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THE BETHEL BEACON               

A Note From The Pastor 
 
 “It’s the most wonderful time of the year!”  Well, that’s what the song says.  The song suggests it’s that time of 

the year when people are decking the halls, jingling their bells, and roasting chestnuts on an open fire.  But, popular me-

dia bombards us with images of what our Christmas ought to look like: sparkling trees with gifts brightly wrapped 

around it, the table filled with food and friends and family surrounding it, and the open fireplace crackling as carolers 

sing merrily outside the door. 

 For many the scenes depicted above are a far cry from what Christmas will really be like.  Where is the joy?  

How can we rejoice?  What do we do when things do not turn out the way we wish they would; especially at Christmas?   

 Joy isn’t a word we use too often.  But rather, happiness is the word we are much more familiar with.  Although 

the Bible is not opposed to people being happy, joy goes much deeper than happiness because happiness usually depicts 

a temporary feeling.  We are happy when we get a Christmas card or a phone call from someone we haven’t seen or 

heard from in a while.  But, after a few days the happiness fades away and is seemingly gone.  This is because happiness 

is a feeling, and that is what feelings do.  They come and go with the emotional highs and lows of our daily lives.  Joy is 

so much more than mere happiness.  Joy is that deep sense of trust that, no matter what happens; we know we are in 

God’s hands.  And to find true joy is to trust God completely because we know that God will not let us down.  So many 

times we read about joy in the Bible and we become confused; we don’t make a connection with the joy we read of in 

the Bible because we equate joy with happiness. 

 In other words, let’s look at the young and frightened Mary.  Despite being very young and frightened, words of 

hope and joy are Mary’s response to the news that she is about to be the mother of God’s chosen One.  Mary, a single, 

young Jewish woman pregnant?  She had so many strikes against her under the ideals of her world.  She would have to 

explain to Joseph, she would fear being stoned to death for conceiving a child as an unwed mother.  But, Mary against 

all the odds trusts God with her very life.   

 Mary proclaims the power and the faithfulness of God.  Mary proclaims the God of her life whose power she 

trusts to transform all things.  Mary found great joy because she trusted that, no matter what, she was in God’s hands and 

she trusted God to not let her down.   

 During this Season of Advent we are to be about the business of preparing for the birth of the Savior.  Jesus is 

the One we are waiting for; God’s gift of joy to fill our heart, our soul, and our mind that the world can neither give nor 

take away.  God in Jesus the Christ is the joy of Christmas!!  

The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will con-

ceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 

Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end"(Luke 1:30-33). 
 

Shalom, 

Pastor Rodger 
 

Check out our new church website at: 

 www.bethelucchurch.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good  
tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 

  For there is born to you this day in the city of David  
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” 

 (Luke 2:10-11). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to Chad and Danielle 
(Weible) Barrett on the birth of their 

daughter, Morgan Rose, born October 13, 
2011.  She weighed 9 lbs., 9.2 oz. and was 

20.75 inches.   

 
 

BETHEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST       

                

Monthly Statement By Brenda J. Wieckhorst    

 

                       

September 2011             Balance                               October 2011                                    Balance 

Current Expenses…………………………. (12,340.54)                Current Expenses…………………….. (12,340.54) 

Missionary Fund OCWM……………………… 3077.00   Missionary Fund OCWM………………… 3,349.50 

Improvement Fund…...……………………. 14,687.44   Improvement Fund…...……………..…. 14,704.94 

Capital Project Fund..…………………….. 14,882.59   Capital Project Fund..…………………  14,882.59 

Organ Maintenance Fund..…………….….. 2,000.00   Organ Maintenance Fund..………...….. 2,000.00 

Bethel Beacon………………….................... (543.34)   Bethel Beacon…………………................ (918.22) 

Elevator Fund…………………..………………. 2340.14   Elevator Fund…………………..…………   2,999.32 

Other………………………............................. (188.36)   Other………………………......................... (107.36) 

Total…………………………………… .….... $25,101.41   Total……………………………………....  $24,570.23 

 

 

A more detailed report has been posted on the church bulletin board.   

Copies will be made available upon request 
 

       

 
 
 



 

SPIRITUAL COUNCIL 

 
 

 
Meeting was called to order on November 1, 2011.  

  

Terri Stukenholtz, Jake Sinner, Katherine Walters, Kay Nannen, and Pastor Rodger were  

present.   

 

Minutes from the October meeting were read and approved. 

 

In old business, there was some discussion about moving the altar table forward.   

 

Deb Kuhn will return in November to play the organ.  Our thanks to Marion Hodde for filling in over the sum-

mer months.   

 

In new business, Pastor will meet with incoming members on November 3rd.   

 

Jake Sinner moved to reinstate Dale Wurtele to the membership roles.  Teri Stukenholtz  

seconded.   

 

Christmas Eve services were discussed.  It was determined service would be at 7:30 pm this year.   

 

A baptism for the Wieckhorst triplets will be held November 6th. 

 

We closed with the Lord’s prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kay M. Nannen 

 



  
IN OUR PRAYERS IN NOVEMBER:   
 
Marie Ritter, David Weik, Lorraine  
Cooper, Reva Berthold, Jeanene  
Pummel, S SGT Allen R. Scott, Diane 

Manthei, Troy Jensen, Cathy Kotschwar, Kay 
Nannen, Tiffany Orchard, Todd Burpo and 
family, the family and friends of  Shirley Roll, 
Roy Murphy, Arlis Luther, and all those  
affected by the flooding. 

 
Thank you to everyone who 

brightened our sanctuary with 
flowers, and who sponsored 

bulletins during the month of  
November. 

                                   

 
Nebraska City’s annual  
Advent Recital for 2011 
will be held again at St. 

Mary’s Catholic Church on 
Sunday, December 4,  

from 6-8 p.m. 
 

Please remember to turn in  

your Time & Talent sheets asap!  

 Thank you!!! 
 

                                                                            
Thank you to  

everyone who helped 
assemble the  

December edition of 
the Bethel Beacon. 

 

Remember, if you would like to continue 

to receive the Beacon by mail, please 

sign the sheet at the back of the  

Sanctuary or call the church office by the 

end of this year. Beginning in January, the Beacon 

will only be available online or on the usher’s table 

unless you have signed up.  Thank you! 

         

Election of Church  

Officers is Sunday,  

December 11th. 

Pastor Rodger & Susan invite you to the  
  annual open house at the parsonage on  

Sunday, December 18th from 2-4 pm. 
Please mark your calendar for this special event! 

 

FOR ALL  

WEATHER  

RELATED  

CANCELLATIONS   

AT BETHEL UCC, PLEASE 

LISTEN TO KNCY OR CHECK 

THE CHURCH WEBSITE @ 

www.bethelucchurch.com 



  **LOOKING AHEAD**           

 

  ~JANUARY~ 
 

Sunday, Jan. 1st:  No Sunday school 

                              Everyone to ring church bell  

             Rev. Roddy Dunkerson as guest minister 

Tuesday, Jan. 3rd:  Spiritual Council 6 pm,  

                                  Board of Christian Ed. 7 pm 

Sunday, Jan. 8th:  Sunday school resumes 

                                Installation of new officers 

         1987 Centennial Pageant Rerun 

Tuesday, Jan. 10th:  Church Council 7 pm 

Sunday, Jan. 15th:  End of Second Quarter 

           Time & Talent sheets due 

                                 All reports due for Annual Meeting 

Sunday, Jan. 22nd:  2nd Quarter Sunday school awards 

                                  Sr. Youth Fellowship 

Monday, Jan. 23rd:  Meals on Wheels 11 am 

Sunday, Jan. 29th:  Bethel Annual Meeting following  

           morning worship & Soup dinner fund  

           raiser for Celebrate 125 Committee 

                      (open to the public) 

Monday, Jan. 30th:  Meals on Wheels 11 am 

 

 

 

BEST WISHES TO THOSE CELEBRATING THEIR 

 BIRTHDAYS  & WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES IN  

DECEMBER 

 

 

      BIRTHDAYS 

Hailey Walters ~7th Mason Wieckhorst ~7th Norman Brown ~13th Kevin Pummel ~14th  

Sara Horstmann ~16th Janice Dawson ~21st Cliff Stukenholtz ~21st Julia Francis ~22nd  

Dale Wurtele ~24th Virginia Miller ~25th Blake Bando ~26th Shellene (Bando) Funk ~27th    

Ray Dyer ~27th  Michelle Francis ~27th 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Service 

 will be at 7:30 pm  
this year. 

 

 

 

 

The position of Co-Courtesy Chairman 

 for funeral and celebration luncheons 

 is now available. 

  If anyone is interested,  

please contact the office. 

Thank you!   

 
  

We are having a fund raiser!  

Calendars are for sale in the 

back of the church for $6 

each.  You may leave your money in the 

basket next to the box.  Proceeds will 

go to UC Believers.  

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Mr. & Mrs. James Herzog ~December 5th 

Mr. & Mrs. Joy Reese ~December 17th 

Mr. & Mrs. Pat Haverty ~December 18th 



Church Website 

 In an earlier issue of The Beacon it was reported that the Church Council had approved 

the development of a church website.  The website is up and running and I hope you will go 

and browse the site.  It is by no means finished, but by the end of the year we hope to have the 

website fully functional.  The website will be continually updated with announcements, the 

calendar, the church newsletter, our member directory, and other various items of interest.  You 

will be able to print the church calendar from this website as well as make prayer requests.  To 

make a prayer request on the website simply click on the prayer tab and a box will open in the 

left margin so you can leave your prayer requests.  If you want to get into the password re-

stricted parts of the website please contact the church office.  The website will allow us to de-

liver The Beacon electronically.  However, the Church Council realizes that not everyone has a 

means to receive the newsletter electronically.  That being said, The Beacon will still be mailed 

to those who do not have internet access.  We realize how important The Beacon is to those 

who are confined to their homes.  The Beacon will still be made available in paper format.  

Please notify the Church Office if you would like The Beacon mailed to you.  The Beacon 

may also be picked up when attending church.  Please call the Church Office with any ques-

tions.  Visit Bethel’s website at www.bethelucchurch.com.   

http://www.bethelucchurch.com


 

 

 

Meals~On~Wheels 

Bethel UCC delivers meals every 4th and 5th Monday 

Pastor needs volunteers to help him with these  

deliveries. 

This is about a 30min. commitment once or twice a 

month, but it has such a huge impact to those receiving 

the meals. 

Please prayerfully consider assisting with this mission. 

See Pastor Rodger for more information and to  

volunteer.  

CELEBRATE 125 COMMITTEE 

When the Celebrate 125 Committee met for the first time on March 5, 2010, the year 2012 seemed a long 
way away.  Now here we are—2012, as this is being written, is 6 weeks away!  As our committee met re-
cently on November 17th, we feel we have our plans well organized for a grand celebration.  There are, of 
course, a few planned events that need a little “sprucing up”, but in general, our plans are taking shape and 
as Chairman, I am pleased.  Committee members Margaret Brust, Michelle Francis, Mary Redelfs and Pastor 
Good are to be commended for their attention, support, and leadership in these plans. 

Our celebration will “kick off” with the ringing of our 100 year old bell by everyone who comes to church of 
January 1st.  As you come into the church, plase take your turn at ringing the bell.  The ushers will assist you.  
As you rigng the bell, we ask that you do this in remembrance of Joan Sinner who was originally a member of 
our committee.  Joan’s birthday was January 1st, and she was looking forward to ringing the bell on her 79th 
birthday. 

The Rev. Roddy Dunkerson, Nebraska Conference Minister, will be our guest minister on January 1st.  We 
look forward to his participation in our service. 

Since we have many new members since our centennial celebration in 1987, we felt it was appropriate to 
show the video of our 1987 pageant.  That tells the story of our first 100 years, and gives everyone a good 
overview of the history of our church.  Furthermore, it will give the participants in the pageant at that time a 
chance to see themselves “in the pageant”.  This will occur January 8th. 

On January 29th, we will be hosting a soup dinner open to the public, under the direction of Michael Wieck-
horst.  Plans are to serve soup, sandwiches, and desserts.  Members of the congregation will be asked to fur-
nish desserts.  Watch for details as the time draws nearer.  A free-will donation will be received. 

As I indicated in my report in last months Beacon, we are working on a couple of ideas for “souvenirs” to em-
phasize our 125th anniversary.  We hope to have these available by March 1st. 

You will not want to miss the church service on March 11th when Music Directors Connie Gieseking and Jen-
nifer Hamilton are planning a special Sunday morning musical. 

Another special service will be Palm Sunday, April 1st, when we will honor those Bethel Church members 
who have been members for 50 years or longer.  After a careful search of the church records, we have found 
80 persons who can claim this accomplishment.   

More news about our plans next issue!  ~Adelene Vock     



The Church Council met on Nov 8, 2011.  Present were Burt Weible, Rick Shallenberger, 
Sara Horstman, Jane Kreifels, Pastor Good, Margaret Brust, Frank Malzer, Sarah Bando, and 
Brenda Wieckhorst.  The meeting was opened with a prayer. 
 
Brenda Wieckhorst gave the financial report.  The monthly bills were approved. There was 
no fundraising report or memorial fund report.  
 
Pastor Good gave his report.  He noted that he had 1 funeral & 1 wedding coming up.  He 
said that several new members are joining soon.  The Christmas mission was discussed.  This 
will involve gift cards from businesses for families that are involved with SENCA, due to gov-
ernment changes in how SENCA handles things.  There will be more details about this mis-
sion later.  Also, a fund raiser for Kamp Kaleo improvements was briefly discussed. 
 
The Christmas Eve service will be at 7:30 with usual Sunday worship on Christmas morning. 
 
Sarah Bando gave the Board of Christian Ed report.  
  
In old business, the pictorial directory is still being discussed. 
 
The annual meeting will be January 29.  The annual reports from the various boards will be 
due Jan 15.  Dec 11 will be election of officers. 
    
Frank reported that the Reuter organ company will replace some valves on the organ before 
Christmas.  He said that some spots on the carport were tuck pointed to prevent further dete-
rioration.  
   
The next meeting will be Dec 13, 2011 at 7 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jane Kreifels, substitute secretary 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 



 

The Board of Christian Education met on Tuesday, November 1, 2011.  Present were 

Pastor Rodger Good, Ricki Sinner, Joni Flewelling, Carrie Ferguson, and Sarah Bando. 
 

The meeting opened with prayer. 

 

Minutes from our last meeting were reviewed. 

 

First Quarter Attendance Awards were discussed.  They will be Sunday, November 6th.   

 

The Sunday school Christmas Program will be December 18th.  Also that day, we will be 

having our “Happy Birthday, Jesus” party again with birthday cake instead of cookies 

following  

worship.  Treat bags will be handed out to the kids who attend service that day.  We 

will be assembling those at our next meeting. 

 

The Board of Christian Ed. will be in charge of the December cookie fellowship. 

 

There will be no Sunday school on Dec. 25th or Jan. 1st. 

 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, December 6th at 7:00 p.m. 

 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

We’d like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sarah Bando 
 

 

Board of Christian Education 



 

Congratulations to Noah Hamilton on getting his first deer ever 

 on the very first day on hunting season!!  Way to go, Noah!! 

KID’S PAGE 



Bethel United Church of Christ                

2400 Central Avenue 

Nebraska City, NE  68410 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Scheduled to serve December 2011 
 
LAY LEADERS                                                                                                                                                 
Dec. 4   Dec. 11   Dec. 18   
Adelene Vock  Cindy Kriefels  Dennis Marshall                   
   
GREETERS 
Dec. 4    Dec. 11   Dec. 18   
Delphine Griepenstroh  Marilyn Weible  Marshall  
Kathy Clymens   Ardell Simrell  Family 
  
USHERS    
Dec. 4    Dec. 11    Dec. 18     
Harold & Gladys Huss  Harold & Gladys Huss  Frank & Pam Malzer 
Joan Weible/Helen Ramold Joan Weible/Helen Ramold Judy Nienkamp/Katie Chapin 
 
SOUND SYSTEM  
Dec. 4   Dec. 11   Dec. 18   Dec. 25  
Dennis Marshall Dennis Marshall Cliff Stukenholtz Cliff Stukenholtz 

 
ACOLYTES 
Dec. 4   Dec. 11   Dec. 18   Dec. 25  
Jason Stukenholtz Hailey Walters  Lauryn Hawkins Mason Hamilton 
Nick Brown     Katherine Luther Christian Tietz 
 
NURSERY ATTENDANT  
Dec. 4   Dec. 11   Dec. 18   Dec. 25  
Jamie Horstman Tracy Wieckhorst Julia Francis  (no one)    
 
 

 Sunday  

Worship  

 10:30 am 

  

 
December Cookie  

Fellowship 
 

Board of Christian  
Education 


