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- ' From the Pastor’s Pen The Local Churchpar 1)
# $ % % & I According to the Random House heaven therefore all who are saved afraid an assembly (ekklesia) Cornerstone Connect is a
| dictionary there are sixteen different are the church. This referred to in  would be summoned suddenly”. R R a
definitions of the word, “church”. scripture as “the family of God.” quarterly publlc.atlon of COF
I However the Greek underlying the However, logic and reason must be The word church was used prior to Nerstone Baptlst Church in
New Testament gives us the clearestused come to the conclusion that in the New Testament, but what about .
I definition of the word church. The  order to function as a church then it the writings outside of the New Bentonvnle, Arkansas. FOT
| Greek word for church is ekklesia. must meet and organize here on  Testament. onsider another quote more information about the
This means a called out assembly. earth. If it does not assemble here, by Dr. B.H. Carroll, “The use of . i
| In fact according to Dr. S.E. Ander- then it cannot function as a church. - the word assembly or congregation  church visit our website:
son, Thd., a retired professor from It meets in order to do the work of  is found over 114 times in the
I Northern Seminary he writes, the Great Commission of our Lord.  Septuagint and Apocrypha.”
If a church calls itself a church, it
I “In or about the year 27 A.D., our  must be a visible, local church. During the time of the New Testa- Get cnn“ecte‘l @
| Lord Jesus spoke these words: “I  Otherwise it cannot do anything ment an idea of a universal or
will build my church — oikodomeso ~ because it cannot meet, cannot sendinyisible church would have been YWYWW.CBCBENTONVILLE.COM
I mou ten ekklessian”. (Matt. 16:18) ~ out missionaries, and cannot fellow- completely foreign to the congrega-
I Just what did Jesus mean by ship because it is not assembled.  tions who understood the word
“church"? Certainly not what con- ~ The idea that the “church” is univer- ekklesia.. For some, this idea is not
L RSSS N — tradicting and conflicting defini- sal and is made up of all the saved 3 major concern. In fact it is con-
tions of that ambiguous word indi- is to take the historical use of the  sjdered something to not be con-
cate now in the 20th century. Then word and misuse or misrepresent its cerned about at all. However if
it meant assembly.” actual meaning. Dr. B.H. Carrolla  pelievers fail to recognize the
— noted Baptist historian and theologi- importance of maintaining the
Taking the words original meaning ~an cites: significance of the original mean-
and apply it to today, the conclusion ing, they lose the concept of how a
is that the church is an assembly ~ Demosthenes (384-322 B.C. — church should properly function
and must assemble somewhere. If it “When after this assembly and maintain its doctrines and it
I\/IaI‘Ch Aprll May does not assemble it is not a church. (ekklesia) adjourned, they came changes into something the New Join Us On
Many have tried to make the case together and planned ... They were Testament writers would not recog- facebook
that the church will assemble in nize as a church.
S| M| T|W|T]|]F]|]S s M| TIWI|TI| E]|S SIM|T|IW|T]|F] S
1|2 1[2 (3 ]14]5 1 3 Keeplng the Fe”OWSthBy Eric Brace, Associate Pastor
314 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 1 11| 12 | 13 5|6 7 8 9 [10] 11 B . . .. .
ol 2 13112115 (16 21l 61 81 120 21312l 8 That which we have seen If a man love me, he will keep my remember that it is because of His
118l 9 (202 | 22 | 23 ol20 121122 123 22 | = and heard declare we unto you, thatvords: and my Father will love himfaithfulness that the fellowship among
21122123 24 |25]26]27 ye also may have fellowship with and we will come unto him, and ourselves can be kept.
24125] 26 |27[28| 29 | 30 28129 | 30 26127128129 /30]31 us: and truly our fellowship is with make our abode with himJohn “Who shall also confirm you
31 the Father, and with his Son Jesus 14:23 unto the end, that ye may be blameless
Christ.”1 John 1:3 The man that keeps the in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
5th-7th Men’s R&R, Smithville —th Eli Semedo, Missionary 5th Jesse Hales, Missionary _ Eellowshlp is one of _the Wo_rd _of (_Bod is like one heralding God is faithful, by Whom ye were
sth Mission Rally 10th Vission Raliy 12th Mother’s Day joys of being one of God’s children. an invitation unto the Lord. Alt- called unto the fellowship of his Son
29th Good Friday Service, Bethel 22nd - 25th BMAA National Meeting TBA Ladies Banquet Fellowship comes natural to the hough the invitation started with thdesus Christ our Lord.”1 Corinthians
31st Resurrection Sunrise Service 28th WMA Get Together 27th Memorial Day Christian as long as he remains in Lord, He only draws near to the  1:8, 9

the light. While in the light we see humble. And what can bring humili- Firstly and ultimately, our
the will of God and are able to pur- ty? Only God’s word. As we persisfocus is Christ. That means our fel-

Bible Quiz Answers sue the things of God clearly, but in our walk with the Lord through lowship with Christ is of utmost im-

Get Connected @

Schedule of Services 1 Gen. 17:15-19 there is a fight in keeping the fel-  His Word our fellowship with him portance. Everything else is secondary

2 Ps. 2:1-4 lowship. will manifest outwardly with our  as to it holds nothing apart from

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 3. Ps.37:12-15 Where does it start? It fellowship with the brethren. Christ. So in keeping the fellowship,

_ ) 4. Prov. 29:9 starts individually. It starts with the Lastly, itis importantto  know “Whom” it is that fights for and
First Service 10:30 a.m. 5. Ecc.3:1-8 fellowship we have with our Lord. know that we do not fight this keeps you. It is Christ.
Second Service 1:30 p.m. 6. Ps. 12%:1-3 “Jesus answered and said unto himalone. As we exhort each other we
; . 7. Ecc.7:

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. 8 Ecc 76
9. Ps.30:11-12
10. Ecc. 10:19




“My mother was the most beau-
tiful woman | ever saw. All | am
| owe to my mother. | attribute

all my success in life to the mor-
al, intellectual and physical edu-

. . " written by Tim Chaffey, Answers in Genesis
cation | received from her."-

George Washington

Mothers Day is Sunday,
May 12th

# %

heais Risen...

Resurrection Service"

God told Abraham that Sa-
rah would have a son and h&"
fell on his face and laughed.
Why?

For what reason, did the
psalmist say, “He that sitteth
in the heavens shall laugh:
the Lord shall have them in
derision™?

The psalmist tells us that the
Lord shall laugh at the wick-
ed with his sword drawn, for
He seeth that his day is com-
ing and

Proverbs tell us, “If a wise 7.
man contendeth with a fool-
ish men, whether he rage or
laugh, there is no

King Solomon wrote: ‘To 8.
everything there is a season,
and a time to every purpose
under heaven.....a time to
weep, and a time to laugh’
Which book of the Bible is
that scripture found in?

David wrote “Then was our
mouth filled with laughter,

Then said they among the
heathen, The Lord hath done
great things for them.”

What was he talking about?

Solomon wrote in Ecclesias-

of the countenance

10.

Who wrote, “For as the
crackling of thorns under a
pot, so is the laughter of the
fool: this also is vanity.’

David wrote, ‘Thou hast
turned for me my mourning

off my sackcloth, and girded
me with .

Solomon wrote: A feast is
made for laughter, and
wine maketh merry: but
money answereth all
things.” Which book is it
in?

— (See back page for answers)

Bible Studies

The men meet each Monday
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. for a
Bible study on doctrine.

The ladies are meeting on
Tuesday afternoons from
4:30—5:30 for a 1st Place fc
Health Bible study.

\iﬂ\.
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Another word foloveis
evangelism

Are you interested in learning

how to share your faith more
effectively?

Visit www.livingwaters.com
for evangelism resources.

he Crucifixion is absolutely essen-

tial, and we must never shy away
from discussing the Cross, but the
Resurrection is the flip-side of that
coin. Without the Resurrection,
Christ's death would be the end of
our hopes, and of course, without the
Crucifixion, Jesus could not have ris-
en from the dead. Both are necessary
for the forgiveness of sins (Ephesians
1:7 1 Corinthians 15:17). In fact, Paul
told the Corinthians that the gospel
he preached was “that Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures,
and that He was buried, and that He
rose again the third day according to
the Scriptures,” and that He was seen
by numerous people (1 Corinthians
15:1-8).

If Jesus did not rise from the
dead, then Christianity would be a
false religion, we would have no
hope, our loved ones would be gone
for good, and we would still be in our
sins. | appreciate Philip Schaff’'s sum-
mary on the importance of the Resur-
rection based on Paul’s words.
“The Christian church rests on the
resurrection of its Founder. Without
this fact the church could never have
been born, or if born, it would soon
have died a natural death. The mira-
cle of the resurrection and the exist-
ence of Christianity are so closely
connected that they must stand or fall
together.

If Christ was raised from the

dead, then all his other miracles are

he was not raised, he died in vain and
our faith is vain. It was only his resur-
rection that made his death available

for our atonement, justification and

death would be the grave of our

and under the power of our sins. A
gospel of a dead Saviour would be a
contradiction and wretched delusion.
The resurrection of Christ is
therefore emphatically a test question
upon which depends the truth or false-
hood of the Christian religion. It is ei-
ther the greatest miracle or the great-
est delusion which history records.
Now consider the alternative.
If Jesus actually rose from the dead,
then an astonishing miracle was per-
formed and through this act God
placed His seal of approval on the life
and work of Jesus for all to see. In
other words, the Resurrection shows
us that God affirmed the truth of
Christ's teachings, meaning that Jesus
is exactly who He claimed to be—the
eternal Son of God in human flesh and
the Savior of the world. He is the only
one who can save us from sin, and the
only way to the Father (John 14:6). All
who reject Him are doomed to suffer
eternally for despising the Lord of life
and His offer of forgiveness.
Everything hinges on the Res-
urrection. If Jesus rose, He is the Son
of God and Christianity is true. Conse-

Cornerstone is thrilled to welcome
Cindi Lawrence andJoe Zumstein

into our fellowship! Both have completed our 8-wee
membership course and were voted into the chur

the first Sunday of March.

They are already a huge blessing to the fellowahib
the work here at Cornerstone!

quently, critics and skeptics have tried
desperately to develop alternative the-
ories to explain away the Resurrection.
In their vain search for a legitimate al-
ternative, they have demonstrated that
they understand the centrality of the
Resurrection better than some Chris-
tians, or at least that they are more
concerned about it.

The apostles knew that Jesus
died on the Cross, and just a few days
later, they saw him alive again. They
were so sure of this fact that they were
willing to face persecution, exile, and
death. Imagine having a confidence in
the Resurrection similar to the apos-
tles. What would it do to your Christian
walk if you had complete assurance of
this event? Would you be more moti-
vated than ever to study His Word,
spend time in prayer, fellowship with
His people, and share the gospel with
others?

Christ's Crucifixion, burial, and
Resurrection is the only means by
which people can be forgiven of their
sins and our only hope for eternal life.




