THE BETHEL BEACON

DECEMBER 2015
BILL SWITZER, Pastor
Sunday School @ 9 am
Worship time @ 10:00 am

BETHEL UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
2400 CENTRAL AVE.
NEBRASKA CITY, NE
68410

Church Telephone #: (402) 873-6218
Emergency: (402) 6369-0842 (Pastor Bill)

Email: betheluccurch1887@gmail.com
Website: www.bethelucchurch.com

Find us on

Can we see the face of God at Christmas?

just thinking…

"Simeon took him in his
arms and praised God,
saying, 'Master, now you
are dismissing your servant
in peace, according to your
word; for my eyes have
seen your salvation.'"

Luke 2:29-31
When the elderly Simeon
looked upon the face of
baby Jesus he prayed, "My
eyes have seen your
salvation. "It was a bold
thing to say. Up to that
point no one had seen the
face of God except Moses,
also at the very end of his
life. There's a lesson here:
The closer we are to birth
or death, the more likely
we are to see the face of
God.

Seeing the face of God in Jesus is the
promise of Christianity.
Does it make any difference?

Dominus vobiscum this Advent & Christmas

Bill

...just thinking

Notice of Proposed Amendment to By-laws

Notice of Meeting to Amend By-laws
Currently, paragraph C (Business Meetings), subsection 3, reads in pertinent part as follows:
A quorum at any congregational meeting shall consist of sixty (60) members.
Paragraph C, subsection 3, shall be amended to read, in pertinent part and emphasis supplied only for
recognition of the change proposed: A quorum at any congregational meeting shall consist of forty
(40) members.
The balance of Paragraph C (Business Meetings), subsection 3, shall remain unchanged as set for in
the By-laws. After amendment, the above By-law shall read as follows:
BY-LAW IV – SERVICES AND MEETINGS
C. Business Meetings:
3. A quorum at any congregational meeting shall consist of forty (40) members. When a
quorum is not present for a duly called meeting of the congregation, that meeting shall be
postponed for one week at which time voting members present will constitute a quorum.
The proposed Amendment to the By-laws will come before the congregational on Sunday, December
13, 2015, immediately follow Worship.

BETHEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Monthly Statement By Sandy Ried
Octoberber 2015
Current Expenses/Income………………..
Missionary Fund OCWM……………………
Capital/Improvement Fund…...………….

Balance
5169.05
550.00
37,900.21

Organ Maintenance Fund..…………….…
Elevator Fund…………………..……………..
Other………………………..........................

2,000.00
16,829.43
1300.48
$53,411.07

A more detailed report has been posted on the church bulletin board.
Copies will be made available upon request.

IN OUR PRAYERS IN NOVEMBER:

Justin Williams, Betty Blankenship, Logan Drabek, Mason
Wieckhorst, Ella Mathisen, Helen Ramold, Cathy Blankenship,
FOR ALL WEATHER RELATED
Ruth Wurtele, John Ensign, Alex Peter, Alice Oelke, Gladys Huss, CANCELLATIONS AT BETHEL
Don Grundman, the family and friends of Jim Holman, and all who UCC, PLEASE LISTEN TO B103.1
OR CHECK THE CHURCH
struggle with chronic illness, those confined to their homes & to
WEBSITE @
long term care facilities.

Nebraska City’s annual Advent Recital for www.bethelucchurch.com.
2015 will be held again at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church on Sunday, Dec. 6th from

Women’s Fellowship

6-8 pm.

Come celebrate
“The Reason for the Season”!

Lunch with Bethel Women at
Christmas Eve service is at 7 pm
Valentino’s in the party room
with altar communion. Children
Tuesday, December 15th at
will receive a special blessing
Noon.
by Pastor Bill. There will be no All Bethel women are members!
service Christmas Day due to low
Our Sunday school
attendance.
Christmas program
and the election of
COMMITTEE UPDATE
church officers is
Sunday, Dec. 13th!

Our search committee has been meeting and are still in the
process of receiving and reviewing profiles. We have conducted 3
interviews total so far. We would still like to do more interviews, so
stay tuned!
Sunday
school
Christmas
program
practice.
Aren’t
they cute?

If you are planning to bring a
poinsettia to help beautify the
sanctuary this Christmas season,
please be sure to sign the list in the
back of the sanctuary so the
names can be published in the
January Beacon. You may start
bringing them on Sunday,
November 29th.
Thank you to everyone
who brightened our
sanctuary with flowers,
and who sponsored
bulletins during the month
of November .

Terrorist Attacks Condemned by Global Ministries &
World Council of Churches
November 15, 2015 Written by Connie Larkman

As the people of France grapple with the horror of the latest deadly terrorist attack
that left 129 dead, placing candles, flowers and messages outside a Paris cafe, one of
several locations targeted by ISIS Friday night, leadership of the United Church of
Christ denounced the violence that is terrorizing countries around the world.
"Across the United Church of Christ, we join our hearts with people of faith,
conscience and good will as we pray for those who are grieving the tragic loss of life
in Paris, Beirut, Syria; and all worldwide who are impacted by terror and violence,"
said the Rev. Dr.John C. Dorhauer General Minister and President. "We pledge anew
to never shirk from the call of our peaceful Creator to work for a better way, a better
future, rooted in peace, shalom, salaam for all humankind."
The Common Global Ministries Board of Directors of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) and the United Church of Christ, meeting this weekend in Cleveland,
condemned the terrorist attacks in Paris and Beirut, asserting "We reject the use of
religion to justify violence."
In a statement, the board said, "We will continue to be among the many voices of
churches and faith-based organizations—Christian, Muslim, Jewish, and others—that
steadfastly oppose such violence, and that detest the employment of sacred texts to
justify such acts. We walk with the people of Lebanon and France, of the Middle East
and Europe, and of the entire world, accompanying them in their times of tragedy and
despair, hoping with them for release."
More than 350 people were injured in the coordinated attacks around Paris on Friday,
Nov. 13, which French President Francois Hollande called the "an act of war."
Coming just 10 months after the attack on the satirical Charlie Hebdo magazine, it
was the deadliest terrorist attack in Europe since the Madrid train bombings of 2004,
in which 191 people died. And it came less than two weeks after a Russian plane
crashed in Sinai -- downed, intelligence officials believe, by a terrorist bomb -- killing
all 224 people aboard.
The World Council of Churches (WCC), in a statement on Saturday, also spoke out
against the brutality in Paris: "We cannot and do not accept that such a terrorist
atrocity can ever be justified in the name of God or of any religion. Violence in the
name of religion is violence against religion. We condemn, reject and denounce it. Let
us confront it by holding firm to and upholding the democratic, intercultural and human
rights values that this terrorism seeks to attack."
The WCC statement, as with Global Ministries, pledged and encouraged prayer for
and solidarity with the victims and those close to them.

BEST WISHES TO THOSE CELEBRATING THEIR
BIRTHDAYS & WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
IN DECEMBER
Carrie Ferguson 3rd

Hailey Walters 7th

Mason Wieckhorst 7th

Lydia Nannen 9th

Jared Kreifels 11th

Norman Brown 13th

Erin Johnson 13th

Kevin Pummel 14th

Sara Horstmann 16th

Jane Kreifels 17th

Karen Pieper 20th

Janice Dawson 21st

Roger Pieper 21st

Cliff Stukenholtz 21st

Julia Francis 22nd

Dale Wurtele 24th

Virginia Miller 25th

Blake Bando 26th

Ray Dyer 27th

Michelle Francis 27th

Shellene Funk 27th

LOOKING AHEAD ~ JANUARY
Fri. 1st: New Year’s Day ~ Office closed
Sun. 3rd: Sunday school classes resume
Communion/Food pantry/Installation of Officers
Tues. 5th: Spiritual Council mtg. 6 pm
Board of Christian Education mtg. 7 pm
Sun. 10th: 2nd Qtr. Sunday school attendance
awards
Time and Talent forms due
Mon. 11th: Annual reports are due
Tues. 12th: Church Council meeting 7 pm
Sun. 17th: Youth Fellowship
Tues. 19th: Ministerial Assoc. mtg. 9 am
Mon. 25th: Meals on Wheels 1 1 am
Sun. 31st: Annual Meeting following worship
*Choir practice on Wednesdays at 7 pm*

James & Sharon Herzog
~ December 5, 1959 ~

David & Darcy Carpenter
~ December 12, 1998 ~

2016 Bethel UCC Officer Ballot
Submitted by nominating committee
(Jen Hamilton*, Larry Bando*, Janice Dawson*, Arlin Rohlfs, Teri Stukenholtz)

Church Council
Loren Mleynek, Connie Jensen, Jane Kreifels, John Vock

Spiritual Council
Cindy Weible, Burt Weible
Board of Christian Education
Sarah Horstmann, Jamie Horstmann
Pastor Parish

Jerry Gieseking, Brian Bando
Delegates, Nebr. Conference
Dan Hamilton, Jen Hamilton, Paula Ramold
Alternate: Greg Ramold
Delegates, Heartland Assoc.

Norm Brown, Nancy Brown, Connie Gieseking
Alternate: Jerry Gieseking

The Nominating Committee expresses its appreciation for the involvement of all those
who have agreed to serve. It is the dedication of the persons who accepted these
positions that will keep our church going forward in the years to come.
May God Bless You and Guide You…..

ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING 2015
On Nov. 15, 2015, a congregational meeting was held to approve the
annual budget. Lenny Tietz, council president, called the meeting to
order. Peg Johnson, council secretary, read the minutes of the
previous congregational meeting. Motion to approve minutes was
made by David Carpenter and seconded by Gene Nannen. Motion
carried.
Budget committee member, Sandy Ried, presented the 2016 annual
budget. There were no questions, David Carpenter made motion to
approve, Gene Nannen seconded, ballots were distributed to
members and motion carried to accept budget by a vote of 46 to
one.
Lenny discussed Church Council actions to change the by-law
congregational meeting quorum number from 60 to 40. This will be
printed in the Beacon and voted on at Dec. 13 congregational
meeting to elect officers.
With no other business, Dennis Marshall made motion to adjourn and
seconded by David Carpenter. Motion carried and meeting closed
with Pastor Bill leading the benediction.
Respectfully submitted,
Peg Johnson, secretary

SPIRITUAL
COUNCIL
Bethel United Church of Christ
Spiritual Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, November 10, 2015
5:45 pm
Pastor’s Office
Present: President Arlin Rohlfs, Vice-President Dennis Marshall, Secretary LaVonda Bando,
Larry Bando and Pastor Bill
Absent: Stephen Luther
Pastor Bill opened with a word prayer. Dennis made a motion to accepted secretary minutes
and Larry second motion. Motion carried.
Pastoral Report:
Working with the new copier and learning all the new features; Church office is getting a new
computer through a Friends of Faith grant; The Board of Christian Education and Sunday
school kids are working on their Christmas program for December 12; No quorum for the
church budget meeting; Forming a Transition Team
Old Business:
Look over the Request & Message Brochure
Arlin gave a sound system report. The sound system is very old. The sanctuary will need to
make improvement in sound and lighting to keep up with the new digital electronics age.
New Business:
Discuss the duties for the Annual Thanksgiving dinner. Arlin, Stephen and LaVonda would
bring the stuffing for the meal.

Discuss serving communion on Christmas Eve.
The Spiritual Council approved the moving of the church centennial quilt from the stage area
to the top of west double doors of the sanctuary.
The next regular monthly meeting will be Tuesday, December 8, 2015 at 5:45 pm in Pastor’s
office.
Secretary,
LaVonda Bando

cHURCH COUNCIL
Church Council met at 7:00 pm on Nov. 10, 2015. Members present were Lenny Tietz, Jen Hamilton, Peg Johnson,
David Carpenter, Dean Griepenstroh and Gene Nannen. Also attending were Sarah Bando, Sandy Ried, Margaret Brust,
Arlin Rohlfs and Danielle Barrett. Jen called the meeting to order.
Secretary minutes were accepted by motion from Dean and seconded by Gene. Motion carried.
Memorial report by Margaret included discussion of sign work by Adkins, use of some memorials for church upkeep and
discussion of designated usage of Hesemann Fund.
Paying of bills and the financial report from Sandy were accepted by motion from Peg and seconded by Dean. Motion
carried.
Pastor Bill reported Christmas Eve communion will take place on lower level of floor with both sides of church communing
at one time, the possibility of having a Passover meal on Maundy Thursday and hospital visits. The transition team
members will be Burt Weible, Carrie Stukenholtz, Paula Ramold and Dan Hamilton. They will recommend to the Church
Council actions they feel will benefit the church in various ways.
Sarah reported the new copier is working well and the computer is ordered. Bethel UCC received $1650 grant to pay for
the computer and obtain Fareway gift cards for Thanksgiving to go to the needy.
Arlin reported the Spiritual Council has completed a pamphlet to be placed in the pews and local areas in town to increase
awareness of our church. Christmas Eve service will be at 7:00 pm with the Church Council ushering and Spiritual
Council serving communion.

Danielle Barrett from the Board of Christen Ed expressed thanks to Stukenholtz family for the hayride, Christmas program
going well and needs to get a list of participants.
Dean reported for Bldg. and Grounds that the shed is progressing nicely, need to be sure all clocks and timers adjusted
for DST, the ice machine has been fixed and looking further into immediate repair of parking lot with more extensive repair
done next Spring.
No stewardship report.
Search committee has interviewed three candidates, but still receiving profiles and continue looking.
Old Business-Gene and Kay Nannen would like to purchase additional pieces for the altar nativity scene. Motion to allow
this by David and seconded by Jen. Motion carried. Discussion held on possible fund raisers involving use of parking lot
for Applejack and doing Trunk or Treating. Lenny looking for people to be on nominating committee. Arlin Rohlfs
volunteered.
New Business-Pastor Bill agreed Bethel UCC could be used as a safe place for people in case of emergencies after
discussion with Mr. Hoover. Dean made a motion and David seconded the motion to amend bylaw for a change in
quorum number from 60 to 40 members necessary for congregational meeting to take place. Motion carried. This will be
announced to congregation at budget meeting, placed in Dec. Beacon and voted on at election of officers meeting on Dec.
13, 2015. Annual meeting will take place on last Sunday in January of 2016.
Next meeting will be Dec. 8 at 7:00 pm. Motion to adjourn by David and seconded by Gene. Motion carried. We closed
with the Lord's Prayer.

Respectfully submitted, Peg Johnson—Secretary

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

The Board of Christian Education met on November 3, 2015. Present were board
members Nancy Hunt, Danielle Barrett, and Christine Parkyn. Pastor Switzer
was also present. The meeting was opened with prayer. The minutes from the
previous meeting were read and approved.
A thank-you card will be brought to Sunday School for the hayrack ride so the
kids can sign it. First quarter attendance awards will be presented in church on
November 8th.
The board discussed the food assignments for the church Thanksgiving meal on
November 15th; the board is responsible for bringing rolls and mashed potatoes.
Upcoming church dates of the 22nd to decorate and Hanging of the Greens on the
29th were also discussed.

Update on the December 13th Christmas Program was covered. Props are being
procured. Status of parts for two kids was discussed. Follow-up on this item will
be via e-mail. Use of the microphones during practice was also discussed; the
sound system individual or the choir directors can turn on the system. The
congregation will be invited to sing the Christmas songs during the program with
the kids.
Other items discussed involved early planning for next year. Danielle attended a
Trunk and Treat event and suggested the board consider holding a similar event
at Bethel. VBS planning was covered. Pastor updated the board on the
Confirmation class and covered upcoming changes in the office (new computer
and printer).
Next meeting was set for December 1, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. The meeting was
adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submittedChristine Parkyn

BETHEL BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE

The Bethel UCC building and grounds committee met at 10AM Saturday,
November 21. Dean G., Jerry G., Dan and Jen H. were present. Many
projects, large and small, have either been attended to or completed since
our last meeting in September. There was no October meeting due to
schedule conflicts.
Things on our list that need attention in the short term include:
Sewer treatment in downstairs drains. It was recommended that we do
this twice per year.
Fix outdoor yard light top covers. A few seem to be loose and will blow off
in strong wind. Also need to look into the timer they are on as they were
on as we drove up at 10AM.
Deer tree rubbing issues have been noticed in the church yard. This is
being taken care of.
Downstairs kitchen door and a stage closet door need attention. Dan H. is
working on this.
The back parking lot will be cold patched within the next few days. This
includes filling those left over larger cracks so water won't freeze and
expand inside them, causing bigger issues this winter. Cold patching is a
simple process and can be done in any weather. Bids will be collected
beginning in Febr. 2016 for the complete resurfacing of the asphalt parking
lot.
There are extra Christmas decorations left from cleaning the stage area
that will be stored away upstairs with the rest of the decorations following
the Christmas season.
Continued on next page…..

Projects needing completed this spring:
Painting outdoor trim on the parsonage and a few locations on the church.
Removal of the rest of the small shrubs on the east side of the church.
One dead shrub and a small dead tree were removed in that same location
recently. We are thinking river rock will replace the trees, please let us
know of any ideas you may have.
Window wells at the parsonage.
Items that were able to be crossed off of the to-do list include:
Downspout on the church where dirt was washing out was fixed,
replacement of sanctuary overhead light bulbs, sanctuary vent cover
reattached, downstairs stage area and closet rooms cleaned out thanks to
the YF kids and a hole has been dug for the new basketball hoop location.
The new church mower shed continues to progress. Be sure to take a
look. A big thank you to the many people who have put their time and
energy into this project, esp. Jerry Gieseking who has spent countless
hours on the building project.
A few things we hope to bring to research and bring to the church councils
attention include the need for programmable thermostats, the finalized
plans for locking the church, etc. following morning worship and what stage
of planning we are in as far as replacing the sanctuary carport doors for
more energy efficient ones. Note: the stained glass will be kept as part of
this project.
As a reminder, please let the church office know of any building and
grounds concerns you may have or write them on the "fix-it" sheet on the
back bulletin board. Also, everyone is invited to be a part of the building
and grounds committee. We try to meet monthly on the 3rd Saturday at
10AM at the church if at all possible. We welcome your ideas and
concerns.
Jen Hamilton

ANNUAL THANKSGIVING DINNER 2015
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HELPED MAKE THIS YEAR’S DINNER A
SUCCESS!

SCHEDULED TO SERVE DECEMBER 2015
LAY LEADERS
Dec. 6
Lenny Tietz

Dec. 13
Jason Holman

Dec. 20
Adelene Vock

Dec. 27
Jen Tietz

GREETERS
Dec. 6
John & Margaret
Brust

Dec. 13
Jim & Sharon
Herzog

Dec. 20
Dean & Sue
Griepenstroh

Dec. 27
Jane Kreifels
Cindy Kreifels

USHERS
Dec. 6
Dean & Sue Griepenstroh
Jamie Horstmann, Sara Horstmann
SOUND SYSTEM
Dec. 6
Dennis Marshall

Dec. 13—Dec. 20
Kevin Pummel

ACOLYTES
Dec. 6
Christian Tietz
Madisen Tietz

Dec. 13
Quintin Holman
Keston Holman

Dec. 13—Dec. 20
Stan & Peg Johnson
Larry & Tracy Wieckhorst
Dec. 27—Jan. 3
Chip Johnson
Dec. 20
Nick Brown
Volunteer

FLOWERS ~ Connie Jensen

Bethel United Church of Christ
2400 Central Avenue
Nebraska City, NE 68410
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

December

2015

Dec. 27—Jan. 3
Dennis & Carol Marshall
Norm & Nancy Brown

Dec. 27
Jason Stukenholtz
Andrew Stukenholtz

COOKIE FELOWSHP ~ Sandy Ried & Bonnie or Connie

