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A Note From The Pastor 

 

 The month of February begins a new season in the Church year.  The season of Lent begins on Ash 

Wednesday, February 22nd with a service of the Imposition of Ashes at 7pm.  We begin the Season of Lent 

with this service to remind ourselves that we are not the center of the universe; but that we were created from 

dust and it is to dust that we shall one day return.  We need to be reminded that our God holds all of life in his 

hands.  We need the Season of Lent so that we might take a few steps back and reflect on our relationship with 

God. 

 A United Church of Christ pastor, Quinn Caldwell, recently shared these thoughts in a devotional ti-

tled: “For Those Who Are Doing Just Fine:” 

“Psalm 86 is the kind of prayer usually reserved for when things go really bad.  A prayer for when it 

has all fallen apart and you're at the end of your rope.  If that’s where you are today, then pray it, hard.  But it's 

also the perfect prayer to pray when things are going just fine, a prayer for those who have enough money, 

health, and power to get them through the day.  Praying it when you're feeling broke down and no 'count is a 

no-brainer.  Prayed when you're flush and feeling good, it takes on a different cast.  Then, it becomes some-

thing like a call to humility, a reminder that all you have is nothing without God.  Only the dead are invulner-

able.  When all is well in your world, Psalm 86 becomes a proclamation of this fact, an acknowledgement that 

all life is precarious.  It is an affirmation that, ultimately, all your hope lies in God.  So, to you who are in a 

good place, who are having a pretty good day: praise God and congratulations.  The world could use a few 

more of those.  Enjoy it.  Enjoy it, and pray this prayer to remind yourself that even if things weren't going so 

well, still you would have the only thing that will finally matter: the love of the God who made you.  It's a be-

lief worth cultivating.” 

As you ponder upon and journey through this Season of Lent may your faith be enriched through the 

cultivation of your relationship with your God and in that, may your only hope be strengthened beyond what it 

is today.  “Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart to revere 

your name.  I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will glorify your name forever.  

For great is your steadfast love toward me; you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol” (Psalm 

86:11-13).        

Shalom, 

Pastor Rodger 
 

The weekly Lenten studies I’ve held in the past few years have been held on the Wednesdays of Lent at noon.  

But, the Lenten series I have chosen suggests we have our study on Sunday.  I will be holding our Lenten 

study this year during the Sunday school hour at 9:15am.  If you are interested in attending this year’s group, 

please let me know ASAP so that materials can be ordered.  The cost of the books this year will be $8.00.   

Check out our new church website at: 

 www.bethelucchurch.com 



 American Cancer Society Daffodil Days 
Bouquets of fresh cut daffodils are available to order for your friends and 

loved ones as gifts, tributes, or memorials.  Order forms are back on the 
usher’s table.  Please have your orders in no later than Feb. 12th.  Daffodil 
Sunday is March 11th.  Please see Susan Good to place your order.  Your   

donation of $10, $15, or $25 funds cancer research, education, advocacy, and 
service programs for your American Cancer Society. 

 

 

 

BETHEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST       

                

Monthly Statement By Brenda J. Wieckhorst    

                       

December 2011               Balance                                

               Current Expenses…………………………. (1376.69)                 

                            Missionary Fund OCWM……………………… 0.00    

                                    Improvement Fund…...……………………. 14,732.44   I 

                            Capital Project Fund..…………………….. 14,882.59    

                                   Organ Maintenance Fund..…………….….. 2,000.00    

                                   Bethel Beacon………………….................... (1003.51)    

                                   Elevator Fund…………………..………………. 3442.97    

                            Other………………………............................. (45.49)    

                      Total…………………………………… .….... $32,632.31   

 

A more detailed report has been posted on the church bulletin board.   

Copies will be made available upon request 



 

SPIRITUAL COUNCIL 

 
 

 
The Bethel Spiritual council met at 6pm on January 3rd with Teri, Jake, Kathryn, Jen, BJ and Pastor 

Rodger in attendance.  

 

The previous minutes were read and approved with the following corrections.  December minutes should 

have read Jessica Carpenter, not Jessica Fergusen and Amy Hauberg, not Amy Halbert.  

 

Pastor had no weddings in December.  Funeral services for Troy Jensen were held on December 19th.  

 

Ash Wednesday services will be held on February 22nd at 7 PM.  This will include the imposition of 

ashes.  A  Lenten book study will begin February 29th at 11AM. We are very happy to have the Covenant 

Players back again to lead the Easter Sunrise Sevice and help with Easter worship on April 8th.   

 

Old Business: 

Communion logistics were discussed once again.  It was suggested that we usher the congregation from the 

two side aisles to the back of the church and down the center aisle when altar communion is served.  This 

should eliminate congestion in the center aisle as it creates a continuous flow of people awaiting commun-

ion.  The use of  side aisles should also allow people to more easily return to their seats.  

 

As we begin to review the last 25 years at Bethel Church, we ask that anyone with information or stories 

that may be of help please contact the church or a member of the Spiritual Council.  

 

New business: 

The Spiritual Council officers for 2012 are as follows; Jake Sinner, President, BJ Ried, Vice President, 

Kathryn Walters and Connie Gieseking,  Communion and Jen Hamilton, Secretary.  Thank you to outgo-

ing members, Teri Stukenholtz and Kay Nannen for all of their hard work as President and Communion 

leader.  

 

We will review the role of the Spiritual Council and it's official duties according to the by-laws at our Feb-

ruary meeting.  President Sinner presented several items for thought relating to our mission as the Spiri-

tual Council in the church; for example, improving communication in several areas and a desire to be more 

involved with the youth and the Confirmation process.  

 

We closed with the Lords  Prayer. Our next meeting is February 7th at 6PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jen Hamilton, Secretary  



  
IN OUR PRAYERS IN JANUARY:   
 
Marie Ritter, David Weik, Lorraine Cooper, 
Reva Berthold, Jeanene Pummel, S SGT Allen 
R. Scott, Diane Manthei, Tiffany Orchard,  

Roy Murphy, Arlis Luther, Specialist U.S. Army James 
E. Kuhn, the family and friends of  Vic Grundman, the 
family and friends of  Irene Foushee, all who struggle 
with chronic illness, those confined to their homes and 
to long term care facilities, and all those who continue 
to be affected by the flooding. 

Thank you to everyone who 
brightened our sanctuary with 

flowers, and who sponsored 
bulletins during the month of  

January. 

                                   

When in the midst of life with its problems, 

Bent with our toil and burdens we bear; 
Wonderful thought and deep consolation: 

Jesus is always there.  
         ~ Lillenas                                                 

(Our Daily Bread) 

 

 
 

 

Remember to all boyfriends & husbands….. 
Valentine’s Day is Tuesday,  February 14th!!! 

 

                                                                            
 

Thank you to  
Harold & Gladys Huss 
who helped assemble the  
February edition of the 

Bethel Beacon. 

 

The Nebr. City Fire Museum is hosting a Soup Luncheon at the 

Fire Station on Sunday, Feb. 5th from 11 am to 2 

pm.  They will be serving a huge variety of soups!   

This is a fundraiser for Nebr. City Museum of          

Firefighting and Education Center. 

*FREE WILL OFFERING* 

 

CORRECTIONS FROM JANUARY BEACON 

 

Darcy Carpenter’s birthday was Jan. 25th.      

So a happy belated birthday to her! 

 

Amy Hauberg’s last name was listed as 

“Halbert” and her grandchildren, Hallie and 

Carter Kating’s last name was listed as 

“Lading”.   

 

FOR ALL  

WEATHER  

RELATED  

CANCELLATIONS   

AT BETHEL UCC, PLEASE 

LISTEN TO KNCY OR CHECK 

THE CHURCH WEBSITE @ 

www.bethelucchurch.com 

 

Congratulations to                  

Chad & Danielle Barrett on 

the baptism of their    

daughter, Morgan Rose, on   

Sunday, January 22nd. 



  **LOOKING AHEAD**           

 

  ~MARCH~ 

 
Tues. 6th:  Spiritual Council 6 pm 

                  Board of  Christian Ed. 7 pm 

Thurs. 8th:  Celebrate 125 Meeting 2 pm 

Sun. 11th:  Special Musical Presentation for                  

          worship 

          End of  3rd Quarter 

Tues. 13th:  Church Council 7 pm 

Sat. 17th:  St. Patrick’s Day 

Sun. 18th:  3rd Quarter Sunday school attendance  

         awards 

Tues. 20th:  First day of  Spring!!! 

Thurs. 22nd:  Beacon assembly 

Sat. 31st:  Guess/Creek Wedding 

BEST WISHES TO THOSE CELEBRATING THEIR 

 BIRTHDAYS  & WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES IN  

FEBRUARY 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Stanley & Peggy Johnson 

February 5th 

  Lynn Wurtele~2nd   Christine Neeman~5th   Deb Kuhn~9th   Dale Francis~10th  

Heidi Francis~10th   Sandra Ried~10th   George Stukenholtz~10th   Doris Willis~11th 

Katherine Luther~13th   Frank Malzer~18th   Robin Sinner~24th   Marilyn Weible~25th 

Dillon Horstmann~26th  

 



Church Website 

 In an earlier issue of The Beacon it was reported that the Church Council had approved 

the development of a church website.  The website is up and running and I hope you will go 

and browse the site.  It is by no means finished, but by the end of the year we hope to have the 

website fully functional.  The website will be continually updated with announcements, the 

calendar, the church newsletter, our member directory, and other various items of interest.  You 

will be able to print the church calendar from this website as well as make prayer requests.  To 

make a prayer request on the website simply click on the prayer tab and a box will open in the 

left margin so you can leave your prayer requests.  If you want to get into the password re-

stricted parts of the website please contact the church office.  The website will allow us to de-

liver The Beacon electronically.  However, the Church Council realizes that not everyone has a 

means to receive the newsletter electronically.  That being said, The Beacon will still be mailed 

to those who do not have internet access.  We realize how important The Beacon is to those 

who are confined to their homes.  The Beacon will still be made available in paper format.  

Please notify the Church Office if you would like The Beacon mailed to you.  The Beacon 

may also be picked up when attending church.  Please call the Church Office with any ques-

tions.  Visit Bethel’s website at www.bethelucchurch.com.   

http://www.bethelucchurch.com


 

 

 

Meals~On~Wheels 

Bethel UCC delivers meals every 4th and 5th Monday 

Pastor needs volunteers to help him with these  

deliveries. 

This is about a 30min. commitment once or twice a 

month, but it has such a huge impact to those receiving 

the meals. 

Please prayerfully consider assisting with this mission. 

See Pastor Rodger for more information and to  

volunteer.  

CELEBRATE 125 COMMITTEE 

      

 

As you read this, our celebration is well underway.  Many worshippers rang our centennial bell on 
January 1st.  Also that day, the Rev. Roddy Dunkerson came from the Nebraska Conference Office 
to be our guest speaker.  The re-viewing of our Centennial pageant on January 8th & 15th evoked 
memories for the participants in the pageant and informed our newer members about our church’s 
history.  The next project is the soup dinner on January 29th.  This will be open to the public and we 
hope will generate a nice addition to the elevator fund.   

 

     We will be observing Valentine’s Day on February 12th.  You will want to be present to get your 
“treat’ sponsored by the Board of Christian Education.  Mark your calendars for March 11th when the 
regular worship hour will be a special musical presentation under the direction of our choir directors, 
Connie Gieseking and Jennifer Hamilton.  On Palm Sunday, April 1st, we will be honoring those 
members of Bethel U.C.C. who have been members for 50 or more years.  Plan to read more about 
this event later.  There will be approximately 80 members to be recognized. 

 

     Plans are underway for two “souvenirs” to commemorate our 125th year.  One will be a pewter 
ornament, suitable for a Christmas tree decoration, and the other, a refrigerator magnet depicting 
the “old” church and the present church building.  Further details will come in a future report. 

 

The Celebrate 125 committee will meet next on March 8th, 2012 at 2 pm. 

 

                          ~Adelene Vock 

         



 
JANUARY 2012 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

 

The Church Council met Tuesday, January 10TH, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Burt Weible, Deb Kuhn, Sara 

Horstman, and new members Larry Bando, Tracey Wieckhorst, Erin Johnson, Norm Brown as well as Pastor 

Good, Brenda Wieckhorst, Maggie Brust, Frank Malzer, and Sarah Bando. Greg Stukenholtz is also a new member. 

 

President Burt called the meeting to order with the opening prayer. 

Minutes for the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Committee Reports:  Brenda presented the Financial Report.  The annual 2011 W-2s are being distributed.  Maggie 

reported that the Memorial Fund reports are being given to Alan Schreiner for the annual audit. 

Pastor reported that in the month of December he had 14 pastoral calls, 1 funeral, administered communion at The 

Ambassador Nebraska City, attended a NC Ministerial Association meeting, WF Christmas luncheon, and partici-

pated in the annual Advent Recital. He has also done many counseling sessions.   Pastor reported he will be starting 

the last portion of his counseling training soon. 

Pastor reported that the Spiritual Council is taking a survey of what the congregation prefers for the time to hold 

Christmas Eve services in the future.  Sarah Bando gave the Christian Education report.  Frank Malzer gave the 

Building and Grounds Report.  He and Rick Shallenberger are going to put in a plywood roof to help keep birds 

from roosting in the covered basement door entrance.  Bishop Plumbing has replaced a water heater in the parson-

age.  Pat Christianson will be reminded to caulk the church glass windows as weather permits.  Frank suggested get-

ting information on having custom storm windows put in with the stained glass windows. 

The 125 Committee is planning a December 2012 dinner which will be catered.  A $200 deposit will be give to the 

caterer in order to reserve a date.  Maggie reported that Christmas ornaments and refrigerator magnets are going to 

be ordered and sold for fundraising.  An ice cream social is also being planned in the summer. 

Unfinished Business: Burt reported that there have been 45 church members show interest in paying $20 for a new 

pictorial directory.  The cost for the pictorial directory will be $2,025 and it will be addressed at the upcoming An-

nual Church meeting. 

New Business:  Election of Officers. 

Sara Horstman is assuming the office of President for the year 2012. 

Norman Brown, Vice President 

Tracey Wieckhorst, Secretary 

 

Thank you to Burt Weible, Rick Shallenberger, Steve Norris, Jason Holman, and Jane Kreifels for their 

past service on the Church Council. The next meeting will be February 14 at 7 pm.  The meeting was closed with the 

Lord’s Prayer by newly elected President, Sara Horstman. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, Debra Kuhn 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 



 

 

 

The Board of Christian Education met on Tuesday, January 3, 2011.  Present were Pas-

tor Rodger Good, Ricki Sinner, Carrie Ferguson, Joni Flewelling, Robin Sinner, and Sarah 

Bando. 
 

The meeting opened with prayer. 

 

Minutes from our last meeting were reviewed. 

 

Positions for 2012 are as follows:  President~ Erica (Ricki) Sinner, Vice President~ 

Robin Sinner,  Acolytes~ Carrie Ferguson, Cradle Roll/Nursery~ Joni Flewelling, and 

Secretary~ Mary Redelfs.  We are happy to have Robin and Mary joining us! 

 

The Sunday School Christmas program turned out really good this year!  A big thank 

you to Sandy Ried for once again doing a wonderful job with the kids!   

 

The end of the second quarter is Sunday, January 15th and awards will be handed out 

on Sunday, January 22nd.   

 

Looking ahead….Easter is Sunday, April 8th.  Plans were briefly discussed. 

 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, February 7th at 7:00 p.m. 

 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Bando 
 

Board of Christian Education 



KICKING OFF OUR 125 CELEBRATION 

January 1, 2012 

 

Ringing our centennial bell & Rev. Roddy Dunkerson from the  

Nebraska Conference office was our guest speaker. 

 

 

 
        

 

 

 



INSTALLATION OF NEW 2012 OFFICERS 

January 8, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL: 

Larry Bando, Norman Brown, Tracy Wieckhorst, Greg Stukenholtz 

SPIRITUAL COUNCIL: 

Connie Gieseking, BJ Ried 

PASTOR PARISH: 

Kristy Sudman, Neal Niebruegge 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 

Robin Sinner, Mary Redelfs 

NEBRASKA CONFERENCE: 

Rev. Charlene Wozny, Jen Hamilton, Dan Hamilton, Alt~Janice Dawson 

HEARTLAND ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE: 

Harold Huss, Gladys Huss, Delphine Griepenstroh, Alt~Erin Johnson 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP: 

Gladys Huss 



Bethel United Church of Christ                

2400 Central Avenue 

Nebraska City, NE  68410 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

SCHEDULED TO SERVE FEBRUARY 2012 
 
LAY LEADERS                                                                                                                                                 
Feb. 5   Feb. 12   Feb. 19   Feb. 26    
Adelene Vock  Cliff Stukenholtz Sandy Ried  Cliff Stukenholtz 
                
GREETERS 
Feb. 5    Feb. 12   Feb. 19    Feb. 26  
Dean & Sue Griepenstroh Suzy Briley  The Ferguson Family  Virginia Miller 
 
USHERS   
Feb. 5    Feb. 12    Feb. 19    Feb. 26  
Bill Carroll  John Carroll Stan & Peggy Johnson  Stan & Peggy Johnson  Dean & Carol Biere 
Dennis & Carol Marshall Jake & Robin Sinner  Jake & Robin Sinner  Judy Nienkamp 
            Jane Kreifels 
SOUND SYSTEM  
Feb. 5   Feb. 12   Feb. 19   Feb. 26  
Kevin Pummel  Harold Huss  Harold Huss  Stephen Luther 

 
ACOLYTES 
Feb. 5   Feb. 12   Feb. 19   Feb. 26  
Lauryn Hawkins Jason Stukenholtz Noah Hamilton  Dylan Holman 
Katherine Luther Nicholas Brown Christian Tietz  Quintin Holman 
 
NURSERY ATTENDANT  
Feb. 5   Feb. 12   Feb. 19   Feb. 26   
Julia Francis  Abbie Marshall  Tracy Wieckhorst Brenda Rayhel 
 
CD MINISTRY     COOKIE FELLOWSHIP 
Jen Tietz  Jane Kreifels & Cindy Kreifels 

 

 Sunday  

Worship  

 10:30 am 
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