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THE BETHEL BEACON ~ MARCH 2019 
Church Telephone #:  (402) 873-6218  

Email: betheluccurch1887@gmail.com    

     Website:  www.bethelucchurch.com 

              Find us on  

BETHEL UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST                          

2400 CENTRAL AVE.          
NEBRASKA CITY, NE 

68410 

Keith A. Valenzuela, Pastor 

pkvalenz@gmail.com 

 

Sunday School @ 9 am   
Worship time @ 10:00 am 

 

     A MESSAGE FROM  

     THE PASTOR 

 

 

 

    “What’s Your Next Move?” 

“Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known.” 

– Jeremiah 33:3 

I have been an avid Chess player since the tender age of 10. Taught by my math teacher, the game 

has always entertained me – and challenged me in my own personal life. 

The game is played with a total of 16 pieces on 64 squares, and it can get very complicated,         

positionally and strategically.  There have been times when I have been playing an opponent and 

have spent a lot of time trying to figure out what the “best move” would be to get me out of the pickle 

I’ve wriggled myself into. 

I have (eventually) learned not to get my emotions involved, and if I sit back and look EVERYTHING 

over, it all suddenly pops out – the best move…. kind of like someone flipping on a light switch 

where you go, “Ah Ha!” 

Our lives can sometimes be likened to a Chess game: pressure on all sides, being “pinned down” in 

a situation that seems hopeless, struggling to determine what would be the best move to break free, 

etc... 

Our lives, however, are way more important than any board game! The Lord states in Jeremiah 33:3 

to call to him; call to him and he will answer. Even better, he will tell us great and hidden things that 

we have not known……. There’s that light switch coming on! Can I get an “Ah Ha!”? 

Let me encourage you to not get emotionally involved when you’re about to make a decision; rather, 

call to the Lord and let his Holy Spirit answer you and reveal something that may have been hidden 

from you. Your next move is always the BEST move when you are seeking and being led by our 

Lord. 

Pastor Keith 
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Daylight Savings Time begins 

on Sunday, March 10th.  

Don’t forget to “spring             

forward” one hour! 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Fellowship is having a pizza 

lunch meeting on Tuesday, March 12th at 

Noon in Fellowship Hall.                           

All Bethel Women are invited! 

 

 

Mother-Daughter Banquet 

Our Women’s Fellowship will be hosting a 

banquet for Mothers & Daughters on    

Saturday, April 13, 2019 at Noon in       

Fellowship Hall.   You do not have to have 

a daughter in order to attend, but feel free 

to “borrow” one and bring a friend if you 

like.  More details will be announced later 

in March, and will be published in the April 

Beacon.   

 

IN OUR PRAYERS IN DECEMBER/JANUARY 

  Justin Williams, Logan Drabek, Mason Wieckhorst, Rachelle Drabek, 

Don Grundman, Roy Murphy, Tim Worcester, Helen Ramold, Janice 

Holman, Tanya Chapin and Tom Thaemlitz and Adrian, Phyllis Buss, 

Helen Long, Lou Hauptman, Larry Blocker, the Voelker family, the Zech 

family, the family and friends of Lily Hower, Carol Biere, Dakota Miller, 

the family and friends of Jacob Jensen, KT Bescheinen, the family and 

friends of Edward “Ed” Jones (Bonnie Wurtele & Connie Jensen’s broth-

er), Harold Huss, the family and friends of Dennis Meyer, Carl Baker 

(Cindy Kreifel’s father), and all who struggle with chronic illness,         

including those reside in their homes and long-term care facilities, and 

those affected by bullying, suicide, and depression. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COME BE A PART OF THE MODD SQUAD 

Mothers, you work hard for the Lord, your family, employer, and everyone 

else who is dear to you! 

Put aside your responsibilities for just a brief moment and hang with the 

MODD Squad (Mother’s Off Duty Day). 

This is a non-committee, informal event where pajamas are welcome            

(In a non-public setting!) 

Movies, coffee, chit -chat, bible study, who knows what can happen with the 

MODD Squad? 

Their first meeting is April 20th, 1 pm at Bethel! 

Note from First Christian Church 
 

Nebraska City First Christian is opening its fellowship space to Senior 

Citizens on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 11am-2pm.  We have 

heard that there are not places for our community Senior Citizens to 

gather and we want to try to accommodate.                                                                              

Please direct any questions to 402-209-2817 

 

Thank you to everyone 
who brightened our  

sanctuary with flowers, 
and who sponsored    
bulletins during the 

months of January & 
February. 

DD 
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Jamie & Ashley Mayer 

~ March 5, 2011 ~ 

 

Norman & Nancy Brown 

~ March 5, 1983 ~ 

 

Dean & Sue Griepenstroh 

~ March 17, 1978 ~ 

 

Chad & Danielle Barrett 

~ March 21, 2008 ~ 

 

LOOKING AHEAD TO APRIL 

 

Wed. 3rd:  Spiritual Council meeting 6:00pm 

Sun. 7th:  Communion/Food Pantry 

Sat. 13th:  Women’s Fellowship Mother-Daughter Banquet 
        at Noon in Fellowship Hall 
 
Sun. 14th:  Living Last Supper program at Bethel 5 pm 

Mon. 15th:  Board of Christian Ed. meeting 6pm, Church 
          Council meeting 7pm  
 
Thurs. 18th:  Maundy Thursday 7pm service at Bethel 
 
Fri. 19th:  Good Friday service at 1st Presbyterian Church 
        at Noon (Pastor Keith preaching) 
 
Sun. 21st:  Easter Sunrise service at 6:30 am, Regular       
            worship at 10am, No Youth Fellowship 
 
Sat. 27th:  AA Banquet in Fellowship Hall 

 *Sr. Choir practice every Wednesday at 7 pm 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mark Francis 1st          Suzanne Briley 6th         Noah Hamilton 7th                                     

 Dan Hamilton 10th              Mary Redelfs 13th         Laurene Bando 19th                                   

 Jessica Ferguson 21st          Jan Pummel 21st            Carol Biere 22nd                                 

 Georgia Teten 23rd          Landon Ferguson 25th    Laura Andersen Kilpatrick 

                                     Arlin Rohlfs 31st                                          27th  
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BETHEL UCC COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

 

Pastor Keith was asked by EDGE of Nebraska City to come to Hayward Elementary on       

Friday, February 15th to speak about motorcycle safety (in his spare time, Keith is also a 

motorcycle safety instructor).  The students were reading “The Mouse and the Motorcycle” 

by Beverly Cleary.  Pastor Keith was all too happy to be able to talk about motorcycles for a 

   couple hours.  He and the kids had a great time!  

 

              Dan Hamilton’s class   
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The Bethel United Church Council meeting met in regular session Monday night, January 14, 2019 in Duensing Chapel. In               

attendance were President Chip Johnson, Vice President Mark Francis, Secretary Norman Brown, Lynn Wurtele, Susie Briley,      

Connie Jensen, Dan Hamilton and Jason Holman. Also in attendance were Jen Hamilton from the Board of Christian Ed, Memorial 

Treasurer Margaret Brust, Church Secretary Sarah Bando and Pastor Keith Valenzuela. 

 

President Chip Johnson called the meeting to order. Pastor Keith gave the opening prayer and Secretary Norman Brown read the 

minutes from the December 10, 2018 Church Council meeting. The minutes were approved as read. 

 

Margaret Brust said that she has received a bid on the car port doors to install new doors and install the stained glass windows. Also 

has a bid from A - 1 Locksmith Key Lock System for the north door and the Fellowship Hall door. Connie Jensen made a motion and 

Dan Hamilton seconded to use memorials for the doors and the key lock system. The motion carried. 

 

Mark Francis read a letter from John Voelker the attorney representing John and Jane Vock. Mr. Voelker is requesting that the      

memorial for Brian Vock be transferred to The Nebraska City Community Foundation to the Baseball Program. The Council discussed 

the request and took no action on the matter. 

 

Pastor Keith gave his report. He will be visiting with the members of Bethel Church at the Ambassador and Morton House weekly.  

Pastor asked about security issues at the church in case of an active shooter. The Council will discuss the security issues at the    

February meeting. Pastor will look into updating the audio system. Pastor would like to host a Car and Bike Show in June in the 

church parking lot. Pastor Keith will be taking time off in June 21 - 23 and July 13 and 14. 

 

Sarah Bando gave the Secretary report. A wedding was at the Church December 15. Christmas Eve Service and advertising for The 

Live Nativity. Annual Reports were due in the office. Installations for Pastor Keith and the Newly Elected Officers will be Sunday    

January 20. The Annual Meeting is Sunday January 27 with a Potluck Dinner to follow. Time and Talents are due January 27. Life 

Line Screening will be Friday February 15 in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Jen Hamilton gave the Board of Christian Ed Report. The Board will meet on the Second Monday of the Month at 6PM. Jen Hamilton 

is President, Dani Barrett is Vice President, Sarah Bando Secretary and Acolytes, and Nick Brown Sunday School Superintendent. 

Discussed an Adult Bible Study and Men's Bible Study more Youth Fellowship Meetings. Also  discussed a Prayer Room and          

recognizing attendance for High School Class and Confirmation. 

 

Jen Hamilton also gave the Live Nativity Report. 5 Boxes of food was delivered to the Food Pantry and cash donations of $730. They 

purchased new rope lights and a FM Transmitter. 

 

Under New Business Mark Francis took over as President and thanked Chip Johnson for serving as President. Dan Hamilton was 

elected as Vice President and Jason Holman as Secretary. 

 

Sandy Ried Financial Treasurer gave the Financial Report. The Church ended 2018 in the Black $4,275.81 The Liability Insurance 

was paid $6,800. Norman Brown made a motion to pay the bills second by Dan Hamilton the motion carried. 

 

Church Council members Lynn Wurtele, Susie Briley, Andrew Stukenholtz will do a inspection of the church and Council Members 

Dan Hamilton, Jason Holman and Connie Jensen will inspect the parsonage. 

 

There being no further business Jason Holman made a motion and Susie Briley second to adjourn. The meeting closed with the     

reciting of the Lord's Prayer.  The next Bethel UCC Church Council Meeting will be at 7pm Monday, February 11 in Duensing Chapel. 

Respectfully Submitted, Norm Brown 

CHURCH COUNCIL   
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Spiritual Council Meeting Minutes 

The Spiritual Council of Bethel Church met on January 15, 2019 in Duensing Chapel.  Present were Neil Niebruegge,  

Stephen Luther, Dean Griepenstroh, Michelle Francis, Sarah Bando, Burt Weible, Paula Ramold and Pastor Keith     

Valenzuela.  The meeting was called to order with a prayer from Pastor.   

Officers for 2019 were elected:  President Michelle Francis, Vice President Stephen Luther, 1st communion Steward Neal 

Niebruegge, 2nd communion Steward  Dean Griepenstroh, and Secretary Nancy Brown. 

Supply of elements is adequate at this time, discussion on number of grape juice glasses available on Sundays, decided 

we are ok at this time.  Will continue to monitor. 

Christmas decorations will be taken down Wednesday the 17th after choir practice. 

Council meetings will be held on the first Wednesday of the month at 6pm.  Next meeting will be February 6 th. 

Pastor will be gone March 4th through the 19th.  Rev Curtis Reiger will be covering those Sundays. 

Food Pantry was addressed.  The first Sunday of the month will continue to be Food Pantry Sunday but items will be       

collected all month long.  They will be delivered after the first Sunday. 

The Last Supper presentation from Harlan, Iowa is planned for April 14th at 5pm.  Lenny Tietz will continue to be our     

contact person.   

Pastor’s Report:  Has set up a communion schedule for members in the nursing facilities.  On the first Sunday of each 

month: Nebraska City Care and Rehab at 2pm, Morton House at 3pm, Ambassador at 4pm and Good Samaritan in       

Syracuse at 5pm.  A portable communion set will be available for Pastor to deliver the elements. Quilted blanket’s made 

by Jean Wieckhorst will be delivered to members in assisted living.  Pastor reported he went caroling with the choir and it 

was FUN!! Visited church members in nursing facilities and set up a marriage counseling class. 

In January, a Pastors “Mid-Week Message” will be offered to members through the email inbox.  This audio message will 

be delivered each Wednesday.  Contact the office if interested.  Discussion on the sound system was carried out.  Pastor 

has contacted Electronic Sound in Lincoln to get an estimate on a new system.  Pastor has also started research into a 

stairway chair system for the main stairway of the church.  Planning on discussing the security options for the church with 

Chief David Lacey. 

Planning ahead, Bethels 1st Annual Gearhead Sunday is an event he would like to host June 9th.  This would be open to 

anyone with vintage, classic or antique vehicle or motorcycle to put on display in the parking lot.   A free will donation pot 

luck is planned with the profits going to the Youth Fellowship.  Shirts are being planned with the profits going to the cost of 

the shirts and to the Youth Fellowship.  The goal is all the planning be done by end of April.  Pastor is planning on a 

monthly Men’s and Women’s fellowship and Bible study, goal is to start in April/May.  Looking into Confirmation and the 

curriculum associated with it, to be ready to go by the second week in September.  He is leaning towards a one-year     

program that will also cover Bethel’s history. He continues to work on the dynamics of a “Prayer Room” and the logistics 

and how this will look. 

Pastor will be delivering the message at the Community Service on Good Friday April 19th.   

Motion made to close the meeting by Neal and seconded by Stephen.  Closed by the Lords Prayer.     

Submitted by Nancy Brown Secretary. 
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A Note from Our Spiritual Council President…. 

 

Spiritual Council discussed the response to Bethel’s time and talent sheets. Thank you to 

everyone who has turned theirs in, many have not been. It is our responsibility to provide 

the workers to fill the duties; Ushering, Greeting, Lay reading, Sound, Coffee fellowship, 

Acolyte, etc. to produce a functioning service. This is where our Directory comes in. Don’t 

assume Sarah knows what your intensions are. Please, everyone needs to turn a time and 

talent sheet in every year. If  you need a new sheet they are available on the ushers table 

or from the office! 

Churches are like families…… As Christians we are called to serve, just as a family takes 

every member to pitch in.  No church can function without members giving their time.  

Pastor Keith wants to get everyone involved because as he said, “we are one big family and 

a family loves & supports each other.” 

It has been brought up to use the directory, from the membership, to create a list and       

rotate through it to fill the duties of  our worship services. 

Here are 5 Christian Expectations found on the internet: 

I Will Worship 

I Will Mature  (grow Spiritually) 

I Will Serve    

I Will Give 

I Will Pray 

Thank you in advance for embracing this.  We are looking forward to a fantastic year.  

Here is a great verse to pray over:     

Matthew 9: 37-38: 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of  

the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest,”  

We need to pray for our Workers……….Spread the Word   

  

Thank You, 

Michelle Francis, Spiritual Council President 
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JANUARY 2019 

 

The Board of Christian Education met on Monday, January 14th.  Present were President Jen Hamilton, 
Vice President Danielle Barrett, Secretary Sarah Bando, Sunday School Superintendent Nick Brown, 
and Pastor Keith.  Our meeting opened with a prayer by Pastor Keith. 

 

It was decided to keep our meetings on the second Monday of the month at 6 pm. 

Positions for this year we assigned and are as follows:  President~Jen Hamilton, Vice President~Danielle 
Barrett, Secretary & Acolyte Schedule~Sarah Bando, Super Intendent~Nick Brown, and Cradle 
Roll~Julie Wurtele. 

 

Pastor Keith spoke to us about his desire to eventually have a “prayer room”, and that he will be starting 
up a men’s group some time in April.  He also noted that his wife, Denise, will be starting up a women’s 
group as well around the same time frame. 

 

It was brought to the board that the Confirmands and High School students should still be included in the 
quarterly awards.  The board took it into consideration and decided to include them again as it is nice to 
be at least recognized for your hard work no matter what age you are.   

 

Our section of the By-Laws were reviewed.  Youth Fellowship was discussed with Nick to get his          
perspective as to how often they would like to meet, different things to do, ect…   

 

The meeting closed with The Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Our next meeting will be Monday, February 11th at 6 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Bando, Secretary 
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FEBRUARY 2019 

 

The Board of Christian Education met on Thursday, February 21st (meeting on the 11th was postponed 

due to illness).  Present were President Jen Hamilton, Vice President Danielle Barrett, Secretary Sarah 

Bando, and Pastor Keith.  Our meeting opened with a prayer by Pastor Keith. 

 

Third quarter awards will be March 10th.   

Palm Sunday is April 14th.  Sarah will order the palm branches.  

Easter Sunrise Service will be at 6:30 am on April 21st at the fire pit.  There will be a free will offering 

breakfast following in Fellowship Hall.  During Sunday school, donuts and juice will be provided for the 

kids as well as Easter activities.  Weather permitting we hope to be outside! 

 

Senior Breakfast and Recognition will be Sunday, May 5th.  Our graduating seniors are Jason 

Stukenhotz and Christoph Gleich.  Invitations will be sent to them, their families, and confirmation      

mentors.  Food for the breakfast was discussed.  May 5th is also Baccalaureate which will be held here 

again at Bethel. 

 

The last day of Sunday school  is May 19th.  That day will also include 4th quarter attendance awards, 

teacher recognition during worship, and our all church picnic at Arbor Lodge.  More details to come on 

the picnic next month. 

 

Our meeting ended with The Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Our next meeting will be Monday, March 11th at 6 pm at the Parsonage. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Bando, Secretary 
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Bethel United Church of Christ                

2400 Central Avenue 

Nebraska City, NE  68410 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

SCHEDULED TO SERVE MARCH 2019  

 

LAY LEADERS:   March 3  March 10  March 17          March 24 & March 31 
   Nick Brown Jen Tietz Mason Hamilton Sarah Bando   

 

GREETERS:    March 3  March 10            March 17      March 24        March 31
     Bonnie Wurtele BJ & Sandy Ried Brown Family     Jim Herzog        Need 
                    Volunteer 
 
USHERS:    March 3—March 10            March 17—March 24   March 31 
   Spiritual Council  Dan & Jen Hamilton,    Dennis & Carol M. 
       Katie Chapin & need volunteer  Lenny & Jen Tietz 
 

SOUND:    March 3—March 10            March 17—March 24  March 31 
   Norm Brown   Burt Weible   Nick Brown 
     

ACOLYTES:    March 3  March 10       March 17       March 24  March 31 
    Brianna  Madisen      Blake       Mason W.  Landon 
       Makenzie  Lily       Chloe       Keston   Addison 
 
                                       Connie Jensen       Jane & Cindy 


