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THE BETHEL BEACON ~ APRIL 2019 
Church Telephone #:  (402) 873-6218  

Email: betheluccurch1887@gmail.com    

     Website:  www.bethelucchurch.com 

              Find us on  

BETHEL UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST                          

2400 CENTRAL AVE.          
NEBRASKA CITY, NE 

68410 

Keith A. Valenzuela, Pastor 

pkvalenz@gmail.com 

 

Sunday School @ 9 am   
Worship time @ 10:00 am 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For where you go I will go, 

and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my God.  Where you die 

I will die, and there will I be buried. May the LORD do so to me and more also if anything but death parts 

me from you.” - Ruth 1:16-17 (ESV) 

Congratulations to Dillon and Theresa Horstmann on their marriage! 

The above scripture verse was read at their wedding, and it offers encouragement for us as we walk 

through life with Jesus. 

Ruth answered her Mother-In-Law, Naomi after she told Ruth that her Sister-In-Law had returned to her 

people and her gods. Despite Naomi’s charge, Ruth clung steadfast. 

The book of Ruth holds four messages: one of grace, God’s providence, faithful love and a family         

redeemer. 

Boaz showed grace by leaving more than enough grain for Ruth to glean, thereby providing plenty of 

food for sustenance. 

God’s providence was shown at the end of the book as he worked to provide for his people the need for 

a King. 

The main characters in the book of Ruth showed extraordinary courage and covenant love. 

Finally, Boaz used his power under Jewish law to redeem Ruth – marrying the widow of a deceased   

family member. 

Jesus has done all of the above mentioned things. We have been redeemed through his death, burial 

and resurrection. Through his faithful love for us, he provides our every need; and through the cross, 

we have grace! 

“We praise you, God, we praise you, for your Name is near; people tell of your wonderful deeds.” – 

Psalm 75:1 

Be blessed today and always, 

Pastor Keith 
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Easter Week Schedule 

Maundy Thursday, April 18th:                                     

7 pm service at Bethel 

Good Friday, April 19th: 

Noon service at 1st Presbyterian Church 

(Pastor Keith preaching) 

Easter, April 21st: 

Easter Sunrise Service 6:30 am at Bethel 

outdoor worship area 

Free will donation breakfast following   

Sunrise Service in Fellowship Hall 

Sunday school Easter activities 9 am 

Regular worship 10 am 

 

 

Easter Joy 
Jesus came to earth, 

To show us how to live, 

How to put others first, 

How to love and how to give. 

The He set about His work, 

That God sent Him to do; 

He took our punishment on Himself: 

He made us clean and new. 

He could have saved Himself, 

Calling angels from above, 

But He chose to pay our price for sin; 

He paid it out of love. 

Our Lord died on Good Friday, 

But the cross did not destroy 

His resurrection on Easter morn 

That fills our hearts with joy. 

Now we know our earthly death, 

Like His, is just a rest. 

We’ll be forever with Him 

In heaven, where life is best. 

So we live our lives for Jesus, 

Think of Him in all we do. 

Thank you Savior; Thank you Lord. 

Help us love like you! 

                                         ~ By Joanna Fuchs 

  

 

IN OUR PRAYERS IN MARCH 

  Justin Williams, Logan Drabek, Mason Wieckhorst, Rachelle Drabek, Don 

Grundman, Roy Murphy, Tim Worcester, Helen Ramold, Janice Holman,  

Tanya Chapin and Tom Thaemlitz and Adrian, Phyllis Buss, Helen Long, Lou 

Hauptman, Larry Blocker, the Voelker family, the Zech family, Carol Biere, 

Dakota Miller, KT Bescheinen, the family and friends of Harold Huss, the  

family and friends of Carl Baker (Cindy Kreifel’s father), the family and friends 

of Linda Kay Clark (Cindy Weible’s sister), the family and friends of Gene 

Nannen, the family and friends of Arnold Frandson (Sandy Ried’s father), and 

all who struggle with chronic illness, including those reside in their homes and 

long-term care facilities, and those affected by bullying, suicide, and                             

depression. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COME BE A PART OF THE MODD SQUAD 

Mothers, you work hard for the Lord, your family, employer, and everyone 

else who is dear to you! 

Put aside your responsibilities for just a brief moment and hang with the 

MODD Squad (Mother’s Off Duty Day). 

This is a non-committee, informal event where pajamas are welcome            

(In a non-public setting!) 

Movies, coffee, chit -chat, bible study, who knows what can happen with the 

MODD Squad? 

Their first meeting is April 20th, 1 pm at Bethel! 

 

 

 

 

"Bethel Brotherhood" is a men's fellowship that will meet on the first Saturday 

of each month starting on April 6!  It's for ALL men! Single, married, gear 

heads, farmers, retired.....Meet at the church at 9 am for an impromptu free 

will breakfast, chit-chat, bible study, devotion, however the sprit leads. 

 
Thank you to everyone 

who brightened our  
sanctuary with flowers, 

and who sponsored    
bulletins during the month 

of March. 

DD 
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Jacob & Robin Sinner  

~ April 5, 2008 ~ 

 

 

Dan & Brenda Rayhel 

 ~ April 29, 1978 ~ 

 
 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD TO MAY 

 

Wed. 1st:  Spiritual Council meeting 6:00pm 

Sun. 5th:  Communion/Food Pantry, Senior Breakfast 9 am, Senior 

Recognition during worship, Baccalaureate here 6 pm  

Sat. 11th:  Fellowship Hall reserved.by Brown Family 2-8 pm 
 

Sun. 12th:  Mother’s Day/ NCHS Graduation 

Mon. 13th:  Board of Christian Ed. meeting 6pm, Church              
        Council meeting 7pm  
 
Sun. 19th:  Last day of Sunday school, worship at 10am, 4th Quarter 
       Awards, Teacher Recognition during worship, All Church 
       Picnic following worship at Arbor Lodge (No Youth          
       Fellowship) 
 
Tues. 21st:  Ministerial Assoc. mtg. 9 am 
 
Sun. 26th:  Totenfest 
 
Mon. 27th:  Memorial Day (Office closed) 
 
 
 *Sr. Choir practice every Wednesday at 7 pm 

     BEST WISHES TO THOSE CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAYS 
IN  APRIL 

 

Dennis Marshall 1st        Bobbi Mills 4th              Pauline Peterson 8th                 

BJ Ried 9th                         Michael Rinne 9th            Jen Hamilton 10th                 

Lonnie Horstmann 10th               LeRoy Hammers 12th          Tracy Wieckhorst 12th     

Michael Wieckhorst 13th             Robyn Brown 20th Pastor Keith Valenzuela 21st 

     NinaJean Rohlfs 23rd 
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March 3rd, 2019 

Congregational Meeting ~ Stair Chair Lift 

 

 

On march 3rd, 2019 A congregational meeting was called to order by President Mark 

Francis. The meeting was opened with a prayer by Pastor Keith Venezuela. 

 

Jason Holman read the minutes of the Annual meeting. A motion to approve the 

minutes was made by Michelle Francis and seconded by Sara Bando. Motion carried. 

 

Mark presented the congregation with a proposal to purchase a stair lift chair for the 

northeast staircase for an estimated $4000 including installation. Mark advised that 

additional cost for electrical are possible but would not be excessive. 

 

Discussion was had about the stair chairlift including whether it would be a permanent 

replacement for an elevator. This would be a temporary fix until funds were raised for 

the elevator. It was also asked if the church had proper insurance coverage. Mark     

advised that the church did have adequate coverage. Lastly, where the funds would 

come from to pay for the stair chairlift. It was advised that the funds would come from 

the Capital Improvement funds. 

 

Kassi Holman made a motion to approve the purchase of the stair chairlift, seconded 

by Kaite Chapin. The motion was voted on and carried. 

 

With no further business Dan Hamilton made a motion to adjourn, seconded by      

Connie Gieseking. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jason Holman 

Church Council Secretary 
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

Bethel Women’s Fellowship held their meeting Wednesday, March 13
th
 at noon in    

fellowship hall.  The meeting, of 11 members present, opened with Prayer.  Jane K 

gave the treasurer’s report, Mary R made a motion to pay the bills and Sarah B       

seconded it.  Thank you notes were read from Denise Valenzuela, Burt and Cindy 

Weible and Laurene Bando. 

Connie G will send info for the prayer chain by Facebook and word of mouth because 

of an issue with her email. 

Darcy Carpenter takes care of Meals on Wheels and Katie C continues to help with 

this great service. 

We want to remind others that Women’s Fellowship will continue to provide paper 

products for church activities. If you see that product is low please let us know so it 

can be replenished.  

Altar flowers are being taken care of by Connie J for the month of March. There are 

two arrangements from Harold Huss’ funeral. 

Old business:  We are still looking for a Quilt Cabinet.  

Bethel WF is no longer a member of Church Women United.  As a result, we will no 

longer have Blanket Sunday or the Least Offering. 

New business: A mother/daughter salad luncheon will be @ 12 pm on April 13
th
 and is 

open to the public. There will be a sign up sheet to bring 2 salads a person. Connie J 

will take care of table decorations and purchase muffins or cupcakes.  Mary R will be 

our MC (opening-eat-program). Michelle F will make coffee – tea & water will be in the 

watering cans. Sarah B will advertise on KNCY & Bethel Website, Peggy J will get this 

into the News Press & Connie J will pass out fliers.  Set up will be on Friday the 12
th
 

@ 2 pm. 

Women’s Fellowship will help serve the Sunrise Service Breakfast.  

A sign up sheet for Cookies and Bars will be put up for the Baccalaureate service May 

5
th
 @ 6 pm.  

Michelle F will provide a new Free Will Donation Box.  

Connie J is sending out cards until someone else can be found. 

Mary R moved to take some of the blue cushion chairs to the parsonage. 

Meeting was closed with offering and prayer.  The Next Meeting will be Tuesday, June 

11, 2019 at noon.  

Respectfully submitted, Michelle Francis 



 8 

Bethel UCC 
Church Council Meeting 

February 11th, 2019 
 

 

The February 11th, 2019 meeting of the Church Council was opened by President Mark Francis at 
approximately 7PM. Those present included Vice President Dan Hamilton, Secretary Jason Holman, 
Susie Briley, Andrew Stukenholtz, Lynn Wurtele, Connie Jensen, Pastor Keith Valenzuela, Church 
Secretary Sara Bando, and Michelle Francis. 
 
Pastor Keith opened the meeting with prayer. Minutes of the previous were read with corrections 
made. Dan made a motion to accept the amended minutes, seconded by Lynn. Motion carried. 
 
Financial Report- Mark Francis presented the financial report advising that the church is again in the 
red. Connie made a motion to pay the bills, seconded by Jason. Motion carried. 
 
No memorial report was given. 
 
See Spiritual Council minutes for report. 
 
Pastor Keith gave his report advising that he was doing regular visits to nursing homes on                   
Thursdays and Communion on the 1st Sunday of the month. 
 
Sara Bando gave the secretary report. Annual reports were put out on the 20th of January. There is 
a need for more time and talent forms to be turned in. Sara will be working on the directory and                
getting annual reports into the book. There is a wedding to be held at the church on March 30th. 
 
Old Business 

 Security for the church- Jason Holman has been asked to assess the security of the church 
and return to next meeting with a report. 

 

 Looking at adjusting the distribution of the Bethel Beacon to better reach members that are 
unable to attend regularly. This has been tabled for further discussion next month. 

 

 Pastor did an interview that was discussed at a previous meeting regarding the church and 
the living nativity. It has been completed with the Nebraska City News Press and is available 
online and in print Friday the 15th. 

 
 
New Business 

 A quote for a new audio and video system for the worship area was discussed. Pastor was 
asked to contact the company and see about having cost broke down into three phases.          
Discussion will continue next meeting. 

 

 A quote for a stair lift was presented. In the quote included stair lifts for both stairwells with 
different weight limits included. It was decided that one in the stairwell on the east side of the 
church would be the best option. Dan made a motion to present the quote for one stair lift in the 
east stairwell to the congregation for a vote. Seconded by Susie. Motion carried. Vote will be 
held on March 3rd. 

 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL   



 9 

 

 A discussion about how the nominating committee is formed occurred with having the                         
separate councils selecting from their boards to be on the nominating committee. 

 

 Dan Hamilton spoke about the by-law committee advising that they would meet every other 
Wednesday. Next meeting will include discussion about plan for the committee and timeframe for 
completion of the by-laws. 

 

 Kassi Holman asked for permission to use a basement classroom to tutor students two times 
a week after school. Connie made a motion to allow Kassi access to the basement for tutoring. 
Susie seconded. Motion carried. 

 
 
With no other business a motion to adjourn was made. 
 
The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Next meeting will be March 11th, 2019 at 7PM 
 

Jason Holman   
 
 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL   

Bethel UCC 
Church Council Meeting 

March 11th, 2019 
 

 

The March 11th, 2019 meeting of the Church Council was opened by President Mark Francis at                               

approximately 7PM. Those present included Vice President Dan Hamilton, Secretary Jason Holman, Susie 

Briley, Andrew Stukenholtz, Lynn Wurtele, Connie Jensen, Pastor Keith Valenzuela, Church Secretary Sara 

Bando, Memorial Treasurer Margaret Brust, and Michelle Francis from the Spiritual Council. 

 

President Francis opened the meeting with prayer. Minutes of the previous meeting were read. Susie Briley 

made a motion to accept the amended minutes, seconded by Andrew Stukenholtz. Motion carried. 

 

Financial Report- Mark Francis presented the financial report advising that the church is still in the red. Dan 

Hamilton made a motion to pay the bills, seconded by Lynn Wurtele. Motion carried. 

 

Margaret Brust gave the Memorial Report advising that the new lock system is being installed this week. It 

was also advised that the new door for the east entrance are also ordered. 

 

A request from a former member was received by letter regarding memorial funds being taken from the 

church and distributed to a community organization. The council discussed this request. Connie Jensen 

made a motion to keep said memorial funds for a use within the church. Seconded by Susie Briley. Motion 

carried. It was determine that a letter would be drafted by a lawyer to be sent back to the former member. 

Dan Hamilton made a motion to pay the lawyer fees for the letter. Seconded by Jason Holman. Motion      

carried. 
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See Spiritual Council minutes for report. 

 

See Board of Christian Ed minutes for report. 

 

Pastor Keith’s report was read by Mark Francis, giving further details for the upcoming gear head service in 

June. 

 

Sara Bando gave the secretary report. Directory is still in progress. Sara also advised that the lock system is 

hoped to be completed prior to church service this weekend. 

 

Old Business 

 Jason Holman gave his initial report regarding the church’s security. Addressed were the needs for an 

updated camera system, locks for doors not corrected by the new system. Also to be looked at is the 

glass doors and possibly addressing the breakability of them. Jason was instructed to seek quotes for this 

and bring it to the next church council meeting. 

 

 Bethel Beacon was not addressed due to time 

 

 Stair Lift purchase will be paid for by Capital Improvement Funds. 

 

New Business 

 An updated quote for a new audio and video system for the worship area was presented. The quote 

was broken down into three phases with the first phase covering the sound system portion. Discussion 

was tabled to next month 

 

 Lynn has agreed to head the Nominating committee. It will be formed by Lynn, a member of the     

Spiritual council , Board of Christian Ed, and a member of the congregation. 

 

 

With no other business a motion to adjourn was made by Dan Hamilton. Seconded by Susie Briley. Motion 

carried. 

 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Next meeting will be April 8th, 2019 at 7PM 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Jason Holman    
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Spiritual Council Meeting Minutes 

 

 

 

8 
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Spiritual Council Meeting Minutes 
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The Board of Christian Education met on Monday, March 11th.  Present were Jen Hamilton, Danielle 

Barrett, Sarah Bando, and Nick Brown.  Our meeting opened with a prayer by Jen. 

 

Palm Sunday is April 14th.  Sarah has ordered the palm branches.  

 

Easter Sunrise Service will be at 6:30 am on April 21st at the fire pit.  There will be a free will offering 

breakfast following in Fellowship Hall.  Women’s Fellowship will help with the breakfast.  During Sunday 

school, donuts and juice will be provided for the kids as well as Easter activities.  Weather permitting we 

hope to be outside! 

 

Senior Breakfast and Recognition will be Sunday, May 5th.  Possible gifts were discussed.  Our graduat-

ing seniors are Jason Stukenhotz, Matthew Ramold, and Christoph Gleich.  Invitations have been sent to 

them, their families, and confirmation mentors.  Food for the breakfast was discussed.  May 5th is also 

Baccalaureate which will be held here again at Bethel.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the back of the 

sanctuary for anyone who would like to bring cookies for after the Baccalaureate service. 

 

The last day of Sunday school is May 19th.  That day will also include 4th quarter attendance awards, 

teacher recognition during worship, and our all church picnic at Arbor Lodge.  Each council/board will be        

responsible for bringing something to the picnic.  Details to come next month. 

 

Our meeting ended with The Lord’s Prayer. 

Our next meeting will be Monday, April 8th at 6 pm at the church. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Bando, Secretary 
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Bethel   
Brotherhood 
9 am at 
Bethel with 
breakfast by 
chef Keith 
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Bethel United Church of Christ                

2400 Central Avenue 

Nebraska City, NE  68410 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

SCHEDULED TO SERVE APRIL 2019  

 

LAY LEADERS:   April 7    April 14   April 21          April 28 
   Cindy Kreifels  Nick Brown  Mason Hamilton  Jen Tietz 
    

GREETERS:    April 7    April 14   April 21          April 28 
   Horstmann Family  Katie Chapin  BJ & Sandy Ried Brown Family 
      
USHERS:    April 7    April 14—April 21           April 28 
   Spiritual Council  Marilyn Weible, Katie Chapin  Lenny & Jen Tietz 

      Katherine Luther, Mark Francis  Jim Herzog, Amy Lemrick 

 

SOUND:    April 7    April 14—April 21          April 28 
   Nick Brown  Burt Weible   Nick Brown 
        
ACOLYTES:    April 7   April 14   April 21          April 28 
    Brianna   Madisen  Blake   Keston 
               Makenzie            Lily                        Chloe        Volunteer 
 
 
 
          Margaret Brust     Danielle B. & Cindy W. 


