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THE BETHEL BEACON ~ NOVEMBER 2017 
 

FROM PASTOR DAVID, A MINISTER TO THE MINISTERS OF BETHEL 
 

In the book (Toward the Better Country: Church Closure and Resurrection) in which the author (L. Gail Irwin) develops an 
argument for the distinction between a viable church and a church with vitality. Using her definition of each word — viable 
and vitality — the author noted that "a viable church is not necessarily a vital ministry, and not all vital churches are       
viable." 
By the author's definitions, a viable church "is one that has sufficient resources (financial and human) to maintain its     
current level of programming, staffing, and building maintenance without depleting financial resources such as               
endowments or the spiritual energy of the leadership." This is, quite frankly, the goal and measurement of success for 
many congregations and church leadership: to be viable, to have the resources to maintain. 
In this time of challenges to churches to gain new members, to keep themselves out of the red financially, and upkeep the 
property and ensure its inviting, the primary emphasis and energy revolves around doing whatever is necessary to remain 
viable, to, at the very least, maintain what and who the church has, and lose no more. 
Vitality, on the other hand, "describes a church's ability to accomplish its mission with vigor." To that end, "whatever its 
mission, a vital congregation is clear about stating it and has the resources to carry it out faithfully." 
With these definitions in hand, let's return to the author's original statement: "A viable church is not necessarily a vital    
ministry, and not all vital churches are viable." 
Using the definitions now let us review Irwin's statement: 
A viable church (one that has sufficient resources to maintain its current level of programming) is not always a vital minis-
try (one with a mission able to be accomplished with vigor), and not all vital churches (ones with missions able to be           
accomplished with vigor) are viable (have sufficient resources to maintain their current level of programming). 
Here comes the expected questions: 
  Is Bethel UCC a viable church? 
  Does Bethel UCC have vitality? 
             Is Bethel UCC both viable and vital? 
             Is Bethel UCC neither viable nor vital? 
It seems as though Bethel is viable: (although we need to step up financially) (At the last council meeting our treasurer 
said we have about 140 giving units and if each giving unit would give a onetime gift of $200 we would be out of the      
negative. I know that $200 is a lot for some of the giving units but how about you pray about it and see if you can increase 
your weekly giving some?) So that gives me faith to make the statement that there are sufficient resources (at least       
financially) to maintain our current programming. HOWEVER, that viability is diminishing as both the financial and the    
human resources are experiencing attrition. 
At the same time, it seems like our natural tendency is to pursue viability above vitality. So naturally much effort, energy, 
and attention are put into maintenance and the pursuit of more resources (financial and human) to maintain what has been 
happening. Along with this, the understood measurement of "success" focuses on growing, gaining, increasing these     
resources. 
How about vitality? Does Bethel have a vital ministry in Nebraska City? I believe, according to Irwin's thinking, in order to 
be vital there really needs to be a mission able to be accomplished with vigor. So, does Bethel UCC have a "mission" it's 
pursuing with vigor? If so, what would you say it is? Sadly, if we can't identify or state our mission, then we will in the same 
way be unlikely to have passion for anything. 
As Bethel continues to be a church in this community, as we continue to identify by name and, hopefully, character, with 
Jesus Christ, we must consider how to be vital over and above viable. Jesus said it like this, "What does it profit a person 
to gain the world but lose their soul?" 
What does it profit a church, including Bethel, to gain the finances and people resources to maintain what we have if we 
can't name and identify WHY WE'RE HERE, what our MISSION truly is. I would like to hear from all of you what you feel is 
the mission, purpose and calling of Bethel UCC.  
Let's focus together on mission, purpose, and calling. "Seek ye first the kingdom, the things of God, and all other things 
shall be added unto you," said Jesus as well. 
 
Pastor David 



 2 

IN OUR PRAYERS IN OCTOBER :  Justin Williams, Betty Blankenship,     

Logan Drabek,  Mason Wieckhorst, Ella Mathisen, the family and friends of 

John Ensign,  Alice Oelke, Don Grundman, Roy Murphy, Tim Worcester,   

JoAnn Weible, Helen Ramold, Dale Wurtele, Dean Hauptman, Quintin        

Holman, Jerry Jensen, Jay Means (Jen Tietz’s uncle), the family and friends of 

David “Tiny” Adams, the family and friends of Harold Hauberg, all those      

affected by the Las Vegas shooting and the fires in California, Sharon Kotas, 

the family and friends of Loren Mleynek, Carol Biere, and all who struggle with 

chronic illness, including those who reside in their homes and long-term care 

facilities.  

THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE DESERVE A 

Nick Brown made Honor Band 

Our foreign exchange student, Lukas, made All State 

Choir 

Katherine Luther’s Silver Project for Girl Scouts was accepted 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF YOU! 

 

 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, December 2, 2017.  
There will be a fundraiser dinner and silent auction for the 

Holman family here at Bethel from 5 pm—8 pm.          

More details to come as we get closer. 

 
 

This year we will be doing a live nativity scene on the south side of the church 
on December 10th & 17th from 5:30 pm—7:30 pm.  On Christmas Eve it will 
begin at 6 pm.  Actors will rotate every 15 minutes.  If you would to be a part 

of this project, there is a sign-up sheet in the back of the sanctuary (or call the 

office) for actors and for helpers.   

 

 

Sun., Nov. 19th, Bethel UCC and the First Christian Church will be sponsoring 
a joint Thanksgiving worship service at 6 pm located at Bethel.                               

Our choir will be singing as well! 

 

 

Our annual Thanksgiving dinner will be Sunday, November 12th following 
worship.  Turkey, ham, potatoes & gravy, stuffing, and drinks will be provided.  
Please bring your own table service and a side dish or dessert to share (side 

dish is not mandatory—everyone is welcome).                                                            
Please remember that your 2018 pledge sheets are due that day as well.   

Nebraska City’s annual Advent Recital for 

2017 will be held again at St. Mary’s 

Catholic Church on Sunday, Dec. 3rd 

from 6-8 pm.  Our choir will be there! 

 

The Women’s Fellowship Christmas 
Luncheon will be held at Valentino’s in 

Nebr. City on Tuesday, December 12th at 

Noon.  ALL Bethel Women are invited! 

 

 

1st Quarter Attendance Awards are     
Sunday, November 12th! 

 

 
Our hay rack ride day was Oct. 15th and 

what a really fun day it was! 

A BIG thank you goes out to Greg & Barb 
Stukenholtz for furnishing the hay rack 

rides and the bounce house.                 
We appreciate them taking the time out of 

their busy season for us.  Thank you to 
the Board of Christian Ed. for providing all 

the drinks and food too! 

Thank you to John and Margaret Brust for 
the beautiful fall display in front of the 

sanctuary again this year.  Thank you as 
well to Peggy Johnson for bringing in the 
corn stalks and to Brianna and Makenzie 

Johnson for helping to arrange it all.   

 Thank you to everyone 
who brightened our   

sanctuary with flowers, 
and who sponsored     

bulletins during the month 

of October. 

    Sunday,      
November 5th 



 3 

Stuff the pews – Last Sunday I put a chal-

lenge out there to fill the pews for November. I           

challenged the members to bring food and oth-

er items to help those that do not have enough 

food to feed their families. The goal is to fill the 

pews.  At least those in the front with as many 

items as we can. The items will then be donat-

ed to our local food pantry to help those that 

are in need during this season of thanksgiving. 

Let us show that Christ is alive here at Bethel 

United Church of Christ.      ~ Pastor David 

——————————————————————- 

 

 

 

 

Leslie & Janice Dawson 

 ~ Nov. 3, 1989 ~ 

 

Bill & Katheryn Walters 

 ~ Nov. 9, 1963 ~ 

HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY! 

     BEST WISHES TO THOSE CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAYS IN 
NOVEMBER 

 
  Carol Beccard 1st       Jamie Horstmann 1st           Dylan Vock 1st   Brenda Wieckhorst 1st 

    Christine Rivett 5th      Molly Hermann 10th   Kassi Holman 10th        Hailey Herzog 11th 

       Zoie Mills 12th Betty Joe Adkins 14th  Braiden Moyer 16th      Keston Holman 20th  

      Jane Vock 22nd     Kara Funk 24th   Stephen Luther 25th      Ben DeVorss 26th 

Michael Mills 26th        Dylan Holman 27th       Connie Jensen 29th     Bonnie Wurtele 29th 

          Matthew Ramold 30th 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD TO DECEMBER 

 

Sun. 3rd:  Communion/Food Pantry, Hanging of the Greens, Advent Recital 

      at St. Mary’s Catholic Church 6 pm 

Sun. 10th:  Sunday school Christmas program and Election of Officers,      

        Live Nativity 5:30 pm—7:30 pm 

Mon. 11th:  Board of Christian Ed. Mtg. 6pm, Church Council meeting 7 pm 

Tues. 12th:  Women’s Fellowship Christmas Luncheon Noon @ Valentino’s 

Sun. 17th:  No Sunday school or Youth Fellowship, Live Nativity 5:30 pm—

       7:30 pm 

Sun. 24th:  No Sunday school, Christmas Eve Services 5 pm & 10:30 pm, 

       Live Nativity 6pm—? 

(No Christmas morning worship) 

Tues. 26th:  Office closed 

Sun. Dec. 31st:  No Sunday school 

Mon. Jan. 1st:  Office closed 
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Bethel United Church of  Christ Spiritual Council Meeting 

October 2, 2017 ~ Duensing Chapel 

 

Present were: Pastor David Butz, President Burt Weible, Vice President Paula Ramold, 

Cindy Weible, Dean Biere and Secretary Carol Biere.   

Pastor David led us in prayer.    

Paula moved the September minutes be approved.  Second by Cindy.  Motion carried. 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor had three funerals this month, one of  which was a member.  There 

will also be a funeral tomorrow for a member.  Dedication of  blankets will be next Sunday.     

Confirmation is going well.  Those interested in attending camp next summer will meet this 

month. The last Sunday in October the altar cloths will be red in honor of  Reformation 

Sunday, Martin Luther and the end of  the church year.   The last Sunday in November     

altar cloths will be white to honor the Reign of  Christ. Advent is the beginning of  the 

Church Year with the birth of  Christ.  Pastor Appreciation Sunday will be October 15th 

with coffee and cake after the church service. The budget meeting will be 29th of  October. 

The 12th of  November will be the Thanksgiving Dinner.  The Spiritual Council will bring 

the dressing for the dinner.  Pastor will be attending a clergy gathering on October 20th.  

He will be on vacation November 19th and the last Sunday in December.  The Ecumenical 

Thanksgiving Eve service was discussed.  Good Friday services were discussed and Michelle 

Francis would like to have a live Nativity scene for Christmas.   

Burt plans to further preserve the veneer on the altar.  The recipe for the Thanksgiving 

dressing will be discussed at the November 6th meeting. 

Dean moved the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Paula. Motion carried. 

Members joined hands and united in the Lord’s Prayer.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Carol  Biere 

              SPIRITUAL  

                COUNCIL 
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President John Vock called the Church Council Meeting to order. Pastor David Butz opened the meeting 
with a prayer. Secretary Norm Brown read the minutes from the September Church Council meeting. Mike 
Redelfs made a motion and Chip Johnson seconded to approve the minutes as read. The Church Council 
wants to wish Council Member Loren Mleynek a prayerful recovery from his hospital stay. 
 
Sandy Ried, Financial Secretary, presented the financial report. Norm Brown made a motion and Jane 
Kreifels seconded to pay the bills. 
  
Pastor Dave gave the Spiritual Council Report. The Spiritual Council will repair the top and back of the Altar. 
Mike Redelfs made a motion and Jane Kreifels seconded to approve the Hayrack Ride at Greg and Barb 
Stukenholtz on Sunday October 15. 
 
Pastor Dave gave the Board Christian Ed report. The Board is thinking about having a movie night at the 
Church starting in December. 
 
Pastor Dave gave his report. Pastor presented three bids from Menards for new security cameras and   
monitor. The bids were tabled till the November 13 meeting. Michelle Francis and Jen Hamilton have        
discussed the idea of a Live Nativity in front of the church. John Vock made a motion and Mike Redelfs   
second to have the Live Nativity. 
 
Sarah Bando, Church Secretary, made flyers for the Harvest Breakfast on Friday October 13 and was     
preparing to mail out the 2018 Budget Letter and Pledge Sheet. The Budget Meeting will be Sunday,         
October 29. There is a desk and some other items that will be offered to purchase on the Church's Face-
book page. 
 
No Memorial Report. 
 
The Buildings and Grounds report was that the fall cleanup went very well. A shrub was removed from the 
parsonage along with cleanup in fellowship hall. 
 
John Vock and Chip Johnson will cook hams and Sandy Ried, Mike Redelfs and Connie Jensen will cook 
turkeys for the Thanksgiving Dinner on November 12. 
 
For the Christmas Offering, it was decided that half will go to the General Fund and the other half to OCWM. 
 
Chip Johnson made a motion and Jane Kriefels seconded to adjourn. The meeting closed with the reciting 
of The Lord's Prayer. 
 
The November Church Council Meeting will be Monday Night, November 13 at 7 in Duensing Chapel. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Norm Brown 

CHURCH COUNCIL   
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The Board of Christian Education met October 9, 2017.  Present were Kassie    

Holman, Jen Tietz, Jamie Horstmann, Pastor David, Sara Horstmann. 

 

The hayrack ride is October 15 @ 3 pm at the Greg and Barb Stukenholtz 

farm.  We will have hot dogs, s'mores, and drinks.  It was finalized as to who 

was bringing what. 

 

Christmas program is December 10, 2017 during church service  

 

Thanksgiving dinner is November 12 after church in the fellowship hall the 

BOCE is in charge of mashed potatoes and gravy it was decided who was going 

to bring what.   

 

Next meeting is November 13 @ 6 pm.  

 

Meeting closed with Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sara Horstmann  

   
           BOARD  
                  OF  
                    CHRISTIAN  
                                 EDUCATION 
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CHRISTMAS MISSION PROJECT 2017 

Each year one of our Christmas projects is to donate to Every Child’s Hope Evangelical Children’s 
Home.  They have a “Christmas Store” that the children can choose gifts from that they give to their 

friends and families.  It is these items that they are asking UCC congregations to donate.                  
A list of the items needed is included   below and posted on the bulletin board outside of the office.  

Your donations will need to be turned in to the office by Sunday, November 19, unwrapped.      
Thank you in advance for your generosity! 
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ANNUAL BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HAY RACK RIDE         
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2017 ~ STUKENHOLTZ FARM 
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YOUTH FELLOWSHIP ELEVATOR FUNDRAISER SOUP LUNCHEON            
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2017 
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Bethel United Church of Christ                

2400 Central Avenue 

Nebraska City, NE  68410 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

SCHEDULED TO SERVE NOVEMBER 2017  
 

LAY LEADERS   
Nov. 5   Nov. 12    Nov. 19       Nov. 26   

Sue Griepenstroh Dean Griepenstroh  Burt Weible  Quintin Holman   
 
GREETERS 
Nov. 5   Nov. 12    Nov. 19       Nov. 26 
Jane Kreifels  Burt & Cindy Weible  Janice Dawson  Harold & Gladys Huss 
 
USHERS  
Nov. 5     Nov. 12—Nov. 19       Nov. 26    
Janice Dawson, Gene Nannen  Michelle Francis, Mark Francis  Dean & Sue Griepenstroh 
Burt & Cindy Weible   David & Darcy Carpenter  Jamie Horstmann, Sara Horstmann
                 
SOUND SYSTEM                            FLOWERS:  Sarah Bando  
Nov. 5—Nov. 12   Nov. 19 —Nov. 26             
Norm Brown   Stephen Luther            COOKIE FELOWSHP 
                 Sandy Ried & Katie Chapin 
ACOLYTES 
Nov. 5   Nov. 12   Nov. 19       Nov. 26              
Nick Brown  Landon Ferguson Katherine Luther Christian Tietz 
Mason Wieckhorst Lilian Graham  Elizabether Luther Madisen Tietz 
 
MOWING WEEK OF  
Nov. 5   Nov. 12   Nov. 19       Nov. 26              
Stephen Luther Dennis/Carol  Allan Barrett  Jake Sinner/Kevin Pummel 

 

 


