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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
I recently came across a wonderful devotional from Jennifer Waddle that is definitely worth sharing!
“When your children ask in time to come, saying, ‘What do these stones mean to you?’ Then you shall answer
them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord; when it crossed over the
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. And these stones shall be for a memorial to the children of Israel
forever.” - Joshua 4:6-7
Leaving a legacy involves far more than handing down a monetary inheritance or passing on a good family name. For
those things will surely pass away and forever be forgotten.
A lasting legacy, one that continues for eternity, is set in stone. Written on our hearts, and the hearts of our loved ones,
belief in Jesus Christ as the Son of the Living God and Savior of the world is the legacy that lasts.
As our children grow up, they may not see faith as something precious and invaluable. Especially if they have been raised
in the church and surrounded by Christianity their whole lives, the value of a godly heritage may not be immediately
apparent to them. However, as they grow up, the hope is that they will remember the “stones” of faith we have gathered
for them, taught them, and lived as examples for them.
I think we can all ask ourselves the questions, “What are the foundations of my legacy? Are they superficial things of earth
or everlasting things of heaven?”
Just as the Israelites were instructed to carry stones from the middle of the Jordan, and set them up as a
memorial of God’s faithfulness, we too can gather “stones” that represent our legacy. Here are a few ideas:
Write a family mission statement together. Ask questions like, “What do we want to be known for? How can we live
our lives as a testimony of God’s faithfulness? What are the most important things to us? Frame your statement and hang
it in your home. Also, make copies for each of your children to take with them as they grow up.
Speak often about how God has worked in your own life. Consider having your personal testimony recorded for
future generations.
Keep a family Bible in your living room and encourage every family member to underline passages and write notes
in the margins. Discuss often, how God is speaking to each of you through His Word.
One day, when your grandchildren or great grandchildren come to you and ask, “What does faith mean to you?” Then, you
can answer, without hesitation, and tell them about all the beautiful and miraculous things God has done, is doing, and will
do.
Worth sharing! ~ Pastor Keith
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IN OUR PRAYERS IN FEBRUARY
Justin Williams, Logan Drabek, Rachelle Drabek, Roy Murphy, Tim
Worcester, Helen Ramold, Janice Holman, Lou Hauptman, Larry Blocker, the
Voelker family, the Zech family, Dakota Miller, NinaJean Rohlfs, Susan Rinne,
Matt Myers, Emmett Clark (Sandy Livingston’s grandson), Audrey Graves,
Larry Farris, Lisa Newburn, Andrew Krogmeier, Lia Bollinger, Brenda Walters,
Caleb Bescheinen, Dennis Shattow, Dorothy Jones, Arlen Jones, Jeanene
Pummel, Joan Schroeder, Sam Chaney (great niece of Cindy Kreifels), the
family and friends of Randy Vanderwahl, those affected by the flooding, and
all who struggle with chronic illness, including those reside in their homes and
long-term care facilities, and those affected by bullying, suicide, and
depression.
HOMEMADE BLESSINGS
Bethel UCC is offering a monthly meal delivery to our members. It is offered
on the second Thursday of every month. The menu for March is Irish stew,
Irish soda bread, and pistachio fluff salad. A sign-up sheet is available in the
back of the sanctuary for regular delivery drivers (or call the office or Michelle
Francis if you can help). If you would like a meal, or if you can help with the
cooking or clean-up, please let us know that as well.

Bethel Brotherhood will now be every
other month. The next meeting will be
Saturday, April 4th at The Downtowner
at 9 am.
MODD SQUAD

Stay tuned for the announcement of our
next get-together! It will be posted on
Facebook and in our weekly bulletin.

Darcy Carpenter with “Meals on Wheels”
is Looking for someone to deliver meals

every Wednesday. The meals are
Women’s Fellowship is having a pizza lunch
prepared and picked up at the hospital at
meeting on Tuesday, March 10th at Noon in
11:00 am and then takes about 45
Fellowship Hall.
minutes to deliver 7-10 meals. Please
All Bethel Women are invited!
contact Darcy Carpenter 816-223-2602 or
shsdarcy@windstream.net to make the
Just a reminder that we have blankets in the back of the sanctuary made by
Jean Wieckhorst that have been blessed for people who may need one.
If you know someone who is going through a hard time, please feel free to
take one.

Pastor Keith is starting a game night on the last
Friday of the month. Let's rummage through our
games and do our first Game Night on Friday, Feb.
28! We’re thinking 7pm, so everyone has a chance
to wind down from work, have a bite to eat, and
limber up for a good 'ol game of Twister! (We are SOOO kidding on that one).
Bring your favorite game; Monopoly, Chess, Cards, Risk, Checkers,
Parcheesi, whatever. No gambling, brawls, drunken disorderly conduct
allowed, however, "poking mild fun" at someone during a game is! Let's have
some fun on Friday, Feb. 28, 7pm! Outlaws, In-laws and friends welcome!

weekly commitment to serving our
community in a meaningful way.

Daylight Savings Time
begins on Sunday, March
8th. Don’t forget to “spring
forward” one hour!
Thank you to everyone
who brightened our
sanctuary with flowers,
and who sponsored
bulletins during the month
of February.
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Mark Francis 1st

Suzanne Briley 6th

Noah Hamilton 7th

Dan Hamilton 10th

Mary Redelfs 13th

Laurene Bando 19th

Carol Biere 22nd

Landon Ferguson 25th

Jan Pummel 21st

Laura Andersen Kilpatrick 27th

Arlin Rohlfs 31st

LOOKING AHEAD TO APRIL
Wed. 1st: Spiritual Council meeting 6:00 pm
Sat. 4th: Bethel Brotherhood 9 am at The Downtowner
Sun. 5th: Palm Sunday ~ Communion & Food Pantry, Confirmation
Thurs. 9th: Maundy Thursday ~ Seder dinner in Fellowship Hall with Rabbi
Richard 7 pm
Fri. 10th: Good Friday service at the Methodist Church

Jamie & Ashley Mayer
~ March 5, 2011 ~
Norman & Nancy Brown
~ March 5, 1983 ~
Dean & Sue Griepenstroh
~ March 17, 1978 ~
Chad & Danielle Barrett
~ March 21, 2008 ~

Sun. 12th: Easter (Sunrise Service time TBA)

Tues. 14th: Ministerial Association meeting 9 am

FOR ALL WEATHER RELATED
CANCELLATIONS AT BETHEL UCC,
Sun. 19th: Pastor Curtis filling in for Pastor Keith, Youth Fellowship
PLEASE CHECK OUR FACEBOOK
following worship
PAGE, B103’S WEBSITE/STATION, OR
CHECK THE CHURCH WEBSITE @
Mon. 20th: Board of Christian Ed. meeting 6pm, Church Council mtg. 7 pm
Sat. 25th: AA Banquet in Fellowship Hall

www.bethelucchurch.com.

Sun. 26th: Pastor Curtis filling in for Pastor Keith

Choir practice every Wednesday at 7pm
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Annual Meeting of Bethel Church
January 26, 2020

The annual meeting was called to order by President Mark Francis. The minutes of the December
meeting were read by Jason Holman. Margaret Brust made a motion to approve the minutes, which
was seconded by Connie Jensen. The motion passed.
There was no old business.
President Francis thanked the outgoing council members for their service. At this point, he turned
the meeting over to incoming President Dan Hamilton.
In new business, President Hamilton said that a donation had been made to replace 2 lights for the
pendulum lights in the front of the sanctuary. He then presented the plan for upgrading the sound
system. In order to pay for this project, he suggested fund raising, applying for a grant, and trying
not to use funds from the Capital Improvement fund. The project has 3 stages. The first and largest
stage would cost approximately $23,453 and possibly up to $26,000. The second stage, which
would involve add a video component would cost $20,000 to $21000. The 3 rd phase would be about

$1841. Moving the control booth upstairs to the balcony was not included in the 3 phases but
should be low cost.
After much discussion, Jan Sinner made a motion to table the project pending further information,
additional bids, and fund raising ideas. Roger Pieper seconded the motion. The motion passed.
Cindy Kreifels made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Norm Brown seconded the motion. The
meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Jane Kreifels, Secretary
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Bethel UCC
Church Council Meeting
January 13th, 2020
The January 13th, 2020 meeting of the Church Council was opened by President Mark Francis at
approximately 7PM. Those present included Vice President Dan Hamilton Secretary Jason Holman, Connie
Jensen, incoming members Jane Kreifels, Micheal Wiekhorst, and Roger Pieper. Also present were Pastor
Keith Valenzuela, Church Secretary Sara Bando, Financial Treasurer Sandy Reid, and Memorial Treasurer
Margaret Brust.
Pastor Keith opened the meeting with prayer.
Financial Report- Bills were discussed. Church is still in the red. Jason made a motion to pay the bills. Mike
second. Motion carried.
See Spiritual Council minutes for report.
See Board of Christian Ed meeting is January 20th and no minutes from December meeting.
Secretary report- Furnace checked December 18th. Found no heat on January 8th. Bohl”s contacted and
found a bad fuse. Fuse box needs to be checked by an electrician. Living nativity was discussed as well as
the Christmas Eve services. Finisher for the copier will be in on January 14th. Working on Annual reports.
Donation page still in the works. Annual meeting is January 26th.
Minutes were read. Dan Hamilton made a motion to accept the minutes, second by Mike. Motion carried.
Building and grounds- Lights for the front of the sanctuary are being purchased by a church member.
Old Business
 Snow removal- One bid from Lumberjack Co. No other parties contacted would return calls or are no
longer removing snow. Connie made a motion to have Lumberjack contracted for snow removal. Dan
second. Motion carried
 Security report- Jason advised that he has contacted parties for bids and has received a verbal bid of
between $5000 and $11000 depending on the number of cameras and types of cameras. Jason also
intends to contact members of the church for potential involvement in a security team. Discussion was
had regarding tying the security system in with the sound system proposal. It was decided to seek more
information and present the sound system as it is.
 Sound system- New members were advised of what the council had voted on regarding the
presentation of the sound system for possible funding to the congregation.
New Business
 Change of meeting date- Changed to 3rd Monday of the month at 7PM.


Elected Roger as Vice President and Jane as Secretary.



Furnace issue was discussed with Schneider electric being contacted to look at the fuse box.

With no other business a motion to adjourn was made by Jason. Seconded by Mike. Motion carried.
The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next meeting will be February 17th, 2019 at 7PM
Respectfully Submitted
Jason Holman
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Church Council Minutes February 17, 2020
The meeting was called to order by President Dan Hamilton. Present were Dan, Roger Pieper,
Pastor Keith, Jane Kreifels, Peg Johnson, Connie Jensen, Michael Wieckhorst, Memorial Sec.
Margaret Brust, Danielle Barrett, Jason Holman, and Sec. Sarah Bando. Pastor Keith opened with
a prayer.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read by Jason Holman. Jane made a motion to approve
the minutes. Michael seconded the motion. The motion was approved.
In old business, the meeting scheduled for Febr. 23 to pursue the replacement of the sound
system was postponed until the new committee had time to seek another bid. This committee
consists of Roger Pieper, John Brust, Connie Gieseking, and Curt Stukenholtz.
The council decided at the last meeting to come up with a list of projects which require repairs, or
replacement, etc. Some things mentioned were : leaks in the peak of the roof (which could possibly
be covered by the roof warranty), a pot hole near the carport and a beam which needs repair,
patching in the parking lot. The lights in the front of the sanctuary have been replaced with updated
light bulbs. The remaining lights will be replaced for a cost of $250/pair, to be paid for with
designated memorial funds. The financial report was discussed in the absence of Sandy Ried.
Michael made a motion to pay the bills. Jason seconded the motion. The motion was approved.

Pastor’s report: A family game night is planned with the first one on Febr. 28. Ash Wednesday is
Feb. 26. Gearhead Sunday is June 14 with a much larger group anticipated. The meal will be a
free will donation. A Father-Son Fun Run is planned for June 20 with a brunch or snacks provided
by the Women’s Fellowship. This will also be a free will donation.
Secretary’s report: Sara reported that Schneider Electric replaced an electrical box which had
caused the furnaces to malfunction. Schneider thought this should take care of the problem. A
company provided a free inspection of the stained glass windows and reported that the windows are
in pretty good shape. The new copy machine has been less than satisfactory and will be replaced in

the next few weeks by the company, because it does not meet expectations. This is at no additional
cost. There will be a baptism coming up and a wedding is scheduled for October.
Mike reported that $700 was made on the chicken dinner.
The next meeting will be March 16 at 6pm so that the council can tour the buildings and grounds to
establish a list of things that need repairs etc. Jason made a motion to adjourn. Roger seconded
the motion. The motion was approved and the meeting was adjourned. We ended with the Lord’s
Prayer.
Jane Kreifels, Secretary
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Spiritual Council Meeting Minutes 2/5/2020
The Spiritual Council of Bethel UCC met in Pastor’s Office on February 5, 2020 at 6 pm. Present
include Stephen Luther, Dean Griepenstroh, Curt Stukenholtz, Jenifer Tietz, Nancy Brown and
Pastor
Pastor informed us that he will be gone April 19 and 26 as he will be in Kearney. Pastor Curtis or
Rabbi Richard will fill in. Ash Wednesday is February 26th @ 7 pm. The Confirmands will meet with
us March 4th for an evaluation of their readiness for Confirmation Sunday April 5 th. April 12th is
Easter. The Confirmation group will complete a community project on May 2 nd.. A fun day for the
kids has been planned for May 16th. Totenfest is May 24th. This month, one funeral was performed
by Pastor, our church was used for another. No Weddings, Baptisms, nor New Members are
planned. Pastor would like 2 copies of the service CD placed on his desk or chair, note will be
placed in the closet.
Old Business: The Chicken Dinner seemed to go well, numbers on attendance and money collected
is not known at this time. Rabbi Bristol’s Bible Study is well attended, average attendance is 9 per
week. The program is being recorded and CDs will be burned for a love offering. Approval has
been obtained by the Lied Lodge and the City for a Fun Run on June 20 th. Starting at the church,
around the parks and back to the church. The registration fee will include breakfast, lunch and a t-

shirt.
New Business: Discussion from the Congregational Meeting regarding the sound system. A 3 rd
estimate for the sound system has been asked for by April 1st. A committee is being formed to
serve the church in evaluating the information for a new sound system. Stephen asked for a
volunteer from our committee to serve on the sound system committee, Curt volunteered.
Discussion was held about having an open forum of the congregation to get input on direction of
where they would like to see the church go and get some volunteers to help us meet those goals.
Discussion was held on how we can affect the community member’s lives through our ministry.
Activities coming up: Ash Wednesday February 26th at 7pm, Bethel Brotherhood April 4 th,
Homemade Blessings March 12th, MODD squad meeting date to be determined. They are planning
a CPR day and are looking into opening it up to community members.
Motion to close the meeting made by Dean and seconded by Curt. Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Brown, Secretary
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The Board of Christian Education met Monday February 17th. Present were Danielle Barrett, Sandy Livingston,
Brenda Wieckhorst, and Pastor Keith. Our meeting opened with a prayer by Pastor Keith.
Planning for our upcoming events were discussed and will plan in more detail at our next meeting.
The date for Vacation Bible School was discussed and was decided that we needed more possible dates to
choose from that the congregation can vote on in hope to get more people willing to help since it is our year to
host.
The meeting was closed with the Lord's Prayer.
Our next meeting will be Monday March 16th at 6 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Danielle Barrett, President

Mark Francis and Ashley Looper are the parents of a baby boy! Ryker Steven Francis was born
Monday, Feb. 17th at 11:07 am weighing 6lbs 7oz and 19.5in long. Grandparents are Dale and
Michelle Francis, and Great Grandma is Jean Wieckhorst. Proud big sister is Kennedy.
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SCHEDULED TO SERVE MARCH 2020
LAY LEADERS
March 1
Burt Weible

March 8
Norm Brown

March 15
Kassi Holman

March 22
Christian Tietz

March 29
Madisen Tietz

GREETERS
March 1
Connie Jensen

March 8
John & Margaret B.

March 15
Brown Family

March 22
Need Volunteer

March 29
Dean & Carol B.

March 8
Norm & Nancy B.
Burt & Cindy W.

March 15—March 22
Larry & Tracy Wieckhorst
Mark F., Katie C.

USHERS
March 1
Spiritual Council

SOUND SYSTEM
March 1—March 8
Norm Brown

March 29
Dennis & Carol Marshall
John & Margaret Brust
COOKIE FELOWSHP

March 15—March 22
Burt Weible

March 29
Nick Brown

Lynn W. & Sandy R.
FLOWERS ~ Connie Jensen

ACOLYTES
March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29
Brianna & Makenzie
Blake & Brooke
Lili & Lexi
Keston & Madisen
Landon & Addison
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Bethel United Church of Christ
2400 Central Avenue
Nebraska City, NE 68410
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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