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THE BETHEL BEACON ~ OCTOBER 2018 

 

A PRAYER FOR PASTORS AND CHURCHES IN TRANSITION 

 

It’s that time of year again for many churches and pastors – time to say goodbye and hello. It’s a bittersweet time of year, 

really. On the one hand, change is exciting. New pastors mean new ideas. New churches mean new people to develop 

relationships and share ministry with. On the other hand, change is really hard. Some pastors are leaving great churches 

filled with many close friends – friends who have shared life’s ups and downs. Some churches are losing pastors who 

have meant a great deal to them – pastors who have shared life’s ups and downs in a variety of ways. 

As a pastor who is not moving this year I want to share a prayer for all pastors and churches who are experiencing        

transition. I know it’s hard and exciting all at once. Know that none of you are alone. And as John Wesley reminds us, 

“best of all God is with us.” 

“Almighty God, You who called the universe into bring, You who formed our inmost being and called us to be your people: 

We give you thanks for you constant presence. Through seasons of constancy and even change, you are with us – calling 

us into deeper waters, calling us together in your spirit of unity, calling us out of ourselves into the world to serve others. 

Grant that those pastors being called into new waters might hold fast to unending love and mercy as a buoy – a love that 

promised to hold onto us even as we go where your Spirit leads us. May the churches that receive them be communities 

of mercy and grace. 

May the churches experiencing loss and change hold fast to the promise that your mission is bigger than any single      

pastor, local church, or annual conference. Grant that such a promise would bring both comfort and discomfort – comfort 

in a season of change and discomfort as it drives us all to love you and each other more. 

Strengthen us to be your Church in all times and seasons of life – a place where all are truly welcomed and embraced in 

your love (even new pastors and church members); a place where we find ways you are active among us and calling us to 

join in your saving work (even in communities that weren’t our top choice to move to); a place where the story of your love 

and grace and mercy are embodied (even if it comes in shapes and sizes and languages that are new to us). We offer our 

prayers in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.” 

By Ben Gosden 

Church Telephone #:  (402) 873-6218  

Email: betheluccurch1887@gmail.com    

     Website:  www.bethelucchurch.com 

              Find us on  

BETHEL UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST                          

2400 CENTRAL AVE.          
NEBRASKA CITY, NE 

68410 

 

 

Sunday School @ 9 am   
Worship time @ 10:00 am 
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IN OUR PRAYERS JUNE—SEPTEMBER 

 

  Justin Williams, Logan Drabek,  Mason Wieckhorst, Rachelle Drabek, Don 

Grundman, Roy Murphy, Tim Worcester, JoAnn Weible, Helen Ramold, Quin-

tin Holman, Janice Holman, Tanya Chapin and Tom Thaemlitz and Adrian, 

Mac, Jim Baldwin,   Terry Francis, Phyllis Buss, John Brust, Helen Long, Lou 

Hauptman, Dale Wurtele, the family and friends of LaVonne Grundman, the 

family and friends of Allison D. Gibbs, Ronda Hamilton, the family and friends 

of Guyla Haneline, and all who struggle with chronic illness, including those 

who reside in their homes and long-term care facilities .  

 

 
A new Search Committee has been assembled.  Our new members are:    

Jen Hamilton, Katherine Luther, Teri Stukenholtz, Michael Wieckhorst, and 

David Carpenter.  We thank them for their time and dedication.  Please pray 

for their guidance and our patience as we enter into this new search.   

          Applejack Food Stand 2018 

                          

Many thanks to Mary Redelfs, Peg       

Johnson, Amy Lemrick, and Connie       

Jensen for working the food stand.  Also , 

thanks to all those who contributed food: 

Mary Redelfs, Peg Johnson, Amy 

Lemrick, Sue Griepenstroh, Marilyn 

Weible, Amy Lemrick, Maggie Brust, Kay 

Nannen, Erin Johnson, Jane Kreifels, and 

Mary Ellen Grundman, and anyone I may 

have missed.  Thanks also to Cindy 

Weible for the use of Friends of Faith 

building, Michelle and Julia Francis for 

signs, and Jordan and Aaron Kreifels for 

help setting up & loading.  Chuck and 

Amy Lemrick made an emergency trip to 

Sam’s on Saturday night to replenish  

supplies.  We netted $977.75 to go to the 

general fund.  This was an all-church 

function, not just a Women’s Fellowship 

project. The remaining pop/hotdogs etc. 

will be used by the Board of Christian Ed   

       for the hayrack ride.               

Jane Kreifels, Chairwoman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be reviewing and voting on the 

2019 church budget on Sunday,      

October 21st following worship 

 Thank you to everyone 
who brightened our  

sanctuary with flowers, 
and who sponsored    

bulletins during the month 
of September. 
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OCTOBER 

 

Greg & Melissa Rowh 

~October 4, 2008~ 

 

Dale & Michelle Francis 

~October 19, 1991~ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Broc Bando 2nd         Carol Marshall 3rd      Elizabeth Luther 6th  

  Braellen Wieckhorst 7th     Braxton Wieckhorst 7th      Bryson Wieckhorst 7th        

 Lenny Tietz 11th              Lauryn Hawkins 12th           Morgan Barrett 13th                                                                                        

 Sallye Benecke 16th       Madelyn DeVorss 18th             Kevin Bando 21st                  

  Allison Mills 21st             Melissa Rowh 28th               Eli Delunger 28th      

                Vernon Brooke 29th  

LOOKING AHEAD TO NOVEMBER 

 

Sun. 4th:  Daylight Savings Time ends, Communion  

       and food pantry 

Mon. 5th:  Spiritual Council meeting 7 pm 
 

Sun. 11th:  Dedication of Pledges, 1st qtr. Sunday          

        school attendance awards, Thanksgiving 

         dinner in Fellowship Hall    

Mon. 12th:  Board of Christian Ed. Meeting 6pm,                          

           Church Council meeting 7 pm 

Fri. 16th & Sat. 17th:  DOC Youth using Fellowship Hall 

Sun. 18th:  Youth Fellowship 

Tues. 20th:  Ministerial Association meeting 9 am 

Thurs. 22nd:  Thanksgiving (office closed 22nd & 23rd) 

Sun. 25th:  Decorate the church for Christmas                

 *Sr. Choir practice every Wednesday at 7 pm 
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Bethel United Church of Christ 

Spiritual Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday, July 2, 2018 

7:15 pm 
Pastor’s Office 

 

Present: President Paula Ramold, Vice-President Michelle Francis, Secretary Burt Weible, Cindy 

Weible, and Neal Niebruegge. 

Paula called the meeting to order, Pastor opened with a prayer. Burt read the minutes of previous 

meeting.  Motion to approve the minutes as read by Michelle, 2
nd

 by Neal, motion carried. 

Pastor Report: Pastor reported that he considered the confirmation trip a success, many projects 

around the retirement home were completed and a fun time was had by all. He had also started two 

new prayer and study groups, one for Senior High students and one for Middle School students that 

were to meet on alternative Sunday mornings. Looking ahead Bible School was approaching, he 

was planning anther Bible book study group to start on Aug 16
th
, Acolyte training on Sept 8

th
, Rally 

day and Bible blessing on Sept 9
th 

and a pet blessing ceremony in October.  He would be taking July 

15
th
-the 19

th
 of for summer camp at Kaleo. He was also looking for ideas to enliven the fire side 

chats.  We also discussed the colored lights the Pastor had installed in the bell tower. 

Old Business: The council set a date of August 25
th
 for the outdoor concert of ReLeast. The event 

will be at 6:30 pm. Tickets at gate only of $10 per person. Discussed getting a popcorn machine to 

pop popcorn and purchasing bottled water to sell at the event. 

New Business; Discussed whether we could have a food stand during Applejack. No firm plans at 

this time. Paula read a letter she had written to inform members of new fellowship groups that have 

been put in place to watch for it in the bulletin and beacon. She asked and was granted permission 

to send the letter out. It was also brought up that is was the year when Spiritual Council was to      

review the membership list. This was tabled till our next meeting. 

Motion to close by Cindy, seconded by Neal, motion carried. Pastor lead us in the Lord’s Prayer. 

Next meeting Aug 6
th
 at 7:15 

Respectfully submitted,  

Burt Weible Secretary 
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During several weeks in June and July the Spiritual Council was asked to     
participate in several special meetings.                                                                           

Below is a brief outline of those meetings. 

 

1
st

 SPECIAL MEETING 6/16/18 

On Saturday June 16
th
, 1:00 pm All five members of the Spiritual Council met with all three        

members of the Pastor-Parish Relations Committee at the home of Burt and Cindy Weible to                   

discuss the grave concerns of the Vock’s pertaining to Tyler and Erin’s upcoming wedding in                 

August. The heart of the issue was that since Pastor David was fairly new and Tyler and Erin did not 

know him very well they wished to have a Minister that Erin had known since childhood do the            

wedding ceremony. Our Church wedding contract and our church by-laws state that our Pastor is to 

do all services held in our church. Tyler and Erin had discussed the matter with Pastor David, they 

said he had told them that if he could not be a participant in the ceremony they would need to find 

another location to have the wedding. After lengthy discussion the consensus at the end of the 

meeting was that we needed to adhere to the church’s by-laws. 

 

2
nd

 SPECIAL MEETING 6/18/18 

On Monday June 18
th
 at 7:00 pm the Spiritual Council and Pastor-Parish Relation Council met in  

fellowship hall with Tyler and Erin. Teri Stukenholtz of Pastor-Parish was not able to be present.  

Also attending was Pastor David. Erin’s minister was invited to attend via conference phone but    

refused. The meeting was held to see if some kind of agreement could be worked out so that the 

Vock wedding could be held as they wanted. After lengthy discussion a compromise was suggested 

that Pastor would agree to allow Erin’s minister to do the wedding ceremony if Pastor David was   

allowed to do the Benediction. Because of Erin’s minister’s Doctrine this compromise was rejected. 

The meeting ended without a solution. 

 

3
rd

 SPECIAL MEETING 6/20/18 

On Wednesday evening approx. 9:00 pm. This meeting was held at the urgent request of the 

Vock’s. The Vock’s were requesting an immediate decision as to whether the Spiritual Council 

would allow Tyler and Erin to hold their wedding at Bethel Church without any involvement by     

Pastor David. Because of the urgency of their request a phone vote was held by Paula Ramold with 

the rest of the members of the Spiritual Council. All five members were contacted for a vote. The  

decision of the majority of the Council was we could not violate the by-laws. We regretting having to 

tell them no. We could not allow the wedding without some involvement by Pastor David. 
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4th SPECIAL MEETING 7/7/18 

On Sunday July 7th at 11:45 am the Spiritual Council met with Dan and Jen Hamilton and with Jenifer Tietz in fellowship 

hall at their request. Neil Niebuegge was unable to be present. Dan, Jen, and Jenifer requested that we explain to them 

how we arrived at our decision to deny Tyler and Erin the use of Bethel Church. Paula explained that the Church’s by-laws 

required our minister to do all services within the Church, she explained that our attempt at a compromise was rejected 

and that we followed the by-laws. There was discussion that there should be some changes to the by-laws. Dan          

questioned whether a phone vote was valid and it was explained that we voted by phone because we were not given time 

to schedule a regular meeting. We closed the meeting with the impression that Dan, Jen and Jenifer agreed with us that 

we had no other choice but to vote as we did.  

 

5th SPECIAL MEETING 7/10/18 

On Tuesday July 10th the Spiritual Council with all members present met with the Church Council and Christen Ed Council 

to decide whether to accept Pastor David’s resignation as submitted. The members of the various council requested some 

amendments which was accepted by Pastor David. After Pastor David’s acceptance of the amendments the council’s split 

into their individual  groups. The Spiritual council voted to accept the amended version of Pastor David’s resignation. The 

other councils voted in kind. A full congregation vote on the resignation was scheduled for July 16 th following worship. 

 

6th SPECIAL MEETING 7/15/18 

On Sunday July 15th at 9:00 am the Spiritual Council met to discuss matters the would need attention should the church 

longer have a Pastor. Neal Niebbuegge was not able to be present. 

Paula opened the meeting with a pray. Minutes of previous meeting were not read at this time. 

Paula stated she would like to see the Wednesday evening services continue in some shape or form since it seemed to 

serving the needs of several people in the congregation. She said she was willing to continue as a leader of the group for 

now although she would most likely change the format to more of a pray/study and fellowship group. Michelle said she 

had a book available that might be of help as a group study. Council encouraged Paula to try to keep the group going.   

We also discussed whether we should hold the Fireside Chat that Pastor David had scheduled for July. Since the weather 

this time of year can be unpredictable but because we felt our church needed the time of fellowship now more than ever 

we decided that we would host a 7:00 pm pot luck supper that Saturday July 21st in fellowship hall. All are invited. Paula 

also stated that she would like to get the confirmands together to do a presentation on their experiences during the               

confirmation trip to Kansas City. She has already taken steps to try get that to happen but with summer activities it is slow 

going at this time. We also discussed the scheduled wedding to be held at Bethel this December 15 th. Paula will get with 

Sarah Bando to see if we can get information on how that couple would like to proceed. We also decided that we would 

continue our plans to hold an outdoor concert by Releast this August. 

 

Michelle made a motion to close, Cindy seconded, we ended the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Burt Weible, Spiritual Council Secretary  
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Bethel United Church of Christ Spiritual Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday, August 6, 2018  7:00 pm ~ Pastor’s Office 

 

Present: President Paula Ramold, Vice-President Michelle Francis, Secretary Burt Weible, Cindy Weible, and Neal 

Niebruegge. 

Paula called the meeting to order, Paula opened with a prayer. Burt read the minutes of previous meeting. Motion to      

approve the minutes as read by Michelle, seconded by Neal, motion carried. 

Pastor Report: No Pastor report. 

Old Business: Council agreed to postpone membership review until after meeting with the conference minister to get     
instructions. Pastor Michael Schmidt from 1st Christian church has agreed to handle the scheduled December wedding 
here at Bethel. Made further plans for the ReLeasT concert. It has now been moved to Sept 15 th.  The bible blessing   
Pastor David had planned for Sept will be put on hold. Paula’s letter to Bethel members is also on hold until after meeting 

with Conference minister, as is a Sunday signup sheet that the Spiritual council has been discussing. 

New Business; Next Communion is Sept. 2nd.  

Motion to close by Cindy Weible, seconded by Michelle, motion carried. 

Next meeting Sept 3th at 7:00 

Respectfully submitted, Burt Weible Secretary 

Note – All five Spiritual Council members were present for the Aug 31st meeting with intern Conference Minister Gordon 

Renkan. Discussion concerned possible intern pastors, church membership numbers, bylaw changes, and creation of a 

search committee.  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bethel United Church of Christ Spiritual Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday, September 10, 2018  6:00 pm ~ Pastor’s Office 

 

Present: President Paula Ramold, Vice-President Michelle Francis, Secretary Burt Weible, Cindy Weible, and Neal 

Niebruegge. 

Paula called the meeting to order, Paula opened the meeting with a prayer. Burt read the minutes of previous meeting. 
Two corrections from previous minutes. Because of the Labor Day holiday and wanting to have a Pastor serve communion 
we had to move the communion date from the 2nd as reported to the 9th.  We also moved our meeting from the 3rd to 6:00 

pm on the 10th. Minutes with corrections approved by Michelle, seconded by Neal. Motion carried. 

Pastor Report: No Pastor report. 

Old Business: Majority of the meeting was spent working on final prep work to the Releast concert scheduled for Sept 15. 

We also reviewed the membership list to decide who to send inquiries about membership status to.  

New Business: Next communion scheduled to October 7th, World Communion Sunday. The meeting with a prospective 

interim Pastor had to be rescheduled, new date not yet determined. 

Next meeting October 8th at 7:00. 

Motion to close by Cindy, seconded by Neil, Paula led us in the Lord’s Prayer to close. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Burt Weible, Secretary 
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The Bethel UCC Church Council met in regular session Monday evening, July 9,2018. In attendance were Vice President 
Mark Francis, Secretary Norman Brown, Mike Redelfs, Susie Briley, Tyler Vock, Lynn Wurtele, Financial Treasurer Sandy 
Ried, Memorial Treasurer Margaret Brust, Church Secretary Sarah Bando and Pastor David Butz. Also in attendance were 
Jane and John Vock, Pauline Petersen, Katie Chapin, Connie Gieseking, Dean Gripenstroh, Dan and Jennifer Hamilton 
and Lenny and Jennifer Tietz and Christian Tietz and Mason Hamilton. 
 
Vice President Mark Francis called the meeting to order and Pastor David Butz gave the Opening Prayer. Secretary Norm 
Brown read the minutes from the June 11,2018 Church Council Meeting. Susie Briley made a motion and Tyler Vock    
seconded to approve the minutes as read.  
 
Margaret Brust said that she has received memorials for LaVonne Grundman, Pastor Butz shared that Greg and his   
brother donated money from George Stukenholtz’s Memorial to help pay for the Confirmation Trip to Kansas City. 
 
Michelle Francis gave the Spiritual Council Report. The Prayer Group will be meeting on August 16, Sunday School Rally 
Day will be September 9 and the Pet Blessing will be in October. 
 
Pastor Dave gave the Building and Grounds report. Still hoping to replace the lights in the altar. Pastor David gave his  
report. Nick Brown and Katherine Luther are at the Fine Arts Camp at Kamp Kaleo this week. The Confirmation trip went 
well in Kansas City. They stayed at the Agape Retirement Home and did maintenance on the grounds and residences. 
Pastor Dave will be taking vacation July 22 and returning Thursday or Friday July 26 or 27. 
 
Sandy Reid, Financial Treasurer, presented the financial report. The General Fund is in the red $9,000.00 This usually 
happens during the summer as attendance goes down. Mike Redelfs made a motion and Lynn Wurtele seconded to pay 
the bills. 
 
Sarah Bando gave the Church Secretary report. Life Line Screening will be in Fellowship Hall August 24. The Old              
computer crashed. She is getting estimates from A - 1 Locksmith. 
 
Sarah Bando gave the Board of Christian Ed report. Sunday School and Confirmation will start on September 16. 
 
Mike Redelfs reported that he has started asking members to serve on the Boards and will have the list of nominees by 
the August 13th meeting. 
 
The ReLeasT Concert will be August 25 in the Church Parking Lot. 
 
Lynn Wurtele will be acting Secretary at the August 13 Meeting as Secretary Norman Brown will be out of town. 
 
  
Vice President Mark Francis thanked the members for coming and the Church Council met to discuss the pastoral con-
cerns of Pastor David. The Church Council called for a meeting of the Church Council, Spiritual Council and Board of 
Christ Ed Tuesday night, July 10 at 7PM to discuss the pastoral concerns of Pastor David. 
 
Mike Redelfs made a motion and Lynn Wurtele second to adjourn. The next Church Council meeting will be Monday 
Night, August 13 at 7. The meeting closed with the reciting of The Lord's Prayer. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Norm Brown 

CHURCH COUNCIL   
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    SPECIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 The Bethel UCC Church Council met in session to discuss the Resignation of Rev. 
David D. Butz as Pastor of Bethel United Church of Christ. Vice President Mark   
Francis called the meeting to order. In attendance were Vice President Mark Francis, 
Secretary Norman Brown, Lynn Wurtele, Mike Redelfs, Susie Briley, and Tyler Vock.  
 
Norman Brown made a motion to accept the Reverend David D. Butz resignation as 
pastor of Bethel United Church of Christ. Susie Briley seconded the motion. The     
motion carried. Reverend David D. Butz will resign as pastor of Bethel UCC Sunday, 
July 15. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Norm Brown 
 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Vice President Mark Francis called the Congregational Meeting to order and gave the 
Opening Prayer. Secretary Norman Brown read the minutes from the June 3, 2018 
Congregational Meeting of calling Rev David D. Butz as Pastor of Bethel United 
Church of Christ. Sue Gripenstroh made a motion to approve the minutes as read 
second by Michelle Francis. 
 
John Vock made a motion to accept the Letter of Resignation of Rev David D. Butz as 
Pastor of Bethel United Church of Christ seconded by Margaret Brust. 
 
After much discussion by Pam Malzer, Cindy Grundman, and Dan Hamilton the vote 
was called to vote on Pastor Butz's resignation. 64 yes, 11 no's and 1 abstention to 
accept Pastor David Butz resignation. 
 
Other matters it was discussed that a new search committee be appointed by the 
Church Council, Spiritual Council and Board of Christian Ed. Dean Biere thanked the 
Church Council, Spiritual Council and Board of Christian Ed for doing what was best 
for Bethel Church. Michelle Francis presented a letter to the Congregation on the 
membership of Bethel Church. 
 
There being no further business Jason Holman made a motion and Tyler Vock                 
seconded to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Norm Brown 
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CHURCH COUNCIL   

 

 
The Bethel United Church of Christ Church Council met in regular session Monday night, August 20, 2018 in Duensing 
Chapel. In attendance were President Chip Johnson, Mark Francis, Mike Redelfs, Norman Brown, Lynn Wurtele, Susie 
Briley. Also in attendance were Sandy Ried, Financial Treasurer, Margaret Brust, Memorial Treasurer and Paula Ramold 
from the Spiritual Council. 
 
President Chip Johnson called the meeting to order and gave the Opening Prayer. Secretary Norman Brown read the 
minutes from the July 9 Church Council meeting. The minutes were approved as read. 
 
Sandy Reid, Financial Treasurer gave the financial report. The pension for Rev. Butz will be paid through October 15. The 
budget is in the red $12,013.00. Susie Briley made a motion and Mike Redelfs second to pay the bills. The motion carried. 
 
Margaret Brust, Memorial Treasurer had no report to give. 
 
Paula Ramold gave the Spiritual Council Report. The ReLeasT Concert will be Saturday night, September 15 in the  
Northwest Church Parking Lot. There will be water and popcorn served. A wedding has been scheduled for December 13. 
 
Sarah Bando gave the Buildings and Grounds report. A new key and lock was made for the outdoor sign. There are bats 
in the church. Orkin gave an estimate to put netting over the Bell Tower and filling the holes where the bats are getting in. 
The Council took no action on the matter. 
 
Sarah gave the Board of Christian Ed Report. Vacation Bible School went well with 57 kids attending. The Board met with 
the Sunday School teachers to decide what age kids they will have. Sunday School Rally and presentation of the Bibles to 
the 3rd graders will be Sunday September 9. Sunday School will start Sunday September 16. 
 
The church will be a backup for Laura Anderson's Wedding in case of rain Sunday September 2. 
 
The Search Committee of Margaret Brust, Chip Johnson, Dean Gripenstroh and Sarah Bando resigned. The Church 
Boards will select a new search committee. 
 
The Church Council voted to call an Interim Pastor as recommend by the Conference Minister. 
 
Mike Redelfs of the Nominating Committee gathered names of members to ask to serve on the Church Council, Spiritual 
Council, Board of Christian Ed, Heartland Conference Delegate and Nebraska Conference Delegate. 
 
Sandy Reid, Financial Treasurer, presented the 2019 Budget. The Church Council will make their recommendations at the 
September 10 Church Council Meeting 
 
Lynn Wurtele made a motion and Mike Redelfs second to adjourn, The meeting closed with the reciting of The Lord's 
Prayer. 
 
The next Bethel United Church of Christ Church Council Meeting will be Monday night, September 10 at 7. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Norm Brown 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 

 
President Chip Johnson called the Bethel United Church of Christ Church Council meeting to order. 

In attendance were President Chip Johnson, Mark Francis, Norm Brown, Tyler Vock, Mike Redelfs, 

Lynn Wurtele, Susie Briley, Financial Treasurer Sandy Ried, Memorial Treasurer Margaret Brust, 

Church Secretary Sara Bando. Also in attendance were Jen and Dan Hamilton and Jen Tietz.    

President Chip Johnson gave the Opening Prayer. 

 

Secretary Norm Brown read the minutes from the August 20 Church Council Meeting. The Minutes 

were approved as read. 

 

Financial Treasurer Sandy Ried gave the Financial Report. Bethel Church is in the red 

$12,946.53.  There are 55 families that financially support Bethel UCC. No odd bills to be paid this 

month. Norm Brown made a motion and Susie Briley second to pay the bills. The motion carried. 

 

Margaret Brust Memorial Treasurer had no report to give. 

 

Mark Francis gave the Spiritual Council report for Michelle Francis. The ReleaseT Concert was    

Saturday night, September 15 and was attended by 18 people. The Membership Roll was                    

discussed. Letters will be sent out to the non active members. Catherine Luther will be preaching 

Sunday September 23 and 30 and Rev. Sara Malone will be preaching Sunday October 7. The     

Labor Day Brunch collected $311. 

 

Sara Bando gave the the Board of Christian Ed report. Sunday School Rally was Sunday                         

September 9 and Bibles were presented to Third Graders Addison Ferguson and Lilly Graham. The 

Hayrack Ride will be at Greg and Barb Stukenholtz at 2PM Sunday September 30. Bring Water            

Balloons.  Hot Dogs and S’mores will be served. The Sunday School Christmas Program was                 

discussed. 

 

Sara Bando gave the Building and Grounds Report. Sara presented a new Door Lock System and 

Security Camera System for the North Door and West Door to Fellowship Hall. The Council tabled 

the matter till the October 16 Church Council Meeting. Sandy Ried stated that the Flower Bed needs 

to be weeded and the bush on the north side of the church needs to be trimmed. 

 

Financial Treasurer Sandy Ried asked if there were any changes to the proposed 2019 Budget. 

Mark Francis made a motion and Susie Briley second to approve the 2019 Budget. Motion carried. 

Sunday October 21 will be the 2019 Budget meeting. 

 

Mike Redelfs made a motion and Lynn Wurtele second to have a Community Outreach for Hospice 

Care at Bethel Church with a Holiday Service. The motion carried. 
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Mike Redelfs of the Nominating Committee said that he has candidates for Church Council and  

Spiritual Council still needs candidates for Board of Christian Ed, Pastor Relations, Nebraska      

Conference and Conference Delegates. Will update the council at the October Meeting. 

 

Dan Hamilton presented bylaws that need to be updated. The Church Council will establish a           

by - laws committee. Any member who wants to be on the by - law committee should contact Chip 

Johnson before the October 16 Church Council meeting 

 

Mike Redelfs made a motion and Susie Briley second to allow AppleJack Parking at the church and 

charge $5.00 for parking. The motion carried. 

 

Chip Johnson said the Church Council, Spiritual Council and Board of Christian Ed will be meeting 

with the Interim Pastor Candidate Wednesday, September 19. The Boards will then vote to accept 

or decline the candidate. Norman Brown asked if this Interim candidate is voted down to get                         

recommendations of Interim Pastors from the UCC. 

 

Mark Francis made a motion and Tyler Vock second to adjourn. The meeting closed with the reciting 

of the Lord's Prayer. 

 

The next Church Council Meeting will be Tuesday night, October 16 at 6PM 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Norm Brown 

 



 15 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

 

3 Members and Pastor David were present at the June 5, 2018 Women’s Fellowship Meeting.  Minutes of previous meeting 

were accepted as printed.   

Mary Redelfs cleaned the convection oven after the meeting.  Napkins were moved to East upper cabinet on South side of 
Sink.  Kitchen was straightened up.  Note, there are numerous containers left over from funerals/gatherings.  Please check 
and see if you’re missing any.  No report on Prayer Chain.  Alter flowers were provided by Ardel Curtis in memory of her   
parents, Eugene & Margaret Wilhelm and an anonymous gift in memory of Jerry Lee Jenson, as well as numerous Easter 

Lilies for Easter.   

The CWU Friendship Luncheon was held at Bethel, 36 people attended and a profit of $89 was had.  Our next Church  

Women United meeting will be at the First Christian Church on November  2, 2018.  This is World Community Day. 

New Business:  Should we change our meeting times?  It was discussed and we will be having a survey go out in the       
bulletin before next meeting for an opinion on this.  This was tabled till the September meeting.  It was also discussed 
whether to have a contact list for meal providers for those in need.  We chose to keep things as is right now.  Discussion on 
the Birthday Bank was tabled for September.  AppleJack food stand was discussed and we suggested to ask Jane Kreifels 
to head this up and ask Cindy Weible if we can be outside Friends of Faith again.  Sarah Bando will make up a sign up 

sheet. 

The least coin offering and Women’s Fellowship offering were taken up.   

Next meeting will be September 11th with election of officers for 2019.   

The Harvest Breakfast will be October 12, 2018.   We closed in Prayer.   

Sincerely, 

Michelle Francis 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

The BOCE met on Monday, August 13, 2018.  Sunday school curriculum was discussed and Sarah Bando will order what is 

needed.  Teachers were assigned their Sunday school students for the year.  Upcoming events were discussed:  September 

9th will be our Sunday School Rally, acolyte training and the presentation of 3rd grade bibles.  September 16th will be the 

first day of Sunday school.  Our next meeting will be September 10th at 6 pm.  Our meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Bando, Secretary 

 

The BOCE met on Monday, September 10, 2018.  Past events were reviewed:  Rally Sunday went well.  The kids ate               

donuts and walked over to Steinhart Park.  Makenzie Johnson and Addison Ferguson were trained by Kassi Holman as  

acolytes.  They also received their 3rd grade bibles.  Upcoming events:  Annual hayrack ride at the farm of Greg and Barb 

Stukenholtz on Sunday, September 30, 2018 at 2 pm.  The board will provide hot dogs, drinks, and s’mores.  People are 

welcome to bring a food item to share if they wish.  We thank the Stukenholtz’s for providing us this opportunity again this 

year.  We began to look at possibilities for this year’s Christmas program which is scheduled for Sunday, Dec. 9, 2018.     

Our next meeting will be Monday, October 8th at 6 pm.  Our meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Bando, Secretary 
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

 

There were 13 people present at the September 11th meeting.  Minutes of the last meeting(June) were approved.  There 
were no bills to present at this time.  Virginia Miller made a motion to accept the treasurers report, seconded by Connie 
Gieseking.  We received a Thank You from Sarah Bando & family for the funeral luncheon of Guyla Haneline, her Step-

mom.   

Visitation: Katie Chapin reported on visits made to Harold Huss, Joan Weible, Don Grundman & Georgia Teten. 

Alter Flowers:  Margaret Brust reported on flowers from the funerals of Lavon Grundman, AD Gibbs and Guyla Haneline. It 

was mentioned how nice the fall arrangements look on the altar. 

Kitchens:  Refrigerators will be cleaned once a month.  When putting food/drink in the refrigerator, Label with name/
organization and date.   

Prayer Chain:  If anyone wants to be added to the email list let Connie Gieseking know. Also, let her know if there is any-

one who needs prayers to be put on the list. 

Church Women United:  World Community Day will be November 2nd at the First Christian Church and the Christmas Tea 

is December 7th at St Mary’s Episcopal Church.  Watch for more information. 

Old Business: 

Discussion was had on the Quilt Cabinet and was tabled till next meeting.  

There will be a Harvest Breakfast on October 12th from 6:30-10 am in fellowship hall.  First responders will be given a free 
Breakfast to show our appreciation. Biscuits and Sausage Gravy, Fruit, Eggs, Sweet rolls and Muffins with Juice and   
Coffee will be served.  There will be a sign up sheet to help provide food and work posted at the back of the church. Set 

up will be October 11th at 2 pm.  We will again have a basket raffle.  Profits will be going to the General Fund. 

New Business: 

Election of 2019 Officers are as follows:  President:  Connie Jensen 
      Vice President: Peggy Johnson 
      Treasurer:  Jane Kreifels 
      Secretary:  Michelle Francis  
 
All Women of Bethel are considered members of the Women’s Fellowship.  Meeting times will remain the same 2nd     
Tuesday of March-June-September-December @ noon. 
 
After discussion of how reliable the old coffee pots have been, Connie Jensen made a motion to replace the old large   
coffee pots with a new 100 cup coffee pot. This was seconded by Jane Kreifels. 
 
Least Coin to CWU and offering was collected.  Next Meeting will be the Christmas Luncheon on Tuesday, December 11 th 
@ noon.  Connie Jensen will let us know where. 
 
We closed in Prayer and with a story/Picture.  “The Gift” from God Updates.  This was about a Bible verse 
(Matthew 5: 38-39) fused onto a rock found at the south tower of the World Trade Center, Ground 0! 
 
Respectfully Summited In God’s Love, 
 
Michelle Francis, Secretary 
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Bethel United Church of Christ                

2400 Central Avenue 

Nebraska City, NE  68410 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

SCHEDULED TO SERVE OCTOBER 2018  

 

LAY LEADERS: October 7  October 14   October 21  October 28 
   Norm Brown  Kassi Holman  Sarah Bando  Sarah Bando 

 

GREETERS:  October 7  October 14   October 21  October 28 
   Dennis & Carol  Katie Chapin  Michelle Francis Burt & Cindy Weible 

 

USHERS:  October 7—October 14   October 21—October 28 
   Burt & Cindy, Michelle, Paula  Norm & Nancy, BJ & Sandy 

 

SOUND SYSTEM: October 7—October 14   October 21—October 28 
   Burt Weible    Nick Brown 

 

ACOLYTES:  October 7  October 14   October 21  October 28 
   Landon & Addison Brianna & Makenzie Madisen & Lilian Blake & Chloe 

 

MOWING (Week of):  October 7  October 14   October 21  October 28 
   Allan/Jason  Dennis/Carol  Stephen L.  Jake Sinner 

2018 

COOKIE FELLOWSHIP: 

Jane K., Cindy K. 
 
FLOWERS: 

Margaret Brust 


