
December 3, 2020 

 

Hello everyone! 

I sit here thinking of what to say to you, that will be meaningful, and perhaps help us move into a 

season of anticipation and expectation! There are many that are just wishing this year of 2020 

away, and praying and hoping nothing else will happen to hurt our world, and that we can usher 

in a new year, and that 2021 will be so much better then 2020.   

But wishing away a year, when it is still so early in December is sad.  It makes me sad to think 

that we want to wish away the time that most of us love so much.  That time when we celebrate 

the best gift that God has ever given us.  That time when we wish away Christmas family tradi-

tions because we cannot be together as we want, or we have done in the past.  Wishing away 

what is so good for our hearts, and our relationships. 

This year of 2020, has not been one that we want to continue.  But if we think back and look really 

hard at this past year, there are many blessings that have happened.  There are things that have 

blessed our hearts, and have kept us going.  There have been weddings, and births, baptisms and 

Holy Communion.  There have been new technologies acquired, and we have learned many new 

skills.  We have expanded our knowledge and our expertise in the use of these technologies.  We 

have had bean suppers, and fed people through the pantry and Thanksgiving Dinner. There have 

been some good things that have happened.  And the best thing that has happened, happened 

very, very long ago.  And it is our pleasure to able to celebrate Jesus’ birth, even if it looks differ-

ent this year. 

I found this story that gives me a different perspective on this time. Might your heart sing in the 

coming weeks, even if the singing doesn’t come from our mouths. 

The great cellist Pablo Casals, in his life story entitled Joys and Sorrows, revisits his first 

memory of attending church on Christmas Eve when he was 5. He walked to the church in a small 

village in Spain hand-in-hand with his father, who was the church organist. 

As he walked, he shivered _ not because the night was cold, but because the atmosphere was so 

mysterious. 

"I felt that something wonderful was about to happen. High overhead, the heavens were full of 

stars, and as we walked in silence I held my father's hand .... In the dark, narrow streets, there 

were moving figures, shadowy and spectral and silent, too, moving into the church, silently .... My 

father played the organ, and when I sang, it was my heart that was singing, and I poured out eve-

rything that was in me.  

Thank you for your continued faithfulness, and much love in this truly blessed season! 

    Sheri   
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Did You Know? 
Our church is host to the Narcotics Anon-

ymous group called Lost and Found.  They 

meet in the Sanctuary basement on Mon-

days, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 7 PM.  If 

you need more information, please call 

the church office. 

They also have a birthday dinner one night a month. 

From the Pantry! 

We have been very busy this November.  We have lots 

of new clients. Families are moving in together to 

share utilities and rent: multi-generational families 

just trying to survive day to day.  I have observed that 

people wikth the least are the first to share. 

The showers are being used more now than ever be-

fore.  I think you would be very surprised how many 

people are living in abandoned houses, and many are 

living out of their cars.  We began the shower ministry 

in 2015.  That January a young man who name is Aaron 

was released from jail.  He walked across the street 

needing food, clothes, and a hot shower.  After a few 

bumpy starts, he became one of God’s success stories.  

He now helps teens by telling his story and his recov-

ery. 

I don’t know if you have any idea what it feels like to 

not have a shower for day, or even weeks.  To receive 

that gift is definitely healing, both physically and men-

tally.  It is a new start with many possibilities.  I am so 

proud to be a part of a church family that makes this 

happen, to share our resources that are seemingly 

small to each of us, something we 

take for granted, but is a vital minis-

try to the least of these. 

Please keep the pantry, the clients, 

and the volunteers in your prayers this holiday season. 

Ski Vacation! Ski Vacation! Ski Vacation! 

The youth would like to invite members of the congrega-

tion on a Ski Trip over spring break, March 15th-19th, to 

Winter Park, Colorado. We will be staying in a private 

cabin at the YMCA Snow Mountain  Resort.  The cabin 

sleeps 26 people with activities on site for everyone.   We 

will be the only group staying in the cabin. Skiing will be 

three days at Winter Park.  If skiing is not your thing, 

you are welcome to come and just relax at the cabin or 

around town.  We have 10 spots available.  If you're in-

terested in going, please see Kendall for more infor-

mation. 

Skier $425 pp 

This includes ski rental, lift ticket, and lodging. 

Non skier $225 pp 

This included lodging  

  There is a payment plan available for the trip so you can 

pay it out over next three months.  

Sheri is going, but not going skiing!  I look forward to 

spending some quality time with everyone, and sharing 

in the cooking for everyone!  Families are welcome. 

 

A Very Thanksgiving Dinner! 

Thank you to all who participated in our Annual  
Thanksgiving Dinner.  We served 140 dinners, inside 

and to go.  We ran out of food just as it all ended, and 
we had enough food for all.   

It looked different than years past, but thanks to all 
who still gave of their time, money, food, and prayers.  

UMM DINNER CLUB 

UMM will meet the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  So, De-

cember 16, come eat dinner at 5:30 or so. All men are 

members of the United Methodist Men, and are welcome 

and encouraged to attend!  

LEADERSHIP 

TEAM 

Meeting  

Thursday 

December 17, 2020 

At 6:30 pm 

We will meet in the 

Rowe Family Life 

Center. 

 

 

 

 

UMW will start back in 

January.  We will be in 

our new room in the of-

fice building. 

All women are members of  

The United Methodist Women.  

The Women of the church have 

a long history of working and 

giving to women and children 

that are in need.   

Please Join Us! 

1st Tues of month-10:30AM 

Did you know?Did you know?Did you know?   

We closed on the house at We closed on the house at We closed on the house at    

319 S Okmulgee this past month.   The plan is 319 S Okmulgee this past month.   The plan is 319 S Okmulgee this past month.   The plan is 

to demolish it in  January.  We have made to demolish it in  January.  We have made to demolish it in  January.  We have made 

some  arrangements for salvage before this some  arrangements for salvage before this some  arrangements for salvage before this 

happens.  happens.  happens.     

Call for more information!Call for more information!Call for more information!   

(We are currently doing a capital  Campaign to pay for (We are currently doing a capital  Campaign to pay for (We are currently doing a capital  Campaign to pay for 

this house.   Mark your checks for “house campaign.”)this house.   Mark your checks for “house campaign.”)this house.   Mark your checks for “house campaign.”)   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We have adopted an angel family to help this 

Christmas.  The Daughter also has a birthday right 

after Christmas, so we will help with this too. 

You will be able to find the angels on the Christ-

mon tree in the sanctuary this Sunday.  Gifts will 

be due back at the church by De-

cember 20th. 

 



 

The UMM Recycle Cans! 
 

Recycle Your 

Aluminum  

FUMC 

Rinsed... 

Beverage 
Cans 

Foil 

Pie tins 

Baking 
trays 

Cat food cans  

Vienna sausage 
cans 

(No steel cans & 
No soup cans 
please) 

 
It’s hard to believe that Christmas is right 

around the corner.  We have a small tree in the 
children’s classroom.  We’ve been making snow-

men to decorate the tree and Katelyn Warren 
made an angel for the top. Miss Carie is decorat-

ing the nursery and it’s looking great! 

We’ve been talking about sharing God’s bless-
ings with others and how we can show our 

friends that Jesus loves them.  We decided to 
ask our church family to help us. 

 

The Childrens Department has started a food 
drive to help restock our FUMC Pantry.  Dona-
tions of non-perishable food may be left under 
the tree at the 9:00 service in the sanctuary, or 

in the 11:00 service at the Rowe Family Life Cen-
ter.  There is also a donation box in the church 
office and in the children’s Sunday school room. 

 

December 20th will be the last day of our food 
drive. 

 

We are all (children, youth, adults) participating 
in the Chirstmas program that is the play “The 
Best Christmas Pageant Ever.” If you can just 

make a few rehearsals we would love to have you 
be a part. We just need to know for costumes 
and programs.  The play will be on December 

20th, 6:30 PM in the Sanctuary.  It involves our 
chancel choir as well.  Please mark your calen-

dars to attend! 

 

 Jeana Robinson  Children’s Director  

Children’s Ministry News! 

Did you know? 
We have been hosting Oklahoma Blood Institute 
Drives this past year.  They have had a great need 
and we had the space to fill that need.  Well, they 

are still needing more help and so we are having one 
on Jan 2, Saturday, from 10AM to 3PM.  Get on 
their website or call them to get on their schedule.  

What life giving gifts we can give to help those who 
need it.  Perhaps you or your family will need it.  

Won’t you be glad someone gave?! 
 

FROM THE EPICENTER 
ENCOURAGING PEOPLE IN CHRIST 

UNITED METHODIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
 

The youth will be participating in the church wide 

play "The Greatest Christmas Pageant Ever" on 

Sunday December 20th. Come and join us for the 

play at 6:30 PM.   

We are currently working on a mission project for 

the church pantry.   There are many families that 

use the pantry that have children.   We wanted to 

help these families by providing a Birthday Bag 

for each child.   The bag will have cake mix, icing, 

couple toys, and a card.   This way the the family 

will have an easier time celebrating a child's 

birthday. 

Thank you to Donna Boss Martin, Rev. Sheri, Jack 

and Janel Wright for providing meals for the 

youth over the last month.   We greatly appreciate 

you support.   If you are interested in providing 

meals for the youth in December or January, 

please let me know.   

Schedule for Youth (subject to change!)  

December 6th  4:30 play practice and youth to follow 

December 13th  4:30 play practice and youth to follow 

December 19th  play practice time T.B.A. 

December 20th 6:30 The greatest Christmas Pageant Ev-
er  

December 27th No Youth 

January 3rd 5:00-7:30 Youth 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                     Christmas is Coming! 

The Chancel Choir and the participants 

for the play “The Best Christmas Pag-

eant Ever” are combining to perform on 

Sunday evening December 20th at 6:30 

PM. This will be open to the public, and 

we will also livestream.   

If you would like for you or your chil-

dren and youth to be a part of the pro-

gram, please contact Sheri or the church 

office. 

There are a couple of children parts 

open, so if your children or youth want 

to be a part, please holler! 

Christmas Eve Candlelight and Holy Communion 
Service, in the Sanctuary, Dec. 24th at 6:30 

PM.Bring your family and friends. 

No better way to welcome Jesus in-
to the world. 

Ringers are needed for December 8th at 

Walmart. 

Please see Bill Nygard ASAP!!! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



This free newsletter is written by church staff and 
produced by your pastor and is sent to our members 
and recent visitors.  If you would like to be added to 
our mailing list, contact the church office at                  
918-756-6083 or fumcokm@gmail.com. 

Our Website:  http://www.fumcokmulgee.org. 

Staff: 

Bishop Jimmy Nunn, Oklahoma Conference & OIMC 

Rev. Terry Koehn, District Superintendent 

Rev. Sheri Lashley, Minister 

Susie Fuller, Administrative Assistant 

Jeana Robinson, Children’s Director 

Kendall Warren, Youth Director 

Sean O’Brien, Music Director 

Corinne Pitts, Organist 

Jack & Janel Wright, Custodians 

Helen Nygard, Pantry Coordinator 

Kendall Warren, Media Coordinator 

Carie Carter, Nursery Coordinator 

 

Prayer Concerns 

 

 

Barbara Colbert 

Rachel Cockburn 

Family of Minnie Wolfe 

Linda Wolfe 

Dan Jones 

Robert Roland 

Bob Baxter 

Hank Pharis 

Kathi Rikard 

Tom Henry 

Vickie Palmer 

Nancy Conder 

Janet  Renfro 
Family of Mary Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for our 

church, our pastor, our 

staff, and for the      

leadership of the 

church.  The staff give 

thanks for each and 

every one of you and 

all of your prayers for 

them. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Growing together in Christ as we 

reach out and serve others. 

302 South Seminole                             

Okmulgee, Oklahoma  74447 


