
 1 

Bethel United Church of Christ                

2400 Central Avenue 

Nebraska City, NE  68410 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

SCHEDULED TO SERVE IN DECEMBER 
 

           

 

                  

       LAY READERS 

                 Dec. 6:  Cindy Kreifels      Dec. 13:  Sandy Ried      Dec. 20:  Dean Griepenstroh                             

       Dec. 27:  Nick Brown 
 

       SOUND 

       Dec. 6:  Dennis Marshall Dec. 13 & 20:  Nick Brown      Dec. 27:  Norm Brown            

 

       ACOLYTERS 

       Dec. 6:  Lili & Lexi   Dec. 13:  Morgan & Chloe                                                             

       Dec. 20:  Braellen & Bryson  Dec. 27:  Landon & Addison 

 

        FLOWERS:  December ~ Connie Jensen 
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               Congregational Meeting November 8, 2020   

                              

On Nov.8,2020, a congregational meeting was held per request of 25 members presenting a signed     

letter requesting such meeting for the purpose of presenting a motion for Bethel United Church of Christ 

to leave the UCC denomination.  President Roger Pieper called the meeting to order. Pastor Keith led us 

in prayer.  Peggy Johnson read the minutes of the Sept.13, 2020 meeting.  Norman Brown made a                      

motion to accept the minutes as written, with a second from BJ Ried.  The motion was approved.  

President Pieper informed the congregation of roof repairs being completed and the bill being sent with 

the amount being under the approved bid of $5000.  President Pieper explained the purpose of the 

meeting.  Sandy Ried presented the motion and Jennifer Hamilton seconded the motion.  The motion 

was as follows: The current United Church of Christ denomination is more focused on their political views 

and agendas than their actual religious doctrine. These views no longer align with scripture or our 

Church by-laws. We make the motion to immediately disaffiliate and remove our membership from the 

United Church of Christ denomination and become a non-denominational church.  We will continue to be 

governed by our current by-laws and maintain our current structure.  

Discussion on the motion included questions of how letters will be sent out, to whom, and the results 

when known. President Pieper said ballots will be sent out Nov. 9, 2020 for members to vote their choice.  

B.J. Ried made a motion to adjourn with Tracy Wieckhorst seconding the motion.  The meeting was                             

adjourned.                    

Respectfully submitted,                          

Peg Johnson, Secretary pro-tem 

            

 

The Spiritual Council of Bethel UCC met on November 1, 2020 at 11:05 am to discuss organist supply.   

Present included Stephen Luther, Dean Griepenstroh, Jen Tietz, Curt Stukenholtz and Nancy Brown.  

Names of persons that may be willing to fill in the organist position were discussed.   Using list of           

substitutes and additional names that have expressed interest in the past were discussed.  Dean                              

volunteered to call these parties to investigate their interest.  It will be the Church Council position to hire 

a new organist.  Meeting was adjourned by 11:30 am.   

 

Submitted by, 

Nancy Brown, Secretary 
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Annual budget meeting 
is December 13th! 
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 Church Council Minutes ~ November 16, 2020   

The meeting was called to order by President Roger Pieper. Present were: Roger Pieper, Peg Johnson, Jane Kreifels, 

Jason Holman, Connie Jensen, Mike Wieckhorst,  Sarah Bando, and Sandy Ried.  Jason Holman opened the meeting 

with prayer.  The minutes of the previous meeting were read by Jane Kreifels.  Mike made a motion to approve the 

minutes, Connie seconded the motion. The motion passed.       

Sandy gave the financial report.  The grants which were received have to be spent by Dec. 31, 2020.  Mike made a motion 

to approve the report and pay the bills. Jason seconded the motion and the motion passed.  The 2021 budget was        

discussed.  Several questions were discussed.  Mike made a motion to approve the budget to be presented to the                       

congregation.  Jason seconded the motion and the motion passed.  The pledge sheets have been sent out and not many 

have been received back.    

Spiritual Council report (given by Sarah).  The Christmas Eve service will be at 10:30 on Dec 24th.  There will be no           

Christmas day service.  LED lights are being looked into for Christmas Eve candles so that wax does not end up on the 

floor anymore, and glow sticks will be used in place of hand held candles due to Covid to avoid as much contact as            

possible.          

Pastor’s report-(given by Sarah).  The Christmas tree lighting at the court house will be Nov 28th at 5pm.  An anonymous 

donor has offered to pay for the expenses of this.         

Secretary’s report-The roof has been repaired but we have not received the bill for that yet.  The furnaces have been 

fixed.  The parts were under warranty, so we only have to pay for the labor. Ruth Neeman is filling in as organist.  Don 

Loseke will be playing on Nov.22 and Dec. 27.  Spiritual Council is still looking for someone for Christmas Eve.  The            

poinsettias were ordered from Watkin’s True Value.  The ballots were mailed on Nov 9 and are due back on Nov. 30 th.  

The ballots will be counted by the council on Nov. 30th and the results will be mailed to all members shortly after.  Dec.13th 

will be the Christmas program, budget meeting, and election of officers.  The WF soup dinner is still pending.  The      

Women’s fellowship Christmas dinner will be Dec.1 at Valentino’s.  Decorating for Christmas will be Nov.22 after church.  

The Hanging of the Greens is Nov. 29th.  The wedding scheduled for Dec 31 has been postponed until 2022.  The live  

nativity will be Dec 13th,20th and 24th.      

Board of CE-(given by Sarah)-Christmas program dress rehearsal will be Dec 6th.   

Building and Grounds-We are still looking for someone to fill this position.     

Old business-No security report.  The bid for the sound system will be received on Nov. 17th.  Mike contacted 2 companies 

about replacing the glass doors to the south and putting in less glass around the doors.  Snow removal is being supplied 

by Lumber Jack (Maybee’s).  Jane made a motion to designate the Christmas offering to the general fund.  Jason                         

seconded the motion and the motion passed.  Mike had someone examine the tree on the east side who x-rayed the tree 

and said it is not hollow. The tree is in good shape and does not need to removed at this time.  The lawn mower needs to 

be repaired and will be taken care of by Mike and Mark Francis.  The refrigerator still needs to be moved out of the        

parsonage and into the room where the flowers are kept.  Peg made a motion to return all voting at congregational                   

meetings to voters in church on the day of the meeting (this was changed due to the vote for leaving/ staying with the   

United Church of Christ being conducted by mail).  Connie seconded the motion and the motion passed by voice vote.  It 

was decided to give the 2 college students leading the Children’s choir Christmas gift cards for their efforts.  They are   

driving a long ways each week.  They are Kaydi Daught and Maddie (?).   

The next meeting will be Dec. 21, 2020 at 7pm.  Jason made a motion to adjourn, Peg seconded the motion.  The meeting 

was closed with the Lord”s prayer.                        

Respectfully submitted ~ Jane Kreifels, Secretary 
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SPIRITUAL COUNCIL 

The Spiritual Council of Bethel UCC met on November 4, 2020  at 6:00 pm in the Duensing Chapel.  

Present included  Pastor Keith, Dean Griepenstoh, Stephen Luther, Curt Stukenholtz and Nancy Brown.  

President Luther called the meeting to order, opening it with prayer.  Last month’s meeting minutes were 

reviewed and approved with correction to the spelling of Curt’s name, moved by Dean and seconded by 

Curt. 

  

Pastor Keith presented his report. He is thinking of having a more Contemporary service as an additional 

service.  This is just in the rough stages of planning, need to find persons with the musical talent to play.  

Discussion held on Christmas eve service.  We are looking into LED lights for the pew lights in place of 

candles.  White glow sticks have been ordered to be used in place of candles for                                            

congregation to hold. 

 

Old Business:  Curt reported that Midwest Audio is working on a bid. It is unclear if the membership         

letters have gone out, Stephen will check into this.  There has not been any additional forum comments 

received.  It was moved by Dean and seconded by Nancy to table this at this time.  It was decided to use 

the alter cloths that we have.  The green ones are the ones used most often and those were replaced by 

Nina Jean and Arlin Rohlfs. 

 

New Business: The information board is back up, reminding members and guests the Covid precautions 

we are taking.  Pastor is going to start wearing his mask to walk up to the front then remove to speak.  

There will be hand sanitizer provided in the back if members wish to use it.  We will ask Sarah to remind 

members to use masks and sanitizer by using the Beacon and Facebook.  There has not been any one 

contacted to fill the organist position at this time.  Names were placed in order that should be contacted 

and Dean will contact them.   

 

Upcoming Activities: Bethel Brotherhood will be December 5th at Pastor’s shop.  Women's Bible Study is 

continuing at the church.  Family bowling is planned for November 21 at Arbor Links.  $8 will get you a 

drink, shoe rental and unlimited bowling.  Living Nativity is being planned at this time.  Will probably be 

December 12th, 17th, and Christmas eve.  Pastor will again serve as the Town Crier at the opening of 

Downtown  Christmas Festivities.   

 

Closed with the Lords Prayer. 

Submitted by Nancy Brown, Secretary 
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Board of Christian Education meet November 16th at 6pm.  Present were Danielle B. 

and Brenda W.  The Christmas program is December 13th.  On December 6th there 

will be a practice for the program with a time to be determined. 

 

Our next meeting is December 20th at 6pm. 

 

Respectfully summited, 

Danielle Barrett  

 

 

 

On Sunday, December 13th we will be having our annual budget meeting and 

we will be voting in our new board members.  We still have 1 position to fill on 

Church Council.  If you are interested in that position, please let the office 

know. 

 

Nominees for 2021 boards are: 

 

Church Council ~ Rick Shallenberger, Dale Francis, (need one more person) 

 

Spiritual Council ~ Mary Redelfs, Tracy Wieckhorst, Debra Shallenberger  

 

Board of Christian Ed ~ Brenda Wieckhorst, Barb Stukenholtz 

 

Pastor-Parish Relations Council ~ Sandy Ried, Sara Horstmann, Norm Brown 

 

 

Thank you to Mike Wieckhorst and Connie Jensen for making the calls! 
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Women's Bible Study - Wed nights from 6-7pm at Bethel 

“Battlefield of the Mind” by Joyce Meyer.  Join us and begin 

"thinking about what your thinking about".     

 

Christmas Tree Lighting Nov. 28th 

Bethel will once again be the sole sponsor of the tree lighting 

at the courthouse this year at 5 pm.  Everyone is encouraged 

to attend and even Santa will be there!  He will have a mail-

box for the kids to put their letters/wish list in.  Don’t miss it!   

 

Ballots Due November 30th 

Please make sure you have your ballots turned in by                         

November 30th.  Ballots will be counted that day at 3 pm by 

our Church Council.  Return address labels are required in 

order for your vote to be counted.  This is to ensure that no 

one votes more than once.  As envelopes are opened, ballots 

will remain folded and be put in a pile and not looked at until 

all envelopes have been opened to ensure privacy.  Once 

they have been counted, a letter will be sent out to all                     

members with the result of the vote.       

 

Women’s Fellowship Christmas Luncheon 

Women’s Fellowship will be having their Christmas Luncheon 

at Valentino’s on Tuesday, December 1st at Noon.  ALL 

Bethel women and invited and encouraged to attend! 

 

The Town Crier is Back! 

Pastor Keith will be back on Main 

Street the first 3 Fridays in December 

from 12:30—1:30 pm.  Be sure to keep 

an eye out for him and you might even 

win a prize! 
 

Christmas Offering 

The Church Council voted to keep all 

Christmas donations “in house” this 

year and put them towards the General 

Fund. 

 

Live Nativity and Christmas Eve 

 Christmas Eve worship times will be   

7 pm and 10:30 pm. Hopefully this will 

accommodate most everyone. We will 

be having our live nativity that evening 

from 9—10:15 pm and after the 10:30 

pm service for a short time. We will   

also be having the live nativity on                   

December 13th and 20th from 5-8 pm 

(weather permitting).  

 

  BEST WISHES TO THOSE CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAYS IN DECEMBER:                                    

Jared Kreifels 1st       Carrie Ferguson 3rd         Hailey Walters 7th           Mason Wieckhorst 7th        

Cutler Adams 7th       Lydia Nannen 9th         Norman Brown 13th      Erin Johnson 13th    

Kevin Pummel 14th       Sara Horstmann 16th          Jane Kreifels 17th      Karen Pieper 20th    

Roger Pieper 21st       Cliff Stukenholtz 21st         Julia Francis 22nd           Dale Wurtele 24th       

Virginia Miller 25th        Blake Bando 26th        Ray Dyer 27th                  Michelle Francis 27th     

          Shellene Funk 27th            Brett Adams 28th 

                                                                          

                                                           David & Darcy Carpenter                                  
                                              December 12, 1998  
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Jesus is God’s gift to mankind. 

2 Peter 3:9 says, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 

slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone 

to come to repentance.” (NIV) 

God has offered Jesus Christ, his only Son as a gift to us; all we need to do is open it 

– to learn about and know Jesus. Imagine God’s smile as we grow in the knowledge 

of His Son and foster a deep relationship with Him! 

While we contemplate what to get others this Christmas, keep in mind that unlike 

God’s love for us, the material gifts, or presents will eventually wear out, spoil, decay, 

or grow out of style. 

 It was through God’s love that he gave us His Son. The best present we could give 

God the Father is our love, adoration and obedience. 

The best present we could give to others is showing them Jesus – through us! 

After all, why wouldn’t you want to share God’s marvelous gift to someone else? 

Merry Christmas to you and your family! May this season be filled with love, laughter, 

memorable moments, and our Lord’s blessing! 

Blessings, 

Pastor Keith 

 

 

 

 

    IN OUR PRAYERS IN NOVEMBER 

  Justin Williams, Logan Drabek, Rachelle Drabek, Roy Murphy, Tim Worcester, Janice Holman, Lou 

Hauptman, Larry Blocker, the Voelker family, the Zech family, Dakota Miller, NinaJean Rohlfs, Matt     

Myers, Emmett Clark (Sandy Livingston’s grandson), Audrey Graves, Larry Farris, Lisa Newburn,        

Andrew Krogmeier, Lia Bollinger, Brenda Walters, Caleb Bescheinen, Dorothy Jones, Arlen Jones, Joan 

Schroeder, Sam Chaney (great niece of Cindy Kreifels), Brent Livingston, KT Bescheinen, Allan Barrett, 

Josh & Pam Epp and boys (house fire), Julie Holman (Jason Holman’s sister), Dean Biere, Mary & Larry 

Swanson (Roger Pieper’s sister and brother-in-law),  Steve Svatora, those affected by Covid-19,                      

bullying, suicide, and depression, and all who struggle with chronic illness, including those reside in their 

homes and long-term care facilities.  
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THE BETHEL BEACON ~ DECEMBER 2020 

Church Telephone #:  (402) 873-6218  

Email: bethelucchurch1887@gmail.com    

     Website:  www.bethelucchurch.com 

              Find us on  

BETHEL UNITED CHURCH 

OF CHRIST                          

2400 CENTRAL AVE.          

NEBRASKA CITY, NE 

68410 

Keith A. Valenzuela, Pastor 

pkvalenz@gmail.com 

 

Sunday School @ 9 am   
Worship time @ 10:00 am 

 

                         A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR            

Christmas 2020 

 

Christmas really is my favorite time of the year. If I could, I would have a room       

dedicated to Christmas, replete with a fully decorated tree, a train that would chug-

chug around its base, various decorations, and the smells to go with it. 

I blame my mother for this. She would spend an entire week decorating the house – 

and every room for that matter, ensuring that you knew the Valenzuela household was 

in a festive mood. 

Even though things were tight financially, mom made sure we received the things that 

were on our “Christmas list.” My brother and I had plenty of gifts to open; the last 

package we would tear into would be the grand finale – the one we REALLY wanted. 

As usual, mom and dad presented their gifts to each other; dad would get his favorite 

after shave; mom would get an album from Jerry Vale, or something to that effect. The 

bottom line was, it was a time for the kids, and I’m sure they sacrificed all year to 

make it happen for us. 

Now that I’m grown, I’m thankful for the gifts God gives me every day; Another day of 

life; an opportunity to serve as your pastor; family; a wife that loves me; reasonably 

good health for a man of my age, and able to still ride motorcycles. 

I’m sure you would agree that those of us who have little ones in our lives get       

pleasure out of seeing them open up their presents and watch their response; Wide-

eyed surprise, a smile that slowly spreads over their face, followed by enjoying their 

new gift. Seeing their excitement is actually their gift to us!  

I think that is exactly where God the Father is with us.                         Continued next page… 
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