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                                    THE LITURGY OF THE WORD                                                                     

The Decalogue 

Exodus 20:1-17; Deuteronomy 5:6-21  

Celebrant God spoke these words and said: I am the Lord your God, you 
shall have no other gods but me. 

People Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep  
  this law. 

Celebrant You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
People Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep  
  this law. 

Celebrant You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain. 
People  Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep  
  this law. 

Celebrant Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 
People Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep  
  this law. 

Celebrant Honor your father and your mother. 
People Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep  
  this law. 

Celebrant You shall not murder. 
People Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep  
  this law. 

Celebrant You shall not commit adultery. 
People Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep  
  this law. 

Celebrant You shall not steal. 
People Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to  
  keep this law. 

The people stand, and the Officiant says  

   Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People  His mercy endures for ever. 



The Collect of  the Day 
 

The Celebrant says to the People 
 

     The Lord be with you.  
People     And with your spirit. 
Celebrant    Let us pray.  

O Lord our God, whose blessed Son gave his back to be whipped and did 
not hide his face from shame and spitting: Give us grace to accept joyfully 
the sufferings of the present time, confident of the glory that shall be re-
vealed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson       Isaiah 49:1-6 
 
Listen to me, O coastlands, and hearken, you peoples from afar. The LORD 
called me from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name. 
He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
he made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. And he said to 
me, "You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified." But I said, "I 
have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet 
surely my right is with the LORD, and my recompense with my God." And 
now the LORD says, who formed me from the womb to be his servant, to 
bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am 
honored in the eyes of the LORD, and my God has become my strength—
he says: "It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the 
tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved of Israel; I will give you as a light 
to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth."  
 

Reader          The Word of the Lord. 
People          Thanks be to God. 

Celebrant You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
People Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
  keep this law. 

Celebrant You shall not covet. 
People Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these, your 

 laws, in our hearts, we beseech you. 



The Second Lesson        1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom 
of the wise, and the cleverness of the clever I will thwart." Where is the wise 
man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 
did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what 
we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek 
wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power 
of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, 
and the weakness of God is stronger than men. For consider your call,  

Psalm 71:1-12 

    1   In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; * 
          let me never be ashamed. 
 

    2   In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; * 
          incline your ear to me and save me. 
 

    3   Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; * 
          you are my crag and my stronghold. 
 

    4   Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, * 
          from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor. 
 

    5   For you are my hope, O Lord GOD, * 
          my confidence since I was young. 
 

    6   I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; 
          from my mother's womb you have been my strength; * 
          my praise shall be always of you. 
 

    7   I have become a portent to many; * 
          but you are my refuge and my strength. 
 

    8   Let my mouth be full of your praise * 
          and your glory all the day long. 
 

    9   Do not cast me off in my old age; * 
          forsake me not when my strength fails. 
 

    10  For my enemies are talking against me, * 
           and those who lie in wait for my life take counsel together. 
 

    11  They say, "God has forsaken him; go after him and seize him; * 
           because there is none who will save." 
 

    12  O God, be not far from me; * 
           come quickly to help me, O my God. 



The Sermon                                                                  Fr. Thomas Hightower 
 

 
 
 
                                                     

Though Jesus had done so many signs before the people, yet they did not be-
lieve in him; it was that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be ful-
filled: "Lord, who has believed our report, and to whom has the arm of the 
Lord been revealed?" Nevertheless many even of the authorities believed in 
him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, lest they should be 
put out of the synagogue: for they loved the praise of men more than the 
praise of God. And Jesus cried out and said, "He who believes in me, believes 
not in me but in him who sent me. And he who sees me sees him who sent 
me. I have come as light into the world, that whoever believes in me may not 
remain in darkness. If any one hears my sayings and does not keep them, I do 
not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. He 
who rejects me and does not receive my sayings has a judge; the word that I 
have spoken will be his judge on the last day. For I have not spoken on my 
own authority; the Father who sent me has himself given me commandment 
what to say and what to speak. And I know that his commandment is eternal 
life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has bidden me."  
 

The Deacon or Priest says       The Gospel of the Lord. 
People                                  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Deacon or Priest says       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according
                  to St. John. 
 

People                                 Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Holy Gospel:            John 12:37-38, 42-50 

brethren; not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many 
were powerful, not many were of noble birth; but God chose what is foolish in 
the world to shame the wise, God chose what is weak in the world to shame 
the strong, God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that 
are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might 
boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, 
whom God made our wisdom, our righteousness and sanctification and re-
demption; therefore, as it is written, "Let him who boasts, boast of the Lord."  
 

Reader                        The Word of the Lord. 
People                        Thanks be to God. 



Nicene Creed 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 

Celebrant and People 
  

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, visible and invisible.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only begotten Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
 and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
            On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
             We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

The Deacon or Leader says 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying, “Hear our prayer.” 

The Deacon or appointed person says 

For the peace of the whole world, and for the well-being and unity of the peo-
ple of God,  

Reader  Lord, in your mercy. 
People  Hear our prayer. 



For Foley, our Archbishop, Ryan and Keith, our Bishops, and for all the clergy 
and people of our diocese and congregation,  

Reader  Lord, in your mercy. 
People  Hear our prayer. 

For all those who proclaim the Gospel at home and abroad; especially, Antho-
ny, our Centurion priest in Northern Malawi, and for all who teach and disciple 
others, especially, the staff of La Gran Familia Children’s Home in Mexico,  

Reader Lord, in your mercy. 
People Hear our prayer. 

For our brothers and sisters in Christ who are persecuted for their faith,  

Reader  Lord, in your mercy. 
People  Hear our prayer. 

For our nation, for those in authority and for all in public service especially, 
Donald, our President, and those serving in the armed forces of our country,  

Reader  Lord, in your mercy. 
People  Hear our prayer. 

For all those who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity 
[especially the children of La Gran Familia, and those suffering from the Coro-
navirus] 

Reader    Lord, in your mercy.  
People    Hear our prayer. 

For all those who minister to the health and well-being of others, especially all 
persons in law enforcement, all fire fighters and those in public service. All 
health care workers, doctors, nurses, technicians, and all ministering to the 
health of others,  
 

Reader    Lord, in your mercy. 
People    Hear our prayer. 

For all those who departed this life in the certain hope of the resurrection, espe-
cially those who have died as a result of this Pandemic,  
 

Reader    Lord, in your mercy. 
People    Hear our prayer. 

 

 
  



The Comfortable Words 
 

The Celebrant may then say one or more of the following sentences, first saying 
  

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 
  

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners.                                              1 Timothy 1:15 

Confession of Sin 
  

The Deacon or Celebrant says the following,  
  

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 
  

Silence may be kept 
  

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
  

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised for-
giveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to 
him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm 
and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Celebrant concludes with the following prayer 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ went about doing good, and 
healing all manner of sickness and disease among the people: Continue in our 
hospitals his gracious work among us especially those suffering from the Coro-
navirus, console and heal the sick; grant to the physicians, nurses, and assisting 
staff wisdom and skill, diligence and patience; prosper their work, O Lord, and 
send down your blessing upon all who serve the suffering; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  



The Peace 
 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 
 

               The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People       And with your spirit. 
 

THE LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Sursum Corda 

The Celebrant sings or says 

   The Lord be with you.  
People  And with your spirit.  
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
who for our sins was lifted high upon the Cross, that he might draw the whole 
world to himself; and by his suffering and death became the author of eternal 
salvation for all who put their trust in him. Therefore we praise you, joining our 
voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus                                                                       
  

Celebrant and People 
  

     Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might,  
     heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
     Hosanna in the highest. 
     Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
     Hosanna in the highest. 



The Prayer of Consecration 
  

The People stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues 
  

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and 
when we had sinned against you and become subject to evil and death, you, in 
your mercy, sent your only Son Jesus Christ into the world for our salvation. 
By the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary he became flesh and dwelt among us. 
In obedience to your will, he stretched out his arms upon the cross and of-
fered himself once for all, that by his suffering and death we might be saved. 
By his resurrection he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell and Satan un-
der his feet. As our great high priest, he ascended to your right hand in glory, 
that we might come with confidence before the throne of grace. 

On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
“Take, eat; this is my Body which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of 
me.” 

Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New 
Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: 
Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
  

Celebrant and People  
  

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving, and we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 
and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily 
receive this holy sacrament, and be made one body with him, so that he may 
dwell in us and we in him.  In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
under your Christ, and bring us with the ever blessed Virgin Mary, blessed 
Vincent and all your saints into the joy of your heavenly kingdom, where we 
shall see our Lord face to face. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Fa-
ther, now and forever. Amen. 



The Lord’s Prayer 

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
       on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread. 
    And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
       who trespass against us. 
    And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
    For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and says 

The Prayer of Humble Access 

Celebrant and People together may say 

We do not presume to come to this, your table, O merciful Lord, trust-
ing in our own righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies. 
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table; 
but you are the same Lord, whose character is always to have mercy. 
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son 
Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made 
clean by his body, and our souls washed through his most precious 
blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.   

Agnus Dei 
 

    Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
 have mercy on us. 
    Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
 have mercy on us. 

    Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
 grant us your peace. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation 
 

    Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him who takes away the sins of the world 
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The Deacon or, in the absence of a deacon, the Celebrant says 
  

Bow down before the Lord. 
  

The Celebrant says this prayer over the people: 
  

Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our 
Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sin-
ners, and to suffer death upon the cross; who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
 Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Post-Communion Prayer   
 

Heavenly Father,  
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious 
body and blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ: and for assuring us 
in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the body of your 
Son, and heirs of your eternal Kingdom. And now Father, send us out to 
do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful 
witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.  


