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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Here we are, in the throes of summer: there is so much to be done!
Gardening, home projects, taking the kids to the various events, working the field and farming in general...the list
goes on and on.
After summer, teachers and students will head back to the classrooms and the hum of business and whatever that fills
our lives will continue to drone on. We get so busy with stuff, is it any wonder why the days, months and years fly by? We
get so wrapped up in everything that I think we sometimes lose track of time.
I remember a song by Harry Chapin called “Cat’s in the Cradle.” It’s about a man who has a son who is growing up. The
little tyke wants to spend time with his dad, only to be told by the busy parent that he simply doesn’t have the time. It
continues through the child’s life, and the boy, disappointed, but optimistic says, “I’m gonna be like you, dad!”

Sure enough, years later, the dad calls his son to see if they can visit. The son tells his father that the new job is a
hassle and the kids are down with the flu. He then tells his father that’s it’s been nice talking to him. It isn’t until then that
the dad realizes that his boy had turned out to be just like him.
James 4:14 says that our life is like a vapor; it is fleeting, then gone.
As you go through the various seasons of the year, and the subsequent years, be mindful to take the time to slow down
and savor the moments with family or friends. Take a mental snapshot of the experience and relish it. If you’re faced with
the dilemma about either completing a task or a specific assignment or spending time with a loved one, or making a
quick call to someone, make the choice to spend time with that person. 9 times out of 10, that pressing matter can wait.
It’s called balance; sometimes our scales get out of whack and favor the “work” side of things.
Forge the relationship. Spend time with (Insert that person’s name here). Make the effort to take time for YOURSELF.
Treat it like an appointment; because IT IS. Blot the time out on your calendar. Our Lord broke away from the crowds to
get some rest. Take the time to recharge, or spend time with that someone in your life.
Who knows? You might actually become more productive in your daily obligations if you do!
Pastor Keith
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IN OUR PRAYERS IN MAY & JUNE

S’MORES WEDNESDAYS

Justin Williams, Logan Drabek, Mason Wieckhorst, Rachelle Drabek, Don
We love to fellowship at church!
Grundman, Roy Murphy, Tim Worcester, Helen Ramold, Janice Holman,
Want S'more? Our last two
Tanya Chapin and Tom Thaemlitz and Adrian, Helen Long, Lou Hauptman, S'more's Wednesdays will be July
17th and 31st at 8 pm at the fire
Larry Blocker, the Voelker family, the Zech family, Dakota Miller, KT Bespit! It's a casual get-together.
cheinen, Joyce Baldwin, NinaJean Rohlfs, Delores Schreiner, the family and
friends of Richard Herzog, Allan Barrett, Jerry Barrett, Susan Rinne, those Bring your own marshmallows, hot
dogs, drinks, etc., and a
affected by the flooding, and all who struggle with chronic illness, including
chair. Hope to see you there!
those reside in their homes and long-term care facilities, and those affected
by bullying, suicide, and depression.

COME BE A PART OF THE MODD SQUAD!
Mothers, you work hard for the Lord, your family, employer, and everyone
else who is dear to you!
Put aside your responsibilities for just a brief moment and hang with the
MODD Squad (Mother’s Off Duty Day).
This is a non-committee, informal event where pajamas are welcome
(In a non-public setting!)
Movies, coffee, chit-chat, bible study, who knows what can happen with the
MODD Squad?

Pastor Keith will spend "14
minutes in God's word" each
Wednesday from May 29 through
August 28 from 12:30 pm to
12:44 pm at the Morton James
Public Library. No preaching, just
reading from the Bible. Everyone
is welcome to attend ~ bring a
friend!

Our next get-together is Saturday, July 13th in Fellowship Hall for the movie,
“Mom’s Night Out” at 1pm!

"Bethel Brotherhood" is a men's fellowship that will meet on the first Saturday
of each month. It's for ALL men! Single, married, gear heads, farmers,
retired.....Meet at the church at 9 am for an impromptu free will breakfast,
chit-chat, bible study, devotion, however the sprit leads.

“It takes All kinds of People to make the world go ‘round” said by Francine
Francis a free spirit!!! Thank GOD he didn’t make everyone the same. If we
all procrastinated, nothing would get done & If we all were the go getters,
there would be no calm. Some of us are keepers and some are throwers. So
you can see to be well rounded it takes ALL of us! ~ Michelle Francis

Thank you to everyone
who brightened our
sanctuary with flowers,
and who sponsored
bulletins during the
months of May & June. 2

BEST WISHES TO THOSE CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAYS IN:

JULY
Kork Wurtele 4th

Gray Carpenter 6th

Christine Parkyn 9th

Taylor Funk 9th

Brenda Rayhel 10th

John Brust 11th

Pam Malzer 13th

Paula Ramold 13th

Jerry Gieseking 16th

Dean Griepenstroh 16th

James Herzog 17th

Helen Ramold 18th

Jordan Kreifels 18th

Aaron Kreifels 18th

Margaret Brust 18th

Lilian Graham 21st

AUGUST
Jean Wieckhorst 2nd

Lillian Sinner 4th

Anna Marie Stukenholtz 5th

Addison Ferguson 6th

Julie Marshall 8th

Larry Wieckhorst 9th

Nick Andersen 16th

Helen Wurtele 17th

John Wurtele 19th

Brianna Johnson 21st

Kathy Clymens 29th

Connie Gieseking 29th

Mira Hartman 29th

Teri Stukenholtz 30th

LOOKING AHEAD TO SEPTEMBER
Sun. 1st: Communion/Food pantry, Labor Day Brunch

Mon. 2nd: Labor Day ~ Office closed
Wed. 4th: Spiritual Council 6pm
Sun. 8th: Rally Sunday and presentation of 3rd grade Bibles
Mon. 9th: Board of Christian Education meeting 6 pm,
Church Council meeting 7 pm
Tues. 10th: Women’s Fellowship @ Noon (brown bag lunch
and election of officers)
Sun. 15th: 1st day of Sunday school & Confirmation,
Youth Fellowship following worship
Tues. 17th: Ministerial Association meeting 9 am
Fri. 20th—Sun. 22nd: Applejack Weekend/ Quilt show at Bethel
(Acolyte training TBA)
*Sr. Choir practice every Wednesday at 7 pm

JULY
BJ & Sandy Ried ~ July 4, 1986
Dale & Lynn Wurtele ~ July 15th
Dean & Carol Biere ~ July 23, 1961
Jason & Kassi Holman ~ July 25, 1998
Lonnie & Sara Horstmann ~ July 25, 1992

AUGUST
Dalyce & Kristy Sudman ~ Aug. 8, 2008
Howard & Marilyn Ach ~ Aug. 26, 2006
Kork & Helen Wurtele ~ Aug. 29, 1948
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Celebrating #JAM2019
by Nicole Havelka

What a celebration we had at our first-ever Joint Annual Meeting of the Iowa, Nebraska, and South Dakota Conferences
UCC! More than 250 participants (IA – 75; NE – 89; SD – 63) had tremendous opportunities for connection, collaboration
and creativity — building relationships across conferences as well as time to conduct business meetings separately.
We heard inspiring preaching from the Rev. Dr. Chris Davies, team leader of the UCC’s Faith INFO Team, and the Rev.
Brigit Stevens, executive conference minister of the Iowa, Nebraska and South Dakota Conferences UCC. We worshipped
amidst the backdrop of the inspiring new sanctuary of Countryside Community Church UCC, a part of the Tri-Faith
Initiative. We had time to connect around the topics meaningful to those gathered during our open space time. We
conducted business as separate conferences. We gathered for storytelling during our Saturday banquet. During our
closing worship, we celebrated the installation and new ministries of our four associate conference ministers: The Revs.
Ellis Arnold, Darrell Goodwin, Samantha Houser and Jonna Jensen. We poured out our gifts through our offering of
$3,085.60 for disaster relief to be split between three conference disaster ministry funds (IA – $1,697.08, NE – $833.11,
SD – $555.41; the split is based on the percentage of church membership in each conference as recorded in annual
yearbook data.)
Thank you to so many who made this event a success — especially the hard-working and gracious staff and volunteers
with our three conferences and our hosts Countryside Community Church UCC! Thank you to our many vendors who
supported the event financially. It truly takes a village to host a Joint Annual Meeting.
If you missed our gathering, or want to relive the joy of it, you can find photos and videos on our Facebook pages
including, but not limited to:

Keynote address and preaching from the Rev. Dr. Chris Davies
 Slideshow from the Honorees Luncheon
Tri-Conference Celebration with the Rev. Brigit Stevens
Storytelling (Part 1 and Part 2) hosted by the Rev. Lindsey Braun
Preaching and Storytelling from the Rev. Brigit Stevens
Installation of Associate Conference Ministers
You may also read business meeting documents from each of the three annual meetings
Check out our Photo Album that captures the event!
We experienced so much laughter and shed a few tears with friends old and new! Next year promises to have all the feels
and all the excitement of this past weekend. Save the dates for our 2020 annual meetings:
Iowa Annual Meeting: June 19-21, 2020, Location TBD
Nebraska Annual Meeting: June 12-14, 2020, Grand Island, NE
South Dakota Annual Meeting including 100th Anniversary Celebration of Placerville Camp: June 5-7, 2020, Placerville
Camp, Rapid City, SD
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WOMEN’S
FELLOWSHIP

Bethel UCC Women’s Fellowship met on Tuesday, June 11, 2019 for their Birthday meeting in
the fellowship hall,
Pastor Keith opened with a prayer.
President Connie Jensen welcomed visitor, Tami Marchand.
The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.
Jane Kreifels gave the treasurer’s report. The Mother/Daughter luncheon made $484. The ending
balance is $2065.06.
President Jensen read the correspondence. A thank you note from the Nannen Family for Gene’s
funeral luncheon was read and also a thank you note for the donation sent to the Emmaus Home.
Committee reports: Spiritual life: President Jensen sent Sympathy, Thinking of You and Get Well
Cards to church members. Visitation: Pastor Keith visits weekly. Altar Flowers: Arrangements were
given by the Nannen Family and the Wilhelm Family Kitchens: Thank you to Michelle Francis,
Connie Jensen and Bonnie Wurtele for organizing and cleaning the drawers. The towel drawer
towels all need to be washed.
Old Business: We are still trying to locate a quilt cabinet. Maggie Brust will check on one that
Connie Jensen has at her house. The Mother /Daughter Luncheon with the wedding gown display
was a success. It was enjoyed by all those who attended.
New Business: A new dishwasher is needed in the big kitchen. Church Council has sent out letters
to all members asking for donations.
It was decided to have an Apple Jack concession stand. Jane Kreifels will head it up. Bethel Brats
( bacon wrapped hotdogs), nachos, hotdogs, Sloppy Joes will be offered. Also water and pop. Trail
mix, cookies, bars will be pre-packaged and sold for $1.00. Michelle Francis offered to make the
menu signs.
The meeting closed with an offering taken for the Hoyleton Children’s Home. The next
meeting will be Tuesday, September 10, 2019 at 11:30.
Respectfully submitted, Mary Redelfs,
Secretary pro tem
President Jensen served birthday cake and ice cream to everyone in coffee mugs she had
decorated.
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Bethel UCC
Church Council Meeting
May 13th, 2019
The May 13th, 2019 meeting of the Church Council was opened by President Mark Francis at approximately 7PM. Those
present included Secretary Jason Holman, Suzy Briley, Lynn Wurtele, Connie Jensen, Pastor Keith Valenzuela, Church
Secretary Sara Bando, Sandy Reid, Memorial Treasurer Margaret Brust, and Michelle Francis from the Spiritual Council.
Pastor Keith opened the meeting with prayer. Minutes of the previous Meeting were read. Lynn Wurtele made a motion to
accept the amended minutes, seconded by Suzy Briley. Motion carried.
Mike and Mary Redelfs briefly discussed the Heartland Conference meeting advising they are trying to combine South
Dakota and Nebraska Conferences. They say that they believe a lot of transition is occurring in the conference.
Financial Report- Sandy Reid presented the financial report. Jason Holman made a motion to pay the bills, seconded by
Lynn Wurtele. Motion carried.
Margaret Brust gave the Memorial Report advising that the door for the carport entrance is ordered and in process of
being completed. Stair lift is installed.
See Spiritual Council minutes for report.
No Board of Christian Ed report.
Pastor Keith’s report included discussion about the lapel mics advising that no mics were purchased.

Building and grounds- More discussion was held regarding the light fixtures.
Old Business
 Security report tabled to next meeting


Nominating committee is still looking for a congregational volunteer.



Stair lift is installed and working properly.



Audio and video system. Discussion was tabled to next month

New Business
 Members walked the church and parsonage grounds and looked for up keep that was needed.
 Discussion regarding allowing someone affected by the flood to stay in the parsonage. Members affected will be
contacted to see if there is a need
With no other business a motion to adjourn was made by Connie Jensen. Seconded by Lynn. Motion carried.
The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer
Next meeting will be June 10th, 2019 at 7PM
Respectfully Submitted,
Jason Holman
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Bethel UCC
Church Council Meeting
Monday, June 10, 2019
The June 10th, 2019 meeting of the Church Council was called to order by President Mark Francis at 7:05 p.m. Those
present included: Lynn Wurtele, Connie Jensen, Andrew Stukenholtz, Pastor Keith Valenzuela, Church Secretary Sarah
Bando, Church Treasurer Sandy Ried, Memorial Treasurer Margaret Brush, and Michelle Francis, Spiritual Council.
Pastor Keith opened the meeting with a prayer. Minutes of the previous meeting were read, Lynn Wurtele made a motion
to accept the minutes, seconded by Andrew Stukenholtz.
Financial Report was presented by Sandy Ried. Connie Jensen made a motion to pay the bills, seconded by Lynn
Wurtele.
Memorial Report was given by Margaret Brust. She reported she has contacted families with memorials asking for
donations to go toward the dishwasher and no one has showed an interest.
Michelle Francis gave the Spiritual Council report - see Spiritual Council report for more information.

Pastor Report was given by Pastor Keith where he reported that he has contacted the Otoe County Emergency
Management/Red Cross Shelter in hopes that Bethel could possibly become a temporary shelter in the event of a
disaster. Should this occur, volunteers may be asked to attend a community response training. He has also contacted
Good Dog Rescue to possibly have a church service where they bring some animals that may be up for adoption.
Gearhead Sunday was felt to be a success with 10 automobiles and 17 motorcycles attending. An email was read from a
participant thanking us for the service and great lunch that was provided. Approximately 100 people ate lunch with
$526.10 collected; $207.96 was collected from the Penny Vote. Proceeds from Gearhead Sunday will go to the Bethel

UCC Youth Group. A wrap up meeting is scheduled for June 18th at 6:30 p.m.
S'mores Wednesday was held for the first time on Wednesday, June 5th with approximately 15 people in attendance.
Pastor Keith continues to visit shut ins weekly. He will also be contacting one of the Bethel members affected by the flood
to see if they have any interest in utilizing the parsonage.

Continued on pg. 8…..
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MODD Squad is planning to meet on Saturday, June 22nd at 1 p.m. Any lady, regardless if you are a mother or not, is
invited to attend.
Church Secretary Sarah Bando reported that the new lock system is completed installed and is functioning. They are
planning to update the app associated with the new lock system sometime this week.
Totenfest had a great turn out with all families represented.
Sarah also gave the Board of Christian Education report. The end of the year picnic was well attended. Vacation Bible
School is progressing nicely and they are seeking volunteers. There are signup sheets in the back of the sanctuary for
anyone wanting to donate needed items.
Old Business


June Events were discussed.



Dishwasher meeting will be held after worship on Sunday, June 16th.



No updates regarding the by-laws at this time.

New Business


Schneider Electric has been contacted to repair/fix the ballast/bulbs in the kitchen. They will also be asked to look

at a couple of light switches while they are here as well.
With no other business, a motion to adjourn was made by Connie Jensen and seconded by Andrew Stukenholtz. Motion
carried.
The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
The next meeting will be held, Monday, July 8th, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Lynn Wurtele
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Bethel UCC Congregational Meeting
Sunday, June 16, 2019
Mark Francis, Bethel UCC Church Council President called the meeting to order. No minutes were available from the last
meeting.
Mark presented information in regard to the purchase of a new dishwasher for the Bethel kitchen.
 Specifics of the current dishwasher, age, parts obsolete, etc.


The need for replacement due to having events in the church



Specifics of the dishwasher we are looking to obtain



Approximately $6,000 - $6,500 will be needed

Mark asked if anyone had questions with questions.
Questions asked by the congregation:
 Where is the money coming from


Could the Capital Improvement Fund be used



Are there any memorial funds that could be used



What type of warranty would it have



Would the dishwasher fit in the area that is already utilized by the current dishwasher.

Statements made by the congregation:
 Council is trying to get the most economical dishwasher with it still being quality


Health Department guidelines that this is a need if we are going to have events involing the use of the kitchen.

Mark read a rough draft of a letter that would be sent to ALL Bethel UCC members stating the need for the dishwasher
and asking for donations.
Michelle Francis, Spiritual Council, reported the current use of the kitchen with the flood meals. Bethel will continue with
the meals on Thursday evenings through the month of June. All meals are planned for the rest of the month. To date,
Bethel UCC has not had to use any funds for the meals as all meals have been covered through donations. Pastor Keith
thanked Michael Wieckhorst, Michelle Francis, and anyone who has helped in someway with the meals.
Dean Griepenstroh made a motion to hold a vote to proceed with securing funds/purchase of the dishwasher, Lenny Tietz
seconded the motion. A congregation vote was held with “30 yes votes” and “2 no votes”. It was voted to proceed.
With no other business, a motion to adjourn was made by Jane Kreifels and seconded by Cindy Kreifels. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,
Lynn Wurtele, Church Council Member
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Spiritual Council Meeting Minutes
May Spiritual Council Meeting
May 1, 2019 @6 pm
The May Spiritual Council Meeting was held in Duensing Chapel, Michelle Francis, Stephen Luther, Neal
Niebrugge, Dean Griepenstroh and Pastor Keith attended. The meeting was opened in prayer by Pastor
Keith. Dean made a motion and Neal seconded, the April minutes were approved.
Pastors Report: Confirmation continues to be fine tuned. Added option given to the previous confirmation
class members to join this class since they were taught by two different pastors during their learning.
S'mores Wednesday will be held Wednesdays @8pm around the campfire from June to August for Fun &
Fellowship. More info to come.

Waiting to hear from Morton James Public Library to have a 14 Minute Reading from the Bible on
Wednesdays@ 12:30 from May 29th thru August.
Looking into Operation Christmas child.
Idea of the 3 Wisemen to walk Central Ave. during the Live Nativity and working on getting a real camel.
Pastor would like to sponsor the Nebraska City Tree Lighting through NCTC – cost of $300.00.
Trying to get the Radio Beacon up and going.
Old Business: Need to remind Ushers to check offering plates for Prayer Slips to put in Prayer Pail before
returning to Alter.
Still looking into the Sound System.
Thank you to all that have supported the Thursday Nite suppers. Plan to continue thru May as
needed. Ministerial Association is discussing next step in helping flood victims.
Pastor Keith’s picture is on the wall in Duensing Chapel.
Dean Griepenstroh will serve on Nominating Committee.
Bethel’s portion of the Living Last supper offering is @ $200, this money will go to flood relief.
Mark Hopp served as Organist on Maundy Thursday.
Gearhead Sunday, June 9th needs 40 cans or buckets with lids to place penny votes in. Money for T-shirts
needs to be in office. Michael Wieckhorst will help get 2 trophies as awards.

By-Laws will be discussed @June Meeting.
New Business: Possible baptism coming up. Immersion & Sprinkling were discussed.
May 5th Senior Recognition- Jason Stukenholtz, Matthew Ramold & Christoph Gleich. 6pm Baccalaureate
May 19th Church Picnic @ Arbor Lodge - Spiritual Council to provide Hot Dish
Meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer! Next meeting will be June 5th.
Respectfully Submitted
Michelle Francis Spiritual Council President
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Spiritual Council Meeting Minutes
The Spiritual Council of Bethel UCC met on June 5th, 2019 at 6:00 pm in the
Fellowship Hall. Present included Michelle Francis, Pastor Keith, Dean Griepenstroh,
Neal Niebruegge, Stephen Luther, and Nancy Brown. President Francis called the
meeting to order, opening it with prayer. Last months meeting minutes were read by
President Francis and approved as read, moved by Dean, and seconded by Neal.
Pastor Keith presented his report. O’Reilly will be donating pails for Gearhead
Sunday. S’mores Wednesdays will start tonight at 8:00 pm at the fire pit. “14 Minutes
in God’s Word” is being planned. Denise will be coordinator for Operation Christmas
Child. This will start in July.
Old Business: No update on the Sound System. The Harlan Church is booked for
2020, so we are looking at the Saturday prior to Palm Sunday or Palm Sunday 2021.
The money given for Flood Relief has been received and we are looking into how to

get it the ones that need it. The meeting for the dishwasher was postponed due to
lack of members present. Will have on the 16th due to visitors planned on Gearhead
Sunday. Pastor is looking for parking help for that day. Baptism outline was presented and reviewed. Spiritual Council Responsibilities, as outlined in the Bylaws, were
reviewed. Have a member to be added to the Nursing Home Visitation list. President
Francis is sending notes to visitors that sign the guest register thanking them for the
visit.
Pastor will be gone June 23-28. Pastor Reiger will fill the pulpit.
Closed with the Lords Prayer.
Submitted by Nancy Brown, Secretary
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
The BOCE does not meet during the summer, but we would like to take this opportunity to
congratulate Brooke Bando and Elizabeth Luther on their wonderful performances in their dance
recital with the Nebraska City Dance Studio on May 31st and June 1st. Way to go girls!
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LYRICAL
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR KEITH

I recently shared a message from James 1:22: “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only”.
Reading James 1:21-24 gives us the context of the passage; We are to lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness
and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save our souls – James 1:21
We are to be doers of the word and not hearers only – James 1:22
And finally verse 23: “For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a
mirror, for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was.”
Look at verse 21: Implanted word – Refers to the gospel that has become an integral part of the believer, which means it
should produce more than just idle listening.
However, listening, or hearing, requires some action on our part as well.
We must actively “listen,’ or “hear” in order to absorb whatever it is we are attempting to ingest and assimilate. But even
that requires more!
God desires us to be more than “hearers!”
I’m focusing on “Do.”
Definition of the word, “Do”:
To perform an action; carry out, undertake, discharge, execute, perpetrate, perform, accomplish, implement, achieve,
complete, finish, conclude….
If you are not “doing,” then you are “idle.”
Definition of idle: To do nothing; be inactive, vegetate.
Praise God that we serve a Risen Lord who is not idle!
Our Lord is a God of Action:
All of creation as we know it came about by his Spoken word.
Prophecy via his servants have come to pass.
Jesus actively healed the sick, quickened the hearts of those who heard him, and fulfilled his mission – Being born of
a Virgin, dying on the cross for our sins, rising from the dead on the 3rd day, and conquering sin and death,
allowing us eternal fellowship with him without condemnation, without pain, without fear, without sickness, without
evil to those who would simply proclaim him as Lord, Savior and repenting of their sins!
Future prophecies mentioned in the Bible will come to fruition.
Not only are we to be “Doers” of the word, we should also be:

Doers of our family
Doers of our Church
Doers of our community
To be a “Doer,” one has to be mindful about a couple of critters:
One is called a “Noit;” the other is called a “Yahbut.”
These two guys can slow down, or completely halt whatever it is you’re trying to accomplish. Noit’s and Yahbut’s are
made up of doubt, skepticism and negativity.
The words, “Noit,” and “Yahbut,” are terms that a dear colleague of mine, Brian used while I was at Focus on the Family.
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“Noit!,” Brian would exclaim, meaning, “No, wait!,” when I started on a project that he didn’t comprehend. “Yahbut,” would
soon follow shortly after! (Yeah, but…You get the idea!)

Think about the “Doers” in our age:
It took Thomas Edison “1000 steps” (not failures) to perfect the light bulb
Charles Lindbergh crossed the Atlantic in a single engine monoplane – 33 hours, 30 minutes
Israel was victorious in the 6-day war against Egypt, Syria, Jordan and Iraq despite insurmountable odds (Yes, that
was a God thing!) (jewishhistory.org)
The United States put Neil Armstrong on the moon – with slide rules!
The NASA team brought Jim Lovell, Jack Swigert and Fred Haise of Apollo 13 safely home after an in-flight disaster.
“Noit” and “Yahbut” are NOT in a “Doer’s” vocabulary!

Deuteronomy 1:8 “Go in and possess the land…”
An entire generation who was plagued by “Noits” and “Yahbuts” had to die off before their descendants could go in and
claim the land that the Lord had promised them!
God has big plans for us! God wants to bless us! He wants us to have faith and believe!
Look at John 20:29:
“Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have believed.”
If you have a goal, a vision, a dream to accomplish something, do your due diligence.
Pray fervently to the Lord about what is on your heart.
Make your move!
409: Two Detroit scientists, after 408 attempts, finally got their cleaning formula right – the result? 409!
We can all learn something from Wile E. Coyote; always trying, scheming, NEVER giving up!
While we might not reach our goals, isn’t it better to strive for them, rather than to just sit idle, and wonder if we could have
made our goal?
Being negative stops you cold. Rather than looking at the current situation, let me challenge you to look to the Lord!
“For with God nothing shall be impossible.” – Luke 1:37
You can be so much more than who you are right now
Our church can be more than what it currently is
Our community can be better, provided we actively strive for it
All it takes is:
Prayer
Doing one’s due diligence
Acting upon it
“Plan your work, then work your plan”
~ Pastor Keith
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GEARHEAD SUNDAY ~ JUNE 9, 2019
Our 1st Annual Gearhead Sunday was a success and a great time was had by all!
Unfortunately the flooding did stop some entries that would have liked to have come, but
we had a great turnout! In total, $698.65 in proceeds were given to our Youth Fellowship.
Not a bad start! Thank you to everyone who helped make this a success, especially Greg
and Barb Stukenholtz for donating the hog, and to Mike Wieckhorst for cooking it. We
had many, many compliments on our luncheon and our worship service. Be sure to join us
next year if you missed it! Mark your calendars for June 14, 2020!

………….“Oooo, barra-barracuda”……….
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We have 2 new Bethel babies!!!

Erica (Ricki) Sinner and Nate Leslie are
the proud parents of Britley Elise
Leslie, who was born on Tuesday, May
28th at 12:46 pm. She weighed 8 lbs.
6 oz. and was 20 1/2 in. long.
Grandparents are Mike and Angie
Sinner, and Great Grandparents are
Pam Malzer and the late Frank Malzer.

Scotty & Laura Kilpatrick are the

proud parents of
Finnegan Dean, who was born on
Monday, June 24th at 4:30 pm. He
weighed 9 lbs. 8 oz., and was 21 1/2
inches long. Grandparents are Lenny
and Jen Tietz.
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In honor of their 57th wedding
anniversary on June 8th, our organist
NinaJean Rohlfs and her husband
Arlin, donated this beautiful banner to
Bethel UCC. Their love for this church
is amazing and we are so blessed to
have them as part of our Bethel family.
We thank them for their generosity,
and congratulate them on 57 years
together!

The family and friends of Jerry Barrett will be
having a Poker Run and Silent Auction on
August 24th to help with medical expenses not
covered by insurance. Jerry is currently in the
burn unit in Lincoln with 2nd and 3rd degree
burns caused by a tractor fire in June.
Date: August 24, 2019

Poker Run will begin at West Central at 12PM
Silent Auction will be held at the Eagles at 6 PM.
If you would like to contribute items for the
silent auction please contact Danielle Barrett at
402-209-2802.
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SCHEDULED TO SERVE JULY 2019
(Please call the office or sign the sign-up sheet if you can help)
LAY LEADERS: Need volunteers all month

SOUND SYSTEM: Need volunteers all month

GREETERS
July 7 ~ Horstmann Family

July 14 ~ Jane Kreifels

July 21 & 28 ~ Need volunteers

USHERS
July 7 ~ Spiritual Council

July 14, 21, & 28 ~ Need volunteers

ACOLYTES
July 7

July 14

July 21

July 28

Mason W.
Keston

Landon
Addison

Brianna
Makenzie

Madisen
Lili

MOWING
Week of: July 7 ~ Jake

July 14 ~ Jason

FLOWERS ~ Margaret Brust

July 21 ~ Jason

July 28 ~ Stephen

COOKIE FELOWSHP ~ Cindy K. & Jane K.

SCHEDULED TO SERVE AUGUST 2019
(Please call the office or sign the sign-up sheet if you can help)
LAY LEADERS
August 4 ~ Sue Griepenstroh
Need volunteers rest of month

SOUND SYSTEM: Need volunteers all month

GREETERS
August 4 ~ Sarah Bando
Need volunteers rest of month

USHERS
August 4 ~ Spiritual Council

August 11, 18, & 25 ~ Need volunteers

ACOLYTES
Aug. 4

Aug. 11

Aug. 18

Aug. 25

Blake
Chloe

Mason W.
Keston

Landon
Addison

Brianna
Makenzie

MOWING
Week of: Aug. 4 ~ Dennis
FLOWERS ~ Sarah Bando

Aug. 11 ~ Jake

Aug. 18 ~ Need volunteer

Aug. 25 ~ Stephen

COOKIE FELOWSHP ~ Dean & Sue Griepenstroh
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