019, 9:00am-
12:30pm. This event is the beginning of 
Lutheran Schools Week and is being 
sponsored by the teaching staff of 
Salem. The goodwill offering will go 
towards school needs. Donations of 
Pancake Ready Mix, syrup, squeeze 
butter, PAM spray, orange juice, and 
milk would be greatly 
appreciated. Please bring your items to 
the Annex Conference Room March 1st-
2nd. Bring your family and friends and 
enjoy lots of good food and wonderful 
fellowship. 
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SCHOOL NEWS: 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 
MR. ENOCH PETERSEN 
January never seems to disappoint in 
central Illinois when it comes to weather. 
My prayer is that everyone stay safe and 
healthy during this “dark time” of the 
year. Thank you for your partnership in 
this important endeavor that God has 
placed in our hands, namely, training up 

children to be strong men and women of 
faith. In fact, Salem has been doing it for 
160 years! We have been a blessing to 
the Jacksonville community for so long 
and, Lord willing, will continue to be a 
shining light in a dark world for many 
years to come. We are always working 
to improve the learning environment 
and the outcomes we hope our students 
will achieve. Grades from last semester 
have come out and we hope to see 
continued growth during this new 
semester. 
The learning process never ends for 
any of us, it simply changes as we 
progress on our journey with the Lord 
through life. As we strive to create in our 
children a deeper understanding of the 
truth, we are constantly bombarded by 
the rest of the world around us telling us 
things that aren’t necessarily or 
completely true. It’s important for us to 
be able to discern the all-important 
answer that even Pilate was trying to 
understand during Jesus’ trial “What is 
truth?” Little did he know that he was 
standing face to face with “The Truth”. 
We are working to focus a discussion 
about careers, college and what we 
need to do to prepare our students for 
the future, what society says and what is 
true about our students and how they 
should be prepared for their future aren’t 
necessarily the same. We know that the 
success of our children in a nurturing 
and Christ-centered environment is 
Salem Lutheran School’s primary goal. 
Thank you for continuing to make that a 
reality. 
 
 

        

 
 

OUR FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
WORK PROGRAM 

Fiscal Year 8/2018-7/2019 
(from 12/31/18 Treasurer's Report) 

CURRENT FINANCIAL 
INDEBTEDNESS 

7/31/18                                      12/31/18 
Farmers State Bank Line of Credit 

$123,055.51                          $140,598.83 
Internal Loan from Restricted 

$52,272.40                           $63,272.00 
New Church Building 

$725,543.88                       $888,004.99 
 

Financial Status Report for December, 2018 
Our total operating needs monthly:          $ 68,221.17 
Our operating receipts December, 2018:  $104,928.39 
Our total operating needs YTD:               $341,105.83 
Our total operating receipts YTD:            $293,715.56 
Our Shortfall or Excess:                $ 39,522.21 
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PRESCHOOL 
MRS. SHARON BREMER 
Well, January certainly has been 
eventful! I sure pray that February is 
kinder to us and warmer. Both the 3-
year-old class and the 4s and 5s have 
been busy with assessment testing, 
construction night, and snow/ice days! 
Brrr! Hopefully, the ice and snow days 
lessen or even stop. February is getting 
closer each day. Valentine's Day will be 
celebrated by the 3-year-old class on the 
morning of Thursday, February 14th 
while the 4- and 5-year-old class will 
have their party on Wednesday, 
February 13th. Updates and notes will 
be sent at a later time. On February 
22nd both classes will be visiting the 
FFA Petting Zoo at JHS. If 
anyone would be able to help drive that 
day please let me know. Appropriately 
we are currently studying snow, water, 
and ice. Originally I was worried about it 
because when I scheduled this week we 
still had such warm temperatures. Some 
of the children even questioned me 
about putting up snowmen because we 
were done with them. The 4s and 5s will 
be working on the letters k, e, h, r, and 
m while the 3s work on f, g, h, i and j. 
Stay warm and healthy everyone! 
 
KINDERGARTEN 
MRS. JANE HENDERSON 
The Kindergarten class has been 
learning about Jesus’ Baptism, Jesus 
calling his disciples and the first miracles 
He performed. Mrs. Henderson will turn 
water into “wine” but will share her trick 
with us, but we know that Jesus 
miraculously turned water into wine and 

so many amazing miracles because He 
was God. We are reciting the Apostle’s 
Creed daily now. We are reading a lot of 
Accelerated Reading books and taking 
quizzes galore with our Reading 
Buddies from the 5th-7th Grades on the 
iPads. January 30th (unless we have 
more snow days) will mark the 100th 
Day of School (already!) so we will make 
posters featuring 100 items and hang 
them in the hall. Please come and see 
them outside of the Kindergarten 
classroom. We will be going to the 
Petting Zoo at Jacksonville High School 
sponsored by the FFA. February is 
Dental Health Month, so we will learn 
how to take care of our teeth even 
though we seem to be losing baby teeth 
every other day. We enjoy bringing 
something special for Show and Tell 
every week to share with our 
classmates. We look forward to our 
Valentine’s Day Party and National 
Lutheran Schools Week which is March 
3-8. Grandparents’ Day is on March 8 
when we will welcome our grandparents 
to attend chapel with us and join us for 
activities in the gym. Hope to see you 
there! 
 
GRADE ONE & TWO  
MRS. DEBORAH STEINACHER 
Wow! We are half way through another 
school year and we have already 
learned so much. We write every day in 
the classroom. We begin the day by 
writing in our journals. Later in the day 
we compose our own stories. Our 
stories range widely. The students have 
written poems, fantasy, personal stories, 
and even nonfiction. They work daily 
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with telling time, counting money, and 
even memorizing their multiplication 
facts. In Religion, we have learned about 
how God has made the world and 
everything in it, about baby Jesus in the 
stable, and some of the many miracles 
of Jesus. They always look forward to art 
on Friday. In Art, we show our creativity 
through a variety of media. The students 
enjoy using markers, crayons, paints, 
wall paper, foil, and a variety of other 
media to create their art. One of their 
favorite parts of the day is singing Jesus 
songs. They enjoy showing their love for 
Jesus in their writing, artwork, and by 
using their voices. Thank you for your 
support of our children at Salem. 
 
GRADE THREE & FOUR 
MRS. CARRIE BECK 
In third and fourth grade we had the 
honor of going caroling to others. The 
kids also did a great job of supplying for 
their angel. The kids had their program 
a few days before Christmas and they 
did a wonderful job of telling “The 
Christmas Story.” In Reading, before we 
left we were also able to learn a readers 
theater about Jesus Birth. They had a 
great time. We have also learned more 
about expository text in reading. 
In Math, the third grade have been 
estimating. They have also been 
learning about fractions and what the 
numerator and denominator are. The 
fourth graders have been working with 
fractions but they are comparing using 
decimals. In Language Arts, fourth 
graders have been working with verbs. 
They have learned about action verbs 
and the tenses (past, present, and 

future). The third graders have been 
working with possessive nouns along 
with verbs. In Social Studies, we have 
been discussing “A New Nation”. They 
have been discussing Independence, 
The American Revolution, and a new 
constitution. 
 
GRADE FIVE, SIX, & SEVEN 
MORNING 
MRS. JOYCE SURRATT 
All the students did a wonderful job 
performing at the Christmas Program. 
God bless them! The students sang at 
several nursing homes in December. It 
was heart warming to see the residents 
singing along! It was a wondrous way to 
spread God's love. The 7th grade has 
been blessed with a new student, 
Helena Lund. It is wonderful to see the 
other students welcome her to Salem! 
Have a wonderful winter! Stay safe! 
 
GRADE FIVE, SIX, & SEVEN 
AFTERNOON 
MR. ENOCH PETERSEN 
We continue working with and growing 
discerning, critical thinking young adults. 
7th grade Math will have a test 
(depending on weather) at the end of 
this week or early next week. Science 
has been studying the Digestive System 
and will then move into the Circulatory 
System. The final drafts of topic papers 
are being turned in and we are preparing 
to move into a new writing area 
“critique”. Thanks again for supporting 
the children of SLS so that they can grow 
in the Salem way. 
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Listen to Lutheran Talk Radio at issuesetc.org. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Listen to Daily Chapel service at 9:00 am at http://www.ctsfw.edu/daily-chapel/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Springfield / Decatur - Sunday 7:30 am - WCIX/My Net 49 
 

Watch online at https://vimeo.com/channels/worshipprograms 

http://www.ctsfw.edu/daily-chapel/
https://vimeo.com/channels/worshipprograms


12 
 
Jacksonville, IL 62650 
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