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Words from our Pastor:  We Lutherans know what we believe or
at least we should.  If we cannot recall all the details, we only need
to dust off our Small Catechisms and have a quick read.  Luther tells
us that we should do this every day.   What we may not have been
taught is a theology of worship, or to put it another way - why we
Lutherans worship the way that we do.  There is a false claim by

some in the Lutheran Church that believes that as long as we have our doctrine, we
can worship however we want, in other words, Lutheran substance and Evangelical
style.  This thinking was and is still very prevalent in many Missouri Synod
congregations.   They claim that worship is ‘adiaphora’ (an indifferent thing that is
neither commanded nor forbidden) so we can do whatever we want.  Unfortunately,
they take the word out of context, ignoring what our confessions say positively about
how we worship, and also what our confessions say about ‘adiaphora’ elsewhere.  The
word is abused and used as license to justify worshiping no longer like Lutherans,
which is in fact a dangerous thing to do.  

W hat  comes ou t  o f  a l l  o f  th is
adiaphora/substance/style debate are the
numerous adjectives attached to different
worship services, for example, traditional
worship, contemporary worship, and blended
worship or even festival worship (whatever that
means).  Concordia Publishing House even
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publishes something called Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish while at the
same time publishing our synodically approved hymnals.  But the church has long
known that you cannot believe one way and pray another.  Saint Augustine succinctly
stated it this way, lex orandi lex credendi, which translated means ‘the way you pray
is the way you will believe’.  The phrase can be reversed and means the same thing. 
If you worship like a Lutheran you will be a Lutheran or if you worship like a non-
denominational you will be a non-denominational.  That is what happens and it
continues to play itself out in our church body.  Congregations that have embraced
non-Lutheran worship are adopting non-Lutheran beliefs and eventually will abandon
the adjective Lutheran altogether.  There is also the confusing and oft misunderstood
language of classifying pastors or congregations as either low church or high church
and low mass or high mass.  The low and high debate really isn’t a Lutheran one. 
That debate really comes from the Anglicans/Episcopalians.  
I know it is being put out there that I am ‘high church’.  Just so you know, high church

pastors don’t have screens.  High church pastors typically don’t like guitars.  I am just

‘church’.    I can speak or chant.  I can wear a chasuble or not.  We can use screens,

organ, guitar, and piano.  We can use brass instruments and timpani.  I sing because

I have been blessed with a voice to sing.  I wear chasuble for the celebration of Holy

Communion because Lutherans can and I like to wear them, and typically most

Lutherans like them too.  I have used incense in worship before, because it is in the

Bible and a couple of times a year it makes sense, like Epiphany, but that does not

mean we will use it here.   For your information, I was raised in a church that used

TLH.  I went to college and learned to use LW.  I love using LSB and Lutheran Service

Builder for our worship because that hymnal and software are faithfully Lutheran.

I know my arrival has brought change to the worship life of Salem.  I knew that would

happen coming in and I think you knew that change was coming as well.  My greatest

concern is that we be faithful.  I want us to be faithfully Lutheran not only in what we

believe but also in how we practice that faith on Sunday morning and the rest of the

week.  With all of this in mind, I am inviting all of you to Adult Bible Class.  Starting on

January 8th, we will begin a study about worship.  In this study we will look at worship

from a biblical perspective as well as a confessional perspective.     You will learn a

lot and I guarantee you won’t be bored.  

In Christ,

Pastor Orr
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Reminders:   Please call the Church Office 243-3419 to let us know when you enter

the hospital.

Next newsletter deadline is January 15th.

CHURCH CALENDAR SCHEDULING - Please check the Master Calendar located

in the Church Office prior to scheduling events to avoid conflicts.

UPDATE YOUR PHONE NUMBER WITH THE CHURCH OFFICE.  Even

if you have an unlisted number or a cell number, please give it to the

church office so we can contact you.  We will safeguard the privacy of

your number.

BAPTISM: Lilian G. Haubold, daughter of Richard and Juli nee Irvin Haubold was

baptized on November 27, 2016 at the 10:30 service.  May the Lord keep Lilian in His

grace unto life everlasting!

TRANSFER IN: Jake and Andrea Price transferred their membership to Salem from

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Sherman, IL.  

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED:   The Church Office will be closed Monday, December

26th for the Christmas Holiday, and Monday, January 2nd for the New Year Holiday. 
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WHAT WALTHER SAYS:  Whenever
the divine service once again follows
the old Evangelical-Lutheran agendas
(or church books), it seems that many
raise a great cry that it is “Roman
Catholic”; “Roman Catholic” when the
pastor chants “The Lord be with you”
and the congregation responds by
chanting “and with thy spirit”; “Roman
Catholic” when the pastor chants the
collect and the blessing and the people
respond with a chanted “Amen.” Even
the simplest Christian can respond to
this outcry: “Prove to me that this
chanting is contrary to the Word of God,
then I too will call it ‘Roman Catholic’
and have nothing more to do with it.
However, you cannot prove this to me.”
If you insist upon calling every element
in the divine service “Romish” that has
been used by the Roman Catholic
Church, it must follow that the reading
of the Epistle and Gospel is also
“Romish.” Indeed, it is mischief to sing
or preach in church, for the Roman
Church has done this also. . . Those
who cry out should remember that the
Roman Catholic Church possesses
every beautiful song of the old orthodox
church. The chants and antiphons and
responses were brought into the church
long before the false teachings of Rome
crept in. This Christian Church since the
beginning, even in the Old Testament,
has derived great joy from chanting. . .
For more than 1700 years orthodox
Christians have participated joyfully in
the divine service. Should we, today,

carry on by saying that such joyful
participation is “Roman Catholic”? God
forbid! Therefore, as we continue to hold
and to restore our wonderful divine
services in places where they have been
forgotten, let us boldly confess that our
worship forms do not tie us with the
modern sects or with the church of
Rome; rather, they join us to the one,
holy Christian Church that is as old as
the world and is built on the foundation
of the apostles and prophets.

— C. F. W. Walther, Der Lutheraner, vol.
9, No. 24 (July 19, 1853), p. 163
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Congregational News

GENERAL NOTES

THANK YOU SOOOO MUCH!!!  My
wife and I are so appreciative of the
welcome and help that we have received
so far.   So many unknowns but so many
answers to prayer.  You have blessed us
with help in the move.  Your gifts have
helped us with food and everyday needs. 
We are so blessed that God has sent us
to you.  We pray that we can be as much
a blessing to you as you have already
been to us.  In Christ, Pastor Orr 

THANK YOU:  A belated thank you for
the many kindnesses shown to us
following Mom’s passing.  Her church
family always meant so much to Mom and
we’re most grateful for your love and
support.  God bless, Marty & Vickie Austin
and family

THANK YOU: I would like to thank
Pastors Riemer and Brechbuhl for visiting
with me at the nursing home.  I would also
like to thank everyone who sent get well
cards, Thanksgiving cards and sympathy
cards for the loss of my sister-in-law
Nancy Strubbe.  They were greatly
appreciated.  Mary Zenge

THANK YOU: The family of Nancy
Strubbe would like to thank everyone for
their prayers and support during her
recent illness and death.

THANK YOU:  to everyone who
donated items to the New  Directions
Warming Center collection.   Your
generosity was greatly appreciated. 

THANK YOU:   We would like to
thank you for the rides, prayers, visits
by Pastor Brechbuhl.  They have been
very much appreciated.  Dave is
continuing to heal very slowly. Thanks
again,  Dave and Diana Monroe.

MITE BOX SUNDAY: Mite Box
Sunday will be January 15, 2017.

RENT-A-STUDENT: We are taking
requests for our fall rent-a-student
program for the 7th and 8th graders.  If
you need help around the house or in
the yard, let us help you.  We have 12
great students that don't mind a little
hard work in the evenings and on the
weekends, and it will help us earn
funds for our end of the year field trip to
the Creation Museum and Ark
Experience in Kentucky.  If you are
interested, please call the school office
(243-3419) or call Tracy Thrasher (217-
371-1405).  There is no job too big or
too small!

HANDBELLS:  i t  w i l l  cos t
approximately $5,520 to have the
Handbells refurbished.  We have
approval from the Elders for half of the
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refurbishment and we need to raise the
remainder.  If you would like to contribute
to this cause, please place your donation
in a special envelope marked “Handbell
Fund”.  

DOORBELL DINNER THANK YOU: 
The following volunteers delivered
Doorbell Dinners during the week of
December 12-16.  Randy and Mary Ann
Lawson, Diann Brechbuhl, Pat Glyshaw,
Ruth Werries, Mary Krause, Marty and
Vickie Austin, Fred and Judy Riemer,
Sharon Strubbe, Paul Reither, Linda
Ferris.  I wish to thank these ambitious
individuals for helping those in need in our
community. And, thanks to Lisa and
Carolyn Hadden for serving as substitutes.
Their dedication to serving others is very
much appreciated. Rita Tendick, Salem’s
Doorbell Dinner Coordinator

CARD CART:  The Card Cart is open
the second and fourth Sunday of each
month in the Annex hallway between the
morning services.  You may purchase
individual cards at 50 cents each or a box
of 12 for 

NEW BABY:  Aria
Lynn Casey daughter
of Daniel and Ashley
nee Wiegand Casey,
granddaughter of Jay
and Barbara Wiegand

was born November 14th weighing 7 lbs. 2

oz.  She has one sister, Ava 2 years old.

OUR FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
 WORK PROGRAM

Fiscal Year 8/2016-7/2017
(from 9/30/16 Treasurer's

Report)

CURRENT FINANCIAL
 INDEBTEDNESS

11/30/16                      11/30/15

Farmers State Bank Line of Credit
$41,546.37          $12,809.78

Internal Loan from Restricted
    $.00              $32,000.00   
New Church Building
   $762,486.03     $831,417.84

SCHOOL NEWS

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Mrs. Lisa Aring

WE HAVE BLESSINGS GALORE:
Many times our natural inclination is to
focus on what is wrong around
us. Even in a church, (and maybe even
more so) we have to work on focusing
on what is good. At a recent meeting
with the support staff (highly trained
and experienced from District 117) we
were talking about a student who could
use some extra support in a few
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areas. I was pleasantly surprised to hear
the staff from 117 assuring the parent that
we are using the best research-based and
effective curriculum here at Salem. They
went on to say that Salem teachers “go
above and beyond” to make sure that
students learn. Wow!! I know and see this,
but to have the employees of the public
education system do such a commercial
for our school was amazing! Many times a
bit of gossip or a misconception spreads
like wildfire and the “grass is greener on
the other side” idea kicks in. The truth is
not usually circulated in the same
way. The same goes for the Truth from
the Bible. It is not always spread as fast
as the anti-Christian “yuck” that is out in

our world. We pray as the new year
begins, that we are part of the ministry of
the truth being spread (both Biblical truth
and truth of situations) and that we
discover the contentment we get from truly

being faithful—being content with what
God has given us and seeing situations as
He would!

PRE-SCHOOL

Mrs. Lisa Aring
A Blessed New Year to you from your 22
afternoon preschoolers! I never know how
much sinks in from the lessons I teach. 
The concrete way I present the message,
the developmental levels and the attention
of each child play a big part in the success
of any lesson.  The other day, I was
rewarded with some information that told
me that they learned.  I had left some very

old pictures out that told the Christmas
story.  During free play almost half of
the class was taking turns being Mrs.
Aring and telling the story.  They had it
right!  The way they taught the lesson
told me that they each had the faith of
a little child that we should have!  This
is why we sacrifice to support this
ministry!  These little children go home
and spread the Gospel more than we’ll
ever know.  Let’s begin the year
focusing on bringing that Gospel to
others!

PRE-SCHOOL

Mrs. Amy White
Happy New Year! As I reflect on my
first few months in the preschool
classroom, I am amazed at how much
my students have grown and

learned. Routines and procedures that
were difficult for us at the beginning of
the year have now become second
nature. We have learned to recognize
not only our own names, but the names
of our classmates. Some of us have
learned to write our names, while
others are practicing writing it "the
kindergarten way." We have learned
about letters, the sounds they make,
and numbers. We have studied shapes,
colors, and worked with math
manipulatives. It would be impossible to
list all of the new skills and information
we have learned, but truly the most
amazing thing I have witnessed is the
growth of their faith in Jesus
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Christ. Some of my students attend
church regularly, and for some, this is the
first time they've heard about Jesus. In the
past few months my students have heard
many Bible stories and it's incredible to
hear them retell those stories during play
time. I can see them care for one another
whether it's by helping a friend zip a coat,
or checking on a classmate when he gets
hurt. They make prayer requests for family
members because they've learned that
Jesus loves us, cares for us, and listens to
all of our prayers. Seeing their faith grow
each day is the greatest reward for
me. It's also a good reminder that we
should have faith like a child.   

KINDERGARTEN

Mrs. Jane Henderson
December as always is a very busy,
exciting time for Kindergarteners. We
enjoyed learning all about the Christmas
story but we know that was only the
beginning. Jesus came to be born so He
could die for our sins and rise from the
dead to prove He was victorious over the
devil. In January, we will learn about
Jesus as a boy in the temple when He
was doing His Fathers work as well as
Jesus calling His disciples and beginning
miracles. We also need to be doing our
Heavenly Fathers work here on earth. We
spent a lot of time preparing and practicing
for the Christmas Service. We enjoyed
singing at the nursing homes before
Christmas to share the songs about Jesus’
birth.  We enjoyed a nice vacation with our

families and now are ready to get back
to work. We are reading lots of words
on our own now, counting and writing to
100, using Tangrams (Chinese shape
puzzles) and learning about cubes,
cones and spheres. We are learning
about maps, landforms and bodies of
water in Social Studies.  We are excited
about taking a field trip later in January
to the Illinois State Museum, the State
Capitol to meet Representative C. D.
Davidsmeyer and seeing the play Pete
the Cat at the Sangamon Auditorium. 
Please continue to pray for our school
and church families. God bless you all
in the New Year as we count our many
blessings, Salem Lutheran Church and
School being two of them.

GRADE ONE

Ms. Morgan Zachary
The First Graders have been learning
about the prophets of the Old
Testament who foretold about the birth
of the Savior and how all those
prophesies were fulfilled when Jesus
was born just as they said He would.
Now we move on to the New
Testament stories of Jesus’ baptism by
John the Baptist, Jesus calling His
disciples to leave their jobs and follow
Him, Nicodemus and Jesus blessing
the children. We are glad that Jesus
said, “Let the children come to me, for
of such is the Kingdom of God,”
because that means us! As we start a
new year first grade will be continuing
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our busy progress towards second grade.
In reading, we are working on authors
studies and progressive reading with
fluency. In math, first grade is working on
two digit computation, subtraction, telling
time, and several other critical thinking
practical mathematics skills. We are
enjoying exploring the human body in
science. The community and life then/ now
comparison keeps us busy in social
studies. As always we bring our classroom
focus back to our Lord and do everything
to glorify Him. Thank you for the support
this past year and may God Bless this
New Year!

GRADE THREE AND FOUR

Mrs. Stephanie Soltermann
It's hard to believe that Christmas is
almost here!  In 3rd and 4th grade, we
have collected Angel Tree gifts for 2
needy children in our community, made
decorations and cards for the Festival of
Trees and Bethesda Lutheran Home in
Springfield, and we have also been
preparing for the annual Christmas Eve
service that will be held at 7:00 on
December 21 at Annie Merner Chapel.
  Our theme for this year's service is
"Silent Night Holy Night" and focuses on
how the message of our Savior's birth
was shared with the shepherds and the
wise men.  We encourage everyone to
attend this special service.   Piano
students of Karma Vortman will hold
their annual recital at 6:00, right before
the service.  Blessings to your family as

we prepare to welcome the baby
Jesus to our world!

GRADE TWO

Mrs. Deborah Steinacher
December has been a very busy
month. We have done a variety of
activities to help the class get ready for
Christmas. We have made some
Christmas ornaments that tell about the
first Christmas for the students to take
home. We also made Christmas
ornaments to take to the nursing homes
when the choir went to sing for the
residents. The students enjoyed
making the ornaments and handing
them out to the residents. It was a
wonderful way for the students to
spread the Good News of Jesus' birth.
The class has also been busy making a
variety of artwork to decorate the
halls. Looking at all of the students'
artwork on all of the halls will brighten
your day. You will see angels, wise
men, and the Nativity while looking at
everything throughout the school. We
ended the week writing about the first
Christmas. The students wrote about
Mary and Joseph traveling to
Bethlehem, their stay in a stable, the
wise men, and the shepherds in the
fields. It was wonderful to hear them
retell the story of Jesus birth. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL - MATH,

SCIENCE AND PE

Mrs. Tracy Thrasher
It really is the most wonderful time of the
year!  We have had our annual Christmas
program and it warms my heart to hear
the students lift their voices to the Lord
and praise His name.  We also had a
great opportunity to go visit some local
nursing homes and share the Good News
of our Lord's birth by signing Christmas
carols.  We ended our week by building
Christmas trees out of Dots and
toothpicks.  The tallest free-standing tree
won a special prize!!  When we return to
school in January, we will be half way
done with the school year!  We will be
doing our second round of Fitness Gram
testing in PE and will be looking for
student improvement from the beginning
of the year testing.  The students will also
begin preparing for a “Wax Museum” that
will be during Lutheran Schools Week.
Thank you to everyone that has been
supporting the 7th and 8th grade
fundraising efforts for our trip to Kentucky
to visit the Creation Museum and the Ark
Experience.  We are working on dates for
our 2nd annual trivia night and a pancake
breakfast at Applebee's.  More information
will be coming once those dates are set.  

GRADE SEVEN AND EIGHT

Ms. Megan Werner
Hello Salem friends and family! Since it is
nearing the end of the quarter, we have

quite a few exciting projects going on.
In 7th and 8th grade, research papers
are due! Students have done a great
job gathering information and
researching so many of God's
creatures. Students have also given
presentations about themselves. They
are all wonderful speakers. In reading,
students have finished their book
projects which will be displayed by the
playground entrance to the school. In
art, students made Christmas
ornaments for their reading buddies.
We are also working on a winter
painting, which will use two point
perspective. In 5th and 6th grade, we
have just started the American
Revolution. We have also finished two
lovely art projects. One is a pastel
piece which will be displayed in the
classroom, and the other is a piece
which examines how companies design
their logos. Finally, in writing, we have
entered the realm of fiction. Students
are creating characters and beginning
the first phase of storytelling. Students
are also working hard to prepare for our
Christmas program. Please everyone
come to see the show on December
21. If you are traveling over the break,
be careful and stay safe. Merry
Christmas! 
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Show Your
Support for Life!

Life Sunday is January 15, 2017 and Illinois Valley Lutherans for Life will once again
sponsor the signature page in the Jacksonville Journal-Courier.
If you wish to proclaim your support for the sanctity of human life, fill out the form
below and return by the deadline of Tuesday, January 10, 2017.

Any questions, email Jeanne Strubbe at:
jeannestrubbe@yahoo.com

Name:____________________________________________________

Additional Name:_______________________________________

Church:__________________________________________________

Phone:___________________________________________________
One individual name per line please.
Please make checks payable to: 
IL Valley Lutherans for Life

Return the form along with $5.00 per name, per line to:
Illinois Valley Lutherans for Life
P.O. Box 911
Jacksonville, IL 62651
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 GRAPEVINE
JANUARY, 2017

COOKIE WALK:  A huge thank you to all those who made the 30th Annual Cookie
Walk a success this year.  Many helped, many baked, and many shopped to make the
day fun and rewarding. The proceeds from the Cookie Walk will be evenly divided
between continued support for Seminary Student, Phillip Fischaber; Salem Handbell
Refurbishing; and the Lutheran World Relief Disaster Fund. Approximately $600 will
go to each of the these projects.     

MITE BOX SUNDAY:  Sunday, January 15, 2017,  will be the next Mite Box
Sunday. Please consider contributing to the big mite box which will be placed in the
narthex on that day.  The following exert was printed in the latest edition of the LWML
Central Illinois District’s newsletter, The Clarion. “You can’t be everywhere-but you
can come close.  A woman was asked where she had been and what she had been
doing over the past week and weekend.  She answered:  On Monday, I ministered to
Mexicans in southwest Texas.  On Tuesday, I was in Brazil preaching the Gospel.  On
Wednesday, I operated on a man in Africa.  On Thursday, I traveled to Japan to teach
in a mission school.  On Friday, I helped establish a church in California.  On
Saturday, I taught classes in our seminaries.  On Sunday, I distributed Bibles in
Korea.  A friend, thinking her a bit “tetched” asked her to explain --“You see, by
dropping monies into my mite box every day, and putting my offerings into the mission
part of my envelope, I have been able to go to all these places.”  This woman was
going into the world even as Jesus would have her go!  Where have you been over
the past week and weekend?”  

QUARTERLY MEETING:  The first quarterly meeting of the new year will be held
on Monday, January 16, at 7:00 pm in the cafeteria.  Please plan to attend as we
make plans for the next calendar year.  

LWML 37th BIENNIAL CONVENTION:  Watch for the special LWML 2017
Convention insert in the winter issue of Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly for registration
forms, details on speakers, activities, and events.  Early discounted registration opens
February 1, 2017. Make your plans now for a Diamond Dazzling celebration in

Albuquerque, June 22-25, 2017! 

THE TIME IS NOW!   SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS!   
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