
From Our Pastor’s Desk: 

Fall Greetings, 

I hope and pray this letter finds you all well. As we 

enter into this beautiful season of change, my heart 

remembers all the change we have experienced 

recently.  Our beloved journey over these past three 

years have had us journeying through a new pastor, 

denominational turmoil, worldwide pandemic, and an 

increased digital emphasis.  

Fall can be a wonderful opportunity to observe the 

natural changes we can experience in our lives.  It is 

important for us, especially this Fall season, to know 

that some changes are good and important. The type 

of clothes we wear must change to keep us warm 

and safe. The grass fades while we can watch the 

leaves change colors and fall to the ground to 

prepare new growth while the earth rests in the 

winter. Of course, who can forget the most important 

Fall change: Pumpkin Spice EVERYTHING. 

For many of us, these changes can feel 

overwhelming as we cling to the familiar.  Yet I am 

reminded of the prophet Jeremiah and his journey 

with God and his people. Throughout the book of 

Jeremiah, we watch as the southern kingdom of 

Judah falls to the Babylonians, which begins the 

Jewish exile.  In the midst of the destruction and loss 

of life, the Temple of God was destroyed and people 

taken from their homeland to a new and distant 

place.  Everything that they had known and were 

familiar with was suddenly gone.  Unsurprisingly, 

many who forced into exile were upset and felt a 

great loss. They began to express their loss through 

either anger at God or at Jeremiah, or withdrew 

themselves from the community that God had called 

them into.  

It may be a fair statement that many of us can 

understand or feel what the exiles were going 

through, albeit in a different way today.  So much has 

changed in what feels like such a short time. The 

daunting feeling of church- which has been our rock- 

changing or looking different can be a sobering 

feeling.  The good news, my sisters and brothers, is 

that God, who is our cornerstone, journeys with us.  

We, like the exiles before us, have not been sent to a 

new land alone. In Chapter 31, we hear the wonderful 

promise from God that all will be made right and that 

we have not been abandoned.  More specifically, we 

find in Verses 31 to 37 that God is making a new 

Covenant with us.  This Covenant is an amazing, 

sacred promise from God to Be wherever we may be. 

The laws of God will be written within us, to live out, 

no matter the scenery.  

My sisters and brothers, let us remember this sacred 

Covenant.  No matter how the world may change 

around us, God is writing in our hearts that He is 

indeed with us.  Let us continue to transform our lives 

to live like the One who is with us.  In this changing 

world, let us be the light that shines on the constant 

truth; Jesus is alive and loves his people! May God fill 

you with love and peace this Fall so that we can 

share it to the world. Let the love of Jesus be like 

Pumpkin Spice, in EVERYTHING we do this Fall! 

Blessings and Peace, 

Pastor Benjamin Lalka 
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News from your Church Council: 
Imagine No Racism: Many of us recognize racism as 

a sin. Yet what can we do about it? In the words of 

Pastor Evelyn Woodring, "The work of ridding 

ourselves, our communities, our churches and our 

land of the sin of racism is barely begun. Imagine No 

Racism is not a fad program, a box to be checked off. 

It is a call to radically changed vision and 

understanding of the nature and impact that the long-

standing reality of racism has had upon our society 

as a whole." Join us this year as we explore our 

understanding of racism and examine how we can 

answer the call. For more information please contact 

Maggie Graham at dr.margaret.graham@gmail.com  

 
 

  
 
Outreach Update: Lisa Brotsch & Nancy Kidd:  
Once again, our church will be participating in the 

Thanksgiving Basket Drive that our Victor-Farmington 

Food Cupboard organizes. They hand out 600 boxes 

of food the week before Thanksgiving every year. We 

will be collecting any size boxes of  stuffing mix this 

year. The donation box will be in the lounge. If you'd 

rather we do the shopping for you, send a check to 

the church office with Thanksgiving Basket or Stuffing 

mix in the memo. And as always, thank you for your 

kind generosity! 

        
New! VUMC "Pushpay" App Is Here! 
Giving to VUMC is now easier than ever! Simply text 
"SERVE VICTOR" to 77977 and you will receive a 
link that lets you give to the missions of VUMC right 
on your smartphone, via the PushPay app! You can 
give once or recurringly--all at your own convenience-
-no checks, stamps or envelopes required--and it's 
super user friendly! Try it today!                    

          
VUMC Finance Update: Chris Dunfey 
I would like to first start off with an update on the 
Raise the Roof campaign for the new roof on the 
Annex building. The roof will house the new Clothes 
Closet location and has a $7500 needed repair. To 
date, we are remarkably close to reaching this goal 
as we have raised over $6900. We are now only 
$600 away from meeting our goal! If you haven’t 
done so yet- or would like to “Buy a Bundle'' more-
then please hurry as the roofers will be coming 
soon.  Shingles are sold in bundles, and we are 
selling bundles for $50 each. Please buy as many 
bundles as you would like or consider buying a 
bundle(s) in the name of or in memory of a friend or 
family member.  You can make your gift in person, 
online or by donating stock (please contact church 
office).  When writing a check or donating online, 
please write “Roof Project” in the memo section of 
the check.   
Past the halfway mark of the year and through the 
end of August, we have received almost $70,000 in 
offerings and other income. Our offerings are 
$15,000 behind what we had budgeted through this 
point in the year. We are having the same challenges 
that are facing not only churches, but other 
community organizations as well. I will call it covid 
fatigue, maybe there is another word for it, and I just 
do not know it  What I would say is: our work is not 
done, this pandemic has hit hard, and it is up to us as 
disciples of Christ to ensure we are there for each 
other and for our neighbors outside our doors. I 
greatly appreciate the giving of your time, talents & 
treasure recently and look forward to celebrating the 
fall and coming Advent season with you all.  God 
Bless, Chris 
 
 

 
Please keep the following individuals and their 
families in your thoughts and prayers: 

• Randy and Diane Henry 

• Ken Waters 

• Maria Graham 

• Francis Gilbert family 

• All those caring for the sick & injured 

• All those serving in our military, both 
domestically and overseas 
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Christian Education Update: Dottie Augustine 

What is happening in Christian education? 
Sunday School: An incredibly special thank you again 
to Ms. Heather, Ms. Leslie, and Ms. Kelsey for many 
years of service to our church through your gift of 
teaching Sunday school! This year, we will be having 
a rotating volunteer schedule for adults to help teach 
our kids. We sent it out a few weeks by email. If you 
have it, please REPLY ALL so people can see what 
dates have been taken. If not, please contact me and 
I will be sure you get a copy. Also, you need to have 
completed Safe Sanctuary training in an order to do 
this, so if you have not had it yet this year, please let 
me know ASAP so we can get that scheduled for 
you. It needs to be completed every year!  
Youth Group: I am so happy to share with you some 
exciting news from our church and to be with all of 
you again soon! This year we are changing things up 
a bit.  We will no longer have a youth group time 
during church after the children's message.  We 
would like you all to stay in the service and perhaps 
even help out!  Our meetings will be twice a month 
after church on Sundays.  Once a month we will do a 
Sunday school type lesson with some community 
circles, getting to know you and bonding 
exercises.  The second time we meet will be 
an activity either at the church or in a different 
location.  I am also really excited to tell you we will be 
combining our youth group events with the youth 
from the Presbyterian church next door! This is a 
great way for us to make new friends, try new things 
and have some fellowship with our neighbors!  Our 
first youth group Sunday school lesson will be held 
on October 17th after church (11:30) in the lounge!  

 

We had our first youth group activity at Long Acre 
Farms on Sunday 9/19.It was beautiful weather, and 
we all had a great time!  

 

   
 
‘At the Table’ Tuesdays with Pastor Ben 
Join Pastor Ben (and/or special guests) for his brief,  
yet insightful, weekly online video series, where he 
shares updates as to what is going on around us, 
challenges us with his thoughts, all the while giving 
us things to ponder! Please join him next Tuesday 
morning for more on Youtube! Need a link? Email us 
at umcvictorny@gmail.com! 

 
 

 
 
Lectionary Bible Studies: In-Person & Online   
Our Lectionary Bible Study is available both in-
person and online every Wednesday morning at 10 
am. The new 13 Disciples bible study, led by Audrey 
Gavin, meets most second Mondays at 7 pm. (Check 
with Audrey for firm dates; next is 10/24) We 
welcome you to join us for both studies in the church 
lounge or online. Send an email request to 
wlbrotsch@aol.com or umcvictorny@gmail.com and 
an email invitation with a link to the bible study will be 
sent to you.                                                      
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Clothes Closet Update: Karen Hansen 
Our move to the Parsonage location was very 
successful, thanks to all the extra hours and hard 
work from our many volunteers and trustees. It was 
quite an undertaking but made enjoyable by the 
people who were present! Thanks, thanks, and more 
thanks!  
Our Grand Re-Opening on Sept 8th was also an 
enormous success, with lots of patrons arriving to 
see the new digs! All feedback was very positive! 
Many clothes were given out, along with pieces of a 
beautiful cake for all our visitors! 
Hang Around Victor Day proved very busy. I lost 
count of visits at our booth at person #100. We had a 
'special visitor', named Coco Channel, a mannequin 
who modeled an outfit from our Clothes Closet, which 
a lucky someone took home. Coco created a lot of 
picture-taking opportunities, which families enjoyed! 
We gave away about 75 pictures for children to color 
and return to the CC during our open hours [Mon 4-
6p, Wed & Sat 10-12] & to receive coupon for a free 
pizza! 
New Hours: We have added back a third day to our 
schedule: Saturdays 10-12 noon, per our patron's 
requests.  
Did you see? There’s a Gnome out front on our 
lamppost!!  He says, “Take a New Outfit “Gnome!”  
We are striving for 1st place in the Town of Victor's 
Fall Lamppost competition, from which we won 3rd 
place last year!! Wish us luck!!  
Reminder: We take only Seasonal Clothes in great 
shape, limiting the number of bags donated to 3 per 
month. We also take linens and always need 
sneakers, men's & kid's jeans, kid's coats, towels, 
and XXL clothing.  
If you’d like to volunteer a couple of hours a week, 
we’d love to have you! We’re a great bunch and our 
snowbird volunteers are leaving soon. Consider 
joining us! FYI : Some services we lend support to: 
Open Door Mission, Green Angels, St. Pauly’s, Child 
& Family Services, & Bethany House. Come visit us 
soon!  Bless You, Karen Hansen 

 
CC Volunteers Diane Henry, Patti Larche, Linda 

Sheehan, Suzanne Kacprzynski, Joyce Prockton & 

Lead Volunteer Coordinator Karen Hansen  

  
Suzanne initating Coco!      Come take a new  

    outfit 'gnome'! 

These young Hang Around Victor Day visitors 
enjoyed with a photo-op with Coco! 

 



                                                             

   
 

FPOC Services Report:                                   
Emergency Shelter Apartments: Jan – August 2021 
Families Sheltered in apartments this year: 9 

50% Hispanic, 23% Black, 27% White 
2947 bed/nights 
8841 meals 
346 volunteers 
278 volunteer hours 
$36,498 value of shelter bed/nights 
Average length of stay: 90 days 
  
Rapid Rehousing          
13 unique families (were not in Shelter program) 
43 unique people  
124 visits with Case Manager 
 
Graduate Stabilization     
 $4392.00 financial  
More than 150 Casework visits 
 

As a donor your support made this possible! 
 

 
 

                 
Let us all continue our stewardship offerings 
Even if you are not attending worship in person this 
all, you can mail them to: 106 E. Main St, Victor NY 
14564. Thank you!  
 
 

 
V-F Food Cupboard Update: Lori Kay 
In September we fed: 633 adults, 353 children, and 
172 seniors. Our Thanksgiving distribution will be 
November 18th and our Christmas distribution will be 
December 18th. Anyone who would like this 
assistance should call the Food Cupboard by 
Halloween at 585-924-2720. For the Christmas 
distribution, we would like to give pouches of cookie 
mixes, any flavor or brand. We’ll need at least 300, 
so if folks could pick those up when they are on sale 
the next 6 weeks that would be wonderful! 
The Target registry has been updated to include the 
cookie pouches and some other items we need. 
Target.com, click on registry and enter Victor 
Farmington Food Cupboard. 
From October 1st to December 31st we are part of the 
Target Circle charity program. If anyone belongs to 
Target Circle (this is not the debit or credit card), you 
get votes each time you shop. You can use your 
votes to help us raise money this quarter and it 
doesn’t cost the shopper anything! 
November 4th is the Cobblestone Creek Charity Guild 
Holiday Boutique, 5:30 to 9:00 pm to benefit the Food 
Cupboard. Tickets are $5.00 in advance or $10.00 at 
the door. Please contact a Guild member 
or joieutter@gmail.com for tickets. 
Anyone who would like to help with deliveries this 
winter can contact Karen Guidarelli at the Food 
Cupboard. We are looking for two teams of two for 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Some days we 
have no deliveries; some days we have 8, so we're 
looking to split those with volunteers if we can. 
We're also looking for church cleaning teams for 
2022. You would only need to sign up for two times 
per year since we have teams in once a month. You 
can choose a Tuesday (afternoon or night) or a 
weekend morning to come. Please contact me (924-
5642) to pick a month for the first half of 2022. 
Blessings! Lori Kay 
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