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just thinking…
Greg Stukenholtz’s eulogy to Betty Buchanan was full of grace and life. Thank you, Greg, for your words of wisdom.
Around the table after the funeral, Greg tried to explain how difficult it was to start out with an empty sheet of paper and
create something. I am sure that Greg met this task with genteel and gentlemanly words as he threw away draft after
draft. Suffice it to say, Greg reported that he would rather do the dirtiest job on the farm than try to write.
This got me to thinking.
Most of the time when we try something new we haven’t done before or resurrect an old skill that hasn’t been used in a
long time, there is an effort needed that seems to be beyond human understanding. It is just hard work.
Thinking about, praying about, and even wondering about Bethel UCC is hard work. But like Greg, nothing gets
accomplished until we begin. We must do something, take an action or participate in some way.
Perhaps the axiom is true: doing something we have never done before takes 99% perspiration, .99% overcoming fear of
failure, and .01% inspiration.
Thanks, Greg, for your great theological insight!
Dominus vobiscum,
Bill

Join us on the
Journey
It is up to YOU

COMMITTEE
UPDATE

This year’s hay rack ride will be Sunday, October 11th.
Monkey Business was not available this year, so we will
be meeting at Greg and Barb Stukenholt’s house at
1 pm. Their address is 885 S 62nd Rd.
If you need directions ahead of time please call the
office.
There will be brownies and ice cream with your choice
of toppings and drinks. Remember to bring your own
water filled balloons! This is an annual event put on by
the Board of Christian Education at no cost to our
members. Hope to see you all there!

Our search committee has
been meeting and are in the
process of receiving and
reviewing profiles. We will
keep you updated as the
process continues!

We will be reviewing
and voting on the 2016
church budget on
Sunday, October 25th
following worship.

BETHEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Monthly Statement By Christine Parkyn-Luther
August 2015

Balance

Current Expenses/Income………………..

5827.65

Missionary Fund OCWM……………………

523.00

Improvement Fund…...…………………….

18,339.62

Capital Project Fund..……………………..

14,882.59

Organ Maintenance Fund..…………….…

2,000.00

Elevator Fund…………………..……………..

16,749.43

Other………………………..........................

5,157.54
$63,479.83

A more detailed report has been posted on the church bulletin board.
Copies will be made available upon request.

IN OUR PRAYERS IN SEPTEMBER:
Justin Williams, Betty Blankenship, Logan Drabek, Mason
Wieckhorst, Ella Mathisen, Helen Ramold, Cathy Blankenship,
Ruth Wurtele, John Ensign, Alex Peter, the family and friends of
Dorothy Reese, the family and friends of Alberta Kuehn, the
family and friends of Betty Buchanan, and all who struggle with
chronic illness, those confined to their homes & to long term
care facilities.
The numbers associated with today's migration crisis are huge: 4
million Syrians fleeing their country; 3 million Iraqis displaced. But it
was the image of a solitary child — a toddler in a red T-shirt, blue
shorts and Velcro sneakers, found face-down on a Turkish beach —
that shocked and haunted the world this week. The drowned boy was
3-year-old Aylan Kurdi, from Syria, part of a group of 23 trying to reach
the Greek island of Kos. They'd set out in two boats on the 13-mile
Aegean journey, but the vessels capsized. Aylan Kurdi's 5-year-old

Thank you to Harold
& Gladys Huss who
helped assemble the
Octoberber edition of
the Bethel Beacon.

The family of Helen Johnson
would like to thank
everyone who helped make
her 100th birthday special
for her.

Remember to “fall back” one
hour on Sunday, November
2nd. Daylight Savings Time
ends.

brother, Galip, also drowned, as did the boys' mother, Rehan. Their
father, Abdullah, survived. In all, five children from that journey are
reported dead. According to the Globe and Mail, the family, Syrian
Kurds, had lived in Damascus, where Abdullah Kurdi was a barber,
until 2011. After Syria's war began, they moved to Kobani, a city along
the border with Turkey that has been contested between ISIS and

Meals on Wheels

Kurdish fighters and has undergone hundreds of airstrikes.

Please consider making a monthly
commitment to deliver meals to
shut-ins in Nebraska City. Meals
are delivered Monday thru
Saturday at 11:00. The meals are
delivered from the hospital and it
usually takes less than hour to
deliver the meals. Contact Darcy
Carpenter at 873-4927 or
shsdarcy@windstream.net
Thank you to everyone
who brightened our
sanctuary with flowers,
and who sponsored
bulletins during the month
of September .

BEST WISHES TO THOSE CELEBRATING THEIR
BIRTHDAYS & WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
IN OCTOBER
Broc Bando 2nd

Carol Marshall 3rd

Braellen Wieckhorst 7th

Elizabeth Luther 6th

Braxton Wieckhorst 7th

Bryson Wieckhorst 7th

Lenny Tietz 11th

Lauryn Hawkins 12th

Morgan Barrett 13th

Sallye Benecke 16th

Madelyn DeVorss 18th

Kevin Bando 21st

Allison Mills 21st

Melissa Rowh 28th

Vernon Brooke 29th

LOOKING AHEAD: NOVEMBER
Sun. 1st: Communion/Food pantry
Daylight Savings
Tues. 3rd: Board of Christian Ed. mtg. 6 pm

ANNIVERSARIES
OCTOBER

Sun. 8th: 1st qtr. Sunday school awards/Kids sing
Tues. 10th: Spiritual Council mtg. 5:45 pm/Church
Council mtg. 7 pm
Wed. 11th: Veterans Day
Sun. 15th: Dedication of pledges
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner in Fellowship
Hall following worship/ Youth Fellowship
Sun. 22nd: Kids sing
Decorate church for Xmas after worship
Mon. 23rd: Meals on Wheels at 11 am
Thurs. 26th: Thanksgiving
Thurs. 26th & Fri. 27th: Office closed
Sun. 29th: Hanging of the greens
Mon. 30th: Meals on Wheels at 11 am
*Sr. Choir practice every Wednesday at 7 pm*

Greg & Melissa Rowh
~October 4, 2008~
Dale & Michelle Francis
~October 19, 1991~

SPIRITUAL
COUNCIL
Bethel United Church of Christ
Spiritual Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, September 8, 2015
5:45 pm
Pastor’s Office
Present: Vice-President Dennis Marshall, Secretary LaVonda Bando, Larry Bando, Stephen Luther and Pastor
Bill
Absent: President Arlin Rohlfs
Pastor Bill opened with a word of prayer.
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved.
The Spiritual Council members went over and updated the draft of the Request & Message Brochure. Pastor
will make the updated and will present at the next meeting.
Discussion was held on if there should be a Christmas Day Service, since been a very small attendant. Larry
made a motion not have Christmas Day Service this year. LaVonda seconded and motion carried. Dennis will
present this motion to the Church Council for approval.
Sound system updated was table until next meeting.
The announcements at Sunday morning church service will not be read to the congregation, since we can read
them.
World Wide Pray Sunday – October 4
Congregation Budget Meeting – October 11
Pastor will be on vacation on December 27 we need to have a supply pastor that sunday.
Need to get a list of supply pastors to be put into Spiritual Council Procedure Policy
The Spiritual Council will have a short meeting on Sunday, September 27 at 9:30 am to go over the Spiritual
Council budget.
The meeting closed.
Secretary,
LaVonda Bando

cHURCH COUNCIL
The Church Council met at 7:00 pm on Sept. 8, 2015. Jen Hamilton called the meeting to order in absence of Lenny
Tietz. Pastor opened with a prayer. Others present were David Carpenter, Dean Griepenstroh, Peg Johnson, Gene
Nannen, Margaret Brust, Christine Parkyn, Denis Marshall, Sarah Bando, and Jerry Gieseking.
Jerry presented a plan for a new lawn mower shed. He volunteered to build the shed and funds have been secured for
the materials. Plans are for a 12x16 shed on a cement pad. Dean made a motion to accept the plan and move ahead
with building the new one. Gene seconded and motion carried. The Council thanks Jerry and all involved in helping this
project to be completed.
Secretary minutes were accepted by motion from David and seconded by Gene. Motion carried.
Christine's financial report was accepted by motion from David and seconded by Peg. Motion carried. Dean make a
motion to have Margaret Brust audit the books for the first three quarters of 2015. David seconded it and motion
carried. As approved at the Aug. 11, 2015, meeting, Sandy Ried will be the financial secretary of Bethel Church replacing
Christine Parkyn. Papers will be presented to Premier Bank to finalize this transition.
Pastor reported a successful Sunday School Rally and 5th Sunday experience. He expressed appreciation to the
Buildings and Grounds group that has really put a lot of effort, work and time into completing various projects.
Margaret reported that memorial money was being utilized to clean the brass on the altar. It was noted how nice the
pieces look. She is looking into the Adkins sign project.
The church office report given by Sarah included bids for a new copier and the computer fan needs repair. Bids were
tabled till next meeting and Margaret will look into possibility of memorial funds for the copier or the purchase of a new
computer as the current one is very outdated. Sarah will look into possible grant from Friends of Faith. Christine will
research on what will be the best computer for the church. Council will review budget at Oct. meeting, budget will then
be mailed out to members and voted on at Oct. 25 service.
Dennis reported for the Spiritual Council that they would prefer not to have a Christmas Day morning service this
year. The earlier time of the Christmas Eve service allows more to attend and Christmas Day service has had a very low
attendance the last several years. Motion made by Peg and seconded by David to discontinue Christmas Day service this
year. Motion carried.
Christine reported for Board of Christian Ed that Rally Sunday went great and that they have teachers for all grades in
Sunday School.
Jen gave an overview of Building and Grounds and all they've accomplished. The Boy Scouts have been a big help. Next
meeting is Sept. 26 with everyone welcome.
Margaret said there was no report on stewardship and the search committee continues to review applications.
Old business-Jen has obtained the chair lift and will look into different options for it. Dean made a motion and David
seconded it to make a $100 donation to Camp Kaleo for the chair lift. Motion carried. Women's Fellowship would like to
see a return of each council having a fund raiser. Members to return with ideas.
Next meeting will be Oct. 13 at 7:00 pm. David made a motion to adjourn with second from Dean. Closed with the Lord's
Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Peg Johnson, secretary

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Opening prayer
Old business:
Reading of minutes
Outstanding bills
New business:
*Teachers for upcoming year and number of students:
Preschool/Kindergarten: Danielle and Paula (8)
1st & 2nd: Kassi (4)
3rd-5th: Cindy
6th & 7th: Dan (4)
Confirmation class: Pastor Bill (5)
High School: Lenny (4)
*Substitute List: Sandy Ried, Jen Hamilton, Jen Tietz, & Darcy Carpenter.
*No 3rd graders for acolyte training or bibles
*Sunday school rally thoughts for next year
*First day of Sunday school/confirmation begins/youth fellowship potluck
*Brainstorm Christmas program thoughts/assign parts
*Someone needs to be in charge of touching base with Greg Stukenholtz
about hayrack ride (Oct. 11th at Monkey Business). Treats last year were
brownie sundaes—any suggestions?
Prayer
Next meeting is Tuesday, Oct. 6th at 6 pm.
Nancy Burkhart-Hunt (filling in for Christine Parkyn)

WOMEN’S
FELLOWSHIP
Women’s Fellowship met Tuesday, Sept. 8th in Fellowship Hall.
The meeting was opened with a prayer by Pastor Bill. Cindy Weible called the meeting to order.
Minutes from the last meeting were reviewed. Katie Chapin made a motion to accept the minutes and
Gladys Huss seconded. Motion passed. The treasurer’s report was given by Jane Kreifels. Margaret
Brust made a motion to accept the report and Connie Gieseking seconded it. Motion passed.
Committee reports:
Spiritual Life— Marilyn Weible reported that she sent 5 sympathy cards, 1 get well card, 1 anniversary
card, and 2 happy birthday cards.
Visitation— JoAnn Weible will be visiting the Ambassador from now on. Still need someone to visit
Golden Living.
Altar Flowers— Flowers were given from the familie of Glen Bremer.
Courtesy and Receptions— no report.
Kitchens— Ice machine is not working. Margaret Brust will look into finding someone to fix it.
Church Women United— no report.
Prayer Chain— It is working very well. No new additions.
Old Business: Connie Jensen made a motion to donate $1400 to the parsonage fund to help fix up the
bathrooms. Gladys Huss seconded. Motion passed.
New Business: Margaret Brust nominated Connie Jensen for Vice President. She accepted. Cindy is
still trying to find a secretary.
Next meeting will be Tuesday, December 8, 2015 for a Christmas lunch. Location to be announced at a
later date.
Least Coin and Offering were taken up.
Closing Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Cindy Weible

BETHEL BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE

Update regarding the building and grounds situation at church since our last meeting on Aug 22
The outdoor handrails, etc. were painted, flower beds weeded and driveway cracks were power
washed by the Boy Scouts troop 353 on August 29. This project will continue on Sept. 13th to fill the
cleaned parking lot cracks and clear coat the handrails. Hoping to add some more outdoor trim
painting to this project before the weather turns.
It's been noted that the A/C in the sanctuary stopped working as of yesterday at choir practice. It
seemed to be working fine during church this past Sunday. It looks as if some units froze up. Dean
and Dennis have contacted Bishops about this. Sadly, Alberta Kuenhs funeral was probably a
rather warm one.
The dishwasher and downstairs woman's restroom are having some plumbing issues. This was
noted after the funeral for Dorothy Reese. Tri-State will be working on this problem tomorrow,
Friday at 7:30am.
3 scouts from 353 along with the Holman boys helped move the contents of the old mower shed
into the parsonage garage this past Sunday. Dan got the shed loose from its foundation and is
working to get it on skids. Jerry presented new shed plans to the council. The project passed with
much appreciation.
Noah, Mason and Gray, along with their dads worked very hard to fill the enormous, cavernous
cracks in the parking lot. Even after using 45 gallons of blacktop sealer, after about a day of settling,
it was evident that even a second coating wouldn't be enough. We obviously need to look into other
ways of trying to deal with this situation. It's pretty clear that the entire parking lot probably should
have been sealed again a few years back, but we will do what we can. Hindsight is always 20/20.
Any ideas are very welcome.
A new church mailbox has been installed, the flower garden and bushes were clipped, outdoor
railings clear coated, a/c units fixed, outdoor drain roto-rootered and choir loft lights fixed.
If anyone knows of anymore completed projects, please let me know so I can keep track in writing.
Way to go everyone!!!
Jen Hamilton

RALLY SUNDAY 2015
Due to the construction of the new swimming pool, we were not able to go to Steinhart Park
this year. Instead, we went across the street to the new tennis courts and utilized that
space. The kids had donuts and juice, then were treated to bubbles and “balloon tennis”.
We had a great turnout and a great time was had by all!

llowship
e
F
’s
n
e
m
o
W
Bethel UCC
Luncheon
p
u
o
S
t
s
e
v
r
Ha
Come and join us for chili, potato soup, and a wide variety of
pies downstairs of Bethel Church in our Fellowship Hall.
Coffee, tea, and water will also be served.
Tickets are $5 per person and can be purchased at:
Friends of Faith
1014 Central Ave.
Nebraska City, NE
402-873-6575
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Date

Time: 11am-2 pm

Bethel United Church of Christ
2400 Central Ave.
Nebraska City, NE 68410
402-873-6218
bethelucchurch1887@gmail.com

WE MIGHT BE INTERESTED
The Last

TO KNOW...

Word

In a recent article, a question and answer
session, Robert Schnase1 called attention to the
need of the church to “Just Say Yes!”2
Interviewer: How does someone know if a culture
of No pervades their congregation?
Schnase: People become frustrated by useless
meetings that merely report and rehash the same
information over and over…[N]ew people who are
confused by the array of policies and rules and
restrictions and by the labyrinth of committees and
meetings that must approve every decision. These
are the marks of a culture of No.
…[A] consistent quality of clergy and lay leaders in
healthy churches is an openness to innovation and
change. They invite people to express their ideas
and encourage them in their callings. They shift a
focus on meetings to focus on ministry. In short,
growing churches say Yes to ministry initiatives that
declining churches say No to.
I: How do clergy-centered attitudes in churches
stifle creativity?

movement, work and dealing with energetic and
passionate people with different ideas. The decline of
many churches can be recorded as a succession
of No votes through the decades. The growth of many
churches can be measured in a series of bold Yeses.
I: How can church leaders help create an
environment where a congregation is more
comfortable taking risks?
S: …[P]eople have ideas, passions, callings and
spiritual yearnings. These are the people for
whom Just Say Yes! was written for. How do we foster
an autonomy and self-determination that gives them
the permission and freedom to initiate ministries
without winning countless votes from church leaders
who aren’t interested in their ideas? The freshest
nergy may come from newcomers or people at the
margins of the congregations who have not been
drawn into the negativity and complacency.
I: What steps can a leader take to honestly assess
whether or not he or she is a permission-giving
leader?

S: Permission giving leaders trust people, and they
trust that God calls people to ministry and gives the
gifts for ministry. They are initiators and experimenters
and responsible risk-takers. Permission-giving leaders
know how to listen. They spend time with people who
do not belong to the church or who are new. They
S: …[C]lergy-centered attitudes limit ministry. If
work with a minimum of defensiveness and
everything that happens must cross the pastor’s
territoriality. They get out of the way. They are clear
desk for approval, the pastor becomes a bottleneck
about the mission and hold high expectations. They
that restrains ministry. If he or she displays an
open options rather than close them. They
overly controlling leadership style or an inordinate
say Yes even to people with whom they disagree.
fear of disapproval, the pastor stifles rather than
They protect the outliers and innovators, the young
encourages creative initiative.
and the inexperienced.
I: Why do so many churches seem to naturally
1. Robert Schnase is bishop of the Missouri Annual
follow the path of least resistance when doing
Conference of The United Methodist Church. He is also the
ministry? What happens when they do?
best-selling author of Five Practices of Fruitful
S: No is easier. Yes is messy. No means not having
to learn. Yes means trying new things. No relieves
anxiety and causes us to repeat ministries as we’ve
done before. Yes means change. No means
stability, status quo, predictability, the same old

Congregations and Just Say Yes!
This article has been edited to fit the space allowed by the
Publisher of this issue of The Beacon — and ultimate Editor,
The Administrative Assistant. A complete copy of the
interview can be found at:
http://www.ministrymatters.com. Search “Schnase.”
2.

The Last, Last Word...we promise: Only 85 shopping days until Christmas!

SCHEDULED TO SERVE OCTOBER 2015
LAY LEADERS
Oct. 4
Dylan Holman

Oct. 11
Norm Brown

Oct. 18
Sandy Ried

GREETERS
Oct. 4
Delphine G./Pauline P.

Oct. 11
Marilyn/Chris Rivett

USHERS
Oct. 4 —Oct. 11
Lenny & Jen Tietz
Harold & Gladys Huss

Oct. 18 —Oct. 25
Arlin Rohlfs, Suzy Briley,
Marilyn Weible, Katie Chapin

SOUND SYSTEM
Oct. 4 —Oct. 11
Norm Brown

Oct. 18 —Oct. 25
Stephen Luther

ACOLYTES
Oct. 4
Mason Hamilton
Gray Carpenter

Oct. 11
Matthew Ramold
Brianna Johnson

FLOWERS ~ Margaret Brust

Bethel United Church of Christ
2400 Central Avenue
Nebraska City, NE 68410
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Oct. 25
Adelene Vock
Oct. 18
Brown Family

Oct. 18
Christian Tietz
Madisen Tietz

Oct. 25
Kevin & Jan Pummel

Oct. 25
Quintin Holman
Keston Holman

COOKIE FELOWSHP ~ Danielle Barrett & Cindy Weible

