SCHEDULED TO SERVE IN JANUARY
LAY READERS
Jan. 3: Dennis Marshall

Jan. 10: Sarah Bando

Jan. 24: Madisen Tietz

Jan. 31: Christian Tietz

Jan. 17: Sue Griepenstroh

SOUND
Jan. 3: Norm Brown

Jan. 10 & 17: Burt Weible

Jan. 24 & 31: Stephen Luther

ACOLYTERS
Jan. 3: Makenzie & Kizen

Jan. 10: Blake & Brooke

Jan. 17: Lili & Lexi

Jan. 24: Morgan & Chloe

Jan. 31: Bryson & Braxton

FLOWERS: Margaret Brust

Bethel United Church of Christ
2400 Central Avenue
Nebraska City, NE 68410
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Spiritual Council Meeting Minutes December 2020
The Spiritual Council of Bethel UCC met on December 2, 2020 at 6:00pm in the Duensing Chapel.
Present included Pastor Keith, Dean Griepenstoh, Stephen Luther, Curt Stukenholtz, Jen Tietz,
Rabbi Richard Bristol and Nancy Brown. President Luther called the meeting to order, pastor
opened with a prayer. Last month’s meeting minutes were reviewed and approved with addition of
Jen Tietz in attendance, moved by Jen and seconded by Curt.

Pastor Keith presented his report. The wedding for December has been moved April 2021. The
planning of a contemporary service was placed on hold until after sound system has been
developed. Moved by Jen, seconded by Curt. New members are planned for December 6th- Brian
Reid and Richard and Lisa Bristol. Rabbi presented his beliefs to us and discussion followed.

Old Business: Curt reported there are no updates on the sound system at this time. The membership letters have not gone out, Stephen will update the letter and get them sent out. The letter was
accepted with the changes presented, moved by Nancy and seconded by Curt. There have not
been any additional forum comments received. It was decided to continue to hold this at this time.

New Business: The attendance count is not being done consistently every Sunday. The sound
person will be asked to take that task on weekly. The organist temporary position has been filled
until January except Christmas eve. Dean will continue to seek someone for December 24 th.
Katherine Luther is working on getting an instrumental group for the 10:30pm service. Stephen will
check the DHM’s and determine what the requirements are for choirs and communicate that to the
choir director. We may have to have the choir mask up.

Upcoming Activities: Bethel Brotherhood is December 5th at Pastor’s shop. Women's Bible Study is
continuing at the church. Living Nativity will be December 13 th, 20th, and Christmas eve. Pastor will
again serve as the Town Crier during downtown’s Christmas festivities. Sunday School Christmas
program, Election of Officers and Congregational meeting is December 13 th.

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by Nancy Brown, Secretary
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some of the advertising already in progress. Pastor spoke about doing some spots on B103. ½ hr on Sundays from 9:30

-10 would be $65. One minute spots /once a week -$50. 30 sec spots before the news for a total of 40 ads per month/
$299/mo. No action taken. Pastor would like to start a Evangelism team.
Secretary’s report- Sarah reported that the light post by the nativity has been repaired. Annual reports are due the first
week in January. The annual meeting will be Jan 31. Installation of new board members will be Jan. 10 th.
Board of CE-no report.
New Business- Mike made a motion to change the name of the church to Bethel Church of Nebraska City (removing the
UCC). Jason seconded the motion. The motion passed. Sandy Ried reported that any name that is chosen may not be
already in use. There are several hundred names at the state which have “Bethel” in them, so finding anything else other
than Bethel Church would be very difficult. Mike made a motion that Sandy Ried check with an attorney as to what legal
steps must be taken and report back to the council.
The refrigerator that had been in the parsonage basement has been moved to the area where the flowers are stored by
Jason and Roger. Jason Holman and Connie Jensen will ask Ruth Neeman about becoming permanent organist. $70 per
service is what previous organists have been paid.
Peg made a motion to adjourn, Mike seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Jane Kreifels, Secretary

SPIRITUAL COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING
The Spiritual Council of Bethel UCC met via phone on December 10, 2020 at 2:25 to discuss organist supply. Present
included Stephen Luther, Dean Griepenstroh, Jen Tietz, Curt Stukenholtz, Pastor Keith and Nancy Brown.
Ruth Neeman has been serving as our temporary Organist. It was felt that she was doing a wonderful job and this should
serve as part of her interview for a permanent position. Nancy moved and Curt seconded to recommend her to the
Church Council to be our permanent organist. Discussion was held about whether she would be interested in playing for
the choir, This was not discussed with her and will be a point the Church Council can discuss with her. Motion passed.
Meeting adjourned by 3:00.
Submitted by,
Nancy Brown, Secretary

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Our current women’s bible study will continue through January, every Wednesday night at 6pm in Duensing Chapel.
Feel free to join even if you have not attended yet. Bring a friend!
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Church Council Minutes ~ December 21, 2020
The meeting was called to order by President Roger Pieper. Present were: Roger Pieper, Mike Wieckhorst, Peg Johnson,
Jane Kreifels, Connie Jensen, Sarah Bando, Steve Luther, Margaret Brust, Larry Wieckhorst, Burt Weible, Sandy Ried,
Nancy Hunt, and Jason Holman. Pastor Keith was on speaker phone from home.
Pastor Keith opened the meeting with a prayer. Jane Kreifels read the minutes of the last meeting. Peg Johnson made a
motion to approve the minutes. Mike seconded the motion and the motion passed.
Sandy Ried presented the financial report. She reported that all the grant money has been spent. She has also received
an unidentifiable grant for $1000. She is looking into what this is to be used for. Mike Wieckhorst made a motion to
approve the financial report and pay the bills. Peg Johnson seconded the motion and and the motion was approved.
A presentation was given by Double A Windows of Omaha, regarding replacement of doors and glass on the south side of
the building. Due to it being mostly glass, it gets extremely hot and leaks when it rains, letting water all over the floor and
does not lock well. Samples of woodwork for replacement of the doors and ideas for the glass above the door were given.
The cost of such a project would be about $18000. No action was taken.
Steve Luther presented the new bylaws. The council will meet with new members of the council to study the new bylaws
on Jan 18 and 25th at 6 pm before presentation to the congregation. This may involve many meetings both with the
congregation and the council because there are many changes.

Steve Luther gave the spiritual council report. The council decided the attendance counts will be done by the sound
person for the time being since there are no ushers. Regarding the choir wearing masks, churches are currently exempt
from this rule by the state. This will be discussed further at a later date.
Larry Wieckhorst addressed the council regarding the fact that there are approximately 50 people who are considering or
planning to leave Bethel church due to the vote to leave the United Church of Christ. He stated that many people did not
have adequate time to get info on the vote. Due to Covid, they were unable to be at the informational meetings, or even
attend church. They feel the whole issue was rushed and some people were hesitant to vote since their name was on the
outer envelope. Council members stated that the bylaws were followed pertaining to the vote and the names on the

envelopes were to verify that a member was voting and were separated from the ballot when it was opened. Larry wanted
the council to be aware of members feelings and what could be a significant loss in membership. No action was taken by
the council.
Margaret Brust reported that the candles for Christmas eve were paid for by a memorial. The lawn mower was taken to
Omaha for repairs by John Brust.
Pastor’s report-(by phone) The Bethel basement was home to the Nebraska City Dance Studio dance recital and they plan
to use it again next year. They made a nice donation to the church. June 27 is planned to be Gearhead Sunday with
Continued next page…..
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Congregational Meeting Dec.13, 2020

A congregational meeting was called on Dec. 13 for the purpose of approving the 2021 budget and
election of officers. President Roger Pieper called the meeting to order. He explained that the purpose of
the meeting was election of officers. The names of Rick and Deb Shallenberger were to be removed
from the ballot because they had decided not to run.
Rabbi Richard Bristol was nominated for church council by Mike Wieckhorst. Dean Griepenstroh was
nominated by Larry Wieckhorst and Nancy Burkhart-Hunt was nominated by Jan Sinner. The

nominations ceased. The position on Spiritual Council will be appointed by the current council.
Jane Kreifels read the minutes of the previous congregational meeting. Burt Weible made a motion to
accept the minutes, Connie Jensen seconded the motion. The motion passed.
The ballots passed out before church were collected and counted by the Church Council.
President Pieper presented the 2021 budget. He noted that we are in better financial shape this year
than some previous years due to money from the government for Covid. Sandy Ried answered

questions pertaining to the budget. She stated that the Lincoln Association dues will not be paid due to
the recent vote to leave the United Church of Christ. She said the Doane College, seminary, and Kamp
Kaleo will still be paid when funds are available. She said that some of the numbers were incorrect due
to the fact that she prepared the budget prior to the UCC vote. Roger noted that the budget is just a plan
and that the numbers are likely to change throughout the year. Mike Redelfs made a motion to approve
the budget. Lynn Wurtele seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.
Roger announced that Dean Griepenstroh, Dale Francis, and Margaret Brust had been elected to the
Church Council. Kassie Holman made a motion to adjourn, BJ Ried seconded the motion. The meeting
was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Jane Kreifels, Secretary
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Permission was granted from Sarah to post her letter in the Beacon.
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Thank you to the following people who furnished poinsettia plants for
our sanctuary during this 2020 Christmas season.
In memory of:

From:

Our son Caleb & Jack Hamilton

The Hamilton Family

Glen & Sylvia Ottens,

Stan & Peg Johnson & Family

Leo & Helen Johnson
Rev. Ed & Lucille Brown,

The Brown Family

Melvin & Rosemary Liesemeyer
George & Deloris Stukenholtz

Stukenholtz & Ferguson Families

Bernice Esluer

Stukenholtz & Horstmann Families

August & Ruby Pieper

Roger & Karen Pieper

Melvin & Eldora Carman
Scarlett & Granny Luther

Luther Family

Alfred & Marg Rinne

Pastor Keith & Denise Valenzuela

Gaylord & Della Rinne
Rico & Sarah Valenzuela
Faith, Family & Friends

Mike & Mary Redelfs

Alton & Ruth Wurtele

Dale & Lynn Wurtele

Brent Miller

Tracy Wieckhorst & Virginia Miller

Wieckhorst Family

Larry & Tracy Wieckhorst
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BEST WISHES TO THOSE CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAYS IN JANUARY:

Matt Kreifels 5th

Kiley Blocker 10th

Ella Delunger 12th

Mason Hamilton 13th

Cindy Weible 13th

Ashley Mayer 18th

Brooke Bando 20th

Nick Brown 23rd

Jordan Moyer 25th

Jen Tietz 25th

Darcy Carpenter 25th

Sarah Bando 27th

Sue Griepenstroh 28th

Erica Sinner 28th

Kayla Francis 30th

Will Carroll 31st

John & Margaret Brust

~ January 25, 1986 ~

IN OUR PRAYERS IN DECEMBER

BOCE

Justin Williams, Logan Drabek, Rachelle Drabek, Roy Murphy,

The Board of Christian Education did not meet

Tim Worcester, Janice Holman, Lou Hauptman, Larry Blocker,

in December, so there are no minutes. Sunday

the Voelker family, the Zech family, Dakota Miller, Matt Myers,

school will resume on January 10th.

Emmett Clark (Sandy Livingston’s grandson), Audrey Graves,

______________________________________

Larry Farris, Lisa Newburn, Andrew Krogmeier, Lia Bollinger,

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS FOR 2021

Brenda Walters, Caleb Bescheinen, Dorothy Jones, Arlen
Jones, Joan Schroeder, Sam Chaney (great niece of Cindy
Kreifels), Brent Livingston, Allan Barrett, Josh & Pam Epp and

WILL BE SUNDAY, JANUARY 10TH.
Church Council ~ Dale Francis, Dean
Griepenstroh, Margaret Brust
Spiritual Council ~ Mary Redelfs, Tracy

boys (house fire), Julie Holman (Jason Holman’s sister), Dean Wieckhorst, (need one more person)
Biere, Mary & Larry Swanson (Roger Pieper’s sister and brother
-in-law), Steve Svatora, the family and friends of KT

Bescheinen, Jackie Williams (sister of Cindy Kreifels), Pastor

Board of Christian Ed ~ Brenda Wieckhorst,
Barb Stukenholtz

Curtis Rieger, the family and friends of Gary Stutheit, the family Pastor-Parish Relations Council ~ Sandy
and friends of Pauline Peterson, LaVerne Baucke (cancer),

Ried, Sara Horstmann, Norm Brown
______________________________________

those affected by Covid-19, bullying, suicide, and depression,

ANNUAL MEETING

and all who struggle with chronic illness, including those reside

Our annual meeting will be Sunday,

in their homes and long-term care facilities.

January 31st. Time and talent sheets are due
that day as well.
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THE BETHEL BEACON ~ JANUARY 2021
Keith A. Valenzuela, Pastor
pkvalenz@gmail.com
Sunday School @ 9 am
Worship time @ 10:00 am

BETHEL CHURCH OF
NEBRASKA CITY
2400 CENTRAL AVE.
NEBRASKA CITY, NE
68410

Church Telephone #: (402) 873-6218
Email: bethelucchurch1887@gmail.com

Website: www.bethelucchurch.com

Find us on

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Happy New Year!
Has 2020 been a crazy year, or what! We’ve had so many changes that have affected us emotionally, financially and yes,
even spiritually. However, 2021 is upon us, and with that comes the opportunity for new dreams, new goals, new ideas,
new plans, etc.
Our church also had a rough year in 2020, and now has the opportunity to move forward in 2021. Will you be a part of
moving forward? Will you be a part of new goals, ideas and dreams for Bethel church? We are a church family and as
families are, we won’t all get along or get our way all of the time. We’ll probably even have to “agree to disagree” sometimes. But we need to remember that Bethel Church is not MY church, THEIR church or YOUR church. It’s OUR
church. Let me repeat that. It’s OUR church. And it’s our responsibility to move forward and make a difference in our
community.
Speaking of community, I believe we have a tremendous opportunity to make a big impact in our community and
surrounding areas. People need the gospel now more than ever. In this world there is depression, despair, loneliness
and hopelessness to just name a few. They need to hear and know that God loves them, Jesus died for them and they
can live forever in heaven with Jesus. Now isn’t that a much better message than all of the doom and gloom that we hear
everyday? And if we don’t tell them about it, who will?
This is about Jesus…………...not about tradition, denominations, etc., because when you stand before God, is he going
to ask you what denomination you were, or how many traditions you kept? Or will He ask you if you know HIs son, Jesus
as your Lord and Savior? There’s nothing wrong with tradition, however Jesus comes first.
I ask you to become involved with our church. Let’s make a difference and leave a lasting legacy for years to come of
Bethel Church being a caring, loving place to come and restore your hope. Everyone has special God given talents. Let’s
use them. Make a commitment to become involved this year. Have an idea for a ministry or how to move forward? Let’s
hear it. Have an idea on how to make the church more efficient? Let's hear it. Want to complain about something? Let’s
hear it. Just understand that if you have a complaint, you also need to offer a solution. Don’t have any time? Everyone
has 5 minutes a day to spend in prayer asking God for guidance for our church. Just 5 minutes………………..
My door is always open to you and I welcome you to call, text or stop by and see me. We can even meet for coffee and
visit. Let’s make 2021 a year to build on the foundation that we have at Bethel church, make an impact in our community
and surrounding areas and move forward for Jesus.
Blessings,
Pastor Keith

10

