
Christmas pageant 
 

st. VinCent’s Cathedral 
January 3, 2021—10:15am 



SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
ACNA - Year B 
January 3, 2021 

  

                                    THE LITURGY OF THE WORD                                                                     
  
 

Prelude   Noel                                                   ����������������������������������L.C. DAQUIN 
   

Processional Hymn 102   Once in Royal David’s City, sts. 1, 2, 5                   IRBY 



The Collect of the Day 
 

The Celebrant says to the People 
 

 ���The Lord be with you. 
People    And with your spirit. 

Celebrant   Let us pray. 
 

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of 
the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we 
may see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The First Reading                        John 1:1-5, 9-14 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God; all things were made through 
him, and without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life, 
and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the dark-
ness has not overcome it. The true light that enlightens every man was coming 
into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet 
the world knew him not. He came to his own home, and his own people re-
ceived him not. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God; who were born, not of blood nor of the will 
of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father.  
 

The Reader says The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

The congregation may be seated during the pageant. 



Hymn 79 O little town of Bethlehem, sts.1-3                                   ST. LOUIS 



The Second Reading                              Luke 2:1-7 
 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be enrolled. This was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. And all went to be enrolled, each to his own city. And Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 
to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they 
were there, the time came for her to be delivered. And she gave birth to her 
first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn.  

The Reader says The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn 101 Away in a manger                                                      CRADLE SONG 



The Third Reading                             Luke 2:8-14 
 

And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel 
said to them, "Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 
which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of Da-
vid a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will 
find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger." And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with 
whom he is pleased!"  
 

The Reader says The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn 93 Angels from the realms of glory                               REGENT SQUARE 



The Fourth Reading                         Luke 2:15-20 
 
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, "Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has made known to us." And they went with haste, and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when they saw it they 
made known the saying which had been told them concerning this child; and 
all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary kept all 
these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glori-
fying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them.  
 

The Reader says The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn 111 Silent night, holy night                                             STILLE NACHT 



The Fifth Reading                       Matthew 2:1-12 
 
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is he 
who has been born king of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and 
have come to worship him." When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, 
and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told 
him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet: 'And you, O 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will govern my people Israel.'" 
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what 
time the star appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search 
diligently for the child, and when you have found him bring me word, that I 
too may come and worship him." When they had heard the king they went 
their way; and lo, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, 
till it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, 
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going into the house they saw the 
child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, 
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and 
myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to 
their own country by another way.  
 

The Reader says The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn 128 We three kings                                        THREE KINGS OF ORIENT 
  (Congregation sings sts. 1 and 5 & all refrains; sts. 2-4 are solos) 



Closing Reading                                  St. Athanasius on the Incarnation
    

Accordingly, the Son of God became Son of Man, so that the sons of man, 
that is, of Adam, might become sons of God. The Word begotten of the Fa-
ther from on high inexpressibly, inexplicably, incomprehensibly and eternally, 
is He that is born in time here below, of the Virgin Mary, the Mother of 
God—so that those who are in the first place born here below might have a 
second birth from on high, that is, of God. He, then, has on earth only a 
Mother, while we have in heaven only a Father. And for this reason He calls 
Himself Son of Man: so that we men might call God our Father in heaven. 
“Our Father,” He says, “who art in heaven.” Therefore, just as we servants of 
God are made sons of God, so too the Master of servants is made the mortal 
son of his own servant, that is, of Adam, so that the sons of Adam, who are 
mortal, might become the sons of God, in accord with the saying, “He gave 
them the power to become the children of God.” So too the Son of God 
tasted death because of the fleshliness of His father, so that the sons of man 
might partake of the life of God, through God, their Father according to the 
Spirit. He, therefore, is by nature Son of God; we, however, by grace. 
 

The Reader says Here ends the reading. 



Hymn 100 Joy to the world!                                                          ANTIOCH 

Please stand. 

Homily                            Dean Mark Polley 



The Prayers of the People 

The Deacon says 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying, “Hear our prayer.” 

The Deacon or appointed person says 

For the peace of the whole world, and for the well-being and unity of the people 
of God,  

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People   Hear our prayer. 

For Foley, our Archbishop, Ryan, our Bishop, Keith, our Assisting Bishop, and 
for all the clergy and people of our diocese and congregation,  

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People   Hear our prayer. 

For all those who proclaim the Gospel at home and abroad; especially Anthony, 
our Centurion priest in Northern Malawi, and for all who teach and disciple 
others, especially the staff of La Gran Familia Children’s Home in Mexico, 

Reader  Lord, in your mercy. 
People  Hear our prayer. 

For our brothers and sisters in Christ who are persecuted for their faith,  

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People   Hear our prayer. 

For the healing of our nation, for those in authority and for all in public service 
especially, Donald, our President, Joe, our President-elect, Greg, our Governor, 
the Supreme Court, members of Congress, mayors of our cities, those serving in 
the armed forces of our country, and for racial reconciliation in our land, 

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People   Hear our prayer. 

For all those who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity 
especially those struggling with unemployment, those suffering from physical 
and mental health issues, and those whose faith is known to you alone,  

Reader   Lord, in your mercy.  
People   Hear our prayer. 
 

For all those affected by the Coronavirus and for a speedy end to this Pandemic, 

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People   Hear our prayer. 
  

 



Confession of Sin 
 

The Deacon or Celebrant says the following,  
 

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 
 

Silence may be kept 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

For all those who minister to the health and well-being of others, especially all 
persons in law enforcement, all fire fighters and those in public service, all doc-
tors, nurses, technicians, and all health care workers, 

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People   Hear our prayer. 

For members of our parish family especially those celebrating birthdays and 
anniversaries this week, 

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People   Hear our prayer. 

For all those who departed this life in the certain hope of the resurrection,  

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People   Hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant concludes with the following prayer 

Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon 
him, and to be born of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again 
and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your 
Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with you and the same 
Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 



THE LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Anthem                 How far is it to Bethlehem                                         G. LAWSON 
                 

          How far is it to Bethlehem? Not very far.  
 Shall we find the stable room lit by a star?  
 Can we see the little child, is he within?  
 If we lift the wooden latch, may we go in?  
 May we stroke the creatures there, ox, ass, or sheep?  
 May we peep like them and find Jesus asleep?  
 If we touch his tiny hand, will he awake?  
 Will he know we've come so far just for his sake?  
 Great kings have precious gifts, and we have nought,  
 little smiles and little tears are all we brought.  
 For all weary children Mary must weep,  
 here on his bed of straw, sleep, children, sleep.  
 God in his mother's arms, babes in the byre,  
 sleep, as they sleep who find their heart's desire. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised for-
giveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to 
him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm 
and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Comfortable Words 
 
The Celebrant may then say one or more of the following sentences, first saying 
  

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 
 
  

If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of 
the whole world.                                                                               1 John 2:1-2 

The Peace 
 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 
 

               The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People       And with your spirit. 
 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 



Hymn 80               From heaven above to earth I come                  VON HIMMEL HOCH 

Sursum Corda 

        Lift       up    your   hearts.    We  lift      them up  to  the Lord. 

   Let us  give    thanks    to the  Lord  our   God. 

   It   is  right    to  give  him  thanks and  praise.  

   The  Lord  be    with  you.      And with  your spir- it. 

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth because you gave Jesus Christ, 
your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary his 
mother, was made truly man, yet without the stain of sin, so that we might be 
cleansed from sin and be given the right to become your children. Therefore we 
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the com-
pany of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 



Sanctus                                                                                        HEALEY WILLAN 

The Prayer of Consecration 
 

The People stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and 
when we had sinned against you and become subject to evil and death, you, in 
your mercy, sent your only Son Jesus Christ into the world for our salvation. By 
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary he became flesh and dwelt among us. In 
obedience to your will, he stretched out his arms upon the cross and offered 
himself once for all, that by his suffering and death we might be saved. By his 
resurrection he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell and Satan under his 
feet. As our great high priest, he ascended to your right hand in glory, that we 
might come with confidence before the throne of grace. 

On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; 
this is my Body which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New 
Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: 
Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People  
 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 
 



We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving, and we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 
and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily 
receive this holy sacrament, and be made one body with him, so that he may 
dwell in us and we in him. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
under your Christ, and bring us with the ever blessed Virgin Mary, blessed 
Joseph, blessed Vincent and all your saints into the joy of your heavenly king-
dom, where we shall see our Lord face to face. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and forever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
       on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread. 
    And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
       who trespass against us. 
    And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
    For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and sings  

S152 Alleluia, Christ our Passover 

The People respond 



The Prayer of Humble Access 

Celebrant and People together may say 

We do not presume to come to this, your table, O merciful Lord, trusting 
in our own righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies. We are 
not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table; but you 
are the same Lord, whose character is always to have mercy. Grant us, 
therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, 
and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his 
body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we 
may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.   

Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation 
  

    The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
  

The ministers receive the Sacrament and then immediately deliver it to the people. 
  

Baptized Christians, believing in the Presence of our Lord in this sacrament,  
and who are in good standing in their church, may receive communion. 

  

Communion will be bread only received in the hand at one of the  
communion stations. Please do not kneel or touch the altar rail. 

Ablutions Hymn 84        Love came down at Christmas                              GARTAN 



Hymn 96        Angels we have heard on high                                                  GLORIA 

Post-Communion Prayer   
 

Heavenly Father,  
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious 
body and blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ: and for assuring us in 
these holy mysteries that we are living members of the body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal Kingdom. And now Father, send us out to do the 
work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses 
of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and 
glory, now and forever. Amen.  

Seasonal Blessing: 
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heaven-
ly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Dismissal      
People      Thanks be to God. 



Postlude          Carillon on “O Come All Ye Shepherds”                              G. YOUNG 

† The Altar Flowers are given for the glory of Almighty God and in loving 
memory of Richard Elmer by Helen & Will Elmer. 
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SAVE THE DATE 
  

Wednesday, Jan 6th - The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ - Mass at 6:00pm 
in the Cathedral. 
 
Sunday, Jan 24th - Annual Parish Meeting - more details will follow 

SUNDAY SUNDAY SCHOOL - begins at 9:30am next Sunday 
Class Teacher Place 

PreK 
K-2nd 
3rd-5th grade 
6th-12th grade 
Adult Forum 

Elissa Polley 
Susan Bryant 
Sarah Olvey 
Stuart Estes 
Dean Mark Polley 

S1 
S2 
S4 

H.Q. 
Parish Hall 

ST. VINCENT’S CATHEDRAL 
Phone 817-354-7911 

1300 Forest Ridge Drive 
Bedford, TX 76022 

  

www.stvincentscathedral.org 


