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The plan for the Christmas Eve service, a service of celebration, a      
service of music, a service of Holy Communion, a service of candlelight, 
will be at 6:00PM.  If you would like to share your musical or liturgical 
reading talents with our community, please call the church office, or get 
with Sheri.  I will start calling if I don’t hear from you! 

     One of my favorite Christmas stories is about the old shoe cobbler who dreamed one 

Christmas Eve that Jesus would come to visit him the next day. The dream was so real that 
he was convinced it would come true. 

So the next morning he got up and went out and cut green boughs and decorated his little 
cobbler shop and got all ready for Jesus to come and visit. He was so sure that Jesus was 
going to come that he just sat down and waited for Him. 

     The hours passed and Jesus didn’t come. But an old man came. He came inside for a mo-
ment to get warm out of the winter cold. As the cobbler talked with him he noticed the holes 
in the old man’s shoes, so he reached up on the shelf and got him a new pair of shoes. He 

made sure they fit and that his socks were dry and sent him on his way. 
     Still he waited. But Jesus didn’t come. An old woman came. A woman who hadn’t had a 

decent meal in two days. They sat and visited for a while, and then he prepared some food 
for her to eat. He gave her a nourishing meal and sent her on her way. 
Then he sat down again to wait for Jesus. But Jesus still didn’t come. 

     Then he heard a little boy crying out in front of his shop. He went out and talked with the 
boy, and discovered that the boy had been separated from his parents and didn’t know how 

to get home. So he put on his coat, took the boy by the hand and led him home. 
When he came back to his little shoe shop it was almost dark and the streets were emptied of 
people. And then in a moment of despair he lifted his voice to heaven and said, “Oh Lord Je-

sus, why didn’t you come?” 
     And then in a moment of silence he seemed to hear a voice saying, “Oh shoe cobbler, lift 
up your heart. I kept my word. Three times I knocked at your friendly door. Three times my 

shadow fell across your floor. I was the man with the bruised feet. I was the woman you gave 
to eat. I was the boy on the homeless street.” 

Jesus had come. The cobbler just didn’t realize it. 
 I pray that you see Jesus in all that you meet. He is everywhere. And in this season 
that puts our minds to his birth, might you allow Jesus to be born in you again, as often as 

you recognize him. 
 
Sheri 



UMW JANUARY    
MEETING 

 

Tuesday, January 
7th 

9:30am-Business 
10:30am-Program  

( Harmony Bldg.) 

UMM Dinner Club 
The Methodist Men will  

meet Wednesday,       
January 15, 2020 

At 5:30 pm in Fellowship 
Hall 

Pledge Cards 
Pledge Cards have been sent out.  We will 
collect them in worship until the middle of 

December.  I hope that you will all be in 
worship to do so, but if you have to miss, 
please turn in the cards to the church office.  

I know some don’t like to pledge, for many 
reasons.  Know that it is a tool for the lead-

ership of the church and not a way to con-
trol you and your family.  We do send out 
quarterly giving sheets, only to let you know 

where you are in your pledged giving.   

What is a tithe? Let’s start with the basics. 
Simply put, the tithe is the first 10% of your 

income that should be given to your local 
church. It’s strictly measured in money, so 
you can’t replace it with giving your time or 

your talents. What does the Bible say about 
tithing? According to Leviticus 27:30 (TLB), 

"A tenth of the produce of the land, whether 
grain or fruit, is the Lord’s, and is holy." And 
2 Corinthians 9:7 (NIV) says, "Each of you 

should give what you have decided in your 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under com-

pulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver." 

What’s the difference between tithing and 

offerings? A tithe is an amount (a percentage 
of your income and an offering is anything 

given beyond that, but not in place of the 
tithe. An offering comes from excess, a sacri-
ficial giving.After you’ve tithed, you can give 

in other ways: Giving a cash offering to your 
church above and beyond the tithe, giving 

money to a charity you support, giving to a 
friend or neighbor in need, or giving of your 
time or talents. Not only does giving of your 

money or other resources generate good in 
the lives of others, it also generates content-
ment in your heart.Please pray for discern-

ment in whether your family will tithe, or 
work toward a tithe.  I have struggled in my 

life with this, so I understand.  If you can’t 
tithe 10%, then at least do more than you 
did last year.  And know that you are a 

blessing to God, and the Kingdom. 

Leadership Team 

Thursday 

January 16, 2020 

SPRC– 5:30pm 

Leadership Team-6:30pm 

Nursery Coordinator needed!  

This is a paid position.   Sunday 

mornings 8:45-12:00.  If you know 

someone or if you are interested 

please call the Church office,               

918-756-6083.  We need volun-

teers in the nursery starting Dec. 

1st until someone is hired full 

time.  PLEASE HELP! 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

 

Christmas Offering envelopes are in the 
pews.  If you would like to offer extra giving 

above your regular giving, you may do so.  
Monies collected in these envelopes will go 
toward the way that we do missional giving 

in our church on a global level.  The enve-
lopes are red and will be denoted as Christ-

mas giving.  

 

Pantry 
Success 

Stories to 
run     

starting 
January 

2020! 

 

January 2020 



Crossfire  
 

Sunday School for Children  
 

Meets every Sunday at 10:00 am 
in the Children’s Building.  
 

C h i l d r e n ’ s  C h u r c h  
 

M e e t s  e v e r y  S u n d a y  @  1 1 : 0 0  
a m  e x c e p t  t h e  1 s t  S u n d a y  
o f  t h e  m o n t h .  

Children’s Ministry News! 

DECEMBER 
 

Sunday, December 22 

Morris Christmas Program 

Time:  TBA 

Tuesday, December 24 

 6:00—Christmas Eve Service 

Wednesday, December 25 

 6-7:30—Merry Christmas! 

   No Youth 

Sunday, December 29 

 5-7:30—No Youth 

Tuesday, December 31 

New Year’s Eve Party 
 

JANUARY 2020! 
 

Sunday, January 5 

5-7:30—Youth 

Wednesday, January 8 

 6-7:30—Youth Bible Study 

   Harmony Building 

Sunday, January 12  

5-7:30—Youth 

Wednesday, January 15 

 6-7:30—Youth Bible Study 

   Harmony Building 

Sunday, January 19 

5-7:30—Youth 

Wednesday, January 22 

 6-7:30—Youth Bible Study 

   Harmony Building 

Sunday, January 26 

5-7:30—Youth 

Wednesday, January 29 

 6-7:30—Youth Bible Study 

   Harmony Building 

Nursery Coordinator needed!   
 

This is a paid position.  Sunday mornings  

8:45-12:00.  If you know someone or if you are 

interested please call the Church office,          

918-756-6083. 
 

We need volunteers in the nursery starting 

Dec. 1st until someone is hired full time.  

PLEASE HELP! 

Kids  Pr a i se  C h o ir  
 

 
K i d s  P r a i s e  P r a c t i c e  w i l l  
r e s u m e  o n  J a n u a r y  1 5 t h .  

 
E v e r y  W e d n e s d a y  @  

5 : 3 0 — 6 : 3 0  p m  
I n  t h e  C h i l d r e n ’ s  S u n d a y  

S c h o o l  R o o m  
C h i l d r e n  &  Y o u t h  a r e      

w e l c o m e !  

Merry 

Christmas to Our Youth! 

 

From  

Kendall Warren 



This free newsletter is sent to our members and    
recent visitors.  If you would like to be added to our 
mailing list, contact the church office at                  
918-756-6083 or fumcokm@gmail.com. 

Our Website:  http://www.fumcokmulgee.org. 

Staff: 
 

Bishop Jimmy Nunn, Oklahoma Conference & Oklahoma 
Indian Missionary Conference 

Rev. Terry Koehn, District Superintendent 
Rev. Sheri Lashley, Minister 

Jeana Robinson, Children’s Director 
Kendall Warren, Youth Director 

Vacancy, Music Director 
Corinne Pitts, Organist 
Marie Harris, Pianist 

Vacancy, Nursery Coordinator 
Jack & Janel Wright, Custodians 

Helen Nygard, Pantry Coordinator 
Susie Fuller, Administrative Assistant 

H. June Marshall, Secretary 

SPIRE NOTES 

First United Methodist Church 

302 S. Seminole 

Okmulgee, OK 74447 

Prayer Concerns 

Amanda 

Rachel Cockburn 

Janet Decker & 

Bill Burks 

Eddie Evans 

Archie & Jim Fuller 

Georgia B. Harjo 

Jack Lylis 

Lou Marbry 

Beth Myers 

Susan Niklas 

Vickie Palmer 

Sawyer Patrick 

Kathy Rikard 

Family of Gene Riley, 

  Jeana Robinson’s Dad 

Carol White 

James Yeager 

 

Continue to Remember: 

 

Bob & Nila Barnard 

Alice Dangott 

David Harris 

Dan Jones 

Kenneth Mann 

Dr. R. D. Miller 

Robert Roland 

Service Men & Women 

Food Pantry Clients & 

Staff  

Homeless Shelter   

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Growing together in Christ as we reach 

out and serve others. 


