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Insight from God’s Word: Epiphany, the Wise Men
 and Evangelism

Imagine that the wise men were asked, "Well, why do you
want to take this foolish and dangerous trip?  Why are you going
to all this trouble?"  "Why," the wise men must have replied,
"Because we have heard a story from Scripture; we have seen the
star in the sky; and we have felt a stirring in our souls."  Like
Abraham of old, the wise men went out, not knowing where they

went.  And those who are wise by the grace of God of every generation since
then have done the same.  

William Carey, an English shoemaker, read our Lord's Great Commission.
He realized the responsibility of taking
the Gospel to every creature.  In the face
of severe opposition and ridicule, he
traveled to that far-off land of India and
labored seven years before he saw even
one soul won to Christ. He worked
relentlessly and translated the Bible into
several languages.  And he became
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known as the "father of modern missions."  
David Livingstone demonstrated the same venture of faith as he

pioneered with the Gospel message throughout the continent of Africa.  
C. T. Studd, an all-star cricketer from Cambridge, England, forsook fame

and fortune and poured out his life in missionary work.  He, too, traveled by
faith.  

When Jim Elliot and four other men were murdered by the Auca Indians,
some were critical of their attempts to penetrate that savage people with the
Gospel.  

"What a waste," some people cry.  "How foolish to throw your life away for
nothing."  But when the book of God is finally opened, all of these will be listed
as wise men, men who ventured forth in faith.  [George Sweeting, Great
Quotes and Illustrations, (Word, Waco, TX. 1985) page 56.]

In January, we enter the season of Epiphany in which we celebrate the
good news that the Christ Child is for all people.  The wise men are associated
with Epiphany, because they were the first non-Jews to come and worship Him.
Epiphany is, thus, known as the Christmas of the Gentiles.  May God make
each of us wise men, who not only worship the Christ Child, but make it our
priority to share that message of God's love in Christ with others in 2016. 

Pastor Brechbuhl

Epiphany
The Festival of Epiphany falls on January 6th each year and

focuses on the wise men following the guiding star which lead them
to Bethlehem to worship the Christ Child.  Epiphany is a Greek word
which means "appearing" referring to the appearing of the star which
pointed to the appearing of Jesus Christ, the Son of God born into
the world to save the world from sin.

 The  shining star brings to Epiphany the theme of light.  And because the
wise men were the first non-Jews to worship Jesus, Epiphany reminds us that
Jesus was born not to save just the Jews, but all people!  "God was in Christ
reconciling the world to Himself" (2 Corinthians 5:19), so that Jesus is "the
Light of the World" (John 12:46). Pastor Brechbuhl
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l ADVENT & CHRISTMAS WORSHIP

12/20 Sunday Cantata Worship
Saturday 5:30 pm
Sunday

8:00 & 10:30 am
Cantata Choir

12/24 Christmas Eve
4:00 pm Service for
Young Families
7:00 pm Worship with
Communion

11:00 pm - Candlelight Worship
with Communion

12/25 Christmas Day
10:00 am Festival Srv
10:00 WLDS broadcast

12/27 Sunday Worship
Saturday, 5:30 pm
Sunday, 8:00 & 10:30
am

12/31 New Year’s Eve
7:00 pm - Worship  
 with Communion

Reminders
DON’T ASSUME that Pastor knows when you are hospitalized.   Please call the
Church Office 243-3419 to let us know when you enter the hospital.
Next NEWSLETTER DEAD LINE is January 16 .th

CHURCH CALENDAR SCHEDULING - Please check the Master Calendar located
in the Church Office prior to scheduling events to avoid conflicts.

UPDATE YOUR PHONE NUMBER WITH THE CHURCH OFFICE.
Even if you have an unlisted number or a cell number, please give it to
the church office so we can contact you.  We will safeguard the privacy
of your number.
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WE ARE FAMILY--ONE IN CHRIST!

MISSION: Through Word and Sacrament, Salem demonstrates our
forgiveness in Christ by caring for each other as a spiritual
family and by bringing others into our family.

EXPECTATIONS FOR MEMBERS:
1. Tell the Good News
2. Be in the Word
3. Remain Faithful

4. Live In Peace
5. Care For One Another

  Congregational News

FUNERAL: HELEN LUCILLE MASON

IN SYMPATHY: MELISSA (CHAD)
GERARD and DAVID (KERI) MASON
at the death of their grandmother,HELEN
LUCILLE MASON, on Monday,
November 30, 2015.  Her funeral was
held on Thursday, December 3, 2015 at
10: 00 A.M. at Salem Lutheran Church
with Pastor Peter R. Brechbuhl
officiating.  Burial was at Arcadia
Cemetery. May the Lord comfort all who
mourn the deaths of these loved ones!

2016 OFFERING ENVELOPES are
located in the church narthex arranged
numerically.  Contact the church office if
you are unable to locate a box for you.

THANK YOU: We would like to say
“THANK YOU”  for the many cards, and
well wishes we received  for our 50th

Wedding Anniversary. RICHARD and
JUDY BREGE 

SALEM’S PASTORAL CALL
COMMITTEE:  invites you to share with
us the names of Pastors that should be
considered for a Call here at Salem.
Forms are available in the Church
Narthex.  We need to have those
returned over the next three Sundays
(December 13 ,20 ,and 27). The
completed forms can be returned to the
Church Office or placed in Paul Reither’s
mail slot next to the entrance to the
Church Office.

CHRISTMAS DINNER FOR
HOMELESS: On Tuesday, Dec. 22nd,
Salem congregation will deliver a
Christmas dinner to the homeless shelter
through a Thrivent Action Team led by
Rev. Fred Riemer. There is room for a
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few youth or adults to join the team.
Participation would be mostly on that
evening delvering the meal. Contact
Pastor Riemer at 243-1430, if you would
like to participate.

PRAISE THE LORD! After our
upcoming final draw for the new church
our anticipated LEAP mortgage will total
$850,000 with a payment under $5,000 a
month.  Thinking back 5-7 years when
we first started this endeavor our goal
was a mortgage of $800,000 and
payment of $5,000.  We've done both!
 Huge thanks to the entire congregation!
Our operating funds have not been as
positive.  As of end of October we have a
line of credit balance of $44,251.61 from
fiscal year 2015. This fiscal year to date
we've spent $42,293.04 more then we've
recieved.  We've internally borrowed from
our restricted account to cash flow
monthly obligations.  Please consider
additional gifts to your monthly
contributions and to debt reduction.
Thanks  - Darin Gehrke Treasurer

RENT-A-STUDENT: Let us help you
out with any cleanup project that you
might have.  The 7  & 8  grade are usingth th

the  rent-a-student program for the entire
school year.  Our services will be
available all year long.  This fund raiser is
in support of the the 7  and 8  grade fieldth th

trip next spring.    Just call the school
office at (217)243-3419 or MRS.
GULLEN at (618)791-8688 and put your

request in.  We’re looking forward to
hearing from you!

2016 ALTAR FLOWERS: the new
sign up sheet is up on the bulletin board
in the breezeway.  If you would like to
sponsor a Bouquet, please sign your
name and telephone number for the
Sunday you choose.  If a name is
already on that Sunday, please choose
another Sunday closest to the one you
wanted.  
We ask that we have only one sponsor
each Sunday.  Doris Brown will call you
to ask the particular of your
arrangements.  We no longer deliver the
flowers.  You are responsible for picking
up your Bouquet.
A Big “THANK YOU” to CONNIE

WALKER for taking care of the flowers
over the years.

SCRIP NEWS:  Gift cards can be
purchased through the Scrip program as
a great way to give back to the school.
All orders that are turned in by 4 on
Mondays will be delivered to the school
office on Friday that same week.  Orders
can be placed weekly.  Please think of
utilizing this program. Contact TINA
HUNGERFORD (217-370-2159)

FOOD BANK:  If anyone is feeling the
need to donate to Salem’s Food Pantry,
we have noticed that the following are
very popular items: Meats (canned ham),
tuna; canned ravioli, toothbrushes,
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toothpaste, canned fruits. Thank you for
your donations!

OUR FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
 WORK PROGRAM
Fiscal Year 8/2015-7/2016
(from 11/30/15 Treasurer's Report)
C U R R E N T  F I N A N C I A L
INDEBTEDNESS

11/30/15           11/30/14
Operating Debts
LEAP line of credit loan

12,282.14    12282.14
LEAP Roof Fd loan

38,399.93    40,039.93
Total Debt           50,682.07    52,322.07

ASSETS
11/30/15          11/30/14

New Church Building
CID CD’s $849,225.83 $906,580.16

SCHOOL NEWS

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Mrs. Lisa Aring

BEGINNINGS: Each year we start with
new hopes for the New Year. While this
is always good, we also need to look for
positives from our lives as they have

been.  At Salem, we have so much for
which to be positive about! We have so
many volunteers, who bless us with their
gifts of time—this is an observation also
communicated to me by our new
business manager.  Our teachers and
staff work tirelessly for lower pay,
because they believe in this ministry
(while they continue to pay for some
things out of their own pockets.) We
have great facilities that are well-taken
care of by many volunteers, workers, and
students. Our students are advanced in
their subject areas, in comparison to
students across the nation.  Walk
through our halls and see students on
task and teachers making sure that
students are learning. Our custodians
care about our students and they work to
make sure that the building is clean.  Our
cook works hard to make meals that fit
the nutritional guidelines of the National
School Lunch Program. Our church
members give selflessly to fund our
church and school.  Our Pastors work to
make sure that the Word is taught in its
truth and purity. Our older students show
love and care to our younger students.
We have a beautiful church that includes
treasured parts from our past church.
When K-8 students were asked about
what is good about Salem—they nearly
all talked about learning about God and
being able to worship and pray to Him in
school. This is the value of our ministry!
As long as we strive to keep our focus on
Jesus as we serve in our church, God
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will continue to bless us!

PRE-SCHOOL

Mrs. Lisa Aring

The 5-day preschoolers continue to meet
their challenges! As we move into
January to complete testing to prepare
for parent-teacher conferences, I can see
how much they have already
learned. Most count to at least 29 and
recognize many of their letters. Many are
well on their way to putting sounds with
letters and understanding how letters are
used to communicate meaning.  Even
more vital, I see the knowledge of Jesus
and the Bible becoming such an
important part of these children. We
assume that they must have a
background of some sort, but that is not
true in every case. I am reminded each
year that some don’t know about the
Easter story—and the Christmas story is
not complete without it! Your sacrifices to
support our school are making a
difference! Never underestimate the
power of the Holy Spirit!

PRE-SCHOOL

Mrs. Christine Schumacher

The 2-day preschoolers are learning and
growing so much! It is a joy it is to watch
them develop academically, socially, and
spiritually! This month, the 2-day
preschoolers will begin a unit about snow
and do different activities about winter.
They will learn about igloos and arctic

animals.  During Jesus-time, they will
learn stories about Jesus as a boy and
as he grew up and performed different
miracles.  The children will learn through
stories, songs, different craft activities.
Our students are learning how to pray
and they like to pray for their family
members, friends, and loved ones. We
will have a lot of fun as we learn and
grow in the Lord.  

The 3 and 5-day preschoolers are
making tremendous progress as the
preschool year moves forward.  They are
learning their letters and sounds very
well and are eager to share what they
know in class.  More importantly, they
are learning about Jesus as they hear
the Bible stories and songs that go with
them.  This month, they will also
participate in a unit on snow and winter.
Later in the month, they will begin a unit
on nutrition.  We will have a great time
learning about different types of food and
making and eating nutritious snacks.
They will continue to learn about different
letters and sounds and also be tested on
their knowledge of what they have
learned so far. During Jesus-time they
will learn about how Jesus helps and
heals us as we learn about the different
miracles he performed.  Our students are
very excited to learn and practice what
they know!

KINDERGARTEN

Mrs. Jane Henderson
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December as always is a very busy,
exciting time for Kindergarteners. We
enjoyed learning all about the Christmas
story but we know that was only the
beginning. Jesus came to be born so He
could die for our sins and rise from the
dead to prove He was victorious over the
devil. In January, we will learn about
Jesus as a boy in the temple when He
was doing His Father’s work and how
Jesus called His disciples. He wants us
to be His disciples too so we are
practicing how to live as His children
daily.  We spent a lot of time preparing
and practicing for the Christmas Service.
We sang at two nursing homes before
Christmas. We enjoyed making special
gifts of love for our families to continue
the tradition of God giving us His most
precious Son.  We are now reviewing all
the letters sounds, letter names and
writing numbers to 30.  We are reading
by ourselves and most of us can count to
100.  Our class sold the most magazines
in the fundraiser so we won a huge 13
foot smiling stuffed snake that we all like
to take turns with at rest time. We
enjoyed a nice vacation with our families
and now are ready to get back to work
and learn more.   Please continue to pray
for our school and church families. God
bless you all in the New Year as we
count our many blessings. God is so
good to us, all the time, God is good!

GRADE ONE

Ms. Morgan Zachary

As we make the transition back to school
after a long break I will take the time to
remind the students how important their
Christian education is even at such a
young age! The students are making
great academic, social, emotional,
religious,  and developmental gains. I
look forward to continuing this growth in
the last half of the school year, while
preparing them for all that second grade
will bring. The First Graders have been
learning about the prophets of the Old
Testament who foretold about the birth of
the Savior and how all those prophesies
were fulfilled when Jesus was born just
as they said He would. Now we move on
to the New Testament stories of Jesus’
baptism by John the Baptist, Jesus
calling His disciples to leave their jobs
and follow Him, Nicodemus and Jesus
blessing the children. We are glad that
Jesus said, “Let the children come to me,
for of such is the Kingdom of God.” We
also reflected on the true reason for the
season. In the month of January my first
graders (not Ms. Zachary) wish for lots of
snow, so that they can use their
Christmas measuring sticks and report
back! I can not wait to see what God will
bring in 2016!

GRADE TWO

Mrs. Deborah Steinacher

December has been a very busy month.
The students have been enjoying doing
a variety of activities that help spread the
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Good News of Jesus' birth.  The class
sponsored an angel from the Salvation
Army Angel Tree.  The students had a
wonderful time bringing in gifts for our
little angel.  They got very excited telling
me how they helped pick out the perfect
gift.  We also made Christmas cards for
shut-ins.  They enjoyed adding a special
message of their own to each card.  All of
the choirs also went to some of the
nursing homes in Jacksonville to sing
Christmas songs and hand out Christmas
cards.  The students had a wonderful
time practicing for the Christmas service
and presenting the message to the
congregation about Jesus birth.  We
ended out the month by making several
art projects to decorate the hallway.  The
class made several Christmas projects
and a Christmas poem to put up in the
hallway to spread the Christmas
message.

GRADE THREE AND FOUR

Mrs. Stephanie Soltermann

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
 2015 ended with a flurry of activity in 3rd
and 4th grade. We helped lead worship
at the annual Children's Christmas
service. We collected gifts for an angel
tree child. We caroled at local nursing
homes. We enjoyed a pajama day with a
movie and popcorn.  And we
remembered the reason for the season--
Jesus!  "For unto us a child is born. To us
a son is given."  Peace and love to you

and your family in this holy season.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL - MATH,

SCIENCE AND PE

Mrs. Tracy Thrasher

It really is the most wonderful time of the
year!  We have had our annual
Christmas program and it warms my
heart to hear the students lift their voices
to the Lord and praise His name.  We
also had a great opportunity to go visit
some local nursing homes and share the
Good News of our Lord's birth by signing
Christmas carols.  We ended our week
with a school wide pajama party and
movie on a big screen in the gym!  When
we return to school in January, we will be
half way done with the school year!  We
will be doing our second round of Fitness
Gram testing in PE and will be looking for
student improvement from the beginning
of the year testing.  The students will
also begin preparing for a “Walk Through
the Bible” that will be during Lutheran
Schools Week.  We will also be starting
new chapters in Science and Math.  5th

and 6  grade will be studyingth

ecosystems and biomes.  7  and 8th th

grade will continue to learn about the
different kingdoms of animals.  
  

GRADE THREE-EIGHT

Mrs. Linda Gullen

We are in the spirit of the Christmas
season and celebrating  the coming of
the Christ Child.! We remember that
God's love is the best gift we can ever
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receive.  The students are anxious to
share that message to the congregation
on Wednesday evening at the Annie
Merner Chapel. On Thursday, December
17,the students will go to several of the
local nursing homes to share Christmas
through song. Thanks to all the parents
and grandparents that help us transport
the children to the various homes.  As
most of you know the 7th & 8th grade

 class has been fund raising to take a
class trip to Washington D.C. and
surrounding areas of history. We want to
take this time to thank all the
congregational members for their support
f inancially or by prayer. The
Rent-A-Student will be on going into the
new year, so if we can be of any help
please call the school office or Mrs
Gullen. A BIG thank you to Mr. Matt
Leischner for all his assistance with the
students work projects. Thanks also
goes out to Rita & Randy Tendick for all
their help during this busy time.  May
God bless your holiday season as we
remember that He is the Reason to
celebrate!

Show Your Support for Life!

Life Sunday is January 18, 2015 and Illinois Valley Lutherans for Life will once again
sponsor the signature page in the Jacksonville Journal-Courier.
If you wish to proclaim your support for the sanctity of human life, fill out the form
below and return by the deadline of Tuesday, January 13, 2015.
Any questions, call Jeanne Strubbe, 217-243-8562.

Name:____________________________________________________
Additional Name:____________________________________________
Church:___________________________________________________
Phone:____________________________________________________
One individual name per line please.
Please make checks payable to: 
IL Valley Lutherans for Life
Return the form along with $5.00 per name, per line to:
Illinois Valley Lutherans for Life  P.O. Box 911  Jacksonville, IL 62651
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Guild Grapevine
January, 2016

I am the vine, ye are the branches.  He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing.  John 15:5

YOU ARE WONDERFUL : Salem Ladies Guild says “THANK YOU, THANK YOU,
THANK YOU” for once again making our Cookie Walk a huge success.
We were so blessed! We thank the Lord for providing us an absolutely gorgeous
day. Thank you Salem members for your response to our requests for cookies,
candies, all the wonderful things you make for us to sell at the Cookie Walk.  Thank
you to all of the women who worked tirelessly Thursday evening and Friday, many of
whom worked all day Friday. Thank you to the men who were there for us whenever
we needed their help – bringing in the stable, moving chairs and tables, and running
errands. Once again our cafeteria was turned into an inviting confectionary and at
3:00 P.M. the crowd was anxiously anticipating our unwrapping the cookies on
display.  Many of us heard their thanks and their expression that Salem has the “best”
Cookie Walk in Jacksonville. We could not do it without all of your help. As of now we
have received $2,000 which will be divided among our three projects selected by the
Guild members at our October meeting which include our school, our LEAP fund, and
John Zimmerman, Ft. Wayne seminary student whom the Guild has supported during
his years at the Sem. Thanks again for your support. God’s blessings as you make
preparations for His birthday.

QUARTERLY MEETING: Salem Ladies Guild will meet Monday, January 18th at 7:00
P.M. in the annex. Remember to bring your mite box and $14.00 for the annual dues.
Our Central Illinois District receives $10.00 of our dues, $2.50 goes to our Guild, and
$1.50 to missions. New officers will be installed and plans for activities for 2016
presented. Please use the west parking lot and enter through the narthex.  Hostesses
are Connie Walker, Jennifer Rhodes, and Toni Hammond.
“BOUNTIFUL! Sow – Nourish – Reap” And God is able to make all grace abound
to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in
every good work. (2 Corinthians 9:8)   SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCHTHE LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI SYNODEAST COLLEGE AT SOUTH EAST STPO BOX 1057JACKSONVILLE IL 62651Change Service Requested
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