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Bethel United Church of Christ                

2400 Central Avenue 

Nebraska City, NE  68410 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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 Roger & Karen Pieper  

 May 7, 1965 

 

Alex & Natalie Sevening                                                 

May 14, 2011  

 

Chuck & Shellene Funk  

 May 21, 2011 

 

Stephen & Christine Luther  

 May 25, 2001  

 

Kevin & Jan Pummel  

 May 25, 1975 

Our Church Council is looking for someone to be the Buildings and Grounds 

person.  This is a volunteer position.  What we need is someone to keep an 

eye on the parsonage, the church, and the grounds.  This could be a once a 

month type thing where you check everything over looking for any prob-

lems, then report back to the Council at the monthly meeting.  It does not 

mean you have to fix the problems yourself, you simply report back with 

your findings.  If anyone is interested, please let the office or Dan Hamilton 

know.  Thank you!   

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS IN APRIL 

  Justin Williams, Logan Drabek, Rachelle Drabek, Roy Murphy, Tim      

Worcester, Helen Ramold, Janice Holman, Lou Hauptman, Larry Blocker, 

the Voelker family, the Zech family, Dakota Miller, NinaJean Rohlfs, Susan 

Rinne, Matt Myers, Emmett Clark (Sandy Livingston’s grandson), Audrey 

Graves, Larry Farris, Lisa Newburn, Andrew Krogmeier, Lia Bollinger,   

Brenda Walters, Caleb Bescheinen, Dennis Shattow, Dorothy Jones, Arlen 

Jones, Joan Schroeder, Sam Chaney (great niece of Cindy Kreifels), those 

affected by the flooding, and all who struggle with chronic illness, including 

those reside in their homes and long-term care facilities, and those affected 

by the Coronavirus, bullying, suicide, and depression. 

     BEST WISHES TO THOSE CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAYS IN  
MAY 

  

Caleb Poggemeyer 3rd      Mike Redelfs 4th                  David Carpenter 5th                

Rylee Mills 7th                         Kizen Adams 7th                Delphine Griepenstroh 9th         

Katie Chapin 11th                    Sharon Kotas 11th                      Brian Bando 12th                           

Jason Stukenholtz 13th          Grace Sinner 14th                  Sandy Livingston 17th           

Anna Hotsenpillar 18th           Dalyce Sudman 19th          Emily Meadows 24th 

Tyler Vock 25th                  Katheryn Walters 27th            Andrew Stukenholtz 28th                                    

         Bill Walters 29th 
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Finally, here’s something I posted on our Facebook page, addressing our youth: 

 

“Most, if not all of you have essentially been given an early summer, with a twist: Everyone is to shelter in place for the 

time being. Your parents may be doing the same, based upon their profession. This probably is difficult for them, as I'm 

sure it is for you.  Now is not the time to complain about "being bored," or getting into sibling arguments, or putting on an 

"attitude." This is a time to show your maturity in Christ by helping around the house; by being cheerful, genuinely cheerful 

and doing what you can to help your family. This won't last forever. Ask your parents what their Grandparents and Great-

Grandparents did when times were tough for them. You may come to realize that we really don't have it so bad after all .” 

  

I miss all of you; rest assured, we will all get together at Bethel and have “Church” in the not too distant future. Until then: 

Pray for our country; 

Pray for those on the front lines (1st responders, health care workers, etc.) 

Pray for each other; 

TRUST in our Lord, who is BIGGER than any problem or challenge facing us. 

Blessings to all of you! 

 

Pastor Keith 

 

 

 

UPDATE!!! 

Pete Ricketts released a statement stating a statewide DHM will begin May 4 to allow religious services, funerals and 

weddings to no longer follow the 10-person social gathering limit as long as guidelines are followed. 

Households will be able to sit together but must be six feet apart from other households. No passing of things between 

congregants will be allowed, either. 

The guidelines will be released in greater detail ahead of May 4. 

At this point we are planning on resuming regular worship service on Sunday, May 10th.  Until the guidelines change,   

ushers and greeters will not be needed since we are to stay 6 feet apart and unable to shake hands.  There will be a      

bucket in the back of the sanctuary to put your offering in because we are not able to pass the offering plate around.    

Every other pew will be taped off in an effort to keep the proper distance.  We are hoping to continue the Facebook live 

posts, so if you are not comfortable coming to church quite yet, this will still be an option. 
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THE BETHEL BEACON ~ MAY 2020 

Church Telephone #:  (402) 873-6218  

Email: bethelucchurch1887@gmail.com    

     Website:  www.bethelucchurch.com 

              Find us on  

BETHEL UNITED CHURCH 

OF CHRIST                          

2400 CENTRAL AVE.          

NEBRASKA CITY, NE 

68410 

Keith A. Valenzuela, Pastor 

pkvalenz@gmail.com 

 

Sunday School @ 9 am   
Worship time @ 10:00 am 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

                                                                                                                                   

It’s hard to imagine that we are staring down the month of April; four months into COVID-19. 

 

The World Health Organization declared the 2019–20 coronavirus outbreak a Public Health Emergency of International 

Concern (PHEIC) on 30 January 2020, and a pandemic on 11 March 2020. Local transmission of the disease has been 

recorded in many countries across all six WHO regions. (Source: Wikipedia) 

 

As I sit at my desk composing this (March 27), the world economy has all but stopped. U.S. schools now happen at home, 

with teachers holding Zoom meetings over the internet; the same applies to some businesses who are able to do so. 

Sporting events are rapidly becoming a memory - the opening day of Baseball has even been called off. 

 

Nearly every aspect of our lives have been affected in some way over a bug that originated in China.  

 

While all of this is happening, the Church has shown resiliency. A local Church did a service where people drove up in 

their cars and sat to hear the Sunday Sermon, a clever way to off-set the mandatory “10 person limit.” Other Churches, 

including our own, have either switched to social media services or offer a pre-recorded audio message on their website. 

 

By the time you’re reading this, COVID-19 may have completely blown over; however, I don’t think that will be the case. 

 

So, what do we do in the meantime, until things return to “normal?”                                                                                    

 

Here are a few suggestions, if you haven’t thought of these ideas, or are doing them already: 

1.  Keep in touch with family and friends via telephone, face-time, or skype. The last resort is social media. People 

want to HEAR you. 

2.  Hold Church in your own home. Currently, the limit is 10 people, max. There is absolutely nothing wrong with    

holding a mini service or Bible study. The early church in Paul’s time met in homes. 

3.  Exercise kindness when you go out. Some people are worried sick about this whole event and are panicking, and 

quite frankly, aren’t thinking clearly. Give them a smile - and grace. 

4.  Remember Matthew 6:25-34! 

5.  Remember those who are in assisted living, or who are “shut-ins.” Loneliness, depression and even suicidal 

thoughts may be attacking them. Giving them a call, or even dropping them a note (like some of our children at 

Church are doing) can make a huge difference in a person’s life. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                               Continued….. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outbreak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_Health_Emergency_of_International_Concern
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_Health_Emergency_of_International_Concern
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pandemic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Local_transmission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WHO_regions

