
June 25, 2020 

Hello Church Family! 
 

When in doubt; when at a loss; when nothing you try seems to work – Proceed. 
 

Runners of all distances know that the key to success, the key to improving times, im-

proving form, improving strength, is endurance. To build endurance, dedicated runners 

scrunch into their sneakers and sweats — early on a weekend morning; in the middle of 

a blazing hot summer afternoon; during sleety, miserable winter nights.  
 

The truth is that all of us are subjected to grueling tests of endurance every day, every 

week, every year of our lives. These endurance races we are locked into aren't usually 

measured in kilometers or shoe leather. Instead these tests of stamina sneak up on us.  

Over the course of our lifetime we will spend at least five years waiting in lines and two 

years just trying to get in touch with people by telephone. We can also look forward to 

spending eight months opening nothing but junk mail and six whole months sitting and 

staring at traffic lights that refuse to turn green. In fact, if in order to get to work, our 

time behind the wheel averages 60 minutes a day, we will spend six 40-hour work weeks 

just getting ourselves to and from our workplace. 
 

What we do with ourselves while we are "enduring" the daily grind to our soul and sanity 

of these daily tests reveals just how faithful we are to God. A tremendous amount of life 

is just waiting. Being faithful when nothing much seems to be happening is what it 

means to "keep the faith."  Sometimes when we least expect it ... Nothing Happens. 
 

How do we do it? How do we handle life when ... nothing happens? 

When plans and programs we had counted on seem to stall out and even unravel before 

our eyes, it is hard to recall that everywhere and at all times God is deserving of our 

praise.  
 

We had made many plans for this past Spring, where Easter was in the middle.  We had 

made many plans for the summer, including Vacation Bible School. We have made plans 

for new things in our buildings, making old things new again.  We have missions and 

ministry that have now been cancelled or postponed.  It now feels as if we have a bunch 

of nothing happening. 
 

So now what?  I believe that the only things we can do, are pray, envision, plan, pray 

some more…..and keep on moving, ―keep on trucking.‖ We have more to do, people to 

meet, people to serve, things to celebrate, gratefulness to show.  It is not time to give up.  

It is the time to be ready for the future.  Our future here in Okmulgee is bright.  Our fu-

ture here is being primed.  We are still in the business of making disciples.  We might 

have to do it differently than we had hoped, or differently than our plans.  We will make 

new ones.  We have a big world out there, hungering for what we can provide. 
 

When in doubt; when at a loss; when nothing you try seems to work – Proceed. 
 

Blessings and Love,     

    Sheri   

www.fumcokmulgee.org 



 

UMM Recycle Cans! 
 

Recycle Your Aluminum @ FUMC 

Rinsed... 

Beverage 
Cans 

Foil 

Pie tins 

Baking 
trays 

Cat food cans  

Vienna sausage 
cans 

(No steel cans & 
No soup cans 
please) 

UMW is hoping to start 

back in September.  We 

have lost a couple of 

members due to mov-

ing to other states.  We 

will truly miss Beverly 

Ehde and Marie Harris.  

We will hopefully be 

meeting in our new 

room, which is in the 

office building next to 

the M and M classroom! 

See you soon! 

Martin and Beverly Ehde have moved to Missis-

sippi to be nearer to their daughter and son in law.  

Their new address is:132 Woodglen Dr., Gulfport, 

MS 39507. 

Louie Moore has moved to the Dallas, Texas area 

to be near to his son and daughter in law.  His new 

address is: Bentley Assisted Living/Christian Carr 

Center. 1010 Wiggins Parkway. Apt 2160. Mesquite, 

TX 75150. 

Marie Harris: 150 Sunken Forest Dr. Bld. 5-170, 

Forsythe, MO 65653 

Pantry News! 

May was unusual at the Food Pantry.  We 

were open and we handed packed 

bags of food out the door to our 

clients.  Our numbers were down 

for the month of May.  Since peo-

ple were getting unemployment 

checks and stimulus checks, we 

attribute the low numbers to this.  However, 

we did help 22 families, which was helping 50 

people. 

Now in June, we opened the pantry back up 

to in pantry shopping experience.  The clients 

wear masks, and gloves.  The pantry furnish-

es these things if the clients do not have 

them.   

We give thanks for those who have kept the 

food pantry going while the ―usual workers‖ 

have been home keeping healthy.  And as 

usual, we give thanks for all the work in the 

pantry, and for those who faithfully give to 

the pantry! 

 

Vacation Bible School Update 

 

UMM DINNER CLUB 

UMM meets on the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  We 

will likely be meeting next, in June.  We will let you 

know!  Jim will text you if you are on the list! 

(in Fellowship Hall) 

LEADERSHIP 

TEAM 

Meeting:   

Tuesday 

July 14, 2020 

At 6:30 pm 

 

SPRC-July 14, 

5:45 
 

 

 

We have decided to cancel this year’s VBS.  We were 

very much looking forward to this event, as we know 

many of you were.  With the fears of Covid 19 still 

very present, not only for those who would come to 

VBS, but for our church members who are always in-

volved, we thought this was the best decision we 

could make at this time.  We felt it best to announce 

this now, so that you all could make other plans. 

We are truly saddened that we will not be able to 

spend time this summer laughing and playing games 

together, learning new songs, listening to exciting 

Bible stories, creating works of art or conducting sci-

ence experiments.   

We are hoping for and planning to have a back to 

school bash in August or September.   

We are always available to answer any questions 

that you might have.  Thanks for understanding.   

Helen Nygard is asking for your help! 

If you have any photographs, or books or 

papers about things that have gone on in 

the church from the past, anything from 

the last 100 years or so, we would love to 

be able to use them for our history books. 

This community and church have a rich 

history, and we want to preserve it, before 

things get lost or misplaced.   

If you would be interested in helping with 

this ongoing project, please let Helen know 

or plan to meet in the church parlor/

library, in the main building on the second 

floor on Tuesdays at 10:00 AM.  If this is 

not a good time for you, just give Helen a 

holler and let her know when a better time 

might be! 

Thanks! 



 

 
Sunday School for Children  

We meet every Sunday at 10:00 
am in the Children’s Building.  
 

 
C h i l d r e n ’ s  C h u r c h  

 

M e e t s  e v e r y  S u n d a y  @  
1 1 : 0 0  a m  e x c e p t  t h e  1 s t  
S u n d a y  o f  t h e  m o n t h .  J e a n a  
a n d  C a r i e  a r e  h e r e  e v e r y  
S u n d a y ,  r e a d y  f o r  y o u r  
y o u n g ’ u n s  t o  b e  h e r e !   S e e  
y o u  S u n d a y !   

Children’s Ministry News! JUNE/JULY 

2020 

Youth room renova-
tions are coming along.   
We plan on having the 

room completed the 
first week in August.   
Once the room is completed we will have an 
open house for the church to take a peek.   

A huge thank you to everyone in the church for 
supporting our renovation and always support-

ing our youth.   
All of us feel very blessed by our  

church's support, prayers, and love.     

Pr a ise  K i ds  C h o ir  
We can’t wait until this Fall when we can start 

choir back up, and we can start working on 
songs to sing for Sunday Church! 

We already have a program to get all ready to 
share.  The T-Shirts we gave you will be what 
we wear instead of costumes so keep them 

where you can find them.   

Looking Forward to seeing you all in  

September! 

 

 

 

 

Spotlight on 

Youth 
 

 

 

Madison Melton 
School: Morris High School 
Grade: 12th  
Birthday: August 8th 
Favorite Subject: English 
Least Favorite Subject: Math 
Extracurricular: Band, Academic team 
Favorite Bible Story: David vs Goliath has been 
my favorite story since I was a kid 
Favorite thing about youth: Helping people 
and making a difference.  As well as hanging out 
with some of the best people I know. 
 

Thank you, Thank you,  

Thank you!!! 

You all have blessed me beyond 
measure!  Birthday cards, Birthday 
gifts, Re-appointment celebra-
tions, re-appointment appreciation 
cards and gifts.  I appreciate each 
of you so much. 

I was blessed to be appointed to 
Okmulgee FUMC a year ago, and 
each day is filled with wonderful 
blessings.  Thanks for making me 
feel at home, thanks for following 
the lead with positivity! 

This has been a strange year al-
ready.  I appreciate your faithful-
ness to God, to this church, and to 
your community.  I look forward to 
another year! 

The youth have worked hard to pay for the mission 

trip to Kansas City this year.  Due to Covid 19, their 

trip was cancelled by the company. 

However, they still want to do mission work this sum-

mer, so they plan to do it here in this area!  They will 

stay in the Rowe several days (that way they can get 

their “sleeping on the floor” experience in,) and do 

work for you all. (you have to come up with the jobs 

for them to do!) 

Contact Kendall or the church office with ideas! 

Congratulations Devin! 

Devin is looking forward to starting college at 

NEO this Fall.  We are excited to see what 

Devin will become, and we have watched him 

grow into a fine, talented young man. 

He wasn’t able to finish out his senior year as 

he would have wanted to, but I know that you 

celebrate his accomplishments! 

Cards and gifts may be brought to church or 

sent to: Devin Warren, 9011 N 300 Road,     

Okmulgee. OK 74447 



This free newsletter is sent to our members and    
recent visitors.  If you would like to be added to our 
mailing list, contact the church office at                  
918-756-6083 or fumcokm@gmail.com. 

Our Website:  http://www.fumcokmulgee.org. 

Staff: 

Bishop Jimmy Nunn, Oklahoma Conference & OIMC 

Rev. Terry Koehn, District Superintendent 

Rev. Sheri Lashley, Minister 

Susie Fuller, Administrative Assistant 

Jeana Robinson, Children’s Director 

Kendall Warren, Youth Director 

Sean O’Brien, Music Director 

Corinne Pitts, Organist 

Jack & Janel Wright, Custodians 

Helen Nygard, Pantry Coordinator 

DeAnne Kindell, Secretary 

Carie Carter, Nursery Coordinator 

SPIRE NOTES 

First United Methodist Church 

302 S. Seminole 

Okmulgee, OK 74447 

Prayer Concerns 

Rachel Cockburn 

Barbara Colbert  

Georgia Burgess 

Harjo 

Pam and Jimmy 

Hessler 

Carie Otto 

Vickie Palmer 

Hank Pharis 

Kathy Rikard 

Emma Williams 

James Yeager 

Betty Woodfield 

 

 

 

Continue to  

Remember: 

 

Bob & Nila Barnard 

Dan Jones 

Kenneth Mann 

Dr. R.D. Miller 

Richardson Family 

Robert Roland 

Our Pastor, Staff,  

Our Church 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Growing together in Christ as we 

reach out and serve others. 


