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THE BETHEL BEACON ~ decEMBER 2017 

 

FROM PASTOR DAVID, A MINISTER TO THE MINISTERS OF BETHEL 
 
 

In Matthew’s Gospel there is no journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem. There is no    

mention of taxes or any enrollment. Likewise, there is no journey back to Nazareth. When the 

Magi arrive on the scene about 2 years later, Mary, Joseph and the baby are still in Bethlehem. 

There is no mention of “no room at the inn” and no baby Jesus being born in a stable because 

they didn’t need a room, they didn’t need a stable, they were already there. There are no    

shepherds or stars, but the Holy Family is forced to flee to Egypt to escape the wrath of Herod.  

Luke’s is the preferred narrative. In Luke’s Gospel there are no Magi, no gift, no threat 

and no hiding out in Egypt. Luke tells us about the journey and of the hospitality they discover 

in their own hometown. They are forced to stay in a stable where Jesus is born and laid in a 

manger. Luke’s is the story of shepherds and angels and the discovery of the one who is born 

to redeem his people. We don’t know which of the stories is more accurate, and in our minds 

we have blended these two versions into one because it is easier that way, we don’t have to 

deal with the discrepancies. 

Mark was smart, he didn’t deal with the birth; he chose not to take sides. And for John it 

just wasn’t important. The importance of Jesus’ birth only became significant in later years. 

What was important and what IS important is that God’s Messiah had come! In this   

season we look forward to celebrating, once again, this eternal truth – Christ has come. And, 

we celebrate this truth with the knowledge that Christ will come again. May the                     

acknowledgment of this truth make our Advent Candles of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love shine 

brighter in our lives and in our world. May Peace on Earth and Good Will to all be our goal 

this year and always. 

 

Pastor David 

Church Telephone #:  (402) 873-6218  

Email: betheluccurch1887@gmail.com    

     Website:  www.bethelucchurch.com 

              Find us on  

BETHEL UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST                          

2400 CENTRAL AVE.          
NEBRASKA CITY, NE 

68410 

Rev. David Butz, Pastor 

pastordavidbethelucc@gmail.com 

Sunday School @ 9 am   
Worship time @ 10:00 am 
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IN OUR PRAYERS IN NOVEMBER 

 

  Justin Williams, Betty Blankenship, Logan Drabek,  Mason Wieckhorst,      

Ella Mathisen, Alice Oelke, Don Grundman, Roy Murphy, Tim Worcester,   

JoAnn Weible, Helen Ramold, Dale Wurtele, Dean Hauptman, Quintin        

Holman, Jerry Jensen, Sharon Kotas, Carol Biere, all those affected by the 

church shooting in Texas, the friends and family of Margie Gibbs, and all who 

struggle with chronic illness, including those who reside in their homes and 

long-term care facilities.  

 

Bethel Women's Fellowship hosted the 2017 World Community Day of 
Church Women United on November 3rd @ 1:30.  The Kindling New 

Fires for Peace Worship service began with 24 sisters as well as Pastor 
David singing "Let there Be Peace on Earth", Stacie Higgins shared The 

Edge (Engage, Discover, Grow, Embark) Nebraska City Presentation 
with the group.  This was a well fitting presentation for our worship       
service.  The CWU Blanket Offering was also taken up.  We closed    
singing the hymn "Pass It On" and followed with a community table   

sharing No bake rocky- road cookies from France and Russian          
Teacakes or also called Mexican Wedding Cakes with coffee.                                        

~  Michelle Francis   

 

 
Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive health 
screenings, will offer their affordable, non-invasive and painless health screen-
ings at Bethel United Church of Christ on 1/12/2018.  Five screenings will be 

offered that scan for potential health problems related to: blocked arteries 
which is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which can 

lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong 
predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is 

closely tied to stroke risk; and a bone density screening, for men and women, 
used to assess the risk of osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness Package 

which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 
with our member discount).  All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to com-

plete.  In order to register for this event and to receive a $10 discount off 
any package priced above $129, please call 1-888-653-6441 or visit 

www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or text the word circle to 
797979 

 

 

On Sunday December 17 at 2:30 PM join us for a Service of       

Remembrance for the Time of Advent and Christmas as we  

celebrate a “Blue Christmas”. Christmas can be a painful time 

for some. Come join us during this special service to 

acknowledge our sadness; to know that we are not alone.      

Receive encouragement to live the days ahead of us. 

Nebraska City’s annual Advent Recital for 

2017 will be held again at St. Mary’s 

Catholic Church on Sunday, Dec. 3rd 

from 6-8 pm.  Our choir will be there! 

 

The Women’s Fellowship Christmas 
Luncheon will be held at Valentino’s in 

Nebr. City on Tuesday, December 12th at 

Noon.  ALL Bethel Women are invited! 

 

 

Want to get more out of this season of 
Advent? Why not pick up a book of      

Advent Devotions. These books include 
a passage of Scripture, a short devotion, 
and a closing prayer for each day of the 

season. In honor of the 500th anniversary 
of the Protestant Reformation, the         

selections for 2017 reflect the writings of 

that time. 

 

 

Embracing Forgiveness by Barbara 

Cawthorne Crafton will be our next small 

group study. This Study will begin in    

January. More information will be in the 

Bulletin a few weeks. We will be studying 

forgiveness as, a spiritual gift given freely 

by a God who simply wants to connect 

with us. Over the course of the study, she 

shows how forgiveness can remove the 

tumor of anger from our hearts to become 

a means of grace that gives us back our 

humanity. We will grow to discover the 

transforming power of forgiveness in our 

lives. 

 
Thank you to everyone 

who brightened our   
sanctuary with flowers, 

and who sponsored     
bulletins during the month 

of November. 

tel:(888)%20653-6441
http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
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If you are planning to bring a poinsettia 
to help beautify the sanctuary this 

Christmas season, please be sure to sign 
the list in the back of the sanctuary so 

the names can be published in the          
January Beacon.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Election of church officers for 2017 will 
be held Sunday,  December 10, 2017.  

Installation of new officers will be 
Sunday, January 7, 2018. 

     BEST WISHES TO THOSE CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAYS IN 
DECEMBER 

   Jared Kreifels 1st       Carrie Ferguson 3rd  Hailey Walters 7th        

 Mason Wieckhorst 7th  Lydia Nannen 9th  Norman Brown 13th             

 Erin Johnson 13th  Kevin Pummel 14th  Sara Horstmann 16th                     

 Jane Kreifels 17th  Karen Pieper 20th  Janice Dawson 21st                     

 Roger Pieper 21st  Cliff Stukenholtz 21st    Julia Francis 22nd               

 Dale Wurtele 24th  Virginia Miller 25th       Blake Bando 26th        

 Ray Dyer 27th        Michelle Francis 27th     Shellene Funk 27th  

 

          James & Sharon Herzog                    

         ~ December 5, 1959 ~ 

 

LOOKING AHEAD TO JANUARY 

 

Mon. Jan. 1st:  New Year’s Day ~ Office closed 

Sun. 7th:  Sunday school resumes, Communion & Food Pantry, 

       Installation of officers 

Mon. 8th:  Annual reports are due, Board of Christian Ed.       

        meeting 6pm, Spiritual Council meeting 6:15 pm,     

        Church Council meeting 7 pm 

Fri. 12th:  Life Line Screening in Fellowship Hall 

Sun. 14th:  2nd Quarter Attendance Awards 

Tues. 16th:  Ministerial Association meeting 9 am 

Sun. 21st:  Annual Reports available, Youth Fellowship   

Sun. 28th:  Time & Talent sheet due, Annual meeting 

 

Choir practice every Wednesday at 7pm   

David & Darcy Carpenter                                 
~ December 12, 1998 ~ 
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The Church Council met Nov. 13, 2017.  Present were John Vock, Mike Redelfs, Chip Johnson, Jane Kreifels, Connie 

Jensen, Margaret Brust, Sarah Bando, and Pastor David.    

The meeting was called to order by President John Vock. Pastor David opened with a prayer.  John stated that council 

member Loren Mleynek will be greatly missed as a council member as well as a church member who was always very 

active and kind.  The minutes of the previous meeting were read by Jane Kreifels.  The minutes were corrected to state 

that a shrub was removed at the church not the parsonage.  Chip made a motion to approve the minutes, Connie second-

ed the motion.  The minutes were approved.  

The Thanksgiving dinner was discussed.  85 people were served.  It was decided that 2 hams and 2 turkeys were the  

correct amount to have for next year.   

Sandy Ried gave the financial report.  Sandy suggested that the conference missions Doane College, Kamp Kaleo, and 

Seminary Support payments be withheld until the finances are in better condition.  Connie made a motion to withhold the 

2017 funding of those missions. Chip seconded the motion and the motion passed.  Mike made a motion to accept the 

financial report and pay the bills. Chip seconded the motion and the motion passed.    

                  

Spiritual council report- The council will meet at the end of this month.  The altar repairs are done.  Board of Christian Ed. 

Report- The Christmas program is Dec. 10.  There will be no Board meeting in December.  Pastor’s report- Pastor David 

went to continuing education last week.  The Sunday School hay rack ride was successful.  Pastor David repaired one of 

the lights in the driveway.   

Sarah’s report- The living nativity is being worked on.  On Nov. 17, the growing great kids tree will be put up in the       

sanctuary.   

New business- Jane made a motion to vote on a by-law change reducing the number of persons on the Pastor Parish 

committee from 5 to 3.  Connie seconded the motion.  The motion passed and will be voted on at the next Congregational 

meeting.  The next meeting will be Dec. 11, 2017 at 7 pm.  The meeting was adjourned.      

                                                                                             

Respectfully submitted,  Jane Kreifels (filling in for Norm) 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

President John Vock called the Bethel United Church of Christ 2018 Budget Meeting to order. Pastor David Butz 
gave the opening prayer. Secretary Norman Brown read the minutes from the April 2, 2017 Congregational         
Meeting.  Dean Gripenstroh made a motion and Connie Gieseking seconded to approve the minutes. 
 
Financial Secretary Sandy Ried presented the 2018 Budget. There will be no expenses for the Search Committee or 
moving of the Pastor. Sandy noted that the church is in the red $27,000. Please think and pray about increasing your 
offering to the church to help get the church out of the red. Kassi Holman made a motion and David Carpenter      
seconded to approve the Budget for 2018. The Budget was approved by ballot of 39 to 1. 
 
There being no other business, Adelene Vock made a motion and seconded by Burt Wieble to adjourn. Pastor David 
gave the Closing Prayer. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, Norman Brown 

CHURCH COUNCIL   
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The Board of Christian Education met Monday, November 13, 2017.  Present were 

Carrie Ferguson, Jen Tietz, Pastor David, and Sara Horstmann. 

The group discussed the upcoming Christmas Program on Sunday, December 10th.  

We have all of the props and decorations needed.  Each child will receive a    

packet to read.  Sara will make treat bags for all of the kids.  There will be 2 

cakes served after the service. 

Our next meeting will be January 8, 2018 at 6:00 pm. 

The meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carrie Ferguson 

 

 

 

   
           BOARD  
                  OF  
                    CHRISTIAN  
                                 EDUCATION 

Morning 
Worship 

 10 am 

    FAMILY 
WORSHIP 

  5 PM 

  CANDLE-                    
LIGHT   

WORSHIP 

  10:30 PM 
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Bethel United Church of Christ                

2400 Central Avenue 

Nebraska City, NE  68410 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

SCHEDULED TO SERVE DECEMBER 2017  
 

LAY LEADERS   
Dec. 3   Dec. 10   Dec. 17       Dec. 24   Dec. 31   

Lenny Tietz  Jason Holman  Sarah Bando  Volunteer  Dylan Holman 
 
GREETERS 
Dec. 3   Dec. 10   Dec. 17       Dec. 24   Dec. 31  
John & Margaret Jim & Sharon  Dean & Sue  Need   Larry & LaVonda 
Brust   Herzog   Griepenstroh  Volunteers  Bando 
 
USHERS  
Dec. 3   Dec. 10—Dec. 17      Dec. 24   Dec. 31                                           
Dean & Sue  Stan & Peg Johnson  Church Council Dennis & Carol Marshall  
Griepenstroh  Larry & Tracy Wieckhorst    Norm & Nancy Brown 
                 
SOUND SYSTEM                                                                                        
Dec. 3—Dec. 10  Dec. 17—Dec. 24  Dec. 31              
Chip Johnson  Dennis Marshall   Need volunteer                                            
             
ACOLYTES 
Dec. 3   Dec. 10    Dec. 17       Dec. 24   Dec. 31  
Keston Holman Brianna Johnson  Blake Bando  Nick Brown  Landon F. 
Andrew Stukenholtz Elizabeth Luther  Chloe Barrett  Mason Wieckhorst Lilian G. 
 
    FLOWERS:  Connie Jensen     COOKIE FELOWSHP:  Need volunteers 

                                   

 


