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Bethel United Church of Christ                

2400 Central Avenue 

Nebraska City, NE  68410 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

SCHEDULED TO SERVE AUGUST 2020 

        LAY LEADERS 

       Aug. 2  Aug. 9   Aug. 16  Aug. 23  Aug. 30 

       Sarah Bando  

        SOUND SYSTEM 

        Aug. 2:  Dennis Marshall Aug. 9 & 16:  Nick Brown  Aug. 23 & 30:  Norm Brown 

 

        MOWING    

        Week of:   Aug. 3       Aug. 10         Aug. 17            Aug. 
24      

                      Roger P.      Dale W.         Dennis M.          Stephen L.                                                                     
                                                                                                                                 
          Aug. 
31 

          Allan 
B. 

       FLOWERS ~  Sarah Bando   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 

SCHEDULED TO SERVE IN SEPTEMBER 
 

LAY READERS 

Sept. 6:  Kassi Holman    Sept. 13:  Jen Tietz    Sept. 20:  Lenny Tietz                                                    

Sept. 27:  Sue Griepenstroh   

 

SOUND 

Sept. 6 & 13th:  Burt Weible Sept. 20 & 27th:  Stephen Luther 

 

ACOLYTERS 

Sept. 6:  Lily & Lexi  Sept. 13: (Acolyte training) Morgan, Bryson, Braxton & Braellen  

Sept. 20:  Morgan & Chloe Sept. 27:  Bryson & Braxton     

 

MOWING 

Week of: 

Sept. 7:  Roger Pieper Sept. 14:  Allan Barrett Sept. 21:  Stephen Luther      

Sept. 28:  Dennis & Carol   

 

FLOWERS ~ Connie Jensen 
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The Spiritual Council would like to take this opportunity to get your opinion on the     

future of Bethel United Church of Christ and the direction we should focus on.  Your 

input is very important.  Please answer these questions and return them to the 

church. 

 

1.  How would you describe the church to the community?  

2. What draws you to the church? 

3. If you could change one thing, what would it be?  

4. Where would you like to see our church be in 3 years, 5 years?  

5. What are you willing to do to help make the church grow? 

 

Thank you for your help in growing our church. 

God Bless, 

Spiritual Council 
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               Church Council                           

 

The Church Council met 8/20/2020. Present were: Dan Hamilton, Mike Wieckhorst, Jane Kreifels, Connie Jensen, Peg 
Johnson, Roger Pieper, Jason Holman, Maggie Brust, Sandy Ried, Sarah Bando, Pastor Keith, Jenn Hamilton, Kathryn 

Luther, Denise Valenzuela, and Rabbi Richard Bristol.     

President Dan Hamilton called the meeting to order. Pastor Keith opened with a prayer.  Jane Kreifels read the minutes of 
the previous meeting.  The minutes were amended.  Mike Wieckhorst made a motion to accept the minutes as amended. 

Jason seconded the motion. The motion passed.    

Kathryn Luther is working on her Girl Scout gold award.   She would like to refurbish and update the veteran’s plaques.  
Kathryn needs 80 hrs of service and hopes to be done by the end of March.  She doesn’t know at this time what the     
project will cost. If anyone has knowledge of veterans who are not included on the current plaques, they can talk to 

Kathryn.  Roger made a motion to approve Kathryn’s plans.  Mike seconded the motion and the motion passed. 

Treasure’s report- Sandy reported that the grants which she applied for should be here by the end  of August. She has 
applied for a Cares Act grant, a Stabilization grant and a Healthy Places grant. Peg made a motion to accept the report 

and pay the bills.  Jason seconded the motion and the motion passed.  

Memorial report- Margaret reported that several families who have given memorials prefer to have those gifts anonymous.  

She will give Dan a report of those monies without names.      

Spiritual Council- No report           

Pastor’s report- Pastor Keith explained the Derecho project. Donations will be sent to Marion, IA to be distributed by the 
United Way in that area.  Bethel will sponsor the Christmas Tree Lighting ceremony again this year. Pastor Keith has                

resigned his vice-president position with the NC Ministerial Association.  

Secretary’s report- Sarah reported that the air conditioning wasn’t working on the previous Sunday, was repaired, and 
broke down again on Thurs. Andy Moyer was contacted to look at the tree on the east side of the building.  Another                             
arborist will be contacted.  The basement is rented to a local organization every Wednesday from 8 to 9 pm.  Also a family 
hosting foster children are also using the basement several nights a week.  Choir practice is on hold for now.  The quilters 
will not be using the basement on Applejack weekend.  Game Night will resume on Aug 28th.  Sarah has donated a Keurig 

machine for congregational use.  The pods will be donated.     

Board of Christian Ed.- Confirmation pictures will be done on Aug 30 before service.  They are looking for 2 teachers at 
this time. The Sunday School choir is on hold.  Rally day had been planned for Sept 6, but since that is Labor Day                 

weekend, it may have to be changed.      

Old Business- There was no security report.   Roof repair – we are waiting for a date on which this can be accomplished.  

A congregational meeting will be held Sept 6, with a backup date of Sept 13 to approve the costs of repairing the roof. 

New business- Roger is waiting on a bid from Midwest Sound & Lighting.  A lot of water blew in from the south on the 
glass doors.  They need to be fixed for now, with possibly getting new doors that are tighter in the future.  Dan mentioned 
that the UCC conference had adopted a statement that the UCC supports Black Lives Matter.  Discussion was held about 
this and we need more information on what that means for Bethel Church and what we gain by being members of the 

United Church of Christ. Jen will research this matter and present it at the next meeting.   

Jason made a motion to adjourn and Mike seconded the motion.   

The next meeting will be Sept. 21, 2020.  The meeting was adjourned followed by the Lord’s prayer.   

                   

Respectfully submitted, 

Jane Kreifels, Secretary 
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SPIRITUAL COUNCIL 

The Spiritual Council of Bethel UCC met on August 5, 2020 at 6:00 pm in the Duensing Chapel.  Present included Jen Tietz,    

Pastor Keith, Dean Griepenstoh,  Stephen Luther, Rabbi Richard and Nancy Brown.  President Luther called the meeting to order, 

opening it with prayer.  Last months meeting minutes were reviewed and approved as read, moved by Dean and seconded by 

Jen. 

  

Pastor Keith presented his report.  Jamie Horstmann and Jon DeLunger Wedding is planned for October 3rd and Justin Jackson is 

interested in joining our church.  Pastor has heard some comments regarding the Facebook Live being hard to hear.  Discussion 

held and it was decided to try moving the camera closer to the pulpit so the sound would be picked up better.  Pastor Keith will be 

gone August 16th, September 27th, October 4,  October 11th and October 18th.  Rabbi Richard and Pastor Reiger will be filling in.   

 

Old Business:  Curt was not present to give update on the Sound System.  The CD System that Stephen was looking at is no  

longer available.  He will continue to look for something.  Discussion on membership review was held, continued to be tabled to 

figure out how to approach membership with out upsetting them.  Jen is working on ideas to present and receive feedback on our 

church’s activities in the community.  Subjects may include:  How would you present the church to the community? What draws 

you to the church? If you could change one thing, what would it be? Where would you like to see our church be in 3 years,  5 

years? And what are you willing to do to help make the church grow? 

 

New Business:  Some ideas that are coming out of the pandemic that we may want to continue in the future includes improving 

Facebook Live and leaving the offering plate in the back of the chapel.  Discussion was held on how to have communion with the 

conformation members and where to have them sit/stand with their families.   Progress on getting robes cleaned and pictures   

taken is being made by the Board of Christian Education.   

 

Upcoming activities:   

Bethel Brotherhood planned for Saturday the 8th at The Downtowner, Sunday school starts, and Confirmation on August 30. 

Closed with the Lords Prayer. 

Submitted by Nancy Brown,  

Secretary 
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

The Board of Christian Education met on August 17, 2020.  Present were Pastor Keith, Danielle 

Barrett, Sandy Livingston, Nick Brown, Christine Parkyn, and Sarah Bando.  The meeting was 

opened with prayer by Pastor Keith. 

Confirmation will be August 30.  Robe fitting was completed and robes will be ready by August 27.  

Pictures will be taken on August 30 at 8:30 before the service.  Nick will look into getting some  

cookies for the confirmands and Sarah will order flowers. 

Sunday School planning was done.  Due to the uncertainty with COVID protocols and the loss of 

two teachers, the board discussed having two or three classes held via Zoom and distributing       

materials to parents for the pre-kindergarten and kindergarten class.  Danielle will discuss this      

option with the remaining teachers and ask them for curriculum input so it can be ordered prior to 

September. 

Sunday School choir is on hold for now due to COVID.  The remainder of the group events (fall 

event, Christmas program, etc) will be revisited at the September meeting to see what is feasible 

with COVID. 

Rally Day will be September 6
th
.  It will be held outdoors, weather permitting.  Individually wrapped 

doughnuts and juice will be provided.  Teacher recognition and 3
rd

 grade Bible presentation will be 

during the church service on Rally Day. 

Acolyte training will be held in late August or early September after church, COVID protocols                       

permitting. 

The next meeting was set for September 21 at 6:00 p.m.  The meeting was closed with the Lord’s 

Prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted- 

Christine Parkyn 

 

  A HUGE thank you to Brianna Johnson and Elizabeth Luther for 

taking on the Pre-K/Kindergarten Sunday school class, and to Sandy 

Ried and Lisa Bristol for taking on the 5th-7th grade Sunday school 

class!  These 4 ladies stepped up when we really needed it and we are 

incredibly grateful!   

 Sunday school begins September 13th in person at the church! 
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On Sunday, August 30th we were FINALLY able to hold Confirmation!                          

Congratulations to our 7 newest members: 

Cutler Adams, Keston Holman, Mason Wieckhorst, Brianna Johnson,                     

Madisen Tietz, Elizabeth Luther, and Elizabeth Poggemeyer 

 

                                                           SPECIAL DONATION REQUEST 

As you know, Women’s Fellowship has not been able to hold any funeral luncheons, church luncheons, 

or any fundraising activities due to Covid-19.  Their funds are depleting fast.  If you could help them out       

they would really appreciate it.  Please make your donation to Women’s Fellowship (Attn:  Women’s   

Fellowship) and send it to Bethel Church.  Your donation is greatly appreciated! 

Update:  Women’s Fellowship Christmas Luncheon has been moved from Tuesday, December 8th to 

Tuesday, December 1st.  Lunch will be held in Fellowship Hall and catered by Valentino’s. 

 

Our Church Council is looking for someone to be the Buildings and Grounds person.  This is a volunteer 

position.  What we need is someone to keep an eye on the parsonage, the church, and the grounds.  

This could be a once a month type thing where you check everything over looking for any problems, 

then report back to the Council at the monthly meeting.  It does not mean you have to fix the problems                     

yourself, you simply report back with your findings.  If anyone is interested, please let the office or Dan 

Hamilton know.  Thank you!   

 

    IN OUR PRAYERS IN JULY 

  Justin Williams, Logan Drabek, Rachelle Drabek, Roy Murphy, Tim Worcester, Janice Holman, Lou 

Hauptman, Larry Blocker, the Voelker family, the Zech family, Dakota Miller, NinaJean Rohlfs, Matt     

Myers, Emmett Clark (Sandy Livingston’s grandson), Audrey Graves, Larry Farris, Lisa Newburn,        

Andrew Krogmeier, Lia Bollinger, Brenda Walters, Caleb Bescheinen, Dennis Shattow, Dorothy Jones, 

Arlen Jones, Joan Schroeder, Sam Chaney (great niece of Cindy Kreifels), Brent Livingston, the family 

and friends of John Feilen, Judy Schutte, those affected by Covid-19, bullying, suicide, and depression, 

and all who struggle with chronic illness, including those reside in their homes and long-term care        

facilities.  
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Lenny & Jenifer Tietz 

~September 2, 2000~ 

 

Scotty & Laura Kilpatrick 

~September 2, 2018~ 

 

Michael & Allison Mills  

~September 5, 1998~  

 

Ben & Emily Juilfs 

~ September 12, 2014 ~ 

 

Dale & Bonnie Wurtele  

~September 18, 1960~  

 

Tyson & Molly Hermann  

~September 25, 2010~  

 

Dennis & Carol Marshall  

~September 28, 1985~  

          

 

 

 
Madison Tietz 1st         Linda Brooke 6th   

Chloe Barrett 11th        Abbie Marshall 13th           

Greg Ramold 14th         Dean Biere  15th              

Christian Tietz 16th     Cailyn Heye 17th 

Janice Holman  18th     Kay Nannen 18th                

Kendra Rowh 18th         Dale Wurtele Sr. 22nd 

Aspen Kreifels 25th      Anna Marie Meadows 26th              

Jacob Sinner 27th 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy Brown’s mother, Rosemary Liesemeyer, is 
celebrating her 85th birthday on October 6th. 

They are throwing her a card shower!  If you would 
like to send her a card, her address is: 

Rosemary Liesemeyer 

15138 Lone Star Road 

Sapulta, OK  74066 
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                       Continued on page 8…... 
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THE BETHEL BEACON ~ SEPTEMBER 2020 

Church Telephone #:  (402) 873-6218  

Email: bethelucchurch1887@gmail.com    

     Website:  www.bethelucchurch.com 

              Find us on  

BETHEL UNITED CHURCH 

OF CHRIST                          

2400 CENTRAL AVE.          

NEBRASKA CITY, NE 

68410 

Keith A. Valenzuela, Pastor 

pkvalenz@gmail.com 

 

Sunday School @ 9 am   
Worship time @ 10:00 am 

 

                         A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Recently, Bethel was able to be a part of a project that gave aid to those hit by a storm in central Iowa. 

Residents, farmers and businesses were hit by a “Derecho”; a straight-line wind ground tornado that has winds in excess 
of 112 mph – this particular storm saw winds up to 140 mph, was 40 miles wide, over 100 miles in length and lasted      

approximately 40 minutes. 

Media outlets were lax in reporting this event; over 130,000 people were impacted, leaving them without power and their 

lives completely up-ended. 

We went into action. A social media, word-of-mouth and radio campaign got the word out that we were heading up a 

C.A.R.E. package to send to the Marion, Davenport and Cedar Rapids areas – places that were hit the hardest. 

This C.A.R.E. (“Called Across the River Evangelism”) package was an 8.5’ X 16’  trailer stuffed with bottled water, diapers, 
Salvation Army clean-up buckets that had cleaning supplies and a broom, work gloves, new fuel cans and other                           

essentials. 

Denise and I drove the trailer out and delivered the goods to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Marion, IA. The church was a 

drop off point for other churches and entities that wanted to assist in providing essentials. 

“8 Days of Hope” (eightdaysofhope.com) is a Christian ministry that lends aid to various areas hit by disasters in our   

country, and was instrumental in coordinating a “collection station.” 

I am extremely proud of our church! We stepped up and were active participants in something that is bigger than us. We 
were the ONLY church that I know of in our area that did something like this. Understand that this is not mentioned to say, 
“HEY! Look at us!” or, “Let’s toot our horn!” Rather, this is mentioned because we chose to be obedient to Philippians 2:4:  

“Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.” 

Scripture also gives us a warning when we don’t help others when it is in our power to lend aid: “Whoever closes his ear to 

the cry of the poor will himself call out and not be answered.“ - Proverbs 21:13. 

Our church is quietly making a difference in our community. 

I had to purchase a large item at Orscheln’s and needed help in getting it loaded in the truck. The person that helped me 
asked, “Are you the pastor at Bethel?” When I replied “yes,” he said, “Last year your church offered meals to those that 
were displaced by the floods. My family took advantage of those meals; they were a blessing to us, and I just want to say 

thank you for doing that.”.   

On one of the days we were accepting donations at the trailer at church, a person came and dropped off 52 of the         
Salvation Army buckets that I previously mentioned and said, “This church fed us last year when we were dealing with 

flooding issues. I’m here to let you know we deeply appreciated those meals, and I’m here to pay it forward.” 

This is what “Church” is about; effecting change in a world that needs help, thereby opening up opportunities to share 

God’s message of hope, love and salvation through His son, Jesus Christ. 

I wonder what we’ll do next? 

Blessings, 

Pastor Keith 


