
April  28, 2021 

Hello Church! 

     It is Spring!  Even if  we have the one or two days of  cold and almost freezing temps, as 
usual in Oklahoma, we still can feel it in the air, smell it in the blooms, hear it in the birds.  
It is Spring!  It is the time for baseball and softball and proms and graduations.  In the midst 
of  all the chaos and strangeness of  the past year, we are coming out of  the storm that was, 
and into the bright future.  We don’t know yet what this time brings, but it just feels more 
like life is coming around to something we recognize, and that has us breathing just a little 
easier. 
     

     So, now what?  What in life are we hoping to find? We all seek somewhat the same 
things; joy, peace, love.  Our lives are filling up with all the things that feel normal.  We are 
back to school, back to work, back to church, back to the lake, vacations are coming.  So 
what does that mean for our lives.  It feels good to be back being busy.  We have spent a lot 
of  time holding back from our busy-ness.  And now we go back to find meaning in our lives, 
and get back to all the “things” that we love doing and being a part of.   
       

     One of  my favorite authors and writers, Barbara Brown Taylor, in one of  her sermons, 
tells the story of  a woman on a quest to find the meaning of  life. She reads every spirituali-
ty book she can get her hands on. She goes to lectures. She talks to learned scholars. Finally, 
she decides there’s nothing else to do but sell all she has and travel the world, asking those 
she meets about the meaning of  life. 
     In a distant land she hears rumors of  one who knows the answer, but she can never find 
him. Finally, in a tiny hut in the Himalayas, she finds this wise teacher, squatting by the fire. 
He invites her in for tea. “No,” she says, “I have not come for tea, I’m only seeking the mean-
ing of  life.” 
     The wise old man insists she come in, and finally she does. Suddenly she feels a compul-
sion to talk to this man, to pour out to him all that’s on her heart. This she does, for many 
long minutes, never giving him a chance to speak. 
Without a word, he begins to pour her some tea. Oblivious, she keeps on talking. She 
doesn’t notice when her cup becomes full. She notices it only when the hot liquid overflows 
the cup and begins to burn her hand. 
“Stop,” she shouts out, “there’s no more room!” 
“Just so,” says the learned sage. “You come here wanting something from me, but what am I 
to do? There is no more room in your cup. Come back when it is empty and then we will 
talk.” 
 

     I pray that we can all find time to be a bit empty, so that God can fill us up again.  I am so 
glad that more and more are finding their way back to church, Sunday mornings, and to 
other activities that we have.  Know that we will continue to offer online worship on Face-
book live and YouTube.  We are so glad that there are those who have found us and worship 
with us from wherever they are.  We pray that all might encounter God in some meaningful 
way, and in doing so, find meaning for our lives. 
 
    All my love!   

      Sheri   
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Bible Study 

Curt Allen is leading us in Bible study, 

“Learning How to Study Our Bible More 

Deeply”  We join together each Sunday even-

ing at  5PM for dinner with the Youth, and 

then they go do their thing, and then we begin 

our study.  We would love for all to join us for 

a night of fellowship, food, and Bible! 

See you Sunday at 5! 

From the Children’s Department 

Jeana Robinson, Children’s Director 

It's April and we are talking about Jesus appearing to the 

disciples and Jesus is the good shepherd in Sunday 

School and Children's Church. 

A big thank you to everyone that helped with the church 

social April 3rd, everyone that brought plastic eggs and 

candy, and everyone that attended. 

   The egg dyeing station was a big hit! Thanks to Suzie 

Mueller for five dozen boiled eggs.  Nancy Droemer was 

kind enough to share her baby ducks with us, and the 

kids loved them.   

The food was great, the Easter egg hunt was so much fun 

and we where blessed with a beautiful day. A good time 

was had by all!! 

Take Care,  

Jeana 

 

From the pen of  Kendall Warren,                  

Youth Director….. 

      During Lent the youth participated in the Lenten 

Bible study.   One of the topics covered during the 
study was about the ability and importance of getting 

other people into church.  I asked the youth what they 
could do to invite others to youth.  They came up with 

a game night where every member of the youth would 
invite a friend that they know whom doesn't attend 
church.  I thought that was a great Idea. We are plan-

ning to have a game night lock-in soon.  We will be 
playing video games and board games all night 

long.  So prayers will be need for the adults staying up 
all night lol.   

This month we are also doing a community service 
project.  April is Child Abuse Awareness Month.  We 

will be doing a bike-a-thon on April 25th.  The money 
raised will go to buying stuffed animals to give to local 
please departments and community groups that help 

abused children.  When a child is removed from a 
home due to abuse the police will give the children 

stuffed animals to comfort them during this chaotic 

time in their young lives.   We are asking for monetary 

donations or 6" to 8" stuff animals to be donated.  You 
can give it to one of the youth, give it to me, or put 

money in offering.  Once we have everything collected, 
the youth will be delivering the stuffed animals so they 

can talk to police officers and community groups about 
child abuse.   
Finally, I would like to tell you some accomplishments 

of our amazingly talented youth over the last month. 
Drake Cockburn completed confirmation and is now an 

adult member of the church.  Both Jamie Workman and 
Jackson Vaughn performed in the Morris High School 

play production of "Most Likely To: Senior Superla-

tives".  Both had great performances.  Calvin Warren 

is on a competitive cheer squad that has qualified for 

the Cheer World Championships to be held at Disney 
World in Orlando, Florida on May 1st.  Ethan War-

ren  recently competed in the Oklahoma State Aca-
demic meet for freshmen and sophomores and his 
team finished in 4th place.  If you see any of them 

at church, please tell them congratulations.  
___________________________________________ 

Upcoming youth dates 

May 2nd No Youth  
May 9th Youth 5-7:30 pm 

Kendall  

LEADERSHIP TEAM Meeting  

Tuesday 

May 18, 2021 

At 6:30 pm 

We will meet in the M and M 

room in the office building.   

SPRC meets at 5:30 PM  

 

 

 

   

Save your aluminum cans!  The men cash 

them in and use the money for many mission 

projects! 

There are large trash cans sitting around for 

can collections! 

UMM DINNER CLUB 

UMM will meet the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  So, 

come eat dinner at 5:30 or so. All men are members of the 

United Methodist Men, and are welcome and encouraged 

to attend!  

 

OBI Blood Drive 

One of the easiest ways for us to give to the king-
dom is by giving blood.  We are the designated spot 

for the city of Okmulgee to hold Oklahoma Blood 
Institute Blood drives.  It is so very needed to keep 
blood supplies up.  They are in and out of the Rowe 
FLC and clean up after themselves!  We are so glad 
to be able to serve our community in this way.  If 

you are able to give blood, I hope you will consider 
doing so.  Our next drive here is: May 14, 11-4. 

_____________________________________________________ 

Mother’s Day is coming soon!  On Sunday May 9, we will 
celebrate our mothers, and those who mother, as God 

mothers us all.  
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From the Pantry and Helen! 

I thought I would share some statistics with you  

These are the end of year numbers from 2020. 

People served: 

Ages 0-18   301                Ages 18-55    620 

Ages 55+   367                 Disabled-202 

Veteran-51                       Male-645 

Female-638                     Showers-80  

Okmulgee First UMC Community Pantry served: 

Households 592_______________Individuals-1307 

Please know that we were busy, even in the Pan-
demic year of 2020!  We have over 30 volunteers, 
and we use our housing in your church, as well as 
using the utilities in the church’s name.  YOU 
make a difference!  Thanks for all your support of 
this important and vital ministry!  “Peter, do you 
love me?”  “Lord, you know I love you.”  “Feed my 
sheep.” John 21”17      Shalom~~~Helen 

  

 

          Have Your Camera (phone) Ready! 

We are hoping to gain photos of all of our events, and 
happenings around the church.  Beverly Walker is 
helping by doing excellent videos for worship, face-
book, and the website.  So, pull out those phones, and 
start shooting pictures and videos.  If you need info 
to get these to Beverly, please call the church of-
fice, or if you see her, just ask!   

_______________________________________ 

Holy Communion Every Week! 

John Wesley reminds us in his sermon entitled "The 
Duty of Constant Communion," that we should take 

Holy Communion as often as possible. So in this spir-
it, we will offer Holy Communion every Sunday in 

both services.   

In the 11:00 AM service, it will be at the usual place 
in the service.  In the 9:00 AM service, it will be at 

the conclusion of the benediction.  Taking Communion 
is a choice we get to make.  I just want to offer the 

opportunity to anyone who would like to take Holy 
Communion.   

_______________________________________

VBS is on for this year! 

We will offer Vacation Bible Study for this summer.  The 

dates are yet to be decided but Jeana will be getting 

with you about participation. Be watching for more in-

formation soon.  This is such a great outreach to the 

community! 

The Morris High School Choir gave a won-

derful concert to our church Tuesday night.  

 It was FANTASTIC! 

Thanks to Kendall for the media coordinat-

ing, and for all who brought cookies and 

treats, as well as helped set up and tear 

down after the reception!  I believe that eve-

ry opportunity we have to bring others into 

our church space is well worthwhile! 

Dream Like Jesus 

I have been involved in a 3-year program call 

“Creating a Culture of Renewal.”  I am about to 

finish my second year.  It has been and is an op-

portunity to be coached by some pretty incredible 

church and pastor “coaches” and it is quite a bit of 

work.  Rebekah Simon Peter is the lead and au-

thor of the program, and is one of my coaches.  

She wrote a book that I would encourage all per-

sons to read.  It says that we need to dream big, 

when we follow what Jesus would have us do and 

be.  If we had big dreams like Jesus, what would 

we look like, individually, and as a church com-

munity? 

I am praying that you might help me to dream 

big, and lets do some great kingdom work! 

Let me know what you are thinking of! 

Potluck lunches to start back on the first Sun-

day of the month.  Our first will be the first 

Sunday in June!  Get your group on the list to 

sponsor a Sunday!  Yea Potluck! 

________________________________________________

Looking for team members who are interested 

in doing mission work in this community, and 

beyond.  If this is your jam, get with Sheri, or 

call the church office! 

________________________________________________

Are you a party planner?!  

Needing planners and delegaters to plan some 

things.  Is this you? :)  



This free newsletter is written by church staff and 
produced by your pastor and is sent to our members 
and recent visitors.  If you would like to be added to 
our mailing list, contact the church office at                  
918-756-6083 or fumcokm@gmail.com. 

Our Website:  http://www.fumcokmulgee.org. 

Staff: 

Bishop Jimmy Nunn, Oklahoma Conference & OIMC 

Rev. Terry Koehn, District Superintendent 

Rev. Sheri Lashley, Minister 

Susie Fuller, Administrative Assistant 

Jeana Robinson, Children’s Director 

Kendall Warren, Youth Director 

Sean O’Brien, Music Director 

Corinne Pitts, Organist 

Jack & Janel Wright, Custodians 

Helen Nygard, Pantry Coordinator 

Kendall Warren, Media Coordinator 

Carie Carter, Nursery Coordinator 

Prayer Concerns 

 

Bill Nygard 

Kenneth Mann 

Hank Pharis 

Kathi Rikard 

Barbara Colbert 

Tom Henry 

Vickie Palmer 

Robin Melton 

Cindy Harjo 

Barr Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continue to pray for 

your church, the pas-

tor, the staff, and all 

the volunteers.   

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Growing together in Christ as we 

reach out and serve others. 

302 South Seminole                             

Okmulgee, Oklahoma  74447 


