
December 3, 2020 

Phew! I think! 

It seems like we should all take a collective breath and say Phew, that the year 2020 is over, and 

we get to begin anew.  A usual New Year’s newsletter article from the pastor might say some-

thing about jumping into the new year with both feet, running and serving, and worshipping and 

singing.  Only, our 2021 is a year, at least at the beginning of it, where we still don’t know where 

we stand as far as masks, and distancing, and participating, and attending. 

I wish we could say good-bye to all of these things that keep us locked up in fear and away from 

each other.  I wish, but it cannot be that way just yet.  But I choose to start the new year of 2021 

with new vigor, with a new perspective, with a catch phrase that came to me in several dreams.  

It just said, Do the Dream.  Do the Dream. 

As we enter into 2021, perhaps tiptoeing a bit, I hope that you will join me in doing the dreams that 

we can think up to live into the Kingdom that God provides for us.  I hope that we can begin at-

tending worship services again, and begin again the groups that we had started, and begin some 

new ones. I don’t have any idea what 2021 has in store for us.  We didn’t foresee 2020 coming.  

And before we wish away the year, let us remember that there were some good things that came 

our way in 2020, and other good things that came from all the mess.  Isn’t that how God always 

works?  God takes the bad situation, and makes something good from it.  

I have done some reading lately, and I came upon this gem from Frederick Buechner, The Faces 

of Jesus: A Life Story 

  “Whether he was born in 4 B.C. or A.D. 6, in Bethlehem or Nazareth, whether there were multi-

tudes of the heavenly host to hymn the glory of it or just Mary and her husband — when the child 

was born, the whole course of human history was changed. That is a truth as unassailable as any 

truth. Art, music, literature, Western culture itself with all its institutions and Western man's 

whole understanding of himself and his world — it is impossible to conceive how differently 

things would have turned out if that birth had not happened whenever, wherever, however it did. 

And there is a truth beyond that: for millions of people who have lived since, the birth of Jesus 

made possible not just a new way of understanding life but a new way of living it. 

For better or worse, it is a truth that, for twenty centuries, there have been untold numbers of 

men and women who, in untold numbers of ways, have been so grasped by the child who was 

born, so caught up in the message he taught and the life he lived, that they have found them-

selves profoundly changed by their relationship with him. And they have gone on proclaiming, as 

the writers of the Gospels proclaimed before them, that through the birth of Jesus a life-giving 

power was released into the world which to their minds could have been no less than the power 

of God himself. This is the central truth that Matthew and Luke are trying to convey in their ac-

counts of the Nativity. And it was a truth which no language or legend seemed too extravagant to 

convey. What the birth meant — meant to them, to the world — was the truth that mattered to 

them most and, when all is said and done, perhaps the only truth that matters to anyone.” 

The Power of Jesus our Lord, is still being unleashed into the world.  How is that changing and 

molding you, even as we enter 2021? 

All my love, 

    Sheri   
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We need to fill the calen-

dar with dates to feed 

the youth! 

Please get with Kendall 

to help! 
 

From the Pantry! 

As we all reflect on this past year we can all say, “we are sur-

vivors!” This too shall pass.  I can not thank my volunteers 

enough.  They have stepped up and did what needed to be 

done.  We all miss the personal contact with the clients.  But 

until it is safe for everyone, we will continue passing groceries 

out the door, while wearing masks inside the pantry. 

We broke a record on amount of showers we have given.  For 

2020 we had 82 individuals who took showers in our facility.  I 

am so proud of this ministry.  It started in 2016.  To date, that is 

314 showers given.  

These are the angels who helped this past year: Jeanie Jen-

kins, Emma Williams, John McMorrow, Bob and Bev Walker, Bill 

and Danna Martin, Jack and Ginger Baker, Angie Large, Randy 

and DeAnne Kindell, Valerie Goodwin, Pete and Lori, Ray Hold-

en, Donna Boss-Martin, Steve Sigmon, Jack Wright, John 

Welch, Susie Fuller, Susie Mueller, The Youth Group, Sheri 

Lashley, and my Number 1 Angel, Bill Nygard, who does every-

thing. 

It is an honor to work with the hands and feet of Jesus. 

Shalom, Helen 

Pantry needs: peanut butter, macaroni, canned vegeta-

bles, and canned fruit, soup, chili, jelly, canned tuna 

and canned chicken. 

Ski Vacation! Ski Vacation! Ski Vacation! 

The youth would like to invite members of the congrega-

tion on a Ski Trip over spring break, March 15th-19th, to 

Winter Park, Colorado. We will be staying in a private 

cabin at the YMCA Snow Mountain  Resort.  The cabin 

sleeps 26 people with activities on site for everyone.   We 

will be the only group staying in the cabin. Skiing will be 

three days at Winter Park.  If skiing is not your thing, 

you are welcome to come and just relax at the cabin or 

around town.  We have a few spots available.  If you're 

interested in going, please see Kendall for more infor-

mation. 

Skier $425 pp 

This includes ski rental, lift ticket, and lodging. 

Non skier $225 pp 

This included lodging  

  There is a payment plan available for the trip so you can 

pay it out over next three months.  

Sheri is going, but not going skiing!  I look forward to 

spending some quality time with everyone, and sharing 

in the cooking for everyone!  Families are welcome. 

 

The food drive that the chil-
dren sponsored went well.  

They will be taking the food 
to the pantry, and Ms Helen 

will give them a tour.   

UMM DINNER CLUB 

UMM will meet the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  So, on-

January 20, come eat dinner at 5:30 or so. All men are 

members of the United Methodist Men, and are welcome 

and encouraged to attend!  

LEADERSHIP 

TEAM 

Meeting  

Tuesday 

January 19, 2020 

At 6:30 pm 

We will meet in the 

Rowe Family Life 

Center. 

SPRC at 5:30 PM 

 

 

 

UMW will start back in 

February.  We will be in 

our new room in the of-

fice building. 

All women are members of  

The United Methodist Women.  

The Women of the church have 

a long history of working and 

giving to women and children 

that are in need.   

Please Join Us! 

1st Tues of month-10:30AM 

   

Did you know?Did you know?Did you know?   

We closed on the house at We closed on the house at We closed on the house at    

319 S Okmulgee this past month.   319 S Okmulgee this past month.   319 S Okmulgee this past month.      

The plan is to demolish it in  January. The plan is to demolish it in  January. The plan is to demolish it in  January.    

   (We are currently doing a capital  Campaign to pay for (We are currently doing a capital  Campaign to pay for (We are currently doing a capital  Campaign to pay for 

this house.   Mark your checks for “house campaign.”)this house.   Mark your checks for “house campaign.”)this house.   Mark your checks for “house campaign.”)   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We adopted an angel family to help this Christmas.  

The Daughter also had a birthday right after 

Christmas, so we we helped with this too. 

You can still contribute to this cause.  Sheri 

bought gifts, and didn’t get the angels on the tree 

quickly enough.  I apologize!  But if you would like 

to give the this fund, just notate angel family on 

your check. And thank you so much! 

 





This free newsletter is written by church staff and 
produced by your pastor and is sent to our members 
and recent visitors.  If you would like to be added to 
our mailing list, contact the church office at                  
918-756-6083 or fumcokm@gmail.com. 

Our Website:  http://www.fumcokmulgee.org. 
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Bishop Jimmy Nunn, Oklahoma Conference & OIMC 
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Rev. Sheri Lashley, Minister 
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Jack & Janel Wright, Custodians 
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Prayer Concerns 

Rachel & Diane Cock-

burn and family 

Family of Louie Moore 

Dan Jones 

Kelly Hasselman 
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Amanda & Cody Cook 

Linda Clark Wolf 

Janet Renfro 

P Crum Family 

Kenneth Mann 

Robert Roland 

Bob Baxter 

Nancy Conder 

Barbara Colbert 

Tom Henry 

Vickie Palmer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continue to pray for 

your church, the pas-

tor, the staff, and all 

the volunteers.   

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Growing together in Christ as we 

reach out and serve others. 

302 South Seminole                             

Okmulgee, Oklahoma  74447 


