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WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR: 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  We have a treasure that cannot be 
quantified in human terms – the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  He is the very 
fount of wisdom and the gate of heaven.  This Gospel has been 
committed to the Church to be proclaimed to the world and for Salem’s 
part – Jacksonville and the surrounding area.  We are commissioned 

to make disciples through Baptism and teaching Christ’s life, word, and work.  This 
congregation has been actively engaged in this from its founding by carrying on the 
Lutheran tradition of operating a school for the instruction of our children.  But also we 
offer this instruction to those in the community desiring that their children receive a 
Christian education in the Lutheran tradition.   
The public school system has failed, and has become what Luther warned it would 
become when he said, “I am much afraid that the schools will prove the very gates of 
hell, unless they diligently labor in explaining the Holy Scriptures, and engraving them in 
the hearts of youth. I advise no one to place his child where the scriptures do not reign 
paramount. Every institution in which means are not unceasingly occupied with the Word 
of God must be corrupt.”  In the public schools, our children are being indoctrinated into 
the prevailing godlessness of Cultural Marxism.  This has a profound effect on our 
children remaining Christians as adults.  For this reason, many parents are just pulling 
their children out of the public schools and opting to homeschool their children and never 
consider sending them to a Christian school and many would love to but the cost is 
prohibitive for them.  Other parents don’t even realize that leftist social agenda is being 
taught.  The public schools are ‘free’ so they just send them.    We need to educate the 
community that we are here and that a Lutheran education is of great value. 
There are other problems too. Some parents let their children decide where they will 
attend school.  A child is not equipped to make such a decision.  Also, a parent should 
never abdicate their God-given responsibility to see that their children are properly 
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educated not only in subjects for this world but also for the world to come.  Proverbs 22:6 
reads, “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart 
from it.”  Then we have the problem of sports.  Some move their children out of Salem 
and into the public schools for sports.  But if we kept our children at Salem, then Salem 
would have some of the best sports teams in town.  (Side note: the public school system 
is socialistic and sports that are paid for by tax dollars are also socialistic.  If you want 
your property tax bill to go down, end taxpayer subsidies for sports in schools.  All sports 
should be voluntary clubs paid for by the participants.)  
I agree with Luther’s advice that ‘no one should place his child where the scriptures do 
not reign paramount.’  Parents and Grandparents I encourage you to consider sending 
your children to school here at Salem.  As a congregation, we need to do everything 
possible for our member children to come to Salem so that they can receive a Christian 
education.  We need to get the word out about our school.  We need to continue to make 
the school a priority for our congregation as we seek to carry out Christ’s work on earth.  
We need to continue to give so that people who want to come but cannot afford it are 
able to come – member or non-member. 
In spite of much misinformation and challenges, the Elders have been working hard to 
ensure the future of our school.  The Elders realizing we need to have our staff in place 
in order to keep enrollment up, went to work searching for staff that are committed to 
Christ, to Salem and to Lutheran Education.  We have a very experienced pre-school 
teacher, Sharon Bremer.  Jane Henderson will be teaching Kindergarten.  Deborah 
Steinacher will be teaching 1st and 2nd grades, Caroline Beck and Maureen Bradish will 
be teaching the 5th through 7th which will be departmentalized.  I will likely be teaching 
History/Geography and Christian Doctrine.  At the writing of this article Mrs. Alicia Klug 
has been offered the position of 3rd and 4th grade teacher and principal.  She will be 
visiting and hopefully she will be accepting the position.   With this excellent staff and 
enrollment continuing, we should all be very hopeful for the future of our school.  The 
heart and soul of everything that we do hear at Salem is the Gospel, and I am confident 
that this staff will make that the priority in their classrooms.  For my part, it is my intention 
that School Chapel be held every day and this is not just for the children but for all 
members of Salem as well. 
We have much to be thankful for as a Church and School.  Our students are absolutely 
wonderful and it is our heartfelt desire that all would continue to attend here in the future.  
Please consider coming to Mrs. Aring’s farewell reception on June 3rd from 2 to 4 pm.  
She dedicated 30 years of her life to teaching children about Christ here at Salem.  Thank 
you Lisa for your years of service to Christ and to Salem.  Godspeed as you follow God’s 
call to serve him at St. John’s in Seward. 
Enjoy your summer, pray for our school ministry and trust God’s will for our future  
 
 In Christ, 
  
Pastor Orr 
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GRAPEVINE 
JUNE 2018: 

 
 

 
 
LWML CID Convention:  Our Salem Ladies Guild was well represented at the 
District Convention by  Lucille Hannel and Rita Tendick as delegates; additionally 
attending were Janell and Toni Hammond, Judy and Fred Riemer, and Vickie Austin.  
The banner from the Jacksonville Zone was designed and fashioned by Lauretta 
Scheller and Mary Anne Lawson. 
 
The following mission grants were approved during the convention:  Student Aid for 
Church Workers - $30,000;  Camp CILCA Christian Growth Center - $15,000;  Food 
Banks Fort Wayne & St. Louis Seminaries - $10,000;  Removing Barriers (Camp 
CILCA) - $12,000;  Deaconess Kim Bueltmann – Refugee Outreach Facilitator - 
$4,250.  Our district is truly blessed to be able to support these mission projects. 
 
COFFEE HOUR:  The Guild will host the Sunday coffee hours during June.  Volunteers 
will be:  June 3:  Lauretta Scheller, Monika Warcup, Judy Riemer & Lucille Hannel;  June 
10:  Janell Hammond, Mary Anne Lawson, Mary Krause & Vickie Austin; June 17:  Toni 
Hammond, Elaine Jarman, Joyce McDade & Betty Schone; June 24:  Rita Tendick, 

Sharon DeLong, Ruth Werries & Donna Moody.   
 
JUNE IN-GATHERING:  The Guild’s summer in-gathering for the St. Louis Seminary 
food bank will begin in June.  Co-chairs for our project are Sharon DeLong and Mary 
Krause.  Details will be forthcoming in News & Notes.   

 
LADIES’ LUNCH OUT:  Our summer “Lunch Out” will be Tuesday, July 17, at 12 noon 
at Evandy’s Restaurant in Naples.  As always, all ladies of the congregation are invited 
to join us for a wonderful meal and a time for fellowship.  Please give Vickie Austin a call 
(370-0414 or 478-2015) if you can join us.  
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funding law that passed the Illinois 
General Assembly last year.   
 
GRADE SIX, SEVEN, & EIGHT: 
SCIENCE, ART, SPELLING & MATH 

 
 
 

MRS. MAUREEN BRADISH 
 
THINGS TO CELEBRATE: 
*We were a part of a great Science Fair. 
*We have learned how to write great 
 persuasive, expository, and narrative 
 paragraphs that make our teacher proud. 
*We have accomplished quilling, an  
ancient art of paper rolling in Art class. 
*We had an incredible Rock unit 
With many hands-on experiences. 
*We had one our students, David Orr, 
submit to the Jacksonville Journal Courier 
an essay For Dedications to Mom contest.  
David placed 2nd.  Congratulations! 
*We have gone leaps and bounds in typing 
 tutor.  This has helped us in all our research 
 papers.  *We had a great unit on Volcanoes 
 and made exploding ones ourselves. 
*We have learned how to use the Chrome books  
with great efficiently. 
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REMINDER: Please call the Church Office 243-3419 to let us know when you enter the 
hospital. 
 
NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: is July 15th. 
 

CHURCH CALENDAR SCHEDULING: Please check the Master Calendar 
located in the Office prior to scheduling events to avoid conflicts. 
 
UPDATE YOUR PHONE NUMBER WITH THE CHURCH OFFICE: Even if 
you have an unlisted number or a cell number, please give it to the church 

office so we can contact you. We will safeguard the privacy of your number. 

 
IN SYMPATHY:   Raymond F. Duewer, passed away Sunday, May 6, 2018 at Heritage 
Health in Jacksonville. Raymond is survived by his wife, Dorothy Williamson Duewer, his 
children, Cathy (Roger) Ward, Pat (Jim) Whalen, Rich (Teri) Duewer and Carol (Doug) 
Conrady; 10 grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, and two nieces, Rosemary (Stan) 
Jones and Dr. Deborah (Jim Martin) Hayes. He was preceded in death by his parents 
and one sister, Dorothy Hayes. His funeral service was held Saturday, May 12th, 2018 
at Christ Lutheran Church in Waverly with burial at Luken Cemetery near Waverly.  May 
the Lord comfort all who mourn the death of this loved one! 
 
IN SYMPATHY:   Parker R. Oldenettel passed away as a result of a motorcycle accident 
Sunday night May 20th  in Ohio.  He is survived by his mother, Janet O’Connell; his father, 
Michael D. (wife Lori Large) Oldenettel, four brothers  Nash Oldenettel, Owen Daniels, 
Kellon Oldenettel and Beckham Oldenettel.  Visitation will be Tuesday, May 30th from 4 

WE ARE FAMILY--ONE IN CHRIST! 
 

MISSION: Through Word and Sacrament, Salem demonstrates our forgiveness in 
Christ by caring for each other as a spiritual family and by bringing others into our 
family. 
 
EXPECTATIONS FOR MEMBERS: 
1. Be faithful in worship and in reading the Scriptures 
2. Participate in Bible class and the various Salem event 
3. Greet each other before and after church 
4. Invite people to church with you 
5. Do good to others 
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to 7 at Buchanan Cody Funeral Home with services on  Wednesday, May 31st at 10:30 
am at Lincoln Avenue Baptist Church.  May the Lord comfort all who mourn the death of 
this loved one! 
 
IN SYMPATHY:   Matthew Moeller passed away as a result of a car accident Sunday, 
May 20th .  He is survived by his parents, Mike and Arminda Vasconcellos Moeller, his 
wife Cheryl Miller Moeller, one brother, Mark (Michelle) Moeller, and his maternal 
grandmother, Marietta Vasconcellos all of Jacksonville.  A Memorial service was held on 
Friday, May 25th at Williamson Funeral Home.  May the Lord comfort all who mourn the 
death of this loved one!   
 
CONGRATULIONS:  Lauren Hadden daughter of Gary and Lisa Hadden graduated, May 
13th from the University of Illinois with a Bachelor of Science degree.  Congratulations 
and Best Wishes. 
 
THE IMPORTANCE OF TEACHING HYMNS TO CHILDREN: Christianity is not a 
simple thing. As church musicians, we understand this and strive to use our music to 
help teach doctrine in all of its complexities and subtleties to congregants both young 
and old. In fact, what better way to prepare and teach our young people than by 
teaching them robust, doctrine-filled hymns? 
As Lutheran schools around the country wind down at summer’s approach, students 
and teachers will be looking forward to the final chapel service of the year. These 
services may vary, and I cannot speak to every school and every chapel. But I can 
tell you one thing: the children at a certain Lutheran school on the East coast will be 
singing hymns. In fact, they will sing all six stanzas of the hymn “Jesus, Priceless 
Treasure” (LSB 743)—from memory.  
They Can Do It! 
Take a look at the text of “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”. The language is slightly archaic 
and the concepts touched on are often serious and frightening. Yet an entire class of 
four- and five-year-olds memorized all six stanzas nearly better than I did. And not 
only did they and their schoolmates in older grades memorize it, but they also 
understand much of what it is saying and reflect that in their singing. They vehemently 
defy Satan in stanza 3 (so much so that I often have to ask them to tone it down a 
little) and let loose in their demonstration of a shaking earth, quaking hearts, lightning 
flashes, and thunder crashes in stanza 2. One class even drops their volume level 
by half in stanza 3 at the words “silent, bow before Him”. Stanzas that begins with 
the word “Hence!” cannot be missed when these children sing it. 
And furthermore, in addition to memorizing and understanding the hymn, these 
students all thoroughly enjoy singing it. They often break out singing “Jesus, 
Priceless Treasure” at recess or while papers are being handed out in class. They 
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and myself to a different school for the 
upcoming school year. God’s blessings 
on Salem and well wishes for the next 
school year.   
 
4th/5th  Grade Celebrations 
*Students learned 42 different memory 
verses, including the Lord’s Prayer and 
Meaning, The Sacrament of Baptism, 
and the Office of the Keys. 
*Students earned 2,568.4 points on 
Accelerated Reader. 
*Students bought gifts for 2 children 
from the Salvation Army Angel Tree. 
*Students matured and grew 
academically leaps and bounds this 
year.   
 
GRADE SIX, SEVEN, & EIGHT: 
MS. CONNIE CHARLESWORTH 
As I look back over the course of the 
2017-2018 school year, I see many 
causes for celebration.  First, I am 
pleased that Mrs. Bradish and I have 
offered the students in Grades 6 and 8 a 
challenging curriculum, particularly in 
the areas of history, geography, writing 
and science.  I am also proud that, 
following an intensive writing unit this 
spring, they can now write a well-
developed five-paragraph essay.  Our 
students are caring individuals of faith, 
as evidenced by their sincere morning 
and afternoon prayer requests.  In my 
entire teaching career of 32 years, I 
have never served with a finer faculty.  
These women are smart, caring and 
hardworking, and I am grateful for all the 
things I have learned from my sister 
teachers here.  It has been a privilege to 
serve the children and families of Salem 

and I will always treasure the friendships 
I have made here.   
 
THINGS TO CELEBRATE:  
*As I look back over the course of the 
2017-2018 school year, I see many 
causes for celebration.  First, I am 
pleased that Mrs. Bradish and I have 
offered the students in Grades 6 and 8 a 
challenging curriculum, particularly in 
the areas of history, geography, writing 
and science.  
 *I am also proud that, following an 
intensive writing unit this spring, they 
can now write a well-developed five-
paragraph essay.   
*Our students are caring individuals of 
faith, as evidenced by their sincere 
morning and afternoon prayer 
requests.   
*In my entire teaching career of 32 
years, I have never served with a finer 
faculty.  These women are smart, caring 
and hardworking, and I am grateful for 
all the things I have learned from my 
sister teachers here.   
*It has been a privilege to serve the 
children and families of Salem and I will 
always treasure the friendships I have 
made here.   
*Salem is now a Recognized Non-Public 
School by the State of Illinois.  To attain 
this recognition we had to demonstrate 
that we  follow the laws regarding 
administration, personnel, curriculum 
and life/health/safety that are followed 
by the public schools.  This is important 
because donors of scholarship money 
can now claim tax deductions for their 
gifts.  This is part of the new school 
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learn about Jesus all day long. What a 
blessing our school is! 
 
SECOND GRADE THINGS TO 
CELEBRATE 
- The second grade students wrote, 
edited, published, and compiled over 25 
different pieces of writing             including 
poetry, essays, personal narratives, 
fantasy stories, and non-fiction pieces. 
- Each student can use the iPad 
efficiently by opening and saving their 
work, changing the font and color, and 
use the tools on the tool bar to type 
stories. 
- The students have memorized the 
multiplication facts 0-12. 
- At Christmas, the class collected items 
for angels from the Salvation Army angel 
tree. 
- The students sang and 3 nursing 
homes at Christmas time to spread the 
Good News of Jesus birth. 
- The class planted flowers as a service 
project and gave them to the faculty. 
- Every student gained reading growth 
on the DRA reading test ranging from 6 
to 12 levels. 
- Students entered prose or poetry 
pieces in the regional Writing Talent 
Search, with one student winning first 
place in poetry. 
- The students wrote monthly book 
reports to show their knowledge and 
understanding of the characters, plot, 
setting, and the problem of the story. 
- The students made a Thank You Book 
by taking pictures and writing about what 
they are thankful for. 
- All of the students met their 
Accelerated Reader goals all 4 quarters. 

- The students enjoyed being in the 
Sound of Music. 
- The students have memorized 35 
memory verses this year. 
 
GRADE THREE 
MRS. PATRICIA MANKER 
Our Heavenly Father, I thank you for the 
opportunity to teach third grade at Salem 
School this year. According to your plan, 
I was given the gift of friendship with the 
most amazing colleagues. You 
entrusted fifteen of your precious 
children to my care. I praise you that I 
could include faith openly in their 
learning. The most caring and 
cooperative parents worked in 
partnership with me. I pray that I have 
loved these children enough, 
encouraged them enough, and taught 
them that they can think for themselves 
and be your disciples in all they say and 
do.  In Jesus' blessed name, amen. 
 
GRADE FOUR AND FIVE 
MRS. TRACY THRASHER 
Another school year has come to a 
close! After four years, it is time for me 
to leave Salem. The majority of my time 
here at Salem has been wonderful. I 
have enjoyed all of the kids that I have 
had the pleasure of teaching. I am so 
thankful for the support of the parents 
and the other teachers in the school. 
Thank you for sharing your children with 
me and giving me a chance to know and 
love them. The students are what make 
it hard to move on! However, with many 
changes being made and more changes 
coming, God has guided me to make the 
difficult decision to move my children 
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ask often if they can sing the whole thing during music class. When told that we will 
be singing it in music class, there are quiet exclamations of “yes!” and “yay!” from 
around the room. Children can and should memorize and enjoy these complicated, 
difficult hymns. What better way to teach doctrine?  
Ah, Simplicity 
This is not to say that simple Christian songs do not have their place. It is often a 
welcome break for kids to be able to sing the classic, “fun”, children’s praise songs. 
The students enjoy these songs and can quickly learn them as opposed to taking 
weeks to drudge through the text of a hymn. These songs are often an opportunity 
to get students up and moving and releasing energy. And, most importantly, these 
songs praise the Lord. 
But we deprive children of the greatest riches when we assume they are too young 
to learn hymns. We insult them when we presume they are incapable of memorizing 
the text. And we give them grounds to think of hymns and church as “boring” when 
we automatically expect them to think of hymns as old and uninteresting. Children, 
as with all humans, love what they know. So when we help them to know hymns, our 
students love them dearly and look forward to singing them. If only every church 
member had that attitude!  
What Now? 
Perhaps you are already on board with teaching hymns and have been doing it for 
years. Perhaps, though, you never have considered the joy that can come from 
learning hymns. If you are a Lutheran school teacher, just try it. Try teaching your 
students a hymn. Use pictures, motions, repetition, and the hymnal itself. At first, it 
might be difficult and boring if your students are not used to it. But after a while, they 
will come to love it. If you are a parent, you have the great opportunity to teach your 
children hymns at home. Not only are they singing praise to God, but this also affords 
them an opportunity to more easily participate in church when a hymn they have 
learned is sung. 
As Christians, we strive for excellence in all things, especially before God. Take a 
look at the music you are teaching your students. Is it excellent? Is the text true and 
rich and complex? Does it tell the story of salvation? Is the music timeless and 
beautiful and fitting for the text? To be sure, even slapping the label of “hymn” on 
something does not necessarily guarantee its excellence. Let us as knowledgeable 
church musicians help guide both our congregation and our school children in 
learning excellent music. 
Teaching lengthy, robust, doctrine-filled hymns is hard work. But take heart! I promise 
you the reward will be great. 
 
Written by Marie Landskroener 
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Marie Landskroener is a music teacher at Immanuel Lutheran School in Alexandria, 
Virginia. She graduated from Hillsdale College with a degree in music and has 
worked and volunteered as a church musician for several years. When Marie is not 
studying, listening to, or performing music, she likes to read, run, and eat chocolate 
ice cream. 
Article from CPH Music. 
 

 
 

JUNE BAPTISM 
ANNIVERSARY 

 
BOEHS, Marilyn ................................ 6/1 
NOBIS, Libby ..................................... 6/1 
DAY, Gerald ...................................... 6/3 
DUNN, David ..................................... 6/3 
DUNN, Jeffery ................................... 6/3 
FRANZ, Shayna ................................ 6/3 
MORRIS, Shannon ............................ 6/3 
PHELPS, Trishia ............................... 6/3 
SURRATT, Todd ............................... 6/3 
STRUBBE, Deborah.......................... 6/4 
TOMHAVE, Austin ............................. 6/6 
VINCENT, Larry ................................ 6/6 
GINDER, Linda .................................. 6/7 
KORDING, Brian ............................... 6/8 
WELLENKAMP, Rodney ................. 6/10 
KORDING, Zachary ......................... 6/11 
MOORE, Caeleb ............................. 6/11 
OLIVER, Stephanie ......................... 6/12 
PHEBUS, Charles ........................... 6/12 
REITHER, Vera ............................... 6/12 
DE FRISCO, Giovanni..................... 6/13 
SCHWARTZ, Stephen..................... 6/14 
GEHRKE, Ty ................................... 6/15 
HADDEN, Cody ............................... 6/15 

MAGELITZ, Robert .......................... 6/15 
MAGELITZ, Lucas ........................... 6/15 
DELONG Jr., William....................... 6/16 
EOFF, Lauren .................................. 6/16 
LAWSON, Nathaniel........................ 6/16 
RUNYON, Brock .............................. 6/16 
ENGEBRECHT, Ruth ...................... 6/18 
LAIR, Gabrielle ................................ 6/18 
MAGELITZ, Joshua ......................... 6/18 
MOELLER, Michelle ........................ 6/18 
VALENTINE, Jaiden ........................ 6/18 
TOMHAVE, Amanda ....................... 6/21 
WIEGAND, Ashton .......................... 6/21 
BUMGARNER, Ryan....................... 6/23 
CHAPPELL, Amber ......................... 6/24 
GLAENZER, Matthew ..................... 6/24 
EVANS, Chris .................................. 6/25 
MALINOFF, Gail .............................. 6/25 
MCFADDEN, Brandi ........................ 6/25 
MCFADDEN, Steven ....................... 6/25 
MCFADDEN, William ...................... 6/25 
SCOBBIE, Jane ............................... 6/25 
TOMHAVE, John ............................. 6/25 
MAGELITZ, Sean ............................ 6/26 
NOBIS, Christopher ......................... 6/26 
HAWORTH, Adrian ......................... 6/27 
HAWORTH, Christian...................... 6/27 
HAWORTH, Josephine ................... 6/27 
STURGEON, Josalyn ...................... 6/27 
WELLENKAMP, John...................... 6/27 
WELLENKAMP, Terry ..................... 6/27 
WILSON, Angel ............................... 6/27 
STEINACHER, Brandon ................. 6/28 
HILSABECK, Sam ........................... 6/30 
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Auditorium to watch the play Curious 
George, JHS Petting Zoo, Jacksonville 
Public Library, Strawn Art Gallery and 
Fitness World.  
*100% of the Kindergarteners ran the 
mile at Illinois College for the first time 
ever in under 15 minutes. 
 *A great big thank to Tina Hutchcraft 
who served as our Art Nanny, Lisa 
Hadden and Becky Dimmick, filled in as 
subs, the Salem Library volunteers that 
helped us weekly, Sharon Strubbe who 
ran papers off for us each week, Diann 
Brechbuhl and Pat Glyshaw that helped 
prep materials behind the scenes.  It 
certainly takes a village (and a church) 
to raise a child. Thanks so very much.  
*Many thanks to the PTO that provided 
financial gifts, parties, surprises, treats 
and for spoiling the teachers during 
Teacher Appreciation Week. Thank you, 
thank you, but the biggest thank you is 
to God for allowing me once again to 
work with His best creation, His little 
lambs.  May God bless your families this 
summer! 
 
GRADE ONE 
MS. MORGAN ZACHARY 
In Religion, the First Graders have been 
hearing about the times after Jesus’ 
Resurrection including Jesus appearing 
to Mary, the Emmaus disciples, the 
Ascension and Pentecost. We have 
learned so much about Jesus this past 
school year, not only about His life on 
earth but how we should live our lives in 
response to His love to us. We’ve 
learned that the Prophesies foretold in 
the Old Testament have come true in the 
New Testament because God always 

keeps His promises. It has been a 
wonderful 2017 – 2018 school year; Still 
all about Jesus, worshiping God, and 
learning new and exciting information. 
We have lots of reasons to celebrate in 
first grade! Three Wise Men Posters, 
Multiple Theater Performances (Curious 
George), All Student Reached Over 55 
AR points, Skyzone Trip with third grade 
reading buddies and each student made 
great academic advancements! Many 
blessings and have a great summer!  
 
GRADE TWO  
MRS. DEBORAH STEINACHER 
Wow! The school year has gone by so 
fast. It is fun to look back and see how 
much progress the students have made 
this year. They have gained so much 
knowledge! We have gone on field trips 
to Passavant to learn about germs and 
staying healthy, the nursing homes to 
sing, to Wohlers Farm to learn about life 
long ago, and to the Children's Museum 
and Scovill Zoo in Decatur. They know 
how to write fiction, non-fiction, poetry, 
and much more. They even know their 
multiplication facts. They have learned 
their memory verses each week and 
many Bible stories. It has been 
wonderful to see how the students daily 
show their Christian faith by what they 
say and do. We ended the school year 
by writing about Salem Lutheran School 
and how it was a great place to learn. 
The students wrote about the field trips, 
the special school activities such as 100 
Day, Field Day, and Lutheran Schools 
Week. What was really noticeable was 
how the class wrote about Salem being 
a Christian school where they get to 
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KINDERGARTEN 
MRS. JANE HENDERSON 
This school year certainly flew by!!  We 
thank God for the many blessings He 
has shown us this entire school year. 
Our class has bonded and we are a 
Kindergarten family with a love that God 
created in all of us. Our last few Jesus’ 
Time lessons had to do with John’s 
vision of heaven in the book of 
Revelation and what we have to look 
forward to when we meet Jesus in 
heaven. Just like the school year, it’s not 
ending, it’s just a step before moving on 
to the next year, our walk on this earth is 
just a step before we meet Jesus face to 
face in heaven.  How glorious!! On a final 
note, here are the: 
 
Kindergarten Class’s Reasons to 
Celebrate Salem Lutheran School- 
2017-2018 
*The is the first ever Kindergarten Class 
to have a graduation ceremony held 
during closing chapel. 
With the help of the Holy Spirit, we read 
the Bible daily, sang Christian songs, 
and memorized passages from the Bible 
and parts of the Catechism including the 
Lord’s Prayer, The Apostle’s Creed and 
The 10 Commandments.  
*All students could tell how to get to 
heaven and pray from their heart. 
*Salem Kindergarteners completed 46 
lessons in the 1st Grade Saxon Math 
Curriculum. Students can perform basic 
addition facts and subtraction facts, 
pattern, tell time, add pennies, nickels 
and dimes, and estimate. The average 
percentage in the class was 93% overall 
in the First Grade Curriculum. 

*Most of the students learned all 40 
Kindergarten sight words in Reading 
and learned how to spell most of those 
40 words. 
*Salem Kindergarteners won 1st and 3rd 
Place in the prose category and 3rd place 
in the poetry category in the Writing 
Talent Search sponsored by the 
Regional Office of Education for a five-
county region. 
*Five Kindergarteners won awards 
(including First Place) in the Duck 
Coloring Contest in Jacksonville 
sponsored by Passavant Hospital. 
*All students spent time weekly with 
his/her Salem Jr. High Reading Buddies 
where he/she was read to or he/she 
read to his/her buddy, wrote stories, and 
went on field trips and more forming 
mutual friendships. 
*90% of students met their goals every 
quarter in the AR (Accelerated Reading) 
Program.  
*The Kindergarten class (along with the 
First Graders) dressed up as clowns and 
sang for residents of Jacksonville 
Convalescent Center and Prairie Village 
Healthcare in October. 
*The class went caroling at Christmas to 
two nursing homes at Christmas time.  
*The Kindergarteners enjoyed dressing 
up as animals and German boys and 
girls to sing in the Sound of Music 
musical with the whole school.  
*Many parents and grandparents and 
adopted grandparents drove, rode along 
or walked with us to numerous field trips: 
Scott County Fairgrounds Ext. Program, 
Illinois State Museum, Illinois State 
Capital, met State Representative C. D. 
Davidsmeyer, went to Sangamon 

7 
 

 
 
 
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS: 
 
DOORBELL DINNERS THANK YOU: 
Many thanks to the following who 
delivered Doorbell Dinners during the 
week of May 7-11: Sharon Strubbe, 
Mary Ann and Randy Lawson, Monica 
and Gerry Warcup, Judy and Fred 
Riemer, Vickie and Marty Austin, 
Margene Watkins, and Stephanie 
Bradley. It's great to have volunteers 
with giving hearts who are dependable 
and supportive of this opportunity that 
Salem has to help in the Jacksonville 
community. Please consider 
volunteering in September when we will 
be assigned the next week. And if you 
are asked to help please answer with a 
resounding YES! 
 
SALEM ADOPT-A-DAY: Make the day 
yours at Salem. For $100 or more 
reserve your day in memory of 
someone, a special day, or just make it 
your day. Your adopted day will be 
recognized and shared in newsletters, 
social media, e-sign, etc. Contact Matt 
Leischner at 248-1228 to Adopt-A-Day. 
 
ADOPT-A-DAY: April 29th has been 
adopted by Michelle Moeller in 
celebration of Salem School. 
 
ADOPT-A-DAY: Mrs. Bradish’s junior 
high students would like to thank his 
program for giving us May 10th to let you 
know how special it is to learn in a 

Christian environment. Science is a key 
subject. Being able to study the human 
body with a Christ centered curriculum is 
beyond important. We have been able to 
see the Triune God’s plan in all of our 
body. Salem gives us a faith-based 
learning that will be our foundation for 
years to come.  
 
ADOPT-A-DAY: Stephanie Upton/Ryan 
Tendick Day is on May 15th. 
 
ADOPT-A-DAY: May 20th has been 
adopted by Matt & Julia Leischner 
celebrating their wedding anniversary. 
 
SCRIP NEWS: Just a reminder that the 
Scrip program runs all year, so you can 
take advantage of ordering your Scrip 
cards now. Contact Tina Hungerford 
(217-370-2159). 
 
REGISTRATION IS OPEN FOR 
PRESCHOOL THROUGH 8TH GRADE 
CLASSES: Registration is open for 
2018-19 school year! Preschoolers may 
continue to enroll! Call the office if you 
have any questions. 
 
SEMINARY FOOD BANK 
INGATHERING: The Salem Ladies 
Guild is sponsoring the Seminary Food 
Bank Ingathering during June. We 
collect monetary gifts for the St. Louis 
Seminary Food Bank to be used to 
purchase needed items for their food 
bank. On Sunday, June 3rd, envelopes 
will be available with the drop off box in 
the Narthex and for the entire month of 
June. Drop your donation in the box in 
the Narthex, mail, or bring it to the office 
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prior to June 30th. As always, the 
seminary students appreciate your 
generous donations and willingness to 
assist them while they are preparing for 
the ministry. The Ladies Guild also 
thanks you for supporting the project.  
 
THRIVENT FINANCIAL CHRISTIAN 
DAY: You are invited to join Thrivent 
Financial for Christian Day at the 
Ballpark with the St. Louis Cardinals: 
Sunday, June 3rd at 1:15 pm game at 
Busch Stadium. Special Ticket Offer, 
purchase your tickets at 
Cardinals.com/Thrivent to receive 
tickets in the Left Field Pavilion for just 
$17. These tickets include a 
complimentary jumbo hotdog and soda 
and an invitation to the Thrivent 
Financial Pregame Party inside the 
stadium which includes refreshments, a 
service project, a meet and greet with 
former players and more! If you want to 
purchase more than 19 tickets at one 
time, please call Alex Stone at (314) 
345-9510, be sure to mention that you 
would like tickets in the “Thrivent Block” 
to receive that $17 price. 
 
OPEN HOUSE: Salem Lutheran Church 
and School are hosting an Open House 
on Sunday, June 3, 2018, from 2:00 pm-
4:00 pm in the cafeteria in honor of Mrs. 
Lisa Aring. Mrs. Aring has taken a call to 
be the E.C. Director at St. John, Seward, 
NE. Lisa has been a dedicated servant 
of Christ for Salem for 30 years. Thank 
you Lisa for a job well done and God be 
with you.  
 
 
 

 

 
 

OUR FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
WORK PROGRAM 

Fiscal Year 8/2017-7/2018 
(from 04/30/18 Treasurer's Report) 

CURRENT FINANCIAL 
INDEBTEDNESS 

7/31/17                                       4/30/18 
Farmers State Bank Line of Credit 

$53,397.07                           $42,248.14 
Internal Loan from Restricted 

$32,000.00                           $50,500.00 
 

New Church Building 
$764,468.71                       $732,616.15 
 
 

SCHOOL NEWS: 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
MRS. LISA ARING  

Ministry Is Our Goal! 
Salem’s school year has come to an 
end.  In reflecting back on the year, we 
have seen much progress and 
success.  Your teachers have worked 
together to meet many goals.  A 
Lutheran school has the challenge of 
providing quality education with less 
advantages than our public 
counterparts.  I have seen this year’s 
teachers work together to provide that 
quality education, doing what I have 
encouraged them to do.  Our textbooks 
are just a guide. Good teachers go 
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above and beyond to help their students 
learn, adding to the textbooks to meet 
students’ needs.  I have seen this 
happen over and over the year.  Your 
teachers have used their own resources 
to make learning the best.  Even more 
importantly, I have seen our teachers 
integrate the faith into lessons, discipline 
and every part of the school life.  They 
have worked to make Jesus real in the 
classroom to students and parents.  This 
is the ministry that we have at 
Salem.  Many of our students do not 
have church homes.  Our teachers go 
above and beyond to communicate with 
and to help our students in every kind of 
need on top of educating those 
students.  They have created 
relationships with the students and their 
families.  This is what ministry is all 
about.  Never underestimate the power 
of the Holy Spirit! 
Now as I leave this ministry and begin 
another, my goal will continue to be the 
same as it was at Salem—to be “Jesus 
with skin on” to those who are in my 
care.  To show those who don’t know 
Jesus who Jesus is and what He has 
done for me and to enable those under 
me to provide the best education 
possible!  Thank you for your support 
over the past 30 years and may God 
guide and bless the future of Salem 
Lutheran Church and School.  
 
PRESCHOOL 
MRS. LISA ARING 
Thirty years have flown by!  I started out 
part time teach 61 four year-olds in the 
church basement, keeping the children 
quiet while funerals would happen, 

sharing the room with the quilting ladies 
and experiencing 2 break-ins.  Over the 
years, I have taught more than 1000 
children, added the three year-old 
program and the full day daycare 
option.  I added teaching 7th and 8th 
grade Art one year and 5th and 6th grade 
Religion another and then added the 
principal position, while overseeing 
teachers in the morning classes.  I have 
found that preschool children love to 
learn about animals, play in lots of 
mixtures, listen to stories and most 
importantly—learn about 
Jesus.  Ministering to families has been 
my goal besides having children love 
school.  Most every comment I get 
verifies that God has helped me reach 
these goals.  It has truly been a joy!  

THINGS TO CELEBRATE IN 
PRESCHOOL:  We have much to 
celebrate over the past year at Salem in 
preschool.  An average child knows 84% 
of their letters and 56% of the letter 
sounds when leaving preschool for 
kindergarten as a 4 year-old this 
year.  Even the younger class knows 
about patterning and numbers!  They 
know how to sing, do rhymes and love to 
create with different art media.  They 
can take care of their things and their 
needs at school!  All of their fine and 
gross motor skills have improved 
greatly.  They know about Jesus, His 
power, life, death and 
resurrection.  They can recite prayers 
and know how to talk to Jesus.  They 
want to pray for others in need or who 
aren’t with us.  God has blessed us this 
year! 


