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THE BETHEL BEACON ~ OCTOBER 2019 
Church Telephone #:  (402) 873-6218  

Email: betheluccurch1887@gmail.com    

     Website:  www.bethelucchurch.com 

              Find us on  

BETHEL UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST                          

2400 CENTRAL AVE.          
NEBRASKA CITY, NE 

68410 

Keith A. Valenzuela, Pastor 

pkvalenz@gmail.com 

 

Sunday School @ 9 am   
Worship time @ 10:00 am 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

 

Witches, Ghosts and Goblins, Oh My! 
(Parts of this message contain thoughts from Travis Allen) 

 
Halloween. It's a time of year when the air gets crisper, the days get shorter, and for many young       
Americans the excitement grows in anticipation of the darkest, spookiest holiday of the year. Retailers 
also rejoice, knowing that  Halloween brings in approximately $8 billion annually.  How should Christians 
respond to Halloween? Is it irresponsible for parents to let their children trick-or-treat? What about    
Christians who refuse any kind of celebration during the season—are they overreacting? 
 
The name "Halloween" comes from the All Saints Day celebration of the early Christian church, a day set 
aside for the solemn remembrance of the martyrs. All Hallows Eve, the evening before All Saints Day, 
began the time of remembrance. "All Hallows Eve" was eventually contracted to "Hallow-e'en," which  
became "Halloween." 
 
As Christianity moved through Europe it collided with indigenous pagan cultures and confronted           
established customs. Pagan holidays and festivals were so entrenched that new converts found them to 
be a stumbling block to their faith. To deal with the problem, the organized church would commonly move 
a distinctively Christian holiday to a spot on the calendar that would directly challenge a pagan holiday. 
The intent was to counter pagan influences and provide a Christian alternative. But most often the 
church only succeeded in "Christianizing" a pagan ritual—the ritual was still pagan, but mixed with   
Christian symbolism. That's what happened to All Saints Eve—it was the original Halloween alternative! 
 
The Celtic people of Europe and Britain were pagan Druids whose major celebrations were marked by 
the seasons. At the end of the year in northern Europe, people made preparations to ensure winter      
survival by harvesting the crops and culling the herds, slaughtering animals that wouldn't make it. The 
imagery of death, symbolized by skeletons, skulls, and the color black, remains prominent in today's  
Halloween celebrations. 
 
The pagan Samhain festival (pronounced "sow" "en") celebrated the final harvest, death, and the onset 
of winter, for three days—October 31 to November 2. The Celts believed the curtain dividing the living 
and the dead lifted during Samhain to allow the spirits of the dead to walk among the living—ghosts 
haunting the earth. 
            
            Continued on pg. 2... 



 2 

 They believed spirits were earthbound until they received a proper sendoff with treats—possessions, 
wealth, food, and drink. Spirits who were not suitably "treated" would "trick" those who had neglected 
them.  Trick-bent spirits were believed to assume grotesque appearances. Some traditions developed, 
which believed wearing a costume to look like a spirit would fool the wandering spirits. Others believed 
the spirits could be warded off by carving a grotesque face into a gourd or root vegetable (the Scottish 
used turnips) and setting a candle inside it—the jack-o-lantern. 
 
Into that dark, superstitious, pagan world, God mercifully shined the light of the gospel. Newly converted 
Christians armed themselves with the truth and no longer feared a haunting from departed spirits          
returning to earth. In fact, they denounced their former pagan Spiritism in accord with Deuteronomy 18: 
There shall not be found among you anyone...who uses divination, one who practices witchcraft, or one 
who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or one who casts a spell, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who 
calls up the dead. For whoever does these things is detestable to the Lord (Deuteronomy 18:10-13). 
 
As the centuries passed, Samhain and All Hallows Eve mixed together. On the one hand, pagan           
superstitions gave way to "Christianized" superstitions and provided more fodder for fear. People began 
to understand that the pagan ancestral spirits were demons and the diviners were practicing witchcraft 
and necromancy. On the other hand, the festival time provided greater opportunity for revelry. Trick-or-
treat became a time when roving bands of young hooligans would go house-to-house gathering food and 
drink for their parties. Stingy householders ran the risk of a "trick" being played on their property from 
drunken young people. 
 
Halloween didn't become an American holiday until the immigration of the working classes from the     
British Isles in the late nineteenth century. While early immigrants may have believed the superstitious 
traditions, it was the mischievous aspects of the holiday that attracted American young people. Younger 
generations borrowed or adapted many customs without reference to their pagan origins. 
 
Many who celebrate Halloween have no concept of its religious origins or pagan heritage. That's not to 
say Halloween has become more wholesome. Children dress up in entertaining costumes, wander the 
neighborhood in search of candy, and tell each other scary ghost stories; but adults often engage in 
shameful acts of drunkenness and debauchery. 
 
So, how should Christians respond? 
 
First, Christians should not respond to Halloween like superstitious pagans. Pagans are superstitious; 
Christians are enlightened by the truth of God's Word. Every day, Satan prowls about seeking whom he 
may devour (1 Peter 5:8). But "greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world" (1 John 4:4). God 
has forever "disarmed principalities and powers" through the cross of Christ and "made a public specta-
cle of them, triumphing over them through [Christ]" (Colossians 2:15). 
 
Second, Christians should respond to Halloween with cautionary wisdom. Like any other day of the year, 
Christians should exercise caution as wise stewards of their possessions and protectors of their families.  
 
                  Continued on pg. 3... 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Deut%2018.10-13
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Pet%205.8
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20John%204.4
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Col%202.15
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Christian young people should stay away from secular Halloween parties since those are breeding 
grounds for trouble. Christian parents can protect their children by keeping them well-supervised and  
restricting treat consumption to those goodies received from trusted sources. 
 
Third, Christians should respond to Halloween with gospel compassion. The unbelieving, Christ-rejecting 
world lives in perpetual fear of death. It isn't just the experience of death, but rather what the Bible calls 
"a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and the fury of a fire which will consume [God's]                                          
adversaries" (Hebrews 10:27). Witches, ghosts, and evil spirits are not terrifying; God's wrath unleashed 
on the unforgiven sinner—now that is truly terrifying. 
 
Christians should use Halloween and all that it brings to the imagination—death imagery, superstition, 
expressions of debauched revelry—as an opportunity to engage the unbelieving world with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. God has given everyone a conscience that responds to His truth (Romans 2:14-16), and 
the conscience is the Christian's ally in the evangelistic enterprise. Christians should take time to inform 
the consciences of friends and family with biblical truth regarding God, the Bible, sin, Christ, future     
judgment, and the hope of eternal life in Jesus Christ for the repentant sinner. 
 
There are several different ways Christians can engage in Halloween evangelism. Some will adopt a "No 
Participation" policy. As Christian parents, they don't want their kids participating in spiritually compromis-
ing activities—listening to ghost stories and coloring pictures of witches. They don't want their kids to 
dress up in costumes for trick-or-treating or even attending Halloween alternatives.  That response      
naturally raises eyebrows and provides a good opportunity to share the gospel to those who ask. It's also 
important that parents explain their stand to their children and prepare them to face the teasing or        
ridicule of their peers and the disapproval or scorn of their teachers. 
 
Other Christians will opt for Halloween alternatives called "Harvest Festivals" or "Reformation                                
Festivals"—the kids dress up as farmers, Bible characters, or Reformation heroes. It's ironic when you 
consider Halloween's beginning as an alternative, but it can be an effective means of reaching out to 
neighborhood families with the gospel. Some churches leave the church building behind and take acts of 
mercy into their community, "treating" needy families with food baskets, gift cards, and the gospel                   
message. 
 
There's another option open to Christians: limited, non-compromising participation in Halloween. There's 
nothing inherently evil about candy, costumes, or trick-or-treating in the neighborhood. In fact, all of that 
can provide a unique gospel opportunity with neighbors. Even handing out candy to neighborhood                  
children—provided you're not stingy—can improve your reputation among the kids. As long as the                     
costumes are innocent and the behavior does not dishonor Christ, trick-or-treating can be used to further 
gospel interests. 
 
Ultimately, Christian participation in Halloween is a matter of conscience before God. Whatever level of 
Halloween participation you choose, you must honor God by keeping yourself separate from the world 
and by showing mercy to those who are perishing. Halloween provides the Christian with the opportunity 
to accomplish both of those things in the gospel of Jesus Christ. It's a message that is holy, set apart 
from the world; it's a message that is the very mercy of a forgiving God. What better time of the year is 
there to share such a message than Halloween?    

~ Pastor Keith 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Heb%2010.27
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%202.14-16
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 "Bethel Brotherhood" is a men's          

fellowship that will meet on the first       

Saturday of each month.  It's for ALL 

men! Single, married, gear heads,      

farmers, retired.....Meet for an impromptu 

free will breakfast, chit-chat, bible study, 

devotion, however the sprit leads.        

Our next meeting will be Saturday,             

October 5th at Little Ted’s at 9 am.                                    

                         

Bethel UCC will be taking part in the 

NCTC Scarecrow Contest this year!  Our 

display will be in the front yard by our sign 

from October 9th through October 21st.  

Winners will be announced November 

1st.  Beginning Oct. 9, ballots can be 

picked up at local businesses or printed 

from the NCTC website at    

GoNebraskaCity.com.  Be sure to vote! 

 

MODD SQUAD 

Our next MODD Squad event will be    

Friday, October 18th at the Nebraska City 

Dance Studio (time TBA).  We will be   

getting dance lessons!  There is no 

charge.  Come and “get your groove thing 

on”.  Afterwards we will go to a restaurant 

(location TBA) for food and fellowship.  

Can’t make it to dance?  Just join us at 

the restaurant!  Plan on a night of fun!  

 

IN OUR PRAYERS IN SEPTEMBER 

  Justin Williams, Logan Drabek, Mason Wieckhorst, Rachelle Drabek, Don 

Grundman, Roy Murphy, Tim Worcester, Helen Ramold, Janice Holman,  

Tanya Chapin and Tom Thaemlitz and Adrian, Helen Long, Lou Hauptman, 

Larry Blocker, the Voelker family, the Zech family, Dakota Miller, KT           

Bescheinen, Joyce Baldwin,  NinaJean Rohlfs, the family and friends of      

Delores Schreiner, Allan Barrett, Jerry Barrett, Susan Rinne, Emmett Clark 

(Sandy Livingston’s grandson), Audrey Graves, Larry Farris, the family and 

friends of Julene Bescheinen, the family and friends of Georgia Teten, those 

affected by the flooding, and all who struggle with chronic illness, including 

those reside in their homes and long-term care facilities, and those affected 

by bullying, suicide, and depression. 

 

 

       APPLEJACK 2019  

Many thanks to Mary Redelfs, Peg Johnson, Connie Jensen, Maggie Brust, 

Michelle Wieckhorst, Tracy Wieckhorst, Denise Valenzuela, and Sandy      

Livingston for working the Applejack foodstand.  Also, thanks to all those who 

contributed food: Mary Redelfs, Peg Johnson, Sue Griepenstroh, Marilyn 

Weible, Maggie Brust, Kay Nannen, Erin Johnson, Teri Stukenholtz, Lynn 

Wurtele, Christine Luther, Cindy Kreifels, Jen Hamilton, Sarah Bando, 

Michelle Francis, Sandy Ried, Connie Jensen, Connie Gieseking , Mary Ellen 

Grundman, and Jane Kreifels.  Also thanks to Pastor Keith for making the 

jerky, to Cindy Weible for the use of the Friends of Faith building, Michelle for 

making the sign, and Jordan and Aaron Kreifels for help setting up and      

hauling stuff back to the church.  We netted about $1050.00 so I think this 

was a success.      ~ Jane Kreifels, Chairwoman 

 

(There is a blue & white older style cooler in the basement ~ if it is yours 

please grab it.) 

 

 

Also a HUGE thank you to the ladies of our Women’s Fellowship for all of their 

hard work they went through for the Teten funeral luncheon, and to Michelle 

Francis and Mark Francis for designing and providing our parade float, and to 

Pastor Keith for providing his truck and driving us!   

 

Bethel UCC will soon be offering a monthly meal delivery to our members.  

Beginning in October, meals will be offered on the second Thursday of every 

month. If you've ever dreamed of being a pizza delivery driver, this is the next 

best thing!  A sign-up sheet is available in the back of the sanctuary for       

regular delivery drivers (or call the office if you can help).  

Thank you to everyone 
who brightened our  

sanctuary with flowers, 
and who sponsored    

bulletins during the month 
of September. 
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Greg & Melissa Rowh 

~October 4, 2008~ 

 

Dale & Michelle Francis 

~October 19, 1991~ 

 

Pastor Keith and Denise Valenzuela 

~October 19, 2002~ 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD TO NOVEMBER 

 

Sun. 3rd: Daylight Savings Time ends, Communion/    

       Food Pantry            

Wed. 6th:  Spiritual Council 6pm 

 

Sun. 10th:  Dedication of Pledges 

 

Mon. 11th:  Veteran’s Day, Board of Christian                                  
          Education meeting 6 pm, Church Council            
          meeting 7 pm 
 
Tues. 12th:  Ministerial Association meeting 9 am 

 

Sun. 17th:  Thanksgiving dinner in Fellowship Hall,     
          Youth Fellowship (?)   
 
Sun. 24th:  Decorate the church 
 
Thurs. 28th:  Thanksgiving day (Office closed) 
 
Fri. 29th:  Office closed 
 
Sat. 30th:  Courthouse tree lighting sponsored by Bethel 
         UCC at 5 pm ~ please come if you are able! 
 
         

*Sr. Choir practice every Wednesday at 7 pm 

     BEST WISHES TO THOSE CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAYS IN OCTOBER:  

Carol Marshall 3rd                  Elizabeth Luther 6th          Braellen Wieckhorst 7th             

Braxton Wieckhorst 7th            Bryson Wieckhorst 7th           Lenny Tietz 11th              

Lauryn Hawkins 12th                    Morgan Barrett 13th           Sallye Benecke 16th       

Madelyn DeVorss 18th                   Allison Mills 21st                  Melissa Rowh 28th                 

Eli Delunger 28th                     Vernon Brooke 29th  
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BRING   

A 

FRIEND! 

FAMILY DAY AT ARBOR LANES! 

Mark your calendar, Sunday, October 27,     
12 pm to 2 pm at Arbor Lanes for some 

family fun! 

$8.00 per person gets you two hours of          
unlimited bowling, shoes and a soft drink! 

Have the kiddos show up in their best "non-
ghoulish" outfit just for fun and possibly 

win a prize for best costume! 

MARK  
 

YOUR  
 

 C 

    A 

       L 

         E 

        N 

      D   

   A   

R   

This year’s Live Nativity will be held December 15th, 22nd and 24th.  We are 
looking for 40 volunteers in order to pull things off this year as we have    

added a few more things to the event.  If you are able to help out, there will 
be a sign up sheet in the back of the sanctuary, or you can call the office or 
email us at bethelucchurch1887@gmail.com.  On the 15th and 22nd we will 

need people to show up by 5 pm.  The nativity will run from 6 pm—8 pm.  
The time for the 24th will be announced later.  You do not have to volunteer 

for all 3 days.  If you can only make it to one or two that is perfectly fine.    
We will be having a meeting right after worship on October 20th with 

more information.  

Also, if you or someone you know could help sew some simple costumes for 

the event, please let the office know!      

Thank you ahead of time for your continued support! 

The hayrack ride will be at the home of Greg and Barb Stukenholtz again this year.  It 

will be Sunday, October 20th at 3 pm.  There will be a fire pit for hot dogs and s’mores, 

and beverages/desserts will be provided as well.                                                                             

Don’t forget to bring your water balloons if it’s warm enough! 
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SPIRITUAL COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
The Spiritual Council of Bethel UCC met on September 4th, 2019 at 6:00pm in the Duensing Chapel.  Present 
included Michelle Francis, Pastor Keith, Dean Griepenstroh, Neal Niebrugge, Stephen Luther and Nancy 
Brown.  President Francis called the meeting to order, opening it with prayer. Last months meeting minutes 
were read and approved with corrections as read.  Moved by Dean and seconded by Neal. 
  
Pastor Keith presented his report.  Confirmation will go from September 15th until April 5, on Sundays at 
08:15 till 09:30.  They will be assigned to help with the service as needed.   Bible study on the Lords Prayer 
is planned for all members starting Tuesday, September 3rd at 12:15 or Thursday the 5th at 6:00.  This is 
planned for 8 weeks.  RSVP is asked for, have 10 at this time. The monthly supper for our shut ins is up and 
going.  The first one planned for Labor Day, then the 2nd Thursday of the month, starting October 10.  Update 
given about the float in the Applejack parade.  Mark Francis will the leader of the float. There will be shirts 
available if interested.  The Red Cross has determined that we have the facilities to serve as a shelter facility 
as needed.  They will need a number of someone to contact as needed. They will provide cots but we will 
need to store them.  The NCTC is looking for someone to sponsor the Courthouse Tree Lighting. Cost is 
$300 and Pastor will pay $100 of it.  Looking for matching funds. They like the idea of having Three Wise 
men and Shepherds out walking along Central to advertise the “Living Nativity”.  Pastor has agreed to serve 
as the “Town Crier” telling people about our upcoming events. Fancy Feathers Therapy are being asked to 
display one or two of their horses for the Nativity.  Waiting to hear back. The Nativity dates are December 
15th, 22nd and 24th.   Family Day at Arbor Lanes is Sunday October 27th from noon to 2pm.  Cost is $8.00 per 
person for unlimited bowling, shoe rental and a soft drink.  Kids are encouraged to wear a costume for a 
chance of a prize. We will also use this day as “casual day” at church.  Pastor will be meeting with AV        
concepts in Omaha about our sound system September 18th at 9:30.   
 
 
Old Business: Michelle delivered Facial Tissue and Disinfecting wipes for the Hamburg classrooms.   
They were very appreciative! We were challenged to think of things Bethel does in the community.  Living 
Last Supper, Shelter for the High School, Food Pantry Support, Ministerial Association member, Blood Drive, 
Living Nativity, Flood Relief, Polling Place, Blanket Ministry. Can you think of any more?  What else can we 
do?  Suggestion was to sponsor a Ball Team.  Discussion about ways to pay for a new sound system.  Neal 
has agreed to complete applications for grants. Discussion with the Methodist church about their new sound 
system.  The work group for the Living Nativity has a meeting September 30th at 6:30.  All interested parties 
can attend.   
 
New Business: Michele is working on updating addresses and phone numbers for the directory.  Anyone 
knowing of an update for the directory is encouraged to call the office or Michelle. Ideas for activities for the 
members include having a “Having Back in the Day” party with shuffleboard and other games.  An outdoor 
movie night has also been suggested.  
   
Next meeting scheduled for September 4th at 6pm.  Thank you to all staff and volunteers to do so much to 
make everything work.  Discussion on the Christmas Service times will be discussed more next month.  
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.   
 
Submitted by Nancy Brown, Secretary 



 8 

     Continued on pg. 9... 



 9 

 



 10 

Bethel UCC 
Church Council Meeting 

Monday, September 9, 2019 
 

The September 9th, 2019 meeting of the Church Council was called to order by Vice President Dan Hamilton. 

Those present included: Lynn Wurtele, Connie Jensen, Andrew Stukenholtz, Church Secretary Sarah Bando, 

Church Treasurer Sandy Ried, and Memorial Treasurer Margaret Brust.  

 

Dan opened the meeting with a prayer. Minutes of the previous meeting were not available.  

 

Financial Report was presented by Sandy Ried. Lynn Wurtele made a motion to pay the bills, seconded by 

Andrew Stukenholtz. Motion was carried.  

 

Margaret Brust had no new information to report for the Memorial Fund. She did say that the Safety Deposit 

Box rent would be coming due and she would submit payment. 

 

Spiritual Council report - see Spiritual Council report for more information.  

 

Pastor Report given by Sarah as Pastor Keith was on vacation: 

 Confirmation - curriculum ordered 
 

 Bible Study (10 people participating) 
 

 Applejack Parade Float 
 

 Elderly Residents (try to have special service and fellowship for any wheelchair and homebound 
members) 

 

 Met with American Red Cross - Bethel meets the criteria needed for use in case of a natural disaster. 
 

 Bethel will be the sponsor for the Tree Lighting at the Otoe County Courthouse - $300 is needed for 
the sponsorship. Pastor Keith personally donated $100 and another person donated another $100 with 
only $100 more needed for the sponsorship. 

 

 Pastor has spoken with the NC Chamber about having Wisemen walking on Central Avenue to       
promote the Live Nativity - Pastor Keith will also portray the town crier also promoting the Live Nativity; 
spoke with Fancy Feather Therapy Horses about utilizing a couple of horses for the Live Nativity. 

 

 Family Day at Arbor Links, Sunday, October 27th from Noon - 2 p.m. See the Beacon for more        
information. 

 

 Bethel partnered with the Christian Church and the Ministerial Society to help a family in need. 
 

 

Board of Christian Education Report was given by Church Secretary Sarah Bando - see Board of Christian 

Education Report for more information. One more person is still needed to fill a position on the Board of 

Christian Education for the next term.                                                                                 Continued on pg. 11…. 
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Church Secretary Sarah Bando gave her report. She has been busy with various projects: 
 

 Updating the website (3 administrators were added) - check it out if you haven’t done so...as it looks 
great! 

 

 Ordering of supplies for Sunday School; VBS; Confirmation Books; Communion supplies 
 

 Copier issues (service tech called) 
 

 T-shirts for Applejack Parade  
 

 Completed Sunday School schedule and letter to parents 
 

 Called Landis for repairs on the lawn mower 
 

 Communication regarding the Heritage Needlework Guild Quilt & Needlework Show 
 
 

Old Business  
 Dishwasher has been order - Mark Francis is working on this. 

 
 

New Business 
 Sarah will schedule the yearly maintenance on the furnaces 

 

 Sandy Ried, Financial Secretary, will develop the  2020 budget and present it to the council at the 
next meeting. Council will present it to the congregation on Sunday, October 27th.  

 

 Will Carroll made a presentation regarding costs associated with adding a “Donate” link to our       
website. Lynn Wurtele made a motion to try this service for six months and at that time reevaluate and 
either expand the service or drop the service and Andrew Stukenholtz seconded the motion. Motion was 
carried.   

 

 The annual Thanksgiving Dinner will be held Sunday, November 24th following worship. More        
information will be available at a later date. 

 
 
With no other business, a motion to adjourn was made by Connie Jensen and seconded by Lynn Wurtele. 
Motion carried. 
 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

The next meeting will be held, Monday, October 14th, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 

Lynn Wurtele   
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The Board of Christian Education met on Monday, September 9th.  Present were Jen Hamilton, Danielle 

Barrett, and Sarah Bando.   

We are excited to announce that there is going to be a Pre-School Sunday school class this year after 

all!  Michelle Francis is going to teach and we have 3 kiddos attending!  We are also very happy to       

announce that we have filled 2 out of the 3 openings for our board next year!  We are still looking for one 

more person, so please contact the office if you are interested. 

Other topics discussed were:  Sunday school choir/krystal bells schedule, Confirmation, Attendance 

awards dates/prizes, Youth Fellowship, Hanging of the Greens, Sunday school Christmas program, and 

By-laws. 

The hayrack ride will be at the home of Greg and Barb Stukenholtz again this year.  It will be Sunday, 

October 20th at 3 pm.  There will be a fire pit for hot dogs and s’mores, and beverages/desserts will be 

provided as well.  Don’t forget to bring your water balloons if it’s warm enough.   

Our meeting ended with The Lord’s Prayer.  Our next meeting will be Monday, October 14th at 6 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Bando, Secretary 

 

 

Nominees for 2020 boards so far are: 

Church Council ~ Roger Pieper, Michael Wieckhorst, Peggy Johnson, Jane Kreifels 

Spiritual Council ~ Jen Tietz, Curt Stukenholtz 

Board of Christian Ed ~ Sandy Livingston, Christine Parkyn-Luther, (need one more person) 

Nebraska Conference Delegates ~ Need 2 people 

Heartland Association Delegates ~ Need 2 people 



 13 

  

 

 

 

 

Bethel UCC Women’s Fellowship met Tuesday, September 10, 2019 @ noon in fellowship hall.  The 

meeting was opened by 7 members in prayer.  Minutes of the last meeting were approved.  We have 

a balance of $1760.22 after all payments have been made.  Since we buy the paper products for the 

church and there hasn’t been as many receipts, this is a lower amount of money than usually held.  

Get well, Birthday, and Sympathy cards were sent.  Received correspondence from Deloris    

Schreiner’s family.  Funeral luncheons were held for Deloris Schreiner and Josh Hotsenpillar.  Thank 

you for helping to work and provide when asked at funeral luncheons and other events we have 

been participating in.  Women’s Fellowship is looking forward to the new dishwasher. 

Old Business:  Margaret Brust is still looking for a cabinet to house the quilt. Women ’s        

Fellowship helped with the Blood Mobile held at the Eagles. 

New Business:  Final preparations were discussed for the AppleJack Concessions.  The   

congregation will be asked for donations of pop and water. Michelle will tell Pastor Keith to purchase 

3 roasts and give the receipt to WF for Beef Jerky.  Provided by members will be apple cookies-Fall 

trail mix-Sloppy Joe Meat-Hot Dogs-Hot dog buns-Hamburger buns-Nacho meat-Brownies-Caramel 

corn. Peggy will purchase Nacho chips-Cheese-Nacho Boats-Paper towels-Clorox wipes.  Coolers-

Crock pots-Extension cords-Awning & Generator will be provided.  Thank you to Cindy Weible at 

Friends of Faith for the use of her store front and store!  Instead of the Harvest Breakfast this year 

we are going to hold a Soup Dinner on December 8
th
 following church.  Connie Jensen will head this 

up.  We will be serving Soup & Pie!  Mary, Margret and Connie G. providing each a crock pot of   

Potato Soup.  Jane & Michelle providing each a roaster of Chili. (5 lbs of Hamb/roaster)  Connie will 

get crackers.  We will put out a sign up sheet for pies (25 will be asked for).  The budget will be kept 

the same for 2020.  The New officers for 2020 are President- Peggy Johnson, Treasurer- Jane 

Kreifels, Secretary- Michelle Francis.  Vice-President will be tabled till next meeting.  Connie Jensen 

will arrange our next meeting for Tuesday, December 10, 2019 @noon.  This will be the Christmas 

Party- Destination will be announced.   

Jane made a motion to close the meeting and Michelle seconded it.  Meeting was closed with     

prayer. 

Respectfully Summited, 

Michelle Francis,  Secretary  
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Bethel United Church of Christ                

2400 Central Avenue 

Nebraska City, NE  68410 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

2019 

SCHEDULED TO SERVE OCTOBER 2019 

LAY LEADERS  

Oct. 6   Oct. 13    Oct. 20   Oct. 27    

Norm Brown  Kassi Holman  Christian Tietz  Madisen Tietz 

    

GREETERS 

Oct. 6    Oct. 13    Oct. 20    Oct. 27  

Dennis & Carol Marshall Katie Chapin  Dale & Michelle Francis Burt & Cindy Weible 

 

USHERS  

Oct. 6    Oct. 13       Oct. 20—Oct. 27  

Spiritual Council  Larry & Tracy W., David & Darcy C.  Norm & Nancy B., BJ & Sandy R.
   

SOUND SYSTEM  

Oct. 6—Oct. 13  Oct. 20—Oct. 27  FLOWERS    COOKIE FELOWSHP    
Burt Weible  Nick Brown   Margaret Brust  Lynn Wurtele & Sandy Ried 

    

ACOLYTES 

Oct. 6    Oct. 13     Oct. 20    Oct. 27   

Landon & Addison  Brianna & Makenzie           Blake & Brooke  Lili & Lexi 
 

MOWING 

Week of Oct. 6:  Dennis or Mark Oct. 13:  Dennis/Carol  Oct. 20:  Stephen Oct. 27:  Jake  


