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From the Pastor’s Desk…. 

Grace and Peace be to all of you on these warm summer days. It is a blessing to greet 

you through this newsletter setting.  Our Church Council wanted to take the opportunity 

to share with everyone what has been going on in the life of the church during these 

different times. Following this article, you will find several updates and exciting news 

from our congregation! 

I first want to share how absolutely proud I am, and continue to be, of our church during 

this pandemic. It has been extremely difficult for many United Methodist Churches to 

find new ways to continue ministries they have been engaged in. Through the diligence 

of many, of our folks we have been able to continue our blessed work within the 

community.  In the third chapter of Ecclesiastes, we find the wonderful verses 12-14. 

God continues to bless the hard work in this challenging season. We should take great 

joy in what has been done and be excited for the work yet to be done! I am looking 

forward to journeying alongside you all in answering the call, in which God has given us 

for this season. 

Lastly, I want share with you our plans for visitations during this season. In the weeks to 

come you will be receiving either emails (if we have them on record) or phone calls by 

myself or our Administrative Assistant Wendy to plan visits. During this time of 

pandemic one of our main goals is to keep people safe during our visitations, so we are 

requiring that during the visit everyone will wear masks while also keeping social 

distancing.  We understand this may be difficult for some, while other may still feel 

uncomfortable with visits during this time.  I want to specifically name that it is okay to 

feel this way. I want to be as flexible as I can during all of this, so if persons do not want 

to meet at their homes but would prefer to meet at the office or another agreeable 

alternate location that is perfectly okay.  I am looking forward to seeing you all soon.  In 

the meantime, know that I continue to lift you all up in prayer. God is with us indeed! 

Blessings and Peace, 

Pastor Benjamin Lalka 

 



 

 
 
Reopening Update from VUMC Re-Opening Committee….  
Thank you to everyone who has shared their thoughts about reopening with us! We 
appreciate your input. Our current plan is to hold two outdoor services: one on August 
9th and the next on August 16th. Both will be held at 10:00 a.m. in the courtyard 
between our sanctuary and the old parsonage because that courtyard is shaded in the 
morning. Please bring your own chairs. We will require all attendees to wear masks and 
remain 6 feet apart from anyone not sharing your household. (e.g. family units can sit 
together but must remain socially distanced from other households.) We are planning 
on returning to the sanctuary at some point after the outdoor services, depending on 
how the outdoor services go and how our situation evolves. 
 

 
 

 

Mission Statement Update from the Church Council…. 
Our current mission statement is "To make disciples for Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world." And while this will remain our mission, in this 
tumultuous time, we need to explicitly include all God's children in our mission 
statement. Thus, we are proposing a new mission statement for the First United 
Methodist Church of Victor: 
 
FUMCoV celebrates that all persons are created in God’s image and are of sacred worth. 
We are a faith community that welcomes persons without regard to age, race, culture, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, family configuration, religious background, economic 
status, or developmental and physical ability. We welcome the full inclusion of all people 
in the life and ministries of FUMCoV as we make disciples for Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.    
 
We will be discussing this proposal in the coming days and welcome your feedback! 
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Church Finance Update from Chris Dunfey…. 
I hope everyone is getting an opportunity to enjoy your summer in this “new normal” 
we’ve been living through over the past five months.  Some of you may be ready to burn 
your mask when this is over, I’m keeping mine to tell my future grandchildren about 
these times we are living through.  I’d like to take a few moments and share with you a 
summary in the financial life of our church. 
Through the halfway mark of the year we have received over $85,000 in offerings and 
other income.  Of this total almost $15,000 was received as a forgivable PPP (Paycheck 
Protection Program) loan to be used for pastor and staff salary, benefits and other 
expenses.  Marsha is working with our bank and the Small Business Administration (SBA) 
on the documentation to ensure this loan is forgiven.  We hope to have confirmation of 
the loan forgiveness over the next month or two as the SBA finalizes the process and 
documentation…talk is they may not require any for small balanced loans like ours. 
Our offerings are in line with what was anticipated before the pandemic arrived and a 
big “Thank You” to all of you for continuing to give through these trying times.  Due to 
your generosity and support our church is not only surviving but thriving.   
We have used the income from your offering to support both the larger Methodist 
church through our Shared Ministries gifts and our local church through continued 
missions and outreach like the Clothes Close and our affiliation with the Food Cupboard.  
In addition to these worthy endeavors, we have been able to pay down our escrow 
borrowing to a zero balance from over $10,000 borrowed heading into 2020.  Finally, 
our financial strength has also allowed us to work to pay down the prior past due bills 
owed to the district for benefits expenses for Pastor David.  
 

 
 
 
Christian Ed Update from Dottie Augustine…. 
The Sunday school students and youth group meet virtually weekly from March until 
June.  There will be no Zoom meetings for Sunday school or Youth Group through the 
month of July.  In August, we hope to resume our Friday Zoom times together. 
 



 

 
 

A Sad Farewell to Our Janitor, Kate Wesley... 
It is with great sadness that we announce Kate Wesley has resigned her position as 
church janitor.  She has done a fabulous job of taking care that our church is cleaned 
each week. Please take a moment and send her a note to thank her for her dedication to 
the church.   
The Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee (SPPRC) is therefore working to identify and 
hire a person to replace her as church janitor.  If you are interested in taking on this 
position or know of someone who would be, please contact Donna Budgeon at (585) 
924-5195 to let her know. We expect to fill this position by mid-August to accommodate 
the COVID cleaning that will need to be completed each week to allow us to re-open the 
church for services and use.                                                 
 

 
 
 
 

Ongoing Membership Records Update from Wendy Hubert…. 
Hello, everyone! I am currently working on updating our church membership records, 
including verifying everyone’s home addresses, home phone/cell numbers, household 
member names, and emergency contacts. If you have had any changes in your contact 
information in the past 2 years, I ask that you please either call me in the office at  (585) 

924-2621 or email me @ umcvictorny@gmail.com with your updated information.                                 
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