
October 1, 2020 

     I was waiting. I was at an airport in California. My flight had been canceled, and I had not been informed until I got to 
the airport and by 4PM, had missed three flights so far. My waiting began at 7 a.m., and at 4 p.m. it showed no sign of 
abating. So as I waited, I thought about waiting. 
     You can wait for things, like a package to arrive, a taxi to drive by, or the sun to rise. You can wait for people to come 
to your party, to keep their appointment, to get to church. We can be waiting for another person, and of course, whomev-
er we’re waiting for may not show up. 
     If you’re really important or very wealthy, you may not need to wait as much as other people. You get to cut to the 
front of the line at airport security, you get to board an airplane first and in a restaurant your table is already waiting for 
you. If you are a Queen or Princess, you have a “lady-in-waiting” who attends to your needs. 
     We wait in groups and we wait in lines and we wait in cars. Waiting implies that we’re at the mercy of someone else. 
At the grocery store, we’re hostage to clerks and elderly persons; at banks, to available tellers or loan officers; at Star-
bucks, to barista trainees; at the clinic, to doctors and nurses; at the post office, to government employees who are 
made available in some sort of conversely bizarre logic, to wit: the longer the line, the fewer clerks. Sometimes we’re told 
that waiting is a good thing. We should wait until marriage to have sex, but we should also wait to get married; we should 
wait to buy that flat-screen TV until we can pay cash; we should wait for the ball instead of swinging too early. It’s not 
good to swing early. 
     If you’re tired of waiting, you can go to a special room that’s designated as a waiting room. This is a place where you 
can be with other people who are waiting like you. There you can play the Waiting Game, which consists of trying to 
guess how long you will wait before the wait is over. 
     Waiting is especially hard if you have nothing to do while waiting. That’s why Jesus, when talking about waiting, 
would also talk about working — work for the night is coming. If you don’t have anything to do while waiting, life becomes 
tedious very quickly. 
Waiting is more difficult for some people than others.  Waiting is always linked to hope. Only this can explain the expres-
sion, “I can’t wait!!!” Waiting is a metaphor for faith. Why would you wait if you didn’t believe that ultimately your wait 
would be rewarded? 
     Sometimes we wait when there seems to be no hope. We wait for the wife to get ready or for the husband to fix the 
leak in the toilet. We wait for peace. We wait for justice. We wait for our children to grow up. We wait for the day when 
our college loans are paid off. The object of our waiting may change. We can’t wait to be a family and for children to 
come. Then, we can’t wait for it to be just the two of us and for the children to leave! 
     Some people are so good at waiting that they become professional waiters. The really good waiters can make quite a 
bit of money. Speaking of professions, some of them require more waiting than others. Artists often have to wait for the 
paint to dry, or the clay to be ready. Scientists wait for mold to grow in a petri dish; writers wait for inspiration or an idea. 
Perhaps it is the farmer, however, who does the most waiting. Even farmers, however, find work to do while waiting for 
the seeds to sprout and the harvest to ripen. We sow seeds and wait … wait … wait. We prepare soil, the water the soil, 
we provide nutrients and wait for the seeds to sprout. We wait for signs of life, for evidence of growth. If we see some, 
we continue to irrigate and cultivate. We wait for signs of fruit. We talk to our seedlings — we have classes, we provide 
support groups, we preach sermons, we offer counseling and so on. But it’s all a waiting process. 
     Waiting is hard work and humble work because waiting is the work of self-denial. The person who waits is a person 
who has been put in his or her place. We wait at the good pleasure of others who in this or that situation are our 
“betters.” The person who waits — patiently — is a person who has died a thousand deaths. 
     The good news is that those who wait on the Lord will find their strength renewed in the Lord. So we wait. Weary, but 
waiting. 
With hope. It’s what keeps us waiting. 
     I have recently said this expression a lot: “Before Covid, we were….. “Now I hear, “well, when this is all over…” 
     Recently, a friend of my family, someone I grew up with, died of a heart attack at age 52.  He was one to always say, 
“I am going to squeeze every bit of living into every moment in my life.”  I like that.  I am going to try to do that as well.   
     As we wait, for things to change, to get better, to be different, perhaps life is passing us by.  I don’t want to have any 
regrets when I am at the end of my life.  And I don’t know when that will be.  So in the meantime, I work, I see, I go, I 
live, I wonder, I wander…. Whatever the next thing is, I’m there. Something to think about, eh? 

    Sheri   
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If you would like to give in memory of these 

saints that have gone before us, please desig-

nate memorial fund, or whatever group you 

want it to go to.  If you don’t have a particular 

group, we can designate where gifts can go.  

David Harris, Alice Dangott, CoraLee Hayden, 

Bob Barnard, Lauren Hess, and James Yeager.  

If you know of someone that would like to give 

in their memory and honor, please give them 

this address.  Thanks!   

 302 S Seminole, Okmulgee, OK. 74447 

Pantry News! 

     As we begin a new month, I hate to say that we 

must still give out bags of food, without clients being 

able to choose what they like.  We miss visiting with 

them, and holding their hands, and praying for them.  

There is a real connection with our purpose in feeding 

not only with food, but feeding souls and sharing the 

love of God. For now, we continue to be careful and 

practice safety rules. 

     I have the BEST volunteers.  Everyone realizes that 

this is what they are called to do.  We are sad to report 

that Pete and Lori are going to move.  They have been 

with us since they moved to Okmulgee, just before the 

Pandemic began.  I truly believe that they were sent by 

God to help us get through this very difficult time.  

They will be moving to W. Virginia to be closer to his 

family.  Travel mercies for them. 

     Our neighbors, the Presbyterians, continue to bless 

our pantry with supplies and money.  With winter upon 

us, we will be needing blankets, sheets, shampoo, 

toothpaste, and we can always use more socks.  Al-

ways please keep us in your prayers.  We are helping 

our most vulnerable population is this difficult time! 

 Shalom, Helen 

 

 

Pumpkins are Here! 

UMM DINNER CLUB 

UMM will meet every Tuesday in October to serve 

beans!.  All men are members of the United Methodist 

Men, and are welcome and encouraged to attend!  

Yay! 

LEADERSHIP 

TEAM 

Meeting:   

Tuesday 

October 13, 2020 

At 6:30 pm 

We will be voting on 

Charge Conference pa-

perwork.  Please plan 

to be there! 

 

 

 

Crafts, Scrapbooking, Photo Books, Prayer 

Shawls, Historical Group…. 

We are looking for volunteers, those who would help 

with our preservation of history, those who would like 

to be involved with a Prayer Shawl Ministry, those who 

would like to help with scrapbooking, putting pictures 

in photo books, etc! 

We will meet in the Blue Room of the Children’s Build-

ing on Tuesday Nights at 5:30 PM. 

All are welcome to attend.  Whatever you would like to 

be a part of, we will all meet together and have a nice 

time working and visiting with each other. 

If you would feel more comfortable wearing a mask, 

please do so.  We can social distance and still work and 

talk! 

 

 

UMW will start back in 

October.  We will be in 

our new room by then!  

(The previous Youth room in the 

Office Building) 

All women are members of  

The United Methodist Women.  

The Women of the church have 

a long history of working and 

giving to women and children 

that are in need.   

Please Join Us! 

1st Tues of month-10:30AM 



 

The UMM Recycle Cans! 
 

Recycle Your 

Aluminum  

FUMC 

Rinsed... 

Beverage 
Cans 

Foil 

Pie tins 

Baking 
trays 

Cat food cans  

Vienna sausage 
cans 

(No steel cans & 
No soup cans 
please) 

In Sunday School and Children's Church we have 
been talking about forgiving others as God forgives 
us.  How to forgive others and how to ask for for-

giveness.  We shouldn't worry about keeping count, 
we should just keep on forgiving.   

We have also been coloring pictures about or les-
sons and making fall crafts to decorate the windows 

for the upcoming Pumpkin Patch. 
 

We are excited about our Pumpkin Patch!  I'll have 
story time for the little ones. I already have some 

books picked out!  Ten Red Apples by Pat Hutchins 
and Allie Gators Halloween Hayride by Heather 

Alexander.  I have some scary stories (not too 
scary).  We will have pumpkin and fall leaves color-
ing pages available for any of the kids that want to 

color or take one home.  
Anyone interested in helping with the children's 
activities on Saturdays in October, please let me 

know.  robinsonjk@yahoo.com 
Happy Fall ! 

Jeana Robinson 
Children's Director  

Children’s Ministry News! 

 

 FROM THE EPICENTER 
ENCOURAGING PEOPLE IN CHRIST 

UNITED METHODIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
October is going to be a busy month for the youth.  We will 

be helping with the pumpkin patch and specifically on Satur-
days helping set up activities at the patch. Games, face pant-

ing, and fellowship is what we will providing  
to our community.   

 
 
 

We are also happy to announce that we are participating in 
a church wide play for Christmas time.  We will be spending 

extra hours this fall preparing the play.  
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.   

Rehearsals begin October 11 at 3PM. 
 

Youth will be selling poinsettias the month of 
 October.  If you are interested in purchasing a 

poinsettia please see one of the youth or Kendall to place 
your order. 

Thank you to everyone that has brought or signed up to bring 
dinner for the youth.  We are very blessed to have such a 
wonderful and caring congregation support us.  If you are 

interested in providing a youth dinner  
please contact Kendall at (918) 520-2606.. 

Big News! Big News! Big News! Big News! 

If you haven’t already heard the news, here it 

is!  We will have a Pumpkin Patch this year!  

The proceeds will got to missions that we 

support world-wide, country-wide, county-

wide, and community-wide.  We are very ex-

cited to bring this back to first church Ok-

mulgee.  It is a way to bring people to our 

church, to reach out to our community in hos-

pitality, pay missions, and offer fun stuff to 

the community and each other. 
Selling will end after an October 31st 

Trunk or Treat.  This means we will 

have all of October to sell.  Everyday!                            

On Saturdays beginning the second Satur-

day, we will have Saturday celebrations.  

Ideas?  Let us know.  Pumpkin bake sale, story 

time, costume contests, pet blessings, pet cos-

tume contests, face painting, photo opportunity, 

pumpkin carving contests, pumpkin painting 

contests are just a few of the ideas.                     

Let’s make this a church wide activity, and all be 

involved to make it a great success! 

Sounds Like Christmas 

The Chancel Choir is practicing for the Christ-

mas Cantata that we will perform in the even-

ing in a date not quite set yet.  However, it will 

be in late December! Let Sean or the office 

know if you are interested! 

Our usual “children’s” program this year will 

include the Youth from our church and the 

Morris church, as well as adults. 

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever 

We need everyone! Rehearsals begin October 

11 at 3PM.  Please come then if you are interest-

ed, or contact Sheri or the church office. 

Please tell Carolyn Norris that we appreciate her piano abili-

ties so very much, as we are missing Corinne Pitts on piano.  

We are so blessed to have her  

help us for several months!   

Thanks Carolyn! 



This free newsletter is written by church staff and 
produced by your pastor and is sent to our members 
and recent visitors.  If you would like to be added to 
our mailing list, contact the church office at                  
918-756-6083 or fumcokm@gmail.com. 

Our Website:  http://www.fumcokmulgee.org. 

Staff: 

Bishop Jimmy Nunn, Oklahoma Conference & OIMC 

Rev. Terry Koehn, District Superintendent 

Rev. Sheri Lashley, Minister 

Susie Fuller, Administrative Assistant 

Jeana Robinson, Children’s Director 

Kendall Warren, Youth Director 

Sean O’Brien, Music Director 

Corinne Pitts, Organist 

Jack & Janel Wright, Custodians 

Helen Nygard, Pantry Coordinator 

Kendall Warren, Media Coordinator 

Carie Carter, Nursery Coordinator 

 

Prayer Concerns 

 

Rachel Cockburn 

Randy Kindell 

Jaden Family 

Dan Jones 

Kenneth Mann 

Dr. R. D. Miller 

Robert Roland 

Louie Moore 

Bob Baxter 

Emma Williams 

Hank Pharis 

Kathi Rikard 

Nancy Conder 

Barbara Colbert 

 

 

 

Tom Henry 

Gayla Hurt 

Vickie Palmer 

Jr. Russell 

Linda Clark Wolf 

Graycie Family 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Growing together in Christ as we 

reach out and serve others. 

302 South Seminole                             

Okmulgee, Oklahoma  74447 


