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THE BETHEL BEACON ~ OCTOBER 2017 

Rev. David Butz, Pastor 

pastordavidbethelucc@gmail.com 

Sunday School @ 9 am   
Worship time @ 10:00 am 

Church Telephone #:  (402) 873-6218  

Email: betheluccurch1887@gmail.com    

     Website:  www.bethelucchurch.com 

              Find us on  

BETHEL UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST                          

2400 CENTRAL AVE.          
NEBRASKA CITY, NE 

68410 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

 

Dear Sister’s and Brother’s in Christ, 

Harvest Home and Thanksgiving! 

Every Fall we have two celebrations that are very similar. Both are occasions to give thanks. Both are                       

occasions to celebrate the harvest. Both recognize our dependence on God. So why have both? 

With all the similarities shared by these two observances, there are a few distinctions as well. The   

primary celebration for one of these celebrations is in the home. For the other it is in the church. One 

of these days is celebrated by gathering around a table with maybe a few friends and feeding our-

selves. For the other, there is no table and it is not about what I receive, it is about what I am able to 

give so that another may gather around a table somewhere and be fed. 

Harvest Home and Thanksgiving! 

Both celebrations are important and both celebrations are needed. 

In today’s age, when families are so scattered and where many families do not gather around a      

common table to share a meal, it is important to have this one day to take a time out, to gather as one, 

to bow our heads and give thanks and then to share the meal in the midst of laughter, love and faith. 

The other is important because it is an opportunity to make our thanksgiving real. In a time and in a 

culture where so much time is focused on ourselves and our own needs, it is good to consider the 

needs of those who are less fortunate than we. 

Yes there are many programs that provide food for the hungry, but many of them are outside of the 

church and they do not give thought to who actually has blessed us with this food. It is by and from 

the hand of God. And it is amazing to think that with all the food programs available, there are still so 

many people who are hungry. 

Let us enter this new season of the year with thanksgiving in our hearts and a thanksgiving that is 

lived out by sharing what we have with others. And may both these celebrations help us to see and  

rejoice in God – the giver of all good things. 

Pastor David 
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IN OUR PRAYERS IN SEPTEMBER :  Justin Williams, Betty    

Blankenship, Logan Drabek,  Mason Wieckhorst, Ella Mathisen, 

John Ensign,  Alice Oelke, Don Grundman, Roy Murphy, Tim 

Worcester, JoAnn Weible, Kay Gillpatrick, Helen Ramold,    

Connie Gieseking, Dale Wurtele, Dean Hauptman, the family 

and friends of David Goswick, Quintin Holman, Jerry Jensen, 

the family and friends of Father Phil Chapman, the family and 

friends of Helen Johnson, and all who struggle with chronic    

illness, including those who reside in their homes and long-term 

care facilities.  

 

The blessing of the animals will 
be observed on Sunday           

October 8, at 2:00 p.m. All are  
invited to join the gathering, 

meet others, and ask for God’s 
blessing on the family’s         

beloved animals or favorite 
stuffed animals.  

 

 

This year’s hay rack ride will be Sunday, 
October 15th.  We will be meeting at 

Greg and Barb Stukenholtz’s house at   
3 pm.  Their address is 885 S 62nd Rd.  

If you need directions ahead of time 
please call the office.   

Remember to bring your own water filled balloons!  

Following the hay rack ride, we will be roasting hot 
dogs and making s’mores.  Food and drinks will all be 
provided.  This is an annual event put on by the Board 

of Christian Education at no cost to our members.                     
Hope to see you all there!  Bring a friend! 

 

We will be reviewing and voting on the 
2018 church budget on Sunday, October 

29th following worship.  A copy of the   
proposed budget is included in this      
Beacon.  Watch your mail for more      

budget information!  Stick around after 
the meeting because there will be an      

Elevator Fundraiser dinner put on by our         
  Youth Fellowship.   

The nominating committee is   

looking for 2 more people.     

If anyone is interested in     

helping out, please let the   

office know. 

 

 

 

Our last Fireside Chat for 
2017 will be on October 28 
(time will be announced as 

we get closer). We will gather 
around the fire to roast 

marshmallows, have hotdogs 
and enjoy good conversation. 
Corn hole, ladder toss, horse 

shoes, croquet, volley ball 
and other outside games are 
also possible.  Feel free to 
bring any games you would 

like to share.                            

 Thank you to everyone 

who brightened our 

sanctuary with flowers, 

and who sponsored   

bulletins during the 

month of September. 
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LOOKING AHEAD TO NOVEMBER 

 

Sun. 5th:  Daylight Savings Time ends, Communion and Food         

       pantry 

Tues. 6th:  Spiritual Council meeting 6:15 pm 

       (Pastor David in Ashland for training 6th—10th) 

Sun. 12th:  Dedication of Pledges, 1st qtr. Sunday school           

attendance awards, Thanksgiving dinner in Fellowship Hall    

Tues. 13th:   Board of Christian Ed. Meeting 6pm,                          

           Church Council meeting 7 pm 

Sun. 19th:  Youth Fellowship 

Tues. 21st:  Ministerial Association meeting 9 am 

Thurs. 23rd:  Thanksgiving (office closed 23rd & 24th) 

Sun. 26th:  Decorate the church 

*Choir practice every Wednesday at 7pm   

 

OCTOBER 

 

Greg & Melissa Rowh 

~October 4, 2008~ 

 

Dale & Michelle Francis 

~October 19, 1991~ 

      

 

 

 

 

Broc Bando 2nd                          Carol Marshall 3rd                Elizabeth Luther 6th  

Braellen Wieckhorst 7th        Braxton Wieckhorst 7th            Bryson Wieckhorst 7th      

Lenny Tietz 11th                       Lauryn Hawkins 12th                    Morgan Barrett 13th       

Sallye Benecke 16th               Madelyn DeVorss 18th                          Kevin Bando 21st                

Allison Mills 21st                       Melissa Rowh 28th                            Eli Delunger 28th     

          Vernon Brooke 29th  

OCTOBER 
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NOTE FROM TREASURER: GIVING TO FINANCE BETHEL UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST 

 

As you can see from the financial report, we are still in the RED regarding the General Fund and we 

as a Church are not meeting our Church’s day to day operational needs.  

Your Church council has had many discussions regarding the finances of our Church, and have 

asked “How should we raise funds and obtain the financial income to accomplish the work of the 

Church?” Consideration has been given to tithing, offering online giving options, raffles, bake sales, 

white elephant sales, luncheons and chicken dinners.  

What happens when there is no money in the bank? Do we have to close the Church? 

Because we rely heavy on the donations and offerings of our members, how should members      

decide how much to donate? 

Here are some questions we should consider in helping us determine our giving to our Church or 

God: 

Am I really carrying my fair share of the responsibility to support the work of the church, or am I 

leaving this up to others? 

Am I seeking to give as much as I can, or do I try to “get by” with giving just a little to the Lord 

and spending the rest to please myself and my family? 

Do I give the way I would want other people to give if they were giving to meet my need—if I 

were the lost person who needed to hear the gospel, or if I was the Christian in need? 

Do I give as much as Jesus would give if HE were in my place? If HE had my income and my 

family obligations, would HE give more? 

If you miss attending church on any given Sunday, do you make up your weekly offering or do 

you just skip that week and pocket the money for other things? 

Is God pleased with your giving? 

What does the Bible teach us? 

 

 

Embracing An Adult Faith: This is a five session study in which we will explore the 

topics of God, Jesus, Salvation, Community and Practice. I would like to have an idea 

of how many are interested. I am planning on meeting on Thursday morning at 10:00 

AM and a second group meeting on Thursday evening at 7:00 PM. Both meetings will 

be at the parsonage. I will have a sign-up sheet in the back of the sanctuary if you are 

interested. Please indicate which time works best for you. If you are interested, but the 

time does not work for you please add that by your name on the sign-up sheet. If there 

is enough interest I will add a time in the afternoon as well. This small group will start 

October 12th.   ~ Pastor David 
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Bethel United Church of Christ ~ Spiritual Council Meeting  

September 11, 2017 ~ Pastor’s Office 

 

Present were: Pastor David Butz, President Burt Weible, Vice President Paula Ramold, Cindy 

Weible, Dean Biere, and Secretary Carol Biere. 

Burt called the meeting to order and led us in prayer. 

Dean moved that the August minutes be approved, seconded by Cindy.   

Burt presented a sample of offering envelopes to be used by members who’s weekly offering is     

automatically taken from their bank accounts. 

Altar cloths will continue to be green except for Communion Sundays when they will be white. 

Pastor David’s meeting with confirmands and mentors including plans for the year went well. He    

reported taking communion to three members in nursing homes.   Pastor will be attending a second 

Ministerial training session during the week of Nov 6
th
-10

th
.  September 10th, included a “Back-to-

School Blessing” for students and teachers during worship services.  

Our conference will be voting on a new Executive Conference Minister to cover the three states of 

Iowa, Nebraska and South Dakota.  The Nebraska Conference Minister, Pastor Roddy, will be      

retiring and a new Pastor will replace him. 

Pastor David will be attending his son’s graduation from a Police Academy in October.     

Other discussion included the upcoming Thanksgiving Dinner at church, decorating for Advent, 

World Wide Communion on the first Sunday in October, and Pastor Appreciation Sunday with cake 

and coffee after the Sunday morning service. 

Dean moved the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Cindy.  The meeting was closed with        

members standing and joining hands as Pastor David led us in prayer.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carol Biere 

 

              SPIRITUAL  

                COUNCIL 
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President John Vock called the meeting to order. Pastor David opened the meeting with a 

prayer.  Secretary Norm Brown read the minutes from the August Church Council     

meeting. Chip Johnson made a motion and Loren Mleynek seconded to approve the 

minutes. 

 

Norm Brown made a motion and Jane Kreifels seconded to pay the bills. Sandy Ried,    

Financal Treasurer, presented the budget for 2018 and Sunday October 29 was set as the 

Budget Meeting.  

  

Pastor David presented a laminated card from the spiritual council for members to use 

who use direct deposit as a offering. Sandy Reid said it looks to much like the regular   

offering envelope.  

 

Pastor David gave the Board of Christian Ed report. The Hayrack Ride will be Sunday, 

October 15 at Greg and Barb Stukenholtz, and  the board is discussing the Sunday 

School Christmas Program. 

 

The Thanksgiving Dinner will be Sunday November 12 . The Church Council will bring 

turkey and ham, the Spiritual Council will bring dressing, and The Board of Christian Ed 

will bring mashed potatoes and gravy.  

 

Fall Cleanup is Saturday, September 30 at 9 am. Shrubs and brush around the parsonage 

will be cleaned up.  October 7 from 2—4 in Crete will be the election of the New Tri - State 

Conference Minister. Pastor David will be attending training in Ashland November 6 - 10. 

 

Bethel will have a Food Stand in front of the Friends of Faith Thrift Store Saturday,       

September 16 for the Parade and Sunday, September 17 for the Car Show. 

 

Church Secretary Sarah Bando gave her report. She did advertising for the Labor Day 

Brunch, sent out Sunday School letters, made bulletins for George Stukenholtz funeral, 

made agenda for Women's Fellowship meeting, and will be sending out the 2018 budget. 

 

The next church council meeting will be Monday night, October 9 at 7 pm. Loren Mleynek 

made a motion to adjourn and Jane Kreifels seconded. The meeting closed with the       

reciting of The Lord's Prayer. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Norm Brown, Secretary 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL   



 7 

 

The Board of Christian Education met September 11th, 2017. Present 

were Carrie Ferguson, Jaime Horstmann, Jen Tietz, Kassi Holman, 

Pastor David, Sarah Bando and Sara Horstmann. 

  

The annual hayrack ride will take place October 15, 2017 at 

3pm.  As usual, guests are in charge of bringing their own water bal-

loons! BOCE will provide hotdogs, drinks and stuff for S'mores. We 

will have a fire afterwards to help warm us up! 

  
We picked out a play for the Christmas program that will take place 

December 10th. Practice will begin November 5th. 

  
Our next meeting will take place on October 9th at 6pm. 
  
The meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 

Carrie Ferguson 

   
           BOARD  
                  OF  
                    CHRISTIAN  
                                 EDUCATION 
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The meeting was called to order with a prayer by Pastor David.  Minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.  

The treasurer’s report was read and approved.  There were no new bills presented. 

 

Committee Reports  

Kitchens: The ice machine has been replaced.  Thank you to John and Margaret Brust for heading up that project. 

Church Women United:  Bethel Women’s Fellowship will be responsible for the World Community Day on November 3, 

      2017 at 1:30. 

Visitations:  Pastor David gave his report.  He has been busy doing visits with shut-ins, nursing homes and hospital     

         patients. 

Altar Flowers:  2 bouquets of flowers were given by the family of George Stukenholtz. 

Courtesy and Receptions:  George Stukenholtz funeral luncheon.  There were 167 served.  Thank you to everyone who 

                      helped and brought food. 

Old Business: Still asking everyone to keep an eye out for a china cabinet that could be used to display and store our 
             Bethel UCC 125 Quilt.   A possible “Boo! Breakfast” fundraiser for October 13th is pending due to Mary  

             Redelfs being gone.*  

New Business:  Election of officers for the 2017-18 year were held.  President ~ Mary Redelfs, Vice President ~ Connie 

               Jensen, Treasurer ~ Jane Kreifels, and Secretary ~ Michelle Francis.   

 

The Least coin offering (to CWU) and regular offering were collected. 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, December 12th. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Bando 

 

*  At a later time it was decided that there will be a Harvest Breakfast put on by our Women’s Fellowship on       
Friday, October 13th from 6:30 am to 10 am in Fellowship Hall.  There will be scrambled eggs, sausage and       

      Bethel UCC Women’s Fellowship Meeting  
 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

 



 9 

 

 

Blanket Sunday will be October 22nd and 29th.  A blanket will be at the 
back of  the sanctuary with envelopes for donations.  The blankets        

purchased from your donations will help people from around the world 
recover from disasters and get a fresh start.  More information will be 

pinned to the blanket. 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 17th! 

 

 

SHOES CAN 
BE DROPPED 

OFF AT 
BETHEL TOO! 



 11 

 

 



 12 

 



 13 

 



 14 

Bethel United Church of Christ                

2400 Central Avenue 

Nebraska City, NE  68410 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

SCHEDULED TO SERVE OCTOBER 2017  
 

LAY LEADERS   
Oct. 1   Oct. 8   Oct. 15   Oct. 22   Oct. 29  
Dylan Holman  Norm Brown  Sandy Ried  Cindy Kreifels  Kassi Holman 
 
GREETERS 
Oct. 1   Oct. 8   Oct. 15   Oct. 22   Oct. 29 
Horstmann Family  Pauline Peterson  Bonnie Wurtele  Brown Family  Kevin & Jan Pummel 
 
USHERS  
Oct. 1—Oct. 8   Oct. 15—Oct. 22   Oct. 29—Nov. 5    
David & Darcy Carpenter  Suzy Briley, Dylan Holman         Janice Dawson, Gene Nannen                                                                                                                           
Norm & Nancy Brown  Marilyn Weible, Katie Chapin  Burt & Cindy Weible    
                  
SOUND SYSTEM                             FLOWERS ~ Margaret Brust 
Oct. 1—Oct. 8  Oct. 15   Oct. 22—Oct. 29              
Kevin Pummel  Need volunteer  Burt Weible           COOKIE FELOWSHP:  Danielle & Cindy    
            
ACOLYTES 
Oct. 1   Oct. 8   Oct. 15   Oct. 22   Oct. 29:   
Katherine & Elizabeth Christian & Madisen Keston & Andrew  Brianna & Katherine Blake & Chloe               
 
MOWING WEEK OF Oct. 1:  Jake/Kevin     Oct. 8:  Stephen     Oct. 15:  Dennis/Carol  Oct. 22:  Allan     Oct. 29:  Jake/Kevin  

 

 

OCTOBER  

2017 


