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I once read this story by W.E. Peterson.  I have never forgotten it…. 

 

“I was at the corner grocery store buying some early potatoes. I noticed a small boy, delicate of bone and feature, rag-

ged but clean, hungrily apprizing a basket of freshly picked green peas. I paid for my potatoes, but was also drawn to 

the display of fresh green peas. I am a pushover for creamed peas and new potatoes. Pondering the peas, I couldn't 

help overhearing the conversation between Mr. Miller (the store owner) and the ragged boy next to me. 

 

"Hello Barry, how are you today?"  "Hello, Mr. Miller. Fine, thank ya. Just admiring them peas. They sure look good." 

"They are good, Barry. How's your Ma?" 

"Fine.  Gittin' stronger all the time." "Good. Anything I can help you with?" 

"No, Sir. Just admirin' them peas." ''Would you like to take some home?" asked Mr. Miller. "No, Sir. Got nuthin' to pay 

for them with." 

"Well, what have you to trade me for some of those peas?" "All I got's my prize marble here." "Is that right? Let me see 

it" said Miller. "Here 'tis. She's a dandy." 

"I can see that. Hmmmmm, only thing is, this one is blue and I sort of go for red. Do you have a red one like this at 

home?" the store owner asked. "Not exactly but almost." 

"Tell you what. Take this sack of peas home with you and next trip this way, let me look at that red marble", Mr.     

Miller told the boy. 

"Sure will. Thanks Mr. Miller." 

 

Mrs. Miller, who had been standing nearby, came over to help me. With a smile said, "There are two other boys like 

him in our community, all three are in very poor circumstances. Jim just loves to bargain with them for peas, apples, 

tomatoes, or whatever. When they come back with their red marbles, and they always do, he decides he doesn't like red 

after all and he sends them home with a bag of produce for a green marble or an orange one, when they come on their 

next trip to the store." I left the store smiling to myself, impressed with this man. A short time later I moved to Colora-

do, but I never forgot the story of this man, the boys, and their bartering for marbles. 

 

Several years went by, each more rapid than the previous one. Just recently I had occasion to visit some old friends in 

that Idaho community and while I was there I learned that Mr. Miller had died. They were having his visitation that 

evening and knowing my friends wanted to go, I agreed to accompany them.  

 

Upon arrival at the mortuary we fell into line to meet the relatives of the deceased and to offer what ever words of com-

fort we could. Ahead of us in line were three young men. One was in an army uniform and the other two wore nice 

haircuts, dark suits and white shirts... all very professional looking. They approached Mrs. Miller, standing composed 

and smiling by her husband's casket. Each of the young men hugged her, kissed her on the cheek, spoke briefly with 

her and moved on to the casket.  

 

Her misty light blue eyes followed them as, one by one, each young man stopped briefly and placed his own warm hand 

over the cold pale hand in the casket. 

 

Our turn came to meet Mrs. Miller. I told her who I was and reminded her of the story from those many years ago and 

what she had told me about her husband's bartering for marbles. With her eyes glistening, she took my hand and led 

me to the casket. 

(Continued on page 2) 



UMM DINNER CLUB 

Wednesday, March 18, 2020 @ 5:30 

(in Fellowship Hall) 

LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING 

Tuesday, March 17, 2020 @ 6:30 pm 

SPRC meets @ 5:30 
(In the M&M Classroom) 

“Good News” 

From the Pantry 

Every Friday morning around 9:30 we get a load of  whatever 
Wal-Mart is throwing away which is 90% food.  My pickup peo-
ple are Bill & Danna Martin, Bev & Bob Walker, John & Emma 
Williams, Bill Nygard and on every 5th Friday it is Jack & Ginger 
Baker and Steve Sigmon.  These are the people who make up our 
“Pick-Up Crew”. 

The next step, the food is brought to the church pantry to be 
sorted, thrown away, refrigerated, frozen shelved.  DeAnne Kin-
dell, Donna Boss-Martin, Ray Holden & his sister Vera, and my-
self.  I also invite the clients to help. More volunteers are always 
needed as workers sometimes need to be out of town or get ill 
and that leaves us short. 

Last Friday morning I had only 2 people and the load was the 
biggest we ever had.  I made 2 calls and Donna made one and 
God supplied!  We got 10 people, what a blessing!  Two of our 
clients also showed up. “Many hands make the work go so much 
faster!”  We were done by 10:45. 

We are all so excited by our new van.  Our pickups will be easier.  
Thanks for your support.  We could not help as many people 
without it. 

    Shalom, 

    Helen & Bill Nygard 

 

Recycle Your Aluminum @ 
Rinsed... 

Beverage Cans 

Foil 

Pie tins 

Baking trays 

 

Cat food cans  

Vienna sausage cans 

(No steel cans & No 
soup cans please) 

New Faces 

We are happy to welcome the new Nursery Coordinator, Carie 

Carter.  Carie has been with us for several 

weeks and is a great asset to the Children’s 

Department.  She is great with the young 

children and enjoys cleaning, organizing and 

decorating her area.  Carie is from Schulter, 

OK and was recommended by another New 

Face, our new secretary DeAnne Kindell.  

DeAnne is a huge help in the church office. 

DeAnne Kindell joins FUMC Staff 

We are glad to also welcome DeAnne to our Church staff.  

DeAnne will be helping out in the office. She is bright, cheery, 

organized and Microsoft proficient.  She also has a sincere desire 

to make a difference in the lives of 

others. 
 

 DeAnne and her husband Randy 

 recently became members here at 

First United Methodist Church. She 

Is a member of UMW and a volun- 

teer in the Food Pantry.  If you have 

not met DeAnne, drop by the office 

on a Thursday to say “Hi”! 

Passing On A Legacy of Character 

And Faith 

The Harmony Class has been in existence since November of 
1945.  There have been many great teachers of this class, and 
their history is documented and in the church office.  When it 
became difficult for the class to climb stairs in the sanctuary 
building, they moved to the building called the Harmony Build-
ing.  It existed there until only recently, when the class voted to 
disband with the last 5 members left.  Those were Marie Harris, 
Louie Moore, Oma Daniel and Martin and Beverly Ehde.  Martin 
was the last Sunday School Teacher.   
And now the building begins it’s new journey into the future.  
The Leadership Team has voted to make this building the new 
youth building.  As we look into the future as a vital congrega-
tion, we are revamping the Children’s and Youth’s building, as 
well as starting a new Young Adult Ministry.  We know that seek-
ing new generations is the way to go into the future! 

(continued from page 1)  

 
"Those three young men who just left were the boys I told you 
about. They just told me how they appreciated the things Jim 
'traded' them." 
 

"Now, at last, when Jim could not change his mind about color or 
size... they came to pay their debt." "We've never had a great 
deal of the wealth of this world," she confided, "but right now, 
Jim would consider himself the richest man in Idaho". 
 

With loving gentleness she lifted the lifeless fingers of her de-
ceased husband. Resting underneath were three exquisitely 
shiny red marbles.” 
 

We don’t owe God anything….but God sure does love our faith-
fulness….and always loves us. 
 

Love, Sheri 



Crossfire
  

 

 
Sunday School for Children  

 

Meets every Sunday at 10:00 am 
in the Children’s Building.  
 

C h i l d r e n ’ s  C h u r c h  
 

M e e t s  e v e r y  S u n d a y  @  1 1 : 0 0  
a m  e x c e p t  t h e  1 s t  S u n d a y  
o f  t h e  m o n t h .  

Children’s Ministry News! 
 

 
 

 

MARCH 2020 
Sunday, 3/8 

4-5 Bible Study & 5-7pm—Youth 

Sunday, 3/15 

4-5 Bible Study & 5-7pm—Youth 

Sunday, 3/22 

4-5 Bible Study & 5-7pm—Youth 

Sunday, 3/29 

Fun event to be announced. 

Kids  Pr a i se  C h o ir  

 

K i d s  P r a i s e  P r a c t i c e  
 

E v e r y  W e d n e s d a y  @  
5 : 3 0 — 6 : 3 0  p m  

I n  t h e  C h i l d r e n ’ s  S u n d a y  
S c h o o l  R o o m  

C h i l d r e n  &  Y o u t h  a r e      
w e l c o m e !                

  
M a r c h  1 1 t h ; 5 : 3 0 - 6 : 3 0  

N o  p r a c t i c e  M a r c h  1 8 t h ;

( s p r i n g  b r e a k )  

M a r c h  2 5 t h  5 ; 3 0 - 6 : 3 0  

 
C h i l d r e n  s i n g i n g  f o r  t h e  

L o r d  m a k e  a  b e a u t i f u l  
s o u n d !  

 

 

 

 

Thank  You                  

Linda Barksdale! 

For providing dinner for 

the Youth!  

And... 
 

Thank You Zoe Eager! 

For helping the Youth! 



Our Presence 
 

                                     Feb 16       Feb 23       Mar 1 

Sunday School                 34              29              25 

Worship Total                 120              54              53 

This free newsletter is sent to our members and    
recent visitors.  If you would like to be added to our 
mailing list, contact the church office at                  
918-756-6083 or fumcokm@gmail.com. 

Our Website:  http://www.fumcokmulgee.org. 

Staff: 
 

Bishop Jimmy Nunn, Oklahoma Conference & Oklahoma 
Indian Missionary Conference 

Rev. Terry Koehn, District Superintendent 

Rev. Sheri Lashley, Minister 

Jeana Robinson, Children’s Director 

Kendall Warren, Youth Director 

Sean O’Brien, Music Director 

Corinne Pitts, Organist 

Marie Harris, Pianist 

Carie Carter, Nursery Coordinator 

Jack & Janel Wright, Custodians 

Helen Nygard, Pantry Coordinator 

Susie Fuller, Administrative Assistant 

DeAnne Kindell, Secretary 

SPIRE NOTES 

First United Methodist Church 

302 S. Seminole 

Okmulgee, OK 74447 

Prayer Concerns 

Rachel Cockburn 

Family of Sandra Davis 

Janet Decker 

Elliott Family 

Sue Goodman 

Georgia B. Harjo 

Family of Dave Harris 

Marie Harris 

Pam & Jimmy Hessler 

Jack Lylis 

Lou Marbry 

Beth Myers 

Susan Niklas 

Virginia O’Brien 

Vickie Palmer 

Kathi Rikard 

The Swank Family 

Carol White 

The Williamson Family 

James Yeager   
 

Continue to Remember: 

Bob & Nila Barnard 

Alice Dangott 

David Harris 

Dan Jones 

Kenneth Mann 

Dr. R. D. Miller 

Robert Roland 

Service Men & Women 

Food Pantry Clients & 
Staff  

Homeless Shelter   

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Growing together in Christ as we reach 

out and serve others. 


