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THE BETHEL BEACON ~ July/august 2018 

 
A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR…. 

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

On Pentecost Sunday, May 20, we paid honor to the "birthday" of the Christian faith and Church with the coming of 

God's Holy Spirit upon Jesus' followers as detailed in Acts 2.   

In the passage we read of a community of gatherers that God's Spirit rushed in upon; a community that the Spirit 

inspired Christ’s followers congregate into;  a community that evolved into churches over the past two millennia. 

 

It was a community from all walks of life. As the Spirit came in tongues of fire, those touched began to understand the 

people speaking in their own native languages, to the utter astonishment and respectful fear of those who heard them: 

“6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the  

native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 

8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Pahhians, Medes, Elamites, and residents 

of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phnygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the pans of 

Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our 

own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." (Acts 2:6-11) 

 

We know that prior to this episode the followers of Jesus themselves were made up of people who would have had little in 

common, and perhaps would have been at odds, maybe even violent odds, with one another apart from the presence of a 

merciful, uniting, loving Son of God. It's well documented that a tax collector like Matthew/Levi would have been severely 

disliked by most anyone and everyone else. He would have potentially been the target of abuse by one such as "Simon 

the Zealot," being likely part of a vigilante-type of group who would have wanted to remove from society traitor-like men 

like tax-collecting Matthew/Levi. 

 

And yet, somehow, they all came together to form a community, a community described like this: 

44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods 

and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much 47time together in the  

temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the 

goodwill of all the people. (Acts 2:44-47) 
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Which brings me to "being church" in today's world, today's society; a society "bereft of peace" (as Jeremiah says in 

Lamentations 3:17). There is a sense of community and family in some churches and towns and boroughs in our land 

today, but most of those are nothing like Acts 2 describes. Instead of tax collectors and Zealots in the same place, or 

"Jews and Gentiles, slave and free, Barbarian and Scythian" (Colossians 3:11) rubbing shoulders in worship, or scribes, 

Pharisees, fishermen, tax collectors, prostitutes, lepers, "sinners" eating together, conversing and learning together, we 

find churches and other gatherings primarily populated by the like-minded if not we will leave or threaten to leave.     

Community is without much tapestry; rather, increasingly communities, neighborhoods, and developments are evolving 

into havens for fellow travelers who find themselves all "on the same page." 

 

Perhaps that doesn't sound like a problem to you; however, the greatest witness of the Christian church, the "identifying 

mark," the "birth mark" of the follower of Jesus, the Christian, the "little-Christ," is LOVE. — They will know you are my 

disciples by your love for one another (John 13:35). Love is something that requires difference. Love is not what         

happens when I scratch your back because you've scratched mine. Love is not what it's called when I invite you to my 

party because you've invited me to yours. Jesus uses that illustration to make the point that anyone can do that. His  

followers will be the ones who invite the different, the needy, the outcast into their party so that they could all practice 

what true love is -- the love that gives up of self, even for those who don't deserve it or particularly those who might be 

different from yourself.  

We now are part of a growing society that has little interest in working through differences; a society that has quickly  

retreated into separate corners, entertaining ourselves only with others who share our corner. We quickly learn what 

each other's preferences and leanings are on politics, social issues, news outlets, brand names, and sports teams and 

then surround ourselves "with ourselves," and avoid or oppose those with different perspectives and opinions. Did you 

know that 1 in 10 divorces in the months after the 2016 election were due to differences over how each of the spouses 

had voted? 

I've watched people leave churches because they suddenly discovered that people who they've been worshipping with 

and enjoying fellowship with and Bible study with for years had a differing view on a "hot button issue." And that was too 

difficult to live with! 

The Church did not start with 12 similar people. The Holy Spirit did not descend upon and then "recruit" a group of 

clones. The Church's power and witness has been and is in sharing the LOVE OF GOD in JESUS CHRIST, a love that 

was shown to the WHOLE WORLD, from ALL walks of life. They came together, shared resources, worship, thoughts, 

study, and through that, showed LOVE to a world that had little clue about the concept. 

Pastor David 

 

We will be blessing our children, youth, and teachers on Sunday August 12, dur ing the morning service 
as they will be heading back to school on Thursday August 16, 2017. 

 

Small group studies will be starting August 16. Stay tuned to the bulletin for  more details. 

 



 3 

Congregational Meeting ~ June 3, 2018 

President Chip Johnson called the Congregational Meeting to order. Pastor 
David Butz gave the Opening Prayer. Secretary Norman Brown read the 
minutes from the Annual Meeting in January. Jen Tietz made a motion and 
Lynn Wurtele seconded to approve the minutes as read. 
 
Chip Johnson made a motion that Pastor David Butz be called as Pastor to 
Bethel United Church of Christ. Seconded by Cindy Kreifels. Ballots were 
handed out by the Church Council and collected by the Church Council. The 
ballot was 64 yes and 16 no that David Butz be called as Pastor of Bethel   
United Church of Christ. 
 
There being no further business B.J. Reid made a motion seconded by Cindy 
Kreifels to adjourn the Congregational Meeting. Pastor David Butz gave the 
closing prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Norm Brown 

 
         

If you have a musical talent that you would like to share, or know     

someone who does, the sign-up sheet for our summer special music is 

available in the back of the sanctuary.  If you have any questions, you 

may contact Jen at 402-209-3765 or Connie at 402-209-3011. 

           

           Vacation Bible    
              School  

IN OUR PRAYERS IN MAY 

  Justin Williams, Logan Drabek,  Mason Wieckhorst, Rachelle Drabek, Don 

Grundman, Roy Murphy, Tim Worcester, JoAnn Weible, Helen Ramold, Quin-

tin Holman, Janice Holman, Tanya Chapin and Tom Thaemlitz and Adrian, 

Mac, Jim Baldwin, Terry Francis, Phyllis Buss, John Brust, Helen Long, Lou 

Hauptman, Dale Wurtele, the family and friends of LaVonne Grundman, the 

family and friends of Allison D. Gibbs, and all who struggle with chronic illness, 

including those who reside in their homes and long-term care facilities .  

 

 

 

Our next fireside chat will be Saturday, 

July 21st at 7 pm.  Remember to bring 

your lawn chairs and any games you’d 

like to play.  Bring a friend too! 

 

Life Line Screening, a leading provider of 
community-based preventive health 

screenings, will offer their affordable, non-
invasive and painless health screenings 

at Bethel United Church of Christ on 
8/24/2018.  Five screenings will be      

offered that scan for potential health   
problems related to: blocked arteries 
which is a leading cause of stroke;      

abdominal aortic aneurysms which can 
lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the 

arteries in the legs which is a strong     
predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation 
or irregular heart beat which is closely tied 

to stroke risk; and a bone density    
screening, for men and women, used to 

assess the risk of osteoporosis.  Appoint-
ments are limited, so please sign up now 
by calling 1-800-640-6307 and receive a 
$10 discount off the package or text the 
word circle to 797979 or visit Life Line 

Screening’s website at 
www.lifelinescreening.com/

communitycircle 

 Complete Wellness Package which 
includes 4 vascular tests and osteo-

porosis screening for $149 ($139 
with the special Facebook               

discount).  Speak with the LLSA          
representative for more package   

options.  All five screenings take 60-
90 minutes to complete. 

 Thank you to everyone 
who brightened our  

sanctuary with flowers, 
and who sponsored    

bulletins during the month 
of June. 

Who:  3 yrs. old (and potty trained) 
through completed 5th grade 
 
What:  VBS 2018!!! 
 
Where:  Presbyterian Church 
 
When:  July 23—27, 2018 
                9 am—Noon 
 
Why:  Because it’s fun,    
that’s why! 

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
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-----ReLeasT----- 
Live in Concert 

@ 

Bethel on the Hill 

Saturday, August 25th 

6:30 pm 

Bethel United Church of Christ 
2400 Central Ave, Nebraska City NE 

 

Bring your lawn chairs or blankets 

 to enjoy an evening of  Gospel Music  

 

Popcorn & Drinks will be available     

Admission $10 per person  

 

 Additional Parking at NC High School 
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JULY 

BJ & Sandy Ried ~ July 4, 1986 

Dale & Lynn Wurtele ~ July 15th  

Dean & Carol Biere ~ July 23, 1961 

Jason & Kassi Holman ~ July 25, 1998 

Lonnie & Sara Horstmann ~ July 25, 1992 

Greg & Paula Ramold ~ July 31, 2004 

 

 

AUGUST 

Dalyce & Kristy Sudman ~ Aug. 8, 2008 

Donald & LaVonne Grundman~ Aug. 25, 1950 

Howard & Marilyn Ach ~ Aug. 26, 2006 

Kork & Helen Wurtele ~ Aug. 29, 1948 

 

BEST WISHES TO THOSE CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAYS IN 

JULY 

       Marilyn Rivett 3rd    Kork Wurtele 4th     Gray Carpenter 6th  Christine Parkyn 9th      

             Taylor Funk 9th                Brenda Rayhel 10th       John Brust 11th                 Pam Malzer 13th 

          Paula Ramold 13th        LaVonne Grundman 14th    Jerry Gieseking 16th      Dean Griepenstroh 16th        

          James Herzog 17th            Helen Ramold 18th         Jordan Kreifels 18th            Aaron Kreifels 18th  

         Margaret Brust 18th               John Vock 18th             Lilian Graham 21st             Adelene Vock 22nd      

  

AUGUST 

      Jean Wieckhorst 2nd       Lillian Sinner 4th Anna Marie Stukenholtz 5th     Addison Ferguson 6th 

        Julie Marshall 8th        Larry Wieckhorst 9th       Nick Andersen 16th       Helen Wurtele 17th              

       John Wurtele 19th      Brianna Johnson 21st        Kathy Clymens 29th     Connie Gieseking 29th   

            Mira Hartman 29th        Teri Stukenholtz 30th          Joan Weible 30th 

LOOKING AHEAD TO SEPTEMBER 

 

Sun. 2nd:  Communion/Food pantry 

 

Mon. 3rd:  Labor Day ~ Office closed, Spiritual Council mtg.??? 

 

Sun. 9th:  Rally Sunday and presentation of 3rd grade Bibles   

 

Mon. 10th:  Board of Christian Education meeting 6 pm,                                
        Church Council meeting 7 pm 

 

Tues. 11th:  Women’s Fellowship @ Noon (brown bag lunch 
         and election of officers) 

 

Sun. 16th:  1st day of Sunday school & Confirmation 

                   (Youth Fellowship will start October 21st)  

         

Fri. 21st—Sun. 23rd:  Applejack Weekend   

                                    Quilt show here at Bethel 

 

(Acolyte training TBA) 

*Community Fellowship Service every 1st & 3rd         
Wednesday of the month in Fellowship Hall        

*Sr. Choir practice every Wednesday at 7 pm 
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The Bethel UCC Church Council met in regular session Monday night, June 11. In attendance were President 
Chip Johnson, Norm Brown, Tyler Vock, Lynn Wurtele, Susie Briley, and Mark Francis. Also in attendance were 
Margaret Brust, Sandy Reid Financial Secretary, Church Secretary Sarah Bando and Pastor Dave Butz. 
 
President Chip Johnson called the meeting to order. Pastor Dave gave the Opening Prayer. Secretary Norm 
Brown read the minutes from the May 14 Church Council Meeting. The minutes were approved as read. 
 
Pastor Dave will be sending a letter out to the members of the church that he was called as Pastor on Sunday 
June 3. 
 
Sandy Reid Financial Secretary presented the Financial Report. For the month of May was short $32.00. Tyler 
Vock made a motion and Susie Briley second to pay the bills. The motion carried. 
 
Memorial Report. Margaret Brust told the Church Council that a Memorial was used for the Air Conditioner. 
 
Pastor Dave gave the Spiritual Council Report. The band ReleaseT will be performing in the north church parking 
lot in August. 
 
Pastor Dave gave the Buildings and Grounds report. Pastor will be replacing the 3 light bulbs in the Altar.         
Replaced the outlet in the women's downstairs bathroom and new spotlights are in for the side of the building. 
 
Pastor Dave gave his report. He attended the Annual Gathering in Ogallala June 1 and 2. The Confirmation Trip 
is June 24 - 28 to Kansas City and Paula Ramold will be going as a Sponsor. The Class will be staying at a UCC 
Church in Kansas City and doing mission work at a UCC- Disciple of Christ Retirement Ministers Center.     
Totenfest was held in the basement on May 27. 4 members are going to Kamp Kaleo. Pastor Dave will be the 
leader of the 4th and 5th Grade camp. Nick Brown, Katherine Luther, Blake Bando and Lili Graham will be       
attending camp.  Installation service for Pastor Dave was discussed. 
 
No Board of Christian Ed Report. 
 
Sarah Bando gave the Church Secretary report. The May 15 Primary Election was held in Fellowship Hall.     
Sunday May 20 was Sunday School Teacher Recognition, 4th quarter attendance awards and the Church Picnic 
was at Arbor Lodge. 31 people attended the picnic.  The Boy Scout Rummage Sale was Friday and Saturday 
June 1 and 2 and Thursday and Friday June 7 and 8. They plan on having a Rummage Sale in early fall. The 
Church will be having a Food Stand in front of Friends of Faith Store Saturday and Sunday Applejack Weekend. 
Looking for members to help man the stand. The July and August Beacon will be combined. 
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned with the reciting of The Lord's Prayer. 
 
The next Church Council Meeting will be Monday night July 9 at 7pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Norm Brown 

 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL   
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     BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
—————————————————————————— 

The BOCE does not meet during the summer, but we would like to take this              

opportunity to congratulate Brooke Bando and Elizabeth Luther on their wonderful 

performances in their dance recital on June 1st and 2nd.  Way to go girls! 
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Bethel United Church of  Christ Spiritual Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, June 4, 2018 ~ 7:00 pm ~ Pastor’s Office 
 

Present: President Paula Ramold, Vice-President Michelle Francis, Secretary Burt Weible, 

Cindy Weible, and Neal Niebruegge. 

 

Paula called the meeting to order, Pastor opened with a prayer. Burt read the minutes of  

previous meeting. Motion to accept the minutes as read by Michelle, seconded by Neil. 

 

Pastor Report: Pastor reported that the confirmation class was planning on staying at 

Blue Springs MO. this year rather then going to St. Louis. They are planning on staying at 

the Blue Springs Terrace Ministerial Retirement complex and would work on projects 

around the complex. Still working on details of  the planned trip. Pastor also reported that 

he was planning on holding another morning prayer group. Details still being worked out. 

  

Old Business: Plans are starting to come together on a concert by the group ReleasT but 

further details need to be worked out.  

 

New Business: Still thinking of  holding a trunk auction as a fund raiser sometime this year. 

We will also be putting out a signup sheet at the back of  the sanctuary for anyone interest-

ed in filling in when the pastor is absent.  

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting by Neil, seconded by Cindy. 

Pastor lead us in the Lord’s Prayer to close. 

Next meeting July 2nd at 7:00 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Burt Weible Secretary 

 

 

 SPIRITUAL COUNCIL 
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 TOTENFEST 2018 
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CONFIRMATION TRIP 2018 

TOTENFEST 2018 Continued…. 
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SCHEDULED TO SERVE JULY 2018  

LAY LEADERS         
July 1   July 8   July 15   July 22   July 29 

Need volunteer  Sue Griepenstroh Dean Griepenstroh Need volunteer  Need volunteer 
   

GREETERS     
July 1   July 8   July 15   July 22   July 29 

Need volunteer s Suzy Briley  Need volunteer s Dean & Carol Biere  Lynn Wurtele 
 
USHERS     
July 1   July 8—July 15    July 22    July 29 

Need volunteers Dean & Sue Griepenstroh  Suzy Briley/Volunteers  Need volunteers 

ACOLYTES 
July 1        July 8  July 15   July 22   July 29 

Madisen T. & Volunteer      Blake & Chloe Mason W. & Keston Landon & Lilian   Elizabeth & Brianna 
 
MOWING 
Week of July 1  Week of July 8  Week of July 15 Week of July 22 Week of July 29 
Stephen Luther Jake Sinner  Jason Stukenholtz Allan/Jason(trim) Stephen Luther 
 
FLOWERS  COOKIE FELLOWSHP       SOUND SYSTEM 
Margaret Brust              July 8 only:  Sarah Bando (Need volunteers for rest of month)  Need volunteers 

SCHEDULED TO SERVE AUGUST 2018  

 

LAY LEADERS     SOUND SYSTEM  USHERS       
12th:  Sarah Bando   Need volunteers  Need volunteers                                               
Need volunteers rest of month 
 
GREETERS 
August 5   August 12   August 19      August 26 
Horstmann Family  Mike & Mary Redelfs  Need volunteer      Need volunteer 
 
 

ACOLYTES 
August 5   August 12   August 19      August 26 
Madisen T. & Volunteer       Blake & Chloe   Mason W. & Keston     Landon & Lilian  
 
 

MOWING 
Week of August 5  Week of August 12  Week of August 19     Week of August 26 
Dennis & Carol Marshall Jake Sinner   Jason Stukenholtz     Stephen Luther 
 
FLOWERS   COOKIE FELLOWSHP 
Sarah Bando   Need volunteers 
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Bethel United Church of Christ                

2400 Central Avenue 

Nebraska City, NE  68410 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 and 


