
September 11, 2020 

Hello Church Family! 
 

I write this letter to you as I watch on the television the events that commemorate the 

atrocities that happened on 9/11 in our beloved country.  It not only happened to those 

that were personally affected, those that died, but to all the family, friends, and the cities 

of New York City, and Washington DC, and Shankville, PA.  It happened to every one of 

us, because we love our country so much.  We are proud to be United States citizens, 

and that is part of who we are.  When someone or something attacks one or more of us, 

we are all attacked.  We take it personally.  In the time that followed just after, we band-

ed together as Americans, and stood tall and vowed to fight. 

Earlier this year, as we all know, our country and the world, were attacked again.  It 

doesn’t even matter who it came from, how it got here, or who messed up where and 

how, it doesn’t even matter the politics behind any of the rhetoric that we see on TV or 

read in the paper, or see on the internet.  The fact is, we are humans that are hurting, 

we know humans who have died, who are sick, dying, grieving; we are hurting.  There 

are those whose homes and businesses are lost, college education funds are lost, people 

savings funds and retirements are lost.  People are alone in nursing homes and hospi-

tals, sick and dying and living without getting hugs and the company of their loved one.  

It is seriously tragic.  Those that already had little, seem to have less.  And once again, 

we take it personally.  In the time that follows in the decline of this enemy that is invisi-

ble like the wind, we hide.  We find it easier and hopefully safer to stay in our home, cov-

er our faces and hands, for it is a different fight than the one that happened on 9/11.  It 

is not as easy to stand tall and vow to fight. 

Over 2000 years ago, the disciples, (not just the 11) were devastated.  Their leader had 

been murdered in the most shameful and painful way.  It was an assault on everything 

they had spent the past three years living, eating, breathing, sleeping, worshipping.  It 

was every fiber of their being.  And then it was destroyed.  They didn’t know to stand 

proud, to vow to fight, so they hid.  They were scared.  They took it personally.   

And then, the resurrection! It wouldn’t always be easy. But they won! We win! 

We are Easter people! We are incredibly blessed.  We don’t have to live in despair, we 

don’t have to be afraid, we get to rejoice that we are God’s people.  Because of this we 

live!  Because we are Resurrection people, we don’t have to live in fear.  We should take 

care of our lives, our bodies, our families, and part of that is being with each other.  I 

hope that we all take advantage of all the opportunities that our church is planning, to 

be in ministry to the each other, to the community, to be in relationship with God, as we 

seek to transform lives and make disciples.   

We are showing our children how to be, how to live, and how to survive in the times 

when they are the adults leading the world.  Let us show them that our God is a living 

and loving God, and that church is where we seek to be in service and witness to the 

world.  Easter People…..I can’t wait to see you!!!!                                                                   

Blessings and Love,     

    Sheri   
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UMW will start back in 

October.  We will be in 

our new room by then!  

(The previous Youth room in the 

Office Building) 

All women are members of  

The United Methodist Wom-

en.  The Women of the 

church have a long history of 

working and giving to wom-

en and children that are in 

need.  Please join us when 

we return to meeting! 

We Remember….. 

This year of 2020 has taken from us three members that 

have had a long history with our church family.  Alice Dan-

gott, Bob Barnard and Lauren Hess went to rest with our 

Lord and Savior this year.  It is never easy to lose those 

that we love, and for the families, it is even more difficult.  

Please continue to lift them in prayer. We also lost a friend 

to many, as James Yeager now rests from his labors.  If an-

yone would like to give a memorial gift in their name, 

please notate your gift on your check, or envelope and 

leave or mail to office.  

 302 S Seminole, Okmulgee, OK. 74447 

Pantry News! 

Needs for the pantry:                                     

Small travel size shampoo                                     

Socks (white tube socks are great)                            

Detergent Pods                                                         

Toilet Paper                                                        

Canned tuna                                                      

Canned chicken                                                       

Jelly                                                                        

Pancake mix                                                             

Pancake syrup                                                         

Ramen Noodles                                                       

One pound dried pinto beans                                   

Cereal                  

Plastic (grocery store style) bags  

The pantry will take all gifts that you want to do-

nate.  Remember that it needs to be something 

you would want to eat!  The pantry and the pan-

try staff, and the recipients of food and other 

items, could always use prayer.  We give thanks 

for all that you do for the clients of the pantry!                                                                                                    

 
 

 

The Spire Notes Publication….published when? 

UMM DINNER CLUB 

UMM will meet again on September 16, 5:30 PM.  All 

men are members of the United Methodist Men, and 

are welcome and encouraged to attend!  October bean 

suppers are right around the corner!  Yay! 

LEADERSHIP 

TEAM 

Meeting:   

Tuesday 

September 15, 2020 

 and the next will be 
October 15,  

(3rd Tuesday) 

At 6:30 pm 

SPRC-Sept 15, 2020 

5:30 PM 

 

 

There are some that want to know where their calendars 

are!  There are some that want to know where the Spire 

Notes are!  You are used to getting the newsletter twice 

a month, and in a timely manner! I don’t blame you!  It is 

how we communicate what the church is doing, and 

when we haven’t been able to be together in the past 

several months, it has been even harder! 

When I came to Okmulgee, it took several months, but I 

(Sheri) became the editor and producer of the newslet-

ter.  The staff, Susie, Kendall, Jeana, and Helen, all write 

their own articles, but what’s left is up to me!  (I offered 

because as the time being, I have Susie very busy with 

other things)  Over the last several months, less has 

been happening to write about.  I apologize!  If you don’t 

get the newsletter and wonder about it, call and ask.  If 

you want a calendar or birthdays, we can get you that 

too.   

Hang in there with me….more news to come, and I get 

back to at least once a month!  I promise.   

Crafts, Scrapbooking, Photo Books, Prayer 

Shawls, Historical Group…. 

We are looking for volunteers, those who would help 

with our preservation of history, those who would like 

to be involved with a Prayer Shawl Ministry, those who 

would like to help with scrapbooking, putting pictures 

in photo books, etc! 

We will meet in the Blue Room of the Children’s Build-

ing on Tuesday Nights at 5:30 PM. 

All are welcome to attend.  Whatever you would like to 

be a part of, we will all meet together and have a nice 

time working and visiting with each other. 

If you would feel more comfortable wearing a mask, 

please do so.  We can social distance and still work and 

talk! 

 

Zoe, the church dog, has been catching 

folks doing work all over the church while 

most are at home, school, and work.  She 

saw people putting in flooring in the UMW 

room, and painting it beautiful new colors.  

She has been to the EpiCenter to see the 

new youth space.  She watched the unload-

ing of food from the Food Bank, and is 

now looking forward to pumpkins in the 

Pumpkin Patch, and a costume contest! She 

sees the choir practicing for Christmas al-

ready….. Stay tuned for more Zoe adven-

tures! She loves seeing each of you! 



Sunday School and Children's Church are moving 
right along with stories of Jesus, crafts and 
games.  We've been talking about never giving up, 
asking for a helping hand when you need it and 
always having faith.  
 
Speaking off a helping hand.   Carie has been at-
taching film to the windows in the Sunday School 
rooms.  We had some help from our Youth Group 
with cleaning and prepping windows.  Big Thank 
You to Kendall's Youth Group and Carie.           
God Bless 

Jeana Robinson 
Children's Director  

Children’s Ministry News! 

 FROM THE EPICENTER 
ENCOURAGING PEOPLE IN CHRIST 

UNITED METHODIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 

We are super excited to be moving into the new Epicenter 
building.  We are in the decorating stage of the 

move.  Thank you to everyone that has supported the 
youth.  We greatly appreciate it!!!   

 
Fall is here and Halloween is right around 

the corner so we are beginning a new lesson plan, 
"Scary, weird, and gross stories from the Bi-

ble".  This should be a fun and interesting.   We 
will  be helping with pumpkin patch and planning 
our annual  Halloween carnival to coincide with 

pumpkin patch.   

 

The youth will be selling poinsettias during the 
month of October this year.   We will have more 

information in a couple of weeks. 
 

A huge thank you to Jim and Shelly O'Mealey and Diane 
Cockburn for providing delicious dinners for the youth.  The 
O'Mealey's homemade mac & cheese was so good that one 
of the youth asked if she could take remaining home so she 
could pack it everyday for school lunch lol.  If you are inter-

ested in helping with the youth dinners please let me 
know.  I can get you signed up for an upcoming Sunday. 

Spotlight on Luke! 

Luke Berry attends Children's Church here at 

First United Methodist Church.  Luke is the son 

of Rachel and the grandson of Diane Cock-

burn.  He's very outgoing and friendly.  He is a 

good friend to the other children in our class-

room and we are always excited to have Luke at 

Children's Church. 

_____________________________________ 

From Jeana: 

I'm hoping there is someone that is interested in 

helping put together the church scrap books.  A 

few of us have been getting together in the chil-

dren's building at 5:30  every Tuesday, except 

the first Tuesday of each month. We are working 

on crafts and everyone is welcome!  

Big News! Big News! Big News! Big News! 

If you haven’t already heard the news, here it 

is!  We will have a Pumpkin Patch this year!  

The proceeds will got to missions that we 

support world-wide, country-wide, county-

wide, and community-wide.  We are very ex-

cited to bring this back to first church Ok-

mulgee.  It is a way to bring people to our 

church, to reach out to our community in hos-

pitality, pay missions, and offer fun stuff to 

the community and each other. 

The committee that has committed to lead 

this: Janel Wright, Jeana Robinson, Kendall 

Warren, Susie Mueller, Sheri Lashley, and 

Susie Fuller as Treasurer.  See one of these 

persons to sign up for days to greet and sell 

pumpkins. 

Unload Pumpkin Day!                    
Sunday, September 27 at 1 PM       

We need all hands on deck.  We will 
eat a quick lunch after worship and 
start unloading.  Can’t lift a heavy 

pumpkin? We have them coming in all 
sizes, and we need all persons to 

help!   
This is not a youth only mission.  It is 

All-Church!                                                    
Selling will end after an October 31st 
Trunk or Treat.  This means we will 

have all of October to sell.  Everyday!                           
On Saturdays we will have Saturday cele-

brations.  Ideas?  Let us know.                                           
Pumpkin bake sale, story time, costume con-

tests, pet blessings, pet costume contests, face 
painting, photo opportunity, pumpkin carving 

contests, pumpkin painting contests are just a 
few of the ideas.                     Let’s make this a 

church wide activity, and all be involved to make 
it a great success! 

Calling all Thespians: Adults, Youth, Children 

We will be performing The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever  this year.  Because the children 

are not presently meeting for Kids Praise, we 

decided to open the “children’s program” slot 

for this Christmas to all persons, and produce a 

fabulous play about Christmas and it’s real 

meaning.                                                                        

If you are interested, get with Sheri.  We will 

began rehearsals soon to be ready for        

Christmas time 



This free newsletter is written by church staff and 
produced by your pastor and is sent to our members 
and recent visitors.  If you would like to be added to 
our mailing list, contact the church office at                  
918-756-6083 or fumcokm@gmail.com. 

Our Website:  http://www.fumcokmulgee.org. 

Staff: 

Bishop Jimmy Nunn, Oklahoma Conference & OIMC 

Rev. Terry Koehn, District Superintendent 

Rev. Sheri Lashley, Minister 

Susie Fuller, Administrative Assistant 

Jeana Robinson, Children’s Director 

Kendall Warren, Youth Director 

Sean O’Brien, Music Director 

Corinne Pitts, Organist 

Jack & Janel Wright, Custodians 

Helen Nygard, Pantry Coordinator 

Kendall Warren, Media Coordinator 

Carie Carter, Nursery Coordinator 

 

Prayer Concerns 

 

Bob Baxter 

Rachel Cockburn 

Barbara Colbert 

Nancy Conder 

Valerie Goodwin 

Georgia Burgess Harjo 

Tom Henry 

Gayla Hurt 

Louie Moore 

Bill Nygard 

Vickie Palmer 

Hank Pharis 

Kathi Rikard 

Emma Williams 

Linda Clark Wolf 

Graycie Family 

Carl Pratchard 

 

Family and Friends of        

James Yeager                                                                  

Bob Barnard 

Lauren Hess 

 

Continue to Remember: 

Dan Jones 

Kenneth Mann 

Dr. R. D. Miller 

Robert Roland 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Growing together in Christ as we 

reach out and serve others. 

302 South Seminole                             

Okmulgee, Oklahoma  74447 


