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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Wow! How fast a quarter flies by.
Yep, three months, that's how long I've been sharing in ministry with all of you here at Bethel United
Church of Christ. I've learned and experienced a lot while in your midst and have found God very
much at work here at Bethel.
I have come to understand and appreciate something I trust you as members and part of this congregation have understood and appreciated for some time: God has placed Bethel in a unique place, with a
unique set of resources, and a unique body of people.
Admittedly, this can be and surely should be said about every congregation. At the same time, I think
this point really warrants emphasis and attention among you at Bethel. I have been trying to make you
aware that being here in this congregation with this congregation's ministry is not about "going to
church. None of us were forgiven by the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ, by the love of God
through Jesus Christ, none of us has been given the gift of the Holy Spirit, so that we can "go to
church" on a Sunday morning.
We have been given grace, mercy, love, forgiveness, gifts, strength, courage not so we can enter a
sanctuary and sing some songs and shake some hands and answer each other with the obligatory
response, "Good," when asked the obligatory question, "How are you?" We have been met by and
called to a relationship with the God of the Universe not so we can go to church; but we've been met
and called so we can be the church.
You don't go to Bethel UCC in Nebraska City. YOU ARE Bethel UCC IN Nebraska City!
You are THE BODY OF CHRIST in Nebraska City in the form of Bethel UCC.
You are the body of Christ to each other —each Sunday when we gather for worship and fellowship.
You are the body of Christ sitting right by a busy campus of children, youth, adults throughout the
year, passing this building, its sign, its property, and all that it represents of the people who call it their
sacred space from which to make alive and real the name of Jesus Christ.
YOU are the Body of Christ who has an opportunity to touch lives virtually every day, in so many
ways. Do not wait to be asked; do not wait until you think all the conditions are right; do not wait for
your life to straighten out; do not wait for things to get less hectic or busy. BE THE BODY OF
CHRIST. Challenge each other; challenge the church leaders but most importantly, challenge yourself
to BE THE BODY OF CHRIST and encourage each other to make decisions and agendas focusing on
being that body of Christ.
We Are The Church!
Pastor David
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IN OUR PRAYERS IN AUGUST : Justin Williams, Betty Blankenship, Logan Drabek, Mason Wieckhorst, Ella Mathisen, John
Ensign, Alice Oelke, Don Grundman, Roy Murphy, Tim
Worcester, JoAnn Weible, Kay Gillpatrick, Helen Ramold,
Connie Gieseking, Dale Wurtele, Dean Hauptman, the family
and friends of Don Landwier, the family and friends of George
Stukenholtz, and all who struggle with chronic illness, including
those who reside in their homes and long-term care facilities.
Why not come and join us for our next
Fireside Chat - Come and join us in the
Almighty God, whose Son
fun and fellowship on September 30, 2017
at 5:00 PM. We will gather around the fire Jesus Christ in his earthly life
to roast marshmallows, have hotdogs and
shared our toil and hallowed
enjoy good conversation. Corn hole,
ladder toss, horse shoes, croquet, volley
our labor: Be present with
ball and other outside games are also possible.
Why not invite a friend, neighbor, or even a stranger?
your people where they work;

make those who carry on the
We will be doing some fall clean up inside and
outside of the church on Saturday,
September 30, 2017 beginning at 9 am.
All help is greatly appreciated!

industries and commerce of
his land responsive to your
will; and give to us all a pride

in what we do, and a just
Sunday school will begin on Sept. 10,

return for our labor; through

2017. We will also have acolyte

Jesus Christ our Lord, who

training and the presentation of 3rd

lives and reigns with you, in

grade bibles.

the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Tuesday, Sept. 12th, Women’s Fellowship will be
having a brown bag lunch at noon and will be
holding their election of officers for 2017-2018.

Amen. (Book of Common
Prayer, pg. 259)

All Bethel women are welcome!
The blessing of the animals will be observed on Sunday
October 8, at 2:00 p.m. All are invited to join the gathering, meet
others and ask for God’s blessing on the family’s loved one’s
animals or favorite stuffed animals.

Thank you to everyone
who brightened our
sanctuary with flowers,
and who sponsored
bulletins during the
month of August. 2

Madison Tietz ~1st

Linda Brooke ~6th

Harold Huss ~7th

Chloe Barrett ~11th

Abbie Marshall ~13th

Greg Ramold ~14th

Dean Biere ~ 15th

Christian Tietz 16th

Cailyn Heye ~17th

Janice Holman ~ 18th

Kay Nannen~18th

Kendra Rowh ~18th

Derek Ferguson 20th

Dale Wurtele Sr. 22nd Aspen Kreifels ~ 25th

Anna Marie Meadows
26th

Jacob Sinner
27th

LOOKING AHEAD TO OCTOBER
Sun., 1st: Communion/ Food Pantry, World Communion Sunday
(Neighbors in Need Special Mission Offering)
Mon., 2nd: Spiritual Council Mtg. 6:15 pm
Sun. 8th: Fellowship Hall rsvd. By Danielle Barrett
Outdoor Pet Blessing 2 pm
Mon. 9th: Board of Christian Ed. Mtg. 6 pm
Church Council Mtg. 7 pm

Sun. 15th: Annual Hayrack Ride (time TBA), Youth Fellowship
Sun., 17th: Youth Fellowship following worship
Tues., 17th: Ministerial Association meeting 9 am
Sun. 29th: Youth Fellowship Elevator Fundraiser Dinner
(Heartland Assoc. Mtg. some time this month)
*Choir practice every Wednesday at 7pm

Michael & Allison Mills
~September 5, 1998~
Ben & Emily Juilfs
~ September 12, 2014 ~

Dale & Bonnie Wurtele
~September 18, 1960~
Tyson & Molly Hermann
~September 25, 2010~
Dennis & Carol Marshall
~September 28, 1985~
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NOTE FROM TREASURER: GIVING TO FINANCE BETHEL UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST
As you can see from the financial report, we are still in the RED regarding the General Fund and we
as a Church are not meeting our Church’s day to day operational needs.
Your Church council has had many discussions regarding the finances of our Church, and have
asked “How should we raise funds and obtain the financial income to accomplish the work of the
Church?” Consideration has been given to tithing, offering online giving options, raffles, bake sales,
white elephant sales, luncheons and chicken dinners.
What happens when there is no money in the bank? Do we have to close the Church?
Because we rely heavy on the donations and offerings of our members, how should members decide how much to donate?
Here are some questions we should consider in helping us determine our giving to our Church or
God:
Am I really carrying my fair share of the responsibility to support the work of the church, or am I
leaving this up to others?
Am I seeking to give as much as I can, or do I try to “get by” with giving just a little to the Lord
and spending the rest to please myself and my family?
Do I give the way I would want other people to give if they were giving to meet my need—if I
were the lost person who needed to hear the gospel, or if I was the Christian in need?
Do I give as much as Jesus would give if HE were in my place? If HE had my income and my
family obligations, would HE give more?
If you miss attending church on any given Sunday, do you make up your weekly offering or do
you just skip that week and pocket the money for other things?
Is God pleased with your giving?
What does the Bible teach us?

Embracing An Adult Faith: This is a five session study in which we will explore the
topics of God, Jesus, Salvation, Community and Practice. I would like to have an idea
of how many are interested. I am planning on meeting on Thursday morning at 10:00
AM and a second group meeting on Thursday evening at 7:00 PM. Both meetings will
be at the parsonage. I will have a sign-up sheet in the back of the sanctuary if you are
interested. Please indicate which time works best for you. If you are interested, but the
time does not work for you please add that by your name on the sign-up sheet. If there
is enough interest I will add a time in the afternoon as well. This Small group would
Start the first week of October and run through the month. ~ Pastor David
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SPIRITUAL
COUNCIL
Bethel United Church of Christ ~ Spiritual Council Meeting
Tuesday, August 9, 2017 ~ Duensing Chapel
Present were: Pastor David Butz, President Burt Weible, Vice President Paula
Ramold, Cindy Weible, Dean Biere, and Secretary Carol Biere.
Burt called the meeting to order. Pastor David led us in prayer.
Paula moved that the July minutes be approved, seconded by Cindy. Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report: He would like a copy of the monthly minutes before they come out in
the Beacon. That will be no problem. We welcomed Pastor David as a new member
of the Bethel congregation. He is planning for his installation as Pastor. He will be
meeting with the Nebraska City Ministerial Association next week. He has been
making plans for confirmation classes and hopefully a confirmation trip. Pictures of
the fireside chat are on Bethel’s Facebook. Nick Brown had a good time at Camp
Kaleo this summer and plans to return next year.
Burt is working on making offering cards for members to use when their Sunday
offerings are taken out of their bank accounts automatically. He has contacted Lenny
about the group he had arranged to come on Good Friday several years ago with the
portrayal of The Last Supper, with the hope we could have them return during Lent
this year.
Pastor David would like to organize a Regional Youth Group in our area.
Ideas were discussed for a possible fund raiser for the confirmation trip.
World Wide Communion is the first Sunday in October.

Dennis Marshall is heading the Labor Day Brunch again this year.
As there was no further business, Dean moved the meeting be adjourned, seconded
by Cindy. Motion carried.
We joined hands and united in the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Carol Biere
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CHURCH COUNCIL
August 8, 2017
In attendance were President John Vock, Vice President Chip Johnson, Secretary Norm Brown, Connie Jensen,
Loren Mleynek, Mike Redelfs, Jane Kreifels, Pastor David Butz, Church Secretary Sarah Bando, Financial Secretary
Sandy Ried, and Guest Stephen Luther.
President John Vock called the Bethel Church Council Meeting to order.
Pastor David opened the meeting with a prayer. Secretary Norm Brown read the minutes from the July 11th meeting.
Corrections to the minutes was Pastor David installed new light bulbs in the outside lights and they are all working.
Chip Johnson made a motion and Loren Mleynek seconded to approve the minutes with the corrections.
Sandy Ried presented the bills. Mike Redelfs made a motion to pay the bills, seconded by Chip.
Stephen Luther updated the Council on Katherine's landscaping the tree around the Outside Worship Area.
Katherine will be using river rocks instead of mulch and dirt around the tree and plant perennial plants.
Pastor David gave the Spiritual Council report. A Laminator will be used for the card for members to place in the
offering plate if they do online banking for the offering.
Pastor David gave the Board Of Christian Ed report. Sunday School will start the second Sunday of September. The
Hayrack Ride will be the Third Sunday of September. Pastor David will be having a small adult group meet at the
parsonage the second or third Sunday of September.
Pastor David has met with all the members who are confined to long term care facilities. Participated at the Otoe
County Fair. Pastor and Nick Brown went to Kamp Kaleo in July to the Fine Arts Camp.
Sarah Bando Church Secretary gave her report. Arbor Cleaning and Restoration did the floors in the two kitchens,
the hallway and Fellowship Hall and cleaned the carpets in Duensing Chapel. Sarah will contact the Security
Company who installed the cameras, monitor and door lock about updating the monitor system.
A Free Will Donation Rummage Sale consisting of Church items will follow the Labor Day Brunch in Fellowship Hall.
Connie Jensen made a motion and seconded by Jane Kreifels to let Dean Griepenstroh borrow some of the old
tables for his Mother in Law's Rummage Sale Saturday, August 12.
There being no other business Loren Mleynek made a motion and Norm Brown second to adjourn. The Meeting
closed with the Lord's Prayer.
The next Bethel UCC Church Council Meeting will be Tuesday, September 12 at 7 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
Secretary Norman Brown
(Note: Meeting has been changed to Monday, September 11th at 7 pm)
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Board of Christian Education meet August 2, 2017. Present Jen Tietz, Jamie
Horstmann, Pastor David, and Sara Horstmann.
Went over the Sunday School Roster for the 2017-2018 school year, and the
Sunday School calendar for the 2017-2018 school year as well it was approved
and we will be getting a copy out to all the kids and their parents.
Sunday school rally will be August 27 starting at 9 am kids will meet at the church
and we will walk over to Steinhart Park tennis courts, play games, and we will be
serving doughnuts and juice.
Pastor David will be ordering third grade bibles. We have 2 that will be
receiving their bibles.
Discussed the hayrack ride with a possible date of October 15 @ 2 pm at the
Greg and Barb Stukenholtz farm. Sara will be getting in contact with them for an
ok.
Next meeting will be September 5 @ 6pm
Respectfully submitted,
Sara Horstmann
(Note: Meeting has been changed to Monday, September 11th at 6pm)
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 17th!
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SCHEDULED TO SERVE SEPTEMBER 2017
LAY LEADERS
Sept. 3
Burt Weible

Sept. 10
Sarah Bando

GREETERS
Sept. 3
Tietz Family

Sept. 10
Burt & Cindy Weible

Sept. 17
Noah Hamilton
Sept. 17
Ramold Family

USHERS
Sept. 3—Sept. 10
Larry & LaVonda Bando
BJ & Sandy Ried

Sept. 17—Sept. 24
Michelle Francis, Mark Francis
Kevin & Jan Pummel

SOUND SYSTEM
Sept. 3—Sept. 10
Chip Johnson

Sept. 17—Sept. 24
Dennis Marshall

ACOLYTES
Sept. 3
Elizabeth Luther
Need volunteer

Sept. 10
Blake Bando
Chloe Barrett

MOWING WEEK OF 3rd: Jake/Kevin

Sept. 24
Adelene Vock

FLOWERS ~ Connie Jensen
COOKIE FELOWSHP ~ Bonnie & Connie

Sept. 17
Nick Brown
Mason Wieckhorst
10th: Stephen

Sept. 24
BJ & Sandy Ried

Sept. 24
Landon Ferguson
Lilian Graham

17th: Dennis & Carol

24th: Allan

Bethel United Church of Christ
2400 Central Avenue
Nebraska City, NE 68410
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

2017
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