
November 3, 2020 

Hello Church Family! 

     There are so many wonderful things happening in the church even in the midst of all the things 

that are happening in the country: the fact that Covid 19 still lives and causes havoc everywhere, 

the election and so much vitriol over all things political, the unrest in racial discrimination, and 

the issues that law enforcement faces. It is sometimes hard to live among all of this, and remain 

positive in our own personal worlds. So….. instead of focusing on all the evil and chaos in the 

world, I pray that we can focus on what God has done, and is doing in the life of the church and in 

the life of our families.  We just celebrated All Saints Sunday, where we celebrate those saints 

that have gone before us.  We remember their faithfulness to God, and to this church.  They have 

fed us, and taught us, and worked in us, as they were disciples of Christ.  They now have passed 

on the reigns to us, and we are to carry on! 

     There are so many upgrades that we have done to our church buildings!  We cleaned up. 

freshened up, and painted the Children’s Building! It is warm and inviting!  The Epi Center (youth 

building) has had many upgrades, and is now a wonderful place for our youth to meet!  The Office 

building has had some upgrades; the pantry side  has new paint, a new wall, and it is still getting 

worked on.  The other side is a beautiful new room for UMW to meet, and will likely be where we 

are looking to start a young adult ministry.  We are working on a library in the Office building as 

well.  With selected books from our main building library, and many book that Martin Ehde donat-

ed, it is going to be a place where we can find books on many subjects. The office itself, has been 

getting a few facelifts, and a donor family paid to put new carpet in the office for Children and 

Youth, and in the Pastor’s study. 

     It recently came to our attention that the house behind the Rowe Family Life Center(319 S. Ok-

mulgee) has had several fires and the Okmulgee Fire Dept., has had to come out to extinguish 

them.  We found that the house has had occupants living there, and the fires were so that they 

could cook, even though there are no utilities running there at the time. (If it were to catch fire, it 

would put our buildings in danger) We were told by those in the police department that illegal ac-

tivities have been occurring in this property. (If you want to know more, ask me!)  We communi-

cated to the owner what was going on, and learned that he would like to sell it, and offered it to 

us for the cost of his loan payoff.  It has also come to my attention that throughout the last 10-15 

years, there are those who have wanted to buy it, and those who have not wanted to buy it for 

various reasons. The Leadership Team feels that at this particular time, the price is right, the mo-

tivation is right, and now, all we need are the finances to be right.  We want to give you the oppor-

tunity to give to this Campaign of purchasing this property that would indeed give us the entire 

block.  We have not had a pressing reason to purchase it before now, but with all the circum-

stances, we believe that it is in God’s timing as well. 

     We do have monies that could be utilized in the purchasing of this property, however, before 

we get into those monies, we decided to have a very short Capital Campaign.  If you would like to 

give to the purchase of the house, the mowing fees, or the tear down cost, it will all be part of the 

Campaign.  Please notate your check or payment to the Campaign, “House Campaign.” 

     Thank you for your continued faithfulness, much love, 

    Sheri   

www.fumcokmulgee.org 



Enclosed with this newsletter are a couple of 

things.  1st, there is a T-Shirt Order form.  We 

are going to be ordering again, so if you missed 

it last time, here it is again.  There are t-Shirts, 

Polo shirts, and there are hats! 

Also, there is a breakdown of the Apportion-

ments that we pay.  If you need more info 

about apportionments, please ask Sheri. If you 

would like to pay on these above your church 

tithe, and if you would like to “adopt” one of 

these, just contact Susie at the church office! 

From the Pantry! 

     Every day is different.  Everyday brings new needs.  

While we navigate in this changing time in history, the 

one constant we can count on is that God is with us..  

God is with us every step of the way.                                  

One of our clients that is raising 3 small children, re-

cently told me that she now has 2 more children in her 

household.  She is fostering her sister’s children, a 2 

year old and a 4 month old.  Can you imagine raising 5 

children under 6 years old.  And, we complain of being 

stuck at the house. In these times, we need to feel 

grateful if we have a roof over our heads, and a heater 

to keep us warm.  We are the fortunate ones. Many of 

our clients are not! 

We give thanks for all of the saints, past and present, 

that contribute time and money to the food pantry.  We 

keep trying to do God’s will as we feed the hungry.   

We are in need of blankets, winter coats, and new 

socks. We could also use sleeping bags, and hot choc-

olate mix that comes in packets.   

And we always covet your prayers, for the ministry of 

the pantry, and for our clients/families, and all of the 

volunteers that make the pantry possible. 
 

Shalom, Helen 

 

Our church staff are 

the finest anywhere! 

These are 2 of my 

favorite being’s in 

the whole world. 

Susie takes a mi-

nute out of her busy 

work day to hold 

Zoe.  Susie is one of 

the hardest workers 

I have ever known.  

She is also one of 

the kindest people I 

have ever met.  

Please tell her 

“thank you” for all 

she does!  

Thanksgiving Dinner! 

As is our custom, we will be cooking and serving 
Thanksgiving Dinner on that day.  As usual, it takes a 
lot of hands to serve our community, and to do all the 

things that it takes to put on a great feast. 

Many of your families have done this dinner together 
for many years.  Because this has been such a strange 

year, I want to reach out to all that usually participate 
and see if you want to do so again.  If you will still be 

here, please call the church office!  If you are in church, 
we will pass the clipboard.  But if you won’t be in 

church, we would like to put you on the list!  

Also, as is usual, we will have a need for pies and des-
serts to go with dinner.   

Thanks so much in advance for your  participation! 

UMM DINNER CLUB 

UMM will meet the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  So, No-

vember 18, meet at 5:00PM, and then eat dinner at 5:30 or 

so. All men are members of the United Methodist Men, and 

are welcome and encouraged to attend!  

LEADERSHIP 

TEAM 

Meeting  

Tuesday 

November 17, 2020 

At 6:30 pm 

We will meet in the 

Rowe Family Life 

Center. 

Next….Dec. 17 

 

 

The United Methodist Men of this church 

would like to thank everyone for once again 

stepping up to make the Bean Dinners a    

wonderful success.  Those who worked at the 

dinners, who cooked, served, set up, tore 

down, made desserts, ate beans and corn-

bread and slaw…..you all had a part in a great 

ministry, and not only do the men make    

some money for paying of missions, the 

amount of people that we see come to our 

dinners, and we get to socialize with, make it 

all worth the work. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sheri wishes to thank the men who work so 

very hard to give us the suppers each year.  It 

is a lot of work, and it is truly appreciated! 

UMW will start back in 

January.  We will be in 

our new room in the of-

fice building. 

All women are members of  

The United Methodist Women.  

The Women of the church have 

a long history of working and 

giving to women and children 

that are in need.   

Please Join Us! 

1st Tues of month-10:30AM 

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!!! 

       Susie Fuller 

   Administrative Asst. 

   (And so much more!) 



 

The UMM Recycle Cans! 
 

Recycle Your 

Aluminum  

FUMC 

Rinsed... 

Beverage 
Cans 

Foil 

Pie tins 

Baking 
trays 

Cat food cans  

Vienna sausage 
cans 

(No steel cans & 
No soup cans 
please) 

 
Trunk or Treat was so much fun! A record 

number of families came through the pump-
kin patch .   Wonderful outreach opportuni-

ties to get to know our community bet-
ter.   The photo areas were used by schools as 

well as families. I really enjoyed seeing our 
kids as well as many, many others. A fun time 

was had by all! 
We have a new family with four children that 

are attending Sunday school and the 11:00 
service. It was nice to reconnect as I first 

meet them when I worked at the Okmulgee 
Public Library. 

In Sunday school and children's church we 
are learning about living the Christian life, 
we need to make sure we do what we say or 

"practice what we preach."  
We are busy making placemats for the 

Thanksgiving dinner at the church.  Our les-
son the week before Thanksgiving will be 

Sharing God's Blessings with Others.  
 

Meet our Children 
Jackson Berry is the son of Rachel Cockburn, 
grandson of Diane Cockburn.  His brothers are 
Luke Berry and Drake Cockburn.  Jackson at-

tends Okmulgee Primary School and his picture 
was in our local newspaper during Red Ribbon 

Week.  
He always has a hug and a kind work for every-

one. Jackson has been in several of the chil-
dren's programs and always does a great job. 

 

 Jeana Robinson  Children’s Director  

Children’s Ministry News! 

 
2020 Pumpkin Patch 

The Pumpkin Patch and bake sale was a great  
success!  For four weeks over 30 volunteers  

showed up to sell pumpkins almost every day.   
Total sales came in  just over $4,000. While our 
profits go toward Missions, that is a very small  

part of what happened during October. 
This church reached out to the community and 

served! I have heard many stories about seeing old 
acquaintances, friends and several people who are 
new to the area.  You reached out in a mighty way 
and I hope you feel blessed.  Thank you to Pastor 

Sheri for finding this opportunity for the church.  I 
am thankful for all of you!   

Janel Wright 

Manager of all things Pumpkin Patch! 
 

FROM THE EPICENTER 
ENCOURAGING PEOPLE IN CHRIST 

UNITED METHODIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
 

October was a crazy yet fulfilling month for the 

youth.  We were able to help in pumpkin patch by 

participating children's events on Saturday.  We also 

rolled, moved , and sold pumpkins on Sunday eve-

nings.  It was good for our youth to participate in a 

church-wide event like this.  We were able to meet 

members of our community while sharing God's love 

with them.   

Thank you to everyone that helped  with the trunk or 

treat event on Halloween night!!!  It was a great way 

for Okmulgee FUMC to do something for the com-

munity. There wasn't a lot of places in the communi-

ty for the kids to go Halloween night.  So I think we 

provided a safe fun environment for families to 

come on Halloween.  We had well over one hundred 

trick or treaters  come through the night.  In fact, it 

was so big that we had to go purchase more candy 

halfway through the night!     

Upcoming events for the youth include an overnight 

stay at the church on Friday the 13th.  We are going 

to be playing games, eating and having lots of 

fun.  We will even be playing a live action version of 

the mega hit video game "Among Us".  It should be a 

great time.  We will also be helping with the Thanks-

giving meal that the church host for the community.  

 Also, I would like to announce that we are planning 

a church-wide ski trip over spring break 2021 in 

Winter park, CO.  We have a few spots still availa-

ble  If you are interested in going, please contact 

Kendall for the details.  We are also looking for 

some financial sponsors for some the youth.   So if 

you are unable to attend but would like to sponsor a 

youth member, please contact Kendall or call the 

church office! 

                     Christmas is Coming! 

The Chancel Choir and the participants 

for the play “The Best Christmas Pageant 

Ever” are combining to perform on Sun-

day evening December 20th at 6:00 PM. 

This will be open to the public, and we 

will also livestream.   

If you would like for you or your children 

and youth to be a part of the program, 

please contact Sheri or the church office. 

There are a couple of children parts 

open, so if your children or youth want to 

be a part, please holler! 



This free newsletter is written by church staff and 
produced by your pastor and is sent to our members 
and recent visitors.  If you would like to be added to 
our mailing list, contact the church office at                  
918-756-6083 or fumcokm@gmail.com. 

Our Website:  http://www.fumcokmulgee.org. 

Staff: 

Bishop Jimmy Nunn, Oklahoma Conference & OIMC 

Rev. Terry Koehn, District Superintendent 

Rev. Sheri Lashley, Minister 

Susie Fuller, Administrative Assistant 

Jeana Robinson, Children’s Director 

Kendall Warren, Youth Director 

Sean O’Brien, Music Director 

Corinne Pitts, Organist 

Jack & Janel Wright, Custodians 

Helen Nygard, Pantry Coordinator 

Kendall Warren, Media Coordinator 

Carie Carter, Nursery Coordinator 

 

Prayer Concerns 

 

 

 

Rachel Cockburn 

Amanda & Cody Cook 

Beth Moore 

Rick & Minnie Wolfe 

Linda Wolfe 

Dan Jones 

Robert Roland 

Bob Baxter 

Hank Pharis 

Kathi Rikard 

Nancy Conder 

Barbara Colbert 

Tom Henry 

Vickie Palmer 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for our 

church, our pastor, our 

staff, and for the      

leadership of the 

church.  The staff give 

thanks for each and 

every one of you and 

all of your prayers for 

them. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Growing together in Christ as we 

reach out and serve others. 

302 South Seminole                             

Okmulgee, Oklahoma  74447 


