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From the Pastor’s Pen...
The Christian Education Ministry of the Local Church
First we must know what our goals are for this ministry. If
we are truly focused upon Christ, then His commission must
be our guide. For the goal of all endeavors in and through the
local church must begin with Christ’s commission to His
church. In Matthew 28:19, 20 we see our goal, “teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you”. Our goal must first and foremost be to tell them of
Jesus and His Gospel. Any venture short of this goal then
just becomes a venture and not a Christian Education Ministry. This sounds good as a platitude, but how do we do this
practically? What are the nuts and bolts of it? Let us begin
by establishing who it is we wish to reach. Do we want to
reach children, young adults, married, widowed, divorced,
seniors? The answer is yes! However the “how” may not be
what you are thinking. Let us take the current model available in most Baptists churches. What you see when you look
at them is an educational setting that has been modified and
brought in from the world. You see the children brought in
and sifted away from their families and moved into class
rooms that resemble the school that they attend five other
days of the week. The parents are then divided up according
to their own particular need. Then for the next hour we try
desperately to counter what the world has taken six days to
force upon and bombard our families. If we are to have an
effective church ministry, then we cannot look to the current
model for hope because most of these are desperately failing
our families. Over the last few decades we have seen a decline in interest in the Sunday school. We can attribute a
number of factors to this decline. First, we see the breakdown of the nuclear family and because of this; the authority
structure is broken in the home. This is also seen in the culture when the father is portrayed as a bumbling idiot rather
than as the God called leader of his own family. Second, is
the lack of leadership in the Sunday school class. Most
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have the hierarchal structure
broken down in the church because it is broken down in the home
and because the leadership in the church will not deal with it
properly. The solution to this dilemma lies squarely on the shoulders of the local church leadership. We have simply allowed parents to bring their children to Sunday school and drop them off
and expect the church to counter in one hour the damage done by
the world. If we as the leadership begin to implement policies that
simply do not allow this to happen. We will begin to change the
lack of understanding on the part of parents about their responsibility to their children’s spiritual education. By now you are probably wondering how you can have policies to change the habits of
people. Well the answer lies with the model you use for Christian
Education in the local church. A church should base their education paradigm after the model in scripture. Too many times we fail
to see that God has already worked it out if we would just listen a
little closer. If we begin to teach fathers and young men that they
are held accountable by God for the spiritual education, and all
education is spiritual, then we might once again see the spiritual
decline begin to reverse itself. It is paramount for the family to
once again regain its dominant place in the church and society as a
whole. We must establish the father again as the spiritual head of
his family. This means that men and fathers in particular are going
to have to learn again their role and their accountability to God for
the spiritual condition of their family. We simply do not have
enough time and resources as a church to instruct every age group
and every group of people in a spread out fashion about the important theological doctrines. The family is much more equipped
to teach their children than anyone else. Remember the church was
never meant to raise your child, that is for family

From time to time we lose our way. Throughout the seasons we can get caught up in the traditions and lose sight of what we have been
given. Many tend to get lost in their own troubles. We lose focus and build prisons in our minds that would seem to be inescapable. Yet
there is always that quite reminder. As the busyness and troubles that assail us scream loudly we still hear the Master calling gently, for
we are his sheep and know His voice. Yet many will nudge aside that still small voice and go on the nightmarish way. As some proclaim
their independence from the Lord by doing life on their own, we must remember where we find our rest. Rest for the weary and a very
present help is at hand. It is there quietly calling.
Perhaps this season we could give God our utter and complete attention. Psalm 46:1 declares, “God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble.” He is calling even at this present time. Isaiah 26:3 says, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is
stayed on thee; because he trusteth in thee.” Where do our affections lie, where do our minds stay? Is it the Lord, the Prince of Peace? As
the Hymn goes, “Standing in the promises that cannot fail, When the howling storms of doubt and fear assail: By the Living Word of
God I shall prevail. Standing on the promises of God.” Sure it is true, we lose our way from time to time because we forget to stand. Yet
we are to remain in the Lord and His truth. Paul exhorts us to standfast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be
not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. Again in Psalm 46 we read, “Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and
the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea..” and God declares through the psalmist, “ Be still and know that I am God.” Be still.
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New Year Resolutions
“Be always at war with
your vices, at peace with
your neighbors, and let each
new year find you a better
man.” Benjamin Franklin

Mark Your Calendars

The annual Valentine
Banquet is scheduled for

Friday,
February 15, 2013.
This is an outreach event
for the whole church.
Be praying about who
you are going to invited
this year.
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Should Christians celebrate Christmas?
Scripture doesn't specifically
command believers to celebrate Christmas--there are no
prescribed "Holy Days" the
church must observe. In fact,
Christmas was not observed
as a holiday until well after
the biblical era. It wasn't until the mid-fifth century that
Christmas received any official recognition.

Christ and the gospel is a
prevalent New Testament
theme (1 Corinthians 11:25;
2 Peter 1:12-15; 2 Thessalonians 2:5). Truth needs repetition because we so easily
forget it. So we should celebrate Christmas to remember
the birth of Christ and to
marvel over the mystery of
the Incarnation.

We believe celebrating
Christmas is not a question
of right or wrong since Romans 14:5-6 provides us
with the liberty to decide
whether or not to observe
special days. According to
these verses, a Christian can
rightfully set aside any day-including Christmas--as a
day for the Lord. We believe
Christmas affords believers
with a great opportunity to
exalt Jesus Christ.

Christmas can also be a time
for reverent worship. The
shepherds glorified and
praised God for the birth of
Jesus the Messiah. They rejoiced when the angels proclaimed that in Bethlehem
was born a Savior, Christ the
Lord (Luke 2:11). The babe
laid in the manger that day is
our Savior, the "Lord of
lords and King of
kings" (Matthew 1:21; Revelation 17:14).

First, the Christmas season
reminds us of the great truths
of the Incarnation. Remembering important truths about

Finally, people tend to be
more open to the gospel during the Christmas holidays.
We should take advantage of

By John MacArthur

that openness to witness to
them of the saving grace of
God through Jesus Christ.
Christmas is chiefly about
the promised Messiah who
came to save His people
from their sins (Matthew
1:21). The holiday provides
us with a wonderful opportunity to share this truth.
Although our society has
muddied the message of
Christmas through consumerism, myths and empty traditions, we should not let
these distract us from appreciating the real meaning of
Christmas. Let us take advantage of this opportunity
to remember Him, worship
Him and faithfully witness of
Him.

Announcements
Expository Studies

F.O.C.U.S.

•

Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Matthew

•

Sunday 1:30 p.m.
I Peter

The curriculum for our
F.O.C.U.S. class is currently being written. Our goal
is to start the class summer
2013. F.O.C.U.S. stands
for Families Obeying
Christ Using Scripture.
Please continue to pray for
God to send laborers to
Cornerstone and families
we can reach out to and
disciple for Christ.

Sundays @ 9:30 a.m.

Wise Men

Still
Seek Him

•

Wednesday 7 p.m.
2 Timothy

Join us for these verse by
verse studies from Pastor
Williams.

Cornerstone’s Membership
class is underway. It will
continue on a rotating 8
week basis. Those interested in church membership
can join the class at anytime.
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SonSurf Beach Bash VBS….this winter!

Tired of cold, weary weather?
Ready for a little sunshine
this January? Then grab your
surfboard and paddle out to
ride a wave of fun and adventure at SonSurf Beach Bash
VBS! Learn about cool sea
creatures like clownfish, dolphins, and sea turtles. Explore tide pools and collect
seashells. Jump into cool, refreshing waves or sit on the
beach and feel the soft, warm
sand between your toes.

Join us at Cornerstone for a
VBS weekend of fun in the
sun!

Friday & Saturday
January 18th & 19th
We will kick off the weekend
with an event for the entire
family. We’ll have a cookout, games, and lots of fun on
Friday Evening.
Saturday is our one-day VBS
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. for
grades K – 6. Older children
are welcome to stay and help

out.
As your kids explore the
wonders of the beach, they'll
also get Big Answers to their
Big Questions about Jesus:
Who is Jesus? Why can I
trust Jesus? Why do I need
Jesus? How can Jesus help
me when I mess up? What
does Jesus want me to do?

Workers are still needed. For
more information about how
you can get involved contact
Kelly Surber.

Getting to know your family! New Member Profile

Cornerstone is thrilled to welcome Rosa Morgan into our fellowship. She was saved at
church camp this summer. Rosa Morgan is a fun, helpful, and
sweet young lady. She loves to
make jewelry and spend time
with friends.

Rosa Morgan

Rosa loves to go shopping. She
is always ready to lend a hand
when she is needed. She just
started a new job at Gordmans
and will start at NWACC in the
spring. Rosa has been a bright
new addition to our church
family!

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Tiger Creek Baptist Church

Cornerstone Baptist Church
804 SW Airport Blvd.
Bentonville, AR 72712
479-464-5050
info@cbcbentonville.com

www.cbcbentonville.com
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7th—Church Christmas Party
11th—Christmas Meal for Shelter
14th—Mission Rally
16th—Christmas Dinner
25th—Christmas Day
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1st—New Year

12th—Mission Rally

8th—Mission Rally

14th—Valentine’s Day
15th—Valentine Banquet

18th & 19th—VBS Weekend

Schedule of Services
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Sunday School
First Service
Second Service
Wednesday Night

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
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