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A Note From The Pastor 

  
 

 Even after the excitement of Christmas Eve and Christmas Day have past, most believe that Christmas 

is over and done with, not so quick, we are still in the Season of Christmas.  Christmas is not over until Epiph-

any which marks the twelfth day of Christmas, and it is on January 6th marking the visit of the magi to the 

Christ-child in that humble stable in Bethlehem.  They had only a star to follow.  But in spite of that, they set 

out for a foreign land in faith, hoping to find the newborn king of whom the angels sang on that holy night so 

long ago.  Epiphany not only marks a special time, it also calls on us to remember; to embrace the gift of the 

Christ every day. 

 Jesus is born into the messiness of the human condition; into the pain-filled moments of our lives.  Je-

sus was born into the hopelessness of the world.  Jesus was born to make our future hope-filled and bright.  

Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us.  Jesus was born and it changed our story.  Jesus changed everything. 

 We have been given God’s indescribable gift and it is good news for us.  What do we do when we get 

good news?  Yes!  We share it with others.  My prayer is that you are captivated, awed, and inspired by the 

good news of the Christ.  In and through Christ Jesus, God writes a new story and it’s about a God who loves 

us so much that he is determined to be with us. 

 So, when life gets messy, remember the good news; your new story written in heaven above by the 

greatest author humans have ever known.  The gift of the Christ isn’t for just one day, but rather, for every 

day; for every day of your life.  May you sing with the angels this good news; the glad tidings for all human-

kind, and truly rejoice in the birth of Christ Jesus, our Savior.  And may we too, remember the faithfulness of 

Mary and Joseph, the hard-working shepherds, and the wise men from the East who followed God’s leading 

and entrusted everything into God’s providential care. 

 The light which shines in the darkness will never be overcome.  The darkness will not overcome the 

light Christ brings; for he is the incarnation of God’s promise for our lives.  “What has come into being in him 

was life, and the life was the light of all [the] people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it” (John 1:4-5).  Go out into this world with the light of the Christ, to be light and life and love in 

all the world.    

 

Shalom, 

Pastor Rodger 

 
 

Check out our new church website at: 

 www.bethelucchurch.com 



SOUP DINNER 
 

     On January 29, 2012, Bethel U.C.C. will be hosting a soup dinner that is open to the 
public.  Mike Wieckhorst is chairing this event and plans to serve 3 soups:  chicken noodle, 
corn chowder, and vegetable beef.  Members of Bethel Church are asked to furnish      
either cake or bars for dessert. 

     Also, Mike will need volunteers to help set up the tables, serving the soup, cutting the 
cakes, preparing the coffee, and cleaning up afterwards.  Please plan to sign up to help 
and to furnish a cake or bars for the dinner.  Sign up sheets will be at the back of the 
sanctuary later on in the month. 

     A free will offering will be received for the benefit of the Elevator Fund.  

 

 

BETHEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST       

                

Monthly Statement By Brenda J. Wieckhorst    

                       

November 2011               Balance                                

               Current Expenses…………………………. (5361.28)                 

                            Missionary Fund OCWM……………………… 3756.50    

                                    Improvement Fund…...……………………. 14,464.94   I 

                            Capital Project Fund..…………………….. 14,882.59    

                                   Organ Maintenance Fund..…………….….. 2,000.00    

                                   Bethel Beacon………………….................... (978.48)    

                                   Elevator Fund…………………..………………. 3325.47    

                            Other………………………............................. (107.36)    

                      Total…………………………………… .….... $31,982.38   

 

A more detailed report has been posted on the church bulletin board.   

Copies will be made available upon request 



 

SPIRITUAL COUNCIL 

 
 

 
The Bethel Spiritual Council met at  6pm on December 6th with Teri, Kay, Jen and Pastor Roger in attendance.  

Pastor began the meeting by reading a devotion found on the UCC Still Speaking website.  

The November meeting minutes were read and approved.  

 

Old business: 

This year our Christmas Eve service will be held at 7:30 PM. This is slightly later than last year. Christmas day is on 

Sunday and services will begin at 10:30AM as usual.  

 

Pastors report: 

The Wieckhorst triplets, Braellen, Braxton and Bryson were  baptized during worship on November 6.  An all 

church baby shower was held in their honor in conjunction with the annual Thanksgiving dinner the following Sun-

day.   

Persons received as new members on November 13 include David, Darcy and son Gray Carpenter and Jessica and 

Derrick Ferguson.  Mr. Ferguson received the rite of Christian baptism the same day . We welcome each of you into 

the fellowship of Bethel UCC.  

The Heather/Pharr wedding was held on November 18.  

The Ecumenical Thanksgiving worship service was held on November 20 at the First Evangelical Lutheran 

Church.   

The Hanging of the Greens service was held on November 27.  Thank you very much to all of those who helped 

decorate. 

The grandchildren of Amy Halbert, Bianca, Hallie and Carter Lading, were baptized on Nov. 25th in a service with 

the family.  

Pastor Good officiated at the funeral service for Shirley Roll on  Nov. 23.   

The Spiritual Council is in charge of writing the updated history of our church for our  '125 celebration.  We will be-

gin this in January when new Spiritual Council members, Connie Gieseking and BJ Ried join us.  We plan to set 

aside Saturday mornings to accomplish this. We also ask that anyone with information and/or stories to include 

please contact the church office or a member of the Spiritual Council.  

 

New business: 

Altar communion logistics were discussed.  

Jen made a motion that we not serve communion on January 1st. Kay Nannen seconded.  

Roddy Dunkerson, Conference Minister, will speak on January 1st as part of our kick off '125 celebration'.  The 

church pageant will be shown during worship on January 8th along with the installation of officers.  Please join us 

as we begin a fun filled year of activities honoring our church's 125 years.  

The annual Sunday school Christmas program will take place during worship on December 18th.  

 

We closed our meeting by reciting the Lords Prayer. The Spiritual Council will meet again on January 3rd at 

6:00PM.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jen Hamilton, Secretary 



  
IN OUR PRAYERS IN DECEMBER:   
 
Marie Ritter, David Weik, Lorraine Cooper, 
Reva Berthold, Jeanene Pummel, S SGT Allen 
R. Scott, Diane Manthei, the family and 

friends of  Troy Jensen, Tiffany Orchard, Todd Burpo 
and family, Roy Murphy, Arlis Luther, the family and 
friends of  Mary Tryon, the family and friends of  Lois 
Brown, Kip Kirkland, Pastor John Duling, Olivia 
Ernest, and all those affected by the flooding. 
 

Thank you to everyone who 
brightened our sanctuary with 

flowers, and who sponsored 
bulletins during the month of  

December. 

                                   

 

Ruth Wurtele would like to 

thank Women’s Fellowship for 

the beautiful 

poinsettia plant 

they gave her for 

Christmas.   

 
Please remember to turn in  

your Time & Talent sheets asap!  

 Thank you!!! 

 
 

 

                                                                            
Thank you to  

everyone who helped 
assemble the  

January edition of 
the Bethel Beacon. 

 
 

Doing good to those who hate us, 

Lord, is difficult to do; 

Help us by Your grace to love them, 

Praying they will turn to You. 

 

                                              ~Sper 
                                     (Our Daily Bread) 

Thank you for all your kindnesses and the generosity 

you have shown us in the cards and gifts received this 

Advent and Christmas season.   

We are grateful and truly appreciate every one of you.  

We hope your Christmas celebrations were filled with the 

love and laughter of family and friends.   

May you continue to know the presence of God in this 

new year. 

 

Pastor Rodger and Susan 

 

FOR ALL  

WEATHER  

RELATED  

CANCELLATIONS   

AT BETHEL UCC, PLEASE 

LISTEN TO KNCY OR CHECK 

THE CHURCH WEBSITE @ 

www.bethelucchurch.com 

 



  **LOOKING AHEAD**           

 

  ~FEBRUARY~ 

 
Sunday, Feb. 5th:  Communion/Food Pantry 

Tuesday, Feb. 7th:  Spiritual Council 6 pm 

          Board of Christian Ed. 7 pm 

Tuesday, Feb. 14th:  Valentine’s Day 

             Church Council 7 pm 

Thursday, Feb. 23rd:  Beacon Assembly 9 am 

Sunday, Feb. 26th:  Sr. Youth Fellowship 12 pm 

Monday, Feb. 27th:  Meals on Wheels 11 pm 

 

 

 

 
 

BEST WISHES TO THOSE CELEBRATING THEIR 

 BIRTHDAYS  & WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES IN  

JANUARY 

 

 

      BIRTHDAYS 

Donald Grundman-4th  Kiley Blocker-10th  Larry Bando-13th  Mason Hamilton-13th 

Cindy Weible_13th  Ruth Wurtele-20th  Brooke Bando-20th  Nicholas Brown-23rd 

Jordan Moyer-25th  Jen Tietz-25th   Sarah Bando-27th  Sue Griepenstroh-28th 

Evelyn Brust-30th  Kayla Francis-30th  Will Carroll-31st     

We are having a fund raiser!  

Calendars are for sale in the 

back of the church for $6 

each.  You may leave your 

money in the basket next to the box.  

Proceeds will go to UC Believers.  Please 
make checks payable to Bethel UCC.  

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Dyer  ~January 29, 2000~ 

 

 

The position of Co-Courtesy Chairman  

for funeral and celebration luncheons  

is now available.   

If anyone is interested,  

please contact the office. 

Thank you! 



Church Website 

 In an earlier issue of The Beacon it was reported that the Church Council had approved 

the development of a church website.  The website is up and running and I hope you will go 

and browse the site.  It is by no means finished, but by the end of the year we hope to have the 

website fully functional.  The website will be continually updated with announcements, the 

calendar, the church newsletter, our member directory, and other various items of interest.  You 

will be able to print the church calendar from this website as well as make prayer requests.  To 

make a prayer request on the website simply click on the prayer tab and a box will open in the 

left margin so you can leave your prayer requests.  If you want to get into the password re-

stricted parts of the website please contact the church office.  The website will allow us to de-

liver The Beacon electronically.  However, the Church Council realizes that not everyone has a 

means to receive the newsletter electronically.  That being said, The Beacon will still be mailed 

to those who do not have internet access.  We realize how important The Beacon is to those 

who are confined to their homes.  The Beacon will still be made available in paper format.  

Please notify the Church Office if you would like The Beacon mailed to you.  The Beacon 

may also be picked up when attending church.  Please call the Church Office with any ques-

tions.  Visit Bethel’s website at www.bethelucchurch.com.   

http://www.bethelucchurch.com


 

 

 

Meals~On~Wheels 

Bethel UCC delivers meals every 4th and 5th Monday 

Pastor needs volunteers to help him with these  

deliveries. 

This is about a 30min. commitment once or twice a 

month, but it has such a huge impact to those receiving 

the meals. 

Please prayerfully consider assisting with this mission. 

See Pastor Rodger for more information and to  

volunteer.  

CELEBRATE 125 COMMITTEE 

 

         

     By the time you read this, 2012 will be under way and Celebrate 125 will be launched!  We hope that many 
of you will participate in the activities the committee has planned for our celebration throughout the year. 

 

     When the committee reviewed the 1987 centennial pageant, which is the history and background of Bethel 
Church, it was determined that it is too long to be shown at one sitting.  Therefore, the first half will be shown 
on January 8th during the regular worship hour and the second half will be shown on January 15th also dur-
ing the regular worship hour.  For the benefit of our newer members, this will point out the struggles the early 
members of Bethel U.C.C. experienced and endured.  Did you know that our church came about as the result 
of a Nebraska Supreme Court decision? 

 

     One other event will occur in January—-On the last Sunday, January 29th, we will be hosting a soup din-
ner open to the public.  Mike Wieckhorst is chairing this event.  Please plan to help and to support the soup 
dinner for which we will receive a free will offering to benefit our Elevator Fund. 

 

         ~Adelene Vock 



 
DECEMBER 2011 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

 

The Church Council met Tuesday, December 13, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Burt Weible, Deb Kuhn, 

Sara Horstman, Rick Shallenberger,  Pastor Good, and Sarah Bando. President Burt called the meeting to 

order with the opening prayer. 

Minutes for the previous meeting were acknowledged.  The Financial Report was reviewed.  Our Fundrais-

ing  Committee has expressed their interest in having more meals during the upcoming  year to generate 

dollars for the 125 Committee.  There are several picnics and meals planned at this time for 2012.  A soup 

luncheon is scheduled for January 29th. 

Pastor reported that he had 12 pastoral calls, 1 wedding, 1 funeral, 7 baptisms, attended 4 Soul Reflection 

meetings, and we have welcomed the Carpenter family:  David, Darcy, and Gray, as well as Derek Fergu-

son and Jessica Carpenter, as new members to our Church in the month of November.  Pastor has also 

done many counseling sessions.   Sarah Bando, Church Secretary, reported that plans are underway for 

the annual Sunday School Christmas Program December 18th.  Attendance awards will be given out on 

January 22nd.  The Building and Grounds Report stated that the fire extinguishers have been checked.  

The contract with Tru Green has been signed with no increase in price.  Frank reports that the north door 

hinge had been damaged by the wind.  Brown Glass has replaced the hinge as well as repairing the north-

west basement door.   Bill Klimas has visited twice to make repairs to our pipe organ.  Valve material was 

worn and had to be replaced for 32 valves.  He also tuned the organ.  The organ was purchased in 1939 

and he said that it is in good shape for its age.  Frank also has repaired the door on the bell storage cabi-

net. 

The Pictorial Directory was discussed under Unfinished Business.  Jodi Hauptman of Murray has given us 

a quote of $2025.00 for 100 directories.  Each page would have 9 portraits.  Jodi would set up 2 or 3 nights 

of picture taking for our congregation.  The cost for purchasing a directory will be $20 each. Goal is to do 

this project in the spring.  Our last directory was published in 2007.  We will post a sign up sheet at the 

back of the sanctuary to see how many members will want to purchase a directory. 

The upcoming Annual Congregation meeting was discussed under New Business.  It will be held January 

29th.  Pastor would like to include a tutorial on our new website during the meeting.  Our Christmas ser-

vices will be held at 7:30 pm Christmas Eve, and 10:30 Christmas Sunday morning. 

The next meeting will be January  10 at 7 pm.  The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Debra Kuhn 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 



 

 

 

The Board of Christian Education met on Tuesday, December 6, 2011.  Present were 

Pastor Rodger Good, Ricki Sinner, Carrie Ferguson, and Sarah Bando. 
 

The meeting opened with prayer. 

 

Minutes from our last meeting were reviewed. 

 

The Sunday school Christmas program coming up on December 18th was discussed.  We 

went over what supplies and costumes were needed.  Treat bags for after the play were 

assembled.  The “Happy Birthday Jesus” cakes were ordered. 

 

There will be no Sunday school on December 25th or January 1st.  Installation of new 

officers is January 8th.  2nd Quarter Attendance Awards will be coming up on January 

22nd.   

 

The board has decided that the Superintendant of Sunday school should be a member 

from the Board of Christian Ed.  The position would be for a year at a time.  Carrie  

Ferguson has agreed to fill the position for 2012. 

 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, January 10th at 7:00 p.m. 

 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Bando 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Board of Christian Education 



Women’s Fellowship met December 13, 2011 for a Holiday Luncheon and meeting. 
 
The meeting was opened with the opening prayer.  Vice President Susan Good called the meeting to  
order.  The minutes from the last meeting were read and approved.  The treasurers report was given by 
Lavonne Grundman in the absence of Jane Kreifels. 
Correspondence included several thank you notes. 
 
Committee reports: 
 
 Spiritual life- Marilyn Weible reported she had sent several sympathy, get well and  new baby cards.  She 
had purchased poinsettias for the nursing home residents and shut ins.  She and Joan Weible delivered 
them. 
 
Visitation - Helen Ramold and Lavonne Grundman spent a day visiting our church members in the nursing 
homes. 
 
Altar Flowers - There were several flowers from funerals 
 
Courtesy & Receptions - Two courtesy luncheons were provided for funerals 
 
Kitchen - no report  
 
Church Women United - World Day of Prayer will  be held March 2, 2012 at St. Mary’s Episcopal.  The 2012 
schedule was passed out. 
 
Fun and Fellowship - Will not be held until the 1st Wednesday in April 
 
Prayer Chain - Connie Gieseking reported it is working very well 
 
Old Business - Jane Kreifels offered to co-chair the courtesy & reception committee She needs a volunteer to 
help her.  We hosted the Otoe County U.C.C.. Women’s Fellowship meeting on Oct. 27.   We had ladies from 
Osage, Talmage, Syracuse and Nebraska City in attendance.  Martha Schaffer presented a program on 
“Rainbows Guiding Kids through Life’s Storms”.  November 13 we hosted the church’s Thanksgiving  pot luck 
dinner.  After the dinner we had a baby shower for Mike and Brenda Wieckhorst and their triplets.  The money 
received in gifts was $800 and will be used to buy the next size car seats.  Everyone enjoyed the shower and 
holding the babies. Bethel Church hosted the Church  Women United Christmas Tea on Dec. 2.  There were 
34 in attendance,  The N.C.H.S. Show Choir sang for us.  Mary Redelfs presented the crystal bells and all the 
ladies enjoyed playing them. Pastor Good read a Christmas Story interspersed with singing.  Connie  
Gieseking played the piano.  Everyone then enjoyed cookies, punch and coffee.  Thank you to the ladies of 
the church for providing cookies, providing nativity sets for decorations and a big thank you to Suzy Briley for 
decorating the tables so lovely. 
 
New Business - A Christmas story was read by Pastor Good.   The next meeting will be March 13, 2012.  It 
will be a pizza lunch meeting.  Please let Susan Know if you are coming so we can have a number & what 
kind of pizza you prefer.  Bring your own drink. 
 
We had the Least coin and offering collection. 
 
We closed with Lord’s Prayer 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 



 

Thank you to the following people who furnished 
poinsettia plants for our sanctuary during this 

Christmas season.  

 

 

In Memory of:  

 

Son Caleb and Dad, Jack Hamilton, from Dan Hamilton & Family 

Mark G. Wurtele (Father) from Deb Kuhn 

Janet Baker and Milton Kriefels from Matt & Cindy Kreifels 

Andrea Walters (Mother of Hailey Walters) from Bill & Kathy Walters 

Glen & Sylvia Ottens from Stan & Peggy Johnson & Family 

Our Grandparents from Pastor Rodger & Susan Good 

Virgil & Lucille Griepenstroh from Daryl & Maggie Griepenstroh 

Doris & Harry Roos, Larry Roos, & Chad Adkins from Cork & Diane Adkins 

Mark & Ellen Wieckhorst, Dan Francis, & Mike Wieckhorst from Dale, Michelle, 
               Mark & Julia Francis 

Don Chapin from Katie Chapin & Family 

Ed  & Alma Peterson, Dwight Peterson  from Pauline Peterson 

Donna Mleynek from Loren Mleynek 

Edna & Merle Ried from BJ & Sandy Ried 

Mike Wieckhorst, Mark & Ellen Wieckhorst, and Robert & Rhobie Hauptman           
               from Jean Wieckhorst & Family 

Paul Weible from Marilyn Weible 

Joan & Darrel Sinner from Jan & Kevin Pummel & Family and Mike & Angie  
              Sinner & Family 

Melvin Liesemeyer & Rev. Edwin & Lucille Brown from Norman, Nancy & Nick 
                Brown 

 

In Honor of: 

Our Grandkids  from BJ & Sandy Ried 



Bethel United Church of Christ                

2400 Central Avenue 

Nebraska City, NE  68410 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

SCHEDULED TO SERVE 2012 
 
LAY LEADERS                                                                                                                                                 
Jan. 1   Jan. 8   Jan. 15  Jan. 22   Jan. 29  
Bill Carroll  (Tammy Norris) Jen Tietz Sue Griepenstroh Jan Pummel 
                 
GREETERS 
Jan. 1   Jan. 8   Jan. 15   Jan. 22                Jan. 29  
Vic Grundman  Holman Family  Joan Weible  Frank & Pam  Larry & LaVonda 
      Cindy Weible  Malzer   Bando 
USHERS    
Jan. 1 & Jan. 8   Jan. 15 & Jan. 22  Jan. 29 
Larry & LaVonda Bando Larry & Tracy Wieckhorst Bill Carroll, John Carroll 
John & Margaret Brust               Jim & Sharon Herzog  Dennis & Carol Marshall 
 
SOUND SYSTEM  
Jan. 1   Jan. 8   Jan. 15  Jan. 22  Jan. 29  
Chip Johnson  Chip Johnson  Burt Weible Burt Weible Kevin Pummel 

 
ACOLYTES 
Jan. 1   Jan. 8   Jan. 15    Jan. 22           Jan. 29 
Noah Hamilton  Jason Stukenholtz Hailey Walters   Dylan Holman          Jordan Moyer 
Nicholas Brown Benjamin DeVorss (Anna Marie Stukenholtz) Quintin Holman         Mason Hamilton 
 
NURSERY ATTENDANT  
Jan. 1   Jan. 8   Jan. 15   Jan. 22   
Noone   Julia Francis  Jamie Horstmann Tracy Wieckhorst 
 
Jan. 29    CD MINISTRY     JANUARY COOKIE FELLOWSHIP 
Brenda Rayhel   Margaret Brust  Joan Weible & Cindy Weible 

 Sunday  

Worship  

 10:30 am 
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