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A Note from the Pastor 
 

 We are approaching the 10 year mark of September 11th.  I know what I was doing when I received 

news of the attack on American soil, and you know what you were doing too.  We know what we were doing 

because horrific events such as these are indelibly marked in our memory.  As I received the news I sat in utter 

disbelief.  People all across America were calling relatives and friends, making sure everyone were okay.  

Families spread apart by distance had the voice of their loved one to bring a sense of calm to that chaotic time 

in history.   

 I was a student pastor at the time and I remember asking myself: “What can I say?  What will I say?”  I 

remember turning to the pages of the psalms and found myself with Psalm 46.  This timeless psalm brought a 

sense of comfort for me.  The psalmist writes: “Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 

though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains 

tremble with its tumult” (vs. 2-3).  In all of the disruption and chaos, the psalmist says God is in the midst of it 

all to help.  The psalmist reports in verse 1 of the psalm, in the original Hebrew language: “God is for us a  

refuge and strength”.   

 The psalmist declares that God is for us; for all who believe and call out in his name.  In our darkest 

hours, God comes to us as our refuge and strength; a fortress, a strong tower, a rock of Gibraltar, a fortress of 

protection.  This is who God is; this is what God does.  The Apostle Paul writes: If God is for us, who is 

against us?  He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give 

us everything else” (Romans 8:31b-32)?   

 Whatever it is we face in the darkest hours of our human life; in all of the loss, in all of life’s  

uncertainty, in every dimension of life—God is a refuge and strength for us.  Especially when the earth heaves 

and the sky rains fire, we must trust in our God.  What more do we need than what God has given and what 

God has promised us within the Holy Scriptures?  Out of God’s great love he provides for our needs today, 

tomorrow and into eternity.   

 The psalmist concludes with: “Be still and know that I am God!  I am exalted among the nations, I am 

exalted in the earth.  The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge” (vs. 10-11).  May you listen 

for God’s still, small voice in the silence and know that God is God.  God is good all the time.  All the time 

God is good.        

 

Shalom, 

Pastor Rodger 

Check out our new church website at: 

 www.bethelucchurch.com 



BETHEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST                      

Monthly Statement By Brenda J. Wieckhorst                          

July 2011                                              Balance                                                                                                                                 

Current Expenses...…………………………(153.39) 
Missionary Fund OCWM…………………….2,343.50 

Improvement Fund…...…………………….14,568.94 
Capital Project Fund..……………………..14,882.59 

Organ Maintenance Fund..…………….…..2,000.00 
Bethel Beacon…………………....................... 243.23 

Elevator Fund…………………..………………….1,436.00 

Other………………………...............................611.93 

Total……………………………………….…....36,239.58 
  

 

O Spirit, guide us as we use these 
gifts given. May the Spirit’s power 

be added to all we bring. 
~Amen. 

(Seasons of the Spirit UCC Worship Resources) 

A more detailed report has been posted 

on the church bulletin board.  Copies 

will be made available upon request. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

    Bethel Plus is planning a hot dog roast at the fire pit near the 

church.  Please bring table service, a covered dish and a lawn 

chair.  We are planning it for October 9th right after church. If it is 

bad weather we will just have it inside.  We would like all mem-

bers of Bethel Plus to attend so we can plan our Thanksgiving 

menu.  I know this is quite early to announce this but we would 

like you to put in on your calendar. Summer is going really fast 

and then it will be fall and events get planned so we want to get 

this in early.  

   If you have any questions call  

    Gladys at 402-873-7374.   

      Thanks. 

Bethel Plus 



 

 

SPIRITUAL COUNCIL 
The Bethel Spiritual Council met on Tuesday, May 3, 2011.  Those present included Jake Sinner, Kathryn 

Walters, Teri Stukenholtz, Jen Hamilton, and Pastor Good. A devotion based on Matthew 6:11-12 was shared 

by Pastor Good to begin our meeting. 

 

Old Business: 

The Lenten book study and confirmation service were very well received.  Funeral services for Joe Hauptman 

were held on April 14th. Discussion was help regarding our Maundy Thursday altar communion. A few minor 

adjustments are needing to be made in order to avoid traffic confusion. The next altar communion will take 

place on Christmas Eve, 2011. Feedback was also sought regarding the video shown during our Maundy 

Thursday service. Pastor mentioned that the ecumenical Good Friday service held at the First United Method-

ist Church had between 25 and 30 attendance. 

 

New Business: 

Upcoming Church calendar events include the Bando Wedding on June 11th; the Erin Jensen/Cody Kuszak 

wedding on July 2nd; the confirmation trip in July (TBA); the September Pet Blessing (TBA); and the 

Kreifels/Gregory wedding on September 17th. 

 

The Celebrate 125 Committee has asked that as part of our year long 2012 celebration, the Spiritual Council 

please update our church history from 1987 to present. Much discussion was held regarding how to begin this 

process. A pictorial directory is also  wanted as part of the updated information. It was decided that because 

this requires a major amount of work, it may be necessary to form committees to help in the process. We will 

be seeking the help of all members in order to complete this project, especially from those who have been as-

sociated with the church for the last 25 years. It was mentioned that taking advantage of local help would be 

preferred when the time comes to publish our findings. If anyone has a particular piece of church history, a 

story or pictures they would like to share for this project, please contact the church office or a member of the 

Spiritual Council. They include Teri Stukenholtz, Jake Sinner, Jen Hamilton, Kathryn Walter, Kay Nannen, 

and Pastor Good. 

 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

The Spiritual Council will resume meeting on Tuesday, September 6, 2011 at 6:00pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted 

Jen Hamilton 

Secretary 



 The Celebrate 125 Committee met recently to continue planning for our celebra-

tion of  125 years in the ―life‖ of  Bethel U.C.C. 

 As has been mentioned before, rather than having one big celebration event, we 

have instead planned for at least one special event each month in 2012. 

 Our ―kick-off ‖ will be January 1. How appropriate that our year-long celebra-

tion can begin on the very first day of  the year! The Rev. Roddy Dunkerson, Nebraska 

Conference minister, will be our guest speaker that day. Also, remember– each person 

coming to church that day will be ringing our church bell, which is also celebrating an 

anniversary. Did you know that our bell was purchased for the 25th anniversary of  the 

Church? Hence, our bell has been ―ringing for Bethel‖ for 100 years! 

 Incidentally, inscribed on the bell are the names of  the 8 church board members. 

Among those names are ―H. Herzog, Sr.‖ and E. Griepenstroh‖, both surnames still on 

our membership rolls today. Also inscribed on the bell in German is Luke 2:14—‖Glory 

to God in the highest and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.‖ 

 We will ring the bell again on July 1, as a combined observance of  midway 

through our year of  celebration and Independence Day. We are designationg that Sun-

day as ―Red, White, and Blue‖ day and encouraging members to wear those patriotic 

colors to church that day. Start planning your wardrobe! 

 We will be giving special attention to Valentine’s Day, Arbor Day, Mother’s and 

Father’s Days, a Memorial Day balloon launch, Applejack Festival, Outdoor Worship, 

Harvest, Thanksgiving, and a final celebration event in December. 

 The Church Council and Spiritual Council are working on putting together a 

combined Pictorial Directory—Church History, comparable to our centennial ―red‖ 

book. 

 Also, music will be a part of  our special celebration. Our music leaders, Connie 

Gieseking and Jennifer Hamilton, are arranging a Sunday morning worship devoted 

entirely to music in March and an abbreviated patriotic musical tribute for our July 1, 

2012, service. In addition, our Gospel Music experts, Nina Jean Rohlfs and Norm 

Brown, are planning a Sunday morning program of  Gospel Music, tentatively sched-

uled for the month of  October. 

 Once again, we emphasize this is YOUR celebration! We hope you will help us 

carry out our plans. 

       ~ Adelene Vock 

 

CELEBRATE 125 COMMITTEE 



 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Wednesday, July 13th, 2011 

The Church Council met Wednesday, July 13, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.   Present were 

Burt Weible, Steve Norris, Deb Kuhn, Sara Horstmann, Pastor Good, Margaret 

Brust, Jane Kreifels, and Tammy Norris. President Burt opened the meeting 

with prayer.  Minutes of  the previous meeting were approved. 

 

The Financial Report was submitted and approved.  Pastor gave the report for 

the Fundraising Committee which includes plans to have a food stand for the 

Applejack parade across the street from the Courthouse.  There was no Memo-

rial Fund report.  Pastor reported his services and visits for the month.  He will 

be on vacation from July 26-August 9.  Norm Brown and Sandy Ried have 

agreed to lead the services while he is gone.  Pastor will begin his counseling in-

ternship in August at the People City Mission in Lincoln. 

 

Tammy reported that the Board of  Christian Education is discussing moving 

the nursery to the lower level and using the current nursery as a classroom for 

the 4th and 5th grades.  The room will be painted and carpeted.  Under Building 

and Grounds report, it was decided to pay the bill for Matt Causgrove’s time to 

install the new building lock computer software system. A tree on the east side 

has been struck by lightning and will be monitored for future damage.  Window 

well covers have been installed at the parsonage. 

 

Under further business, it was reported that the bug situation has improved af-

ter ORKIN treatments.  The organ has been fixed and painting is finished.   

Pictorial Directories were again discussed for the upcoming year. 

 

Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

The next scheduled meeting will be Tuesday, 

August  9, 2011 at 7 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Debra Kuhn 

CHURCH COUNCIL                      



 
 IN OUR PRAYERS IN July/Aug.:  Marie 
Ritter, David Weik, Jack Mleynek, 
Loren Mleynek, Lorraine Cooper, Reva 
Berthold, Terry Weible, Jeanene Pum-
mel, Greg Ramold, Anna Meadows, 

Glen Bremer, Noah Hamilton,  Carlie Bentz, the 
family and friends of  Dallas Adkins Jr., the 
family and friends of  Judy Norris, the family 
and friends of  Letha Brown, all those affected 
by the flooding  

 

Thank you to everyone 
who brightened our 

sanctuary with flowers, 
and who sponsored  

bulletins during the 
months of 

July &August.                                      

 

APPLE CAKE 
2 c. sugar 

2 eggs 

1/2 c. butter flavored Crisco or margarine 

4 c. diced raw apple 

2 c. flour 

1 tsp. soda 

1 tsp. salt 

1/2 tsp. nutmeg 

1 tsp. cinnamon 

1 c. nutmeats 

Mix ingredients in order listed.  In a 9x13 

pan, bake at 350 degrees about 45 minutes.  

Serve with whipped cream.   
 

 

Anyone wishing to do-

nate an apple cake, 

their time, or case of 

water for our Applefest 

Fundraiser, please sign 

the sign- up sheet 

posted on the bulletin 

board.  Items can be 

dropped off at Friends 

of Faith the afternoon 

of Friday, September 

16th. 

                                                                            

Thank you to everyone 
who helped assemble 

the September edition 
of  the Bethel Beacon. 

 



  **LOOKING AHEAD**           

        ~SEPTEMBER~ 
Thurs. September 1st:  Beacon Assembly  9 am 
   Communion at The Ambassador  9:15 am 
Sun. September 4th:  Pew communion, food pantry, Labor Day 
   Brunch  
Tues. September 6th:  Spiritual Council  6 pm 
   Board of Christian Ed  7 pm 
Wed. September 7th:  Sr. Choir practice  7 pm 
Sun. September 11th:  Rally Sunday at Steinhart Park  9 am  
   Sunday service begins at 10:30 am 
Tues. September 13th:  Women’s Fellowship  Noon lunch 
    Church Council  7pm 
Wed. September 14th:  UC Believers Rally BBQ  5 pm 
   Senior Choir Practice  7 pm 
Thurs. September 15th:  Church Use—Heritage Needlework    
     Guild 
Friday September 16th:  Church Use—Gregory/Kreifels  
      Rehearsal 
Saturday September 17th:  Kayle Gregory & Jared Kreifels  
         Wedding 
Wed. September 21st:  Senior Choir Practice  7 pm 
Thurs. September 22nd:  Celebrate 125 Meeting  2 pm 
Mon. September 26th:  Meals on Wheels  11 am 
Wed. September 28:  Senior Choir Practice 7 pm 
Thrus. September 29th:  Beacon Assembly  9 am 
 

BEST WISHES TO THOSE CELEBRATING THEIR                      
BIRTHDAYS  & WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES IN  

SEPTEMBER 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY’S 

 

Allen Schreiner (1) Madison Tietz (1) Linda Brooke (6)  Harold Huss (7)  

Chloe Barrett (11) Abbie Marshall (13) Greg Ramold (14) James Griepenstroh (15) 

Christian Tietz (16) Cailyn Heye (17)  Kay Nannen (18) Kendra Rowh (18) 

Joy Reese (25)  Anna Marie Meadows (26)   Jacob Sinner (27) 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Mills September 5, 1998 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Marshall September 28, 1985 

 

 
 UC Believer’s is in need of a  

Program Director.   
Please contact the church office 

if  you are interested in  
volunteering. 

 

The Spiritual Council is in need of an 

Organ or Piano player for three Sundays 

in October.  If interested, please con-

tact Teri Stukenholtz  

at 874-9347.  Thank you! 

 

 

 Our UC Believer’s are having 

a fund raiser!  Calendars are for 

sale in the back of the church for 

$6 each.  You may leave your money 

in the basket next to he box.  

Please make all checks payable to UC 

Believers. 



Church Website 

 In an earlier issue of The Beacon it was reported that the Church Council had approved 

the development of a church website.  The website is up and running and I hope you will go 

and browse the site.  It is by no means finished, but by the end of the year we hope to have the 

website fully functional.  The website will be continually updated with announcements, the 

calendar, the church newsletter, our member directory, and other various items of interest.  You 

will be able to print the church calendar from this website as well as make prayer requests.  To 

make a prayer request on the website simply click on the prayer tab and a box will open in the 

left margin so you can leave your prayer requests.  If you want to get into the password re-

stricted parts of the website please contact the church office.  The website will allow us to de-

liver The Beacon electronically.  However, the Church Council realizes that not everyone has a 

means to receive the newsletter electronically.  That being said, The Beacon will still be mailed 

to those who do not have internet access.  We realize how important The Beacon is to those 

who are confined to their homes.  The Beacon will still be made available in paper format.  

Please notify the Church Office if you would like The Beacon mailed to you.  The Beacon may 

also be picked up when attending church.  Please call the Church Office with any questions.  

Visit Bethel’s website at www.bethelucchurch.com.   

http://www.bethelucchurch.com


 

If  you are interested in the trip to the Holy 

Land in September of  2012, we need a firm 

commitment by September 30th of  this year.  

This allows us time to recruit people outside 

of  Bethel if  we have spots to fill.  Tentative 

plans are to make the trip towards the end 

of  September 2012. 

 

 

Meals~On~Wheels 

Bethel UCC delivers meals every 4th and 

5th Monday 

Pastor needs volunteers to help him with 

these deliveries. 

This is about a 30min. commitment once or 

twice a month, but it has such a huge im-

pact to those receiving the meals. 

Please prayerfully consider assisting with 

this mission. 

See Pastor Rodger for more information 

and to volunteer.  



WOMEN’S 

FELLOWSHIP 

Sandy Ried called to order the regular summer meeting of the Women's Fellowship on June 14, 2011 in which 
twelve attended.   
The previous meetings minutes were read and approved.  
Correspondence included thank yous from the Stovall family, the family of MaryAnn Grundman and the Korring 
family.  
Our Treasurer, Jane Kriefels gave the financial report.  
Committee reports were given: 
          1. Spiritual Life-Marilyn Weible reported that cards and letters were sent to Vic Grundman, Kathryn Walters    
   and Anna Meadows.  
          2. Visitation- LaVonne Grundman and Helen Ramold reported having a very nice day visiting several friends 
    in local nursing homes in early June.  
          3. Bingo- It was reported that this went a little better than the previous month as far as attendance.  
          4. Altar flowers-Margaret, Susan and Joan reported that three arrangements were provided by friends recently 
    saying "they have been such quality fresh flowers that we were able to use them for many weeks."  All 
    flowers are greatly appreciated.  
          5. Courtesy- Joan Weible reported that the Korring funeral lunch went very well.  The arrangement to ask $4 
    per plate with a guarantee of 60 plates was well accepted.  The Women's Fellowship was extremely 
    happy to provide food for friends who have been displaced by the flooding recently.  If we can be of any 
    help to those affected, please contact us.   
           6. Kitchen- Jen will continue to monitor the kitchens. Thank you to the UC Believers ladies who took such 
    good care of them throughout the year.  
           7. Fun & Fellowship- Joan reported that all is well and invites everyone to join them on the first Wednesday 
    of each month at 1pm.  
           8. Prayer Chain- Sandy reported that she spoke with Connie Gieseking who mentioned that the prayer chain 
    continues to go well. We appreciate how quickly this allows for information to be received.   
 
Unfinished Business: 
Our next meeting will be on Sept. 13th when we will elect officers for the upcoming year.   
For our Christmas Tea on Dec. 2nd we are all asked to bring cookies or desserts.  Discussion was held regarding 
decorations, use of the silver service and entertainment.  Sandy will speak with the public schools about providing 
possible musical entertainment.  
Thank you to Pastor Good and Katie Chapin for volunteering to serve Meals on Wheels in May.  If you would like to 
volunteer, please let Pastor Good know.  
The 2nd new 100 cup coffee pot is in good working order. Thank you to Susan Good for her help in purchasing it.  
We discussed more ideas about how and when we might schedule a time to celebrate with a fellow Bethel 
family.  Sandy will follow up on this.  
 
New Business:  
            1. A bill was presented for $30.78 by Joan Weible.  A motion was made by Susan Good to pay it with a 2nd 
from Margaret Brust.  
 
The least coin, Birthday and regular offering was made.  
The meeting was adjourned with the closing prayer "Go Slowly." 
We then celebrated all of our 2011 birthdays with cake and fellowship time.   
The next regular meeting will be Sept. 13, 2011 at noon. Please bring a brown bag lunch if you wish.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jen Hamilton, Secretary 



AUGUST 2011 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

The Church Council met Tuesday, August 9, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Burt 

Weible, Deb Kuhn, Pastor Good, Margaret Brust, Frank Malzer, Jane Kreifels, 

Brenda Wieckhorst, Sarah Bando and Rick Shallenberger. President Burt called the 

meeting to order and Pastor gave the opening prayer. 

Minutes for the previous meeting were not available and will be read at the next 

meeting.  Brenda presented the Financial Report which was approved by the Coun-

cil.  She will be ordering new offering pew envelopes.  There was no fundraising 

report or memorial fund report given.  Pastor Good stated he conducted 1 wedding, 

1 baptism, attended a 125 Committee meeting, helped deliver Meals on Wheels,  

and did several counseling in the month of July.  Upcoming events include Sunday 

School Rally Day on September 11 with the first day of Sunday School on Septem-

ber 18th. 

Frank gave the Building and Grounds report.  Several tree limbs were blown down 

in the recent storm. A dimmer switch needs to be replaced in the sanctuary.  The 

grab bars have been purchased to install in the bathrooms.  Frank will attempt to 

replace some ceiling tiles in the Sunday School rooms.  He has fixed some window 

blinds.  He will contact the company who works on the church organ about the cost 

of an annual maintenance contract. 

Under Unfinished Business, Burt spoke to Stephen about the elevator project.  The 

committee feels they need $25,000 in the account before hiring an architect to 

draw up the elevator project.  There is not that much money in the account at this 

time for that. 

Under New Business, Tammy  Norris has submitted her resignation as Church Sec-

retary effective August 4, 2011.  The Council expressed how much her work has 

been appreciated and that she will be missed.  Upon her recommendation, the 

Council voted and accepted to have Sarah Bando fill the secretarial position.  She 

has been filling in for Tammy and has learned the job quickly. 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Debra Kuhn 

CHURCH COUNCIL                      
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Scheduled to serve September 2011 
LAY LEADERS                                                                                                                                                   
Sep. 4   Sep. 11   Sep. 18   Sep. 25 

Tammy Norris  Adelene Vock  Cindy Kriefels  Norman Brown 
           
GREETERS 
Sep. 4   Sep. 11   Sep. 18   Sep. 25 

Gene & Kay Nannen Katie Chapin  Cindy Kreifels   Harold & Gladys Huss 
   Brenda Rayhel                                                                                                                                                                                                 
USHERS    
Sep. 4        Sep. 11~Sep. 18   Sep. 25 

Dean & Sue Griepenstroh   Larry & LaVonda Bando          Allen & Delores  
Virginia Miller ~ Donna        Dean & Carol Biere  Schreiner 
Weible       Jane Kreifels~Cindy  
       Kreifels 
SOUND SYSTEM  
Sep. 4    Sep. 11~Sep. 18   Sep. 25 

Cliff Stukenholtz            Chip Johnson                Cliff Stukenholtz 
    
ACOLYTES 
Sep. 4   Sep. 11   Sep. 18   Sep. 25 

Dylan Holman  Hailey Walters  Jordan Moyer  Noah Hamilton 
Quintin Holman  Lauryn Hawkins  Jason Stukenholtz Mason Hamilton  
 
NURSERY ATTENDANT  
Sep. 4   Sep. 11   Sep. 18   Sep. 25 

Brenda Rayhell  Tracy Wieckhorst Jamie Horstmann Julia Francis 
 

 

 Sunday Worship  9:30 am 

 Rally Sunday  

Sept. 11th  

Worship returns to 10:30 am 

September  Cookie                                            

Fellowship 

Katie Chapin & 

Brenda Rayhel 


