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CONCERNING MAUNDY THURSDAY 

The Paschal mystery—the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ—is 
at the heart of the Christian Gospel. The evening of Maundy Thursday 
begins the Triduum (the sacred three days). This service, together with 
Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and The Great Vigil of Easter, form a 
single liturgy; thus, the final blessing and dismissal is reserved for the 
conclusion of the Great Vigil.  

Maundy Thursday receives its name from the mandatum 
(commandment) given by our Lord: “A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one anoth-
er” (John 13:34). At the Last Supper, Jesus washed his disciples’ feet 
and commanded them to love and serve one another as he had done. 
This day commemorates the Lord’s example of servant ministry, the 
institution of the Eucharist, the agony in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
and the betrayal leading to the crucifixion. 



The Holy Eucharist 
 

Prelude           Ah, Holy Jesus                                           J. BRAHMS 
 

Hymn 495      Hail thou once despised Jesus, sts. 1-3           IN BABILONE 

Celebrant  Blessed be our God. 
People  Now and for ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant says 

This is the night that Christ the Son of Man gathered with his disciples in the 
upper room. 

This is the night that Christ our Lord and Master took a towel and washed 
the disciples’ feet, calling us to love one another as he has loved us. 

This is the night that Christ our God gave us this holy feast, that we who eat 
this bread and drink this cup may here proclaim his perfect sacrifice. 

This is the night that Christ the Lamb of God gave himself into the hands of 
those who would slay him. 



The First Lesson          Exodus 12:1-14 
 
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, "This month shall be 
for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 
Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month they shall 
take every man a lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a house-
hold; and if the household is too small for a lamb, then a man and his neighbor 
next to his house shall take according to the number of persons; according to 
what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. Your lamb shall be 
without blemish, a male a year old; you shall take it from the sheep or from the 
goats; and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the 
whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs in the evening. 
Then they shall take some of the blood, and put it on the two doorposts and the 
lintel of the houses in which they eat them. They shall eat the flesh that night, 
roasted; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. Do not eat any 
of it raw or boiled with water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner 
parts. And you shall let none of it remain until the morning, anything that re-
mains until the morning you shall burn. In this manner you shall eat it: your 
loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you 
shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD's passover. For I will pass through the land 
of Egypt that night, and I will smite all the first-born in the land of Egypt, both 
man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the 
LORD. The blood shall be a sign for you, upon the houses where you are; and 
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall fall upon you to 
destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt. This day shall be for you a memo-
rial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD." 
 

Reader               The Word of the Lord. 
People               Thanks be to God. 

The Collect of  the Day 
 

The Celebrant says to the People 
 

     The Lord be with you.  
People     And with your spirit. 
Celebrant    Let us pray.  

Almighty Father, whose most dear Son, on the night before he suffered, institut-
ed the Sacrament of his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it 
in thankful remembrance of Jesus Christ our Savior, who in these holy mysteries 
gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



The Second Lesson      1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 

I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on 
the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, "This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me." In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 
Lord's death until he comes. 
 

Reader                      The Word of the Lord. 
People                      Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 78:14-20, 23-25   

14  He led them with a cloud by day, * 
   and all the night through with a glow of fire. 
 

15  He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * 
   and gave them drink as from the great deep.   REFRAIN 
        

17  But they went on sinning against him, * 
   rebelling in the desert against the Most High. 
 

18  They tested God in their hearts, * 
   demanding food for their craving.  REFRAIN              
 

19  They railed against God and said, * 
   "Can God set a table in the wilderness?" 
 

23  So he commanded the clouds above *  
 and opened the doors of heaven.                 REFRAIN 
            

24  He rained down manna upon them to eat * 
   and gave them grain from heaven. 
 

25  So mortals ate the bread of angels; * 
   he provided for them food enough.              REFRAIN 



The Sermon                                                                 Fr. Thomas Hightower 

The Deacon or Priest says       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according
                  to St. Luke. 
 

People                                 Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Holy Gospel             Luke 22:14-30 

And when the hour came, Jesus sat at table, and the apostles with him. And he 
said to them, "I have earnestly desired to eat this passover with you before I 
suffer; for I tell you I shall not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God." 
And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, "Take this, and di-
vide it among yourselves; for I tell you that from now on I shall not drink of the 
fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes." And he took bread, and 
when he had given thanks he broke it and gave it to them, saying, "This is my 
body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." And likewise the 
cup after supper, saying, "This cup which is poured out for you is the new cove-
nant in my blood. But behold the hand of him who betrays me is with me on 
the table. For the Son of man goes as it has been determined; but woe to that 
man by whom he is betrayed!" And they began to question one another, which 
of them it was that would do this. A dispute also arose among them, which of 
them was to be regarded as the greatest. And he said to them, "The kings of the 
Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and those in authority over them are called 
benefactors. But not so with you; rather let the greatest among you become as 
the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. For which is the greater, one 
who sits at table, or one who serves? Is it not the one who sits at table? But I am 
among you as one who serves. You are those who have continued with me in 
my trials; and I assign to you, as my Father assigned to me, a kingdom, that you 
may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel." 
 
The Deacon or Priest says         The Gospel of the Lord. 
People                                    Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Prayers of the People 

The Deacon or Leader says 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying, “Hear our prayer.” 

The Deacon or appointed person says 

For the peace of the whole world, and for the well-being and unity of the peo-
ple of God,  

Reader   Lord, in your mercy.      
People   Hear our prayer. 



For Foley, our Archbishop, Ryan and Keith, our Bishops, and for all the clergy 
and people of our diocese and congregation,  

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People   Hear our prayer. 

For all those who proclaim the Gospel at home and abroad; especially, Antho-
ny, our Centurion priest in Northern Malawi, and for all who teach and disciple 
others, especially, the staff of La Gran Familia Children’s Home in Mexico,  

Reader  Lord, in your mercy. 
People  Hear our prayer. 

For our brothers and sisters in Christ who are persecuted for their faith,  

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People   Hear our prayer. 

For our nation, for those in authority and for all in public service especially, 
Donald, our President, and those serving in the armed forces of our country,  

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People   Hear our prayer. 

For all those who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity 
especially the children of La Gran Familia, and those suffering from the Coro-
navirus 

Reader   Lord, in your mercy.  
People   Hear our prayer. 

For all those who minister to the health and well-being of others, especially all 
persons in law enforcement, all fire fighters, those in public service, all health 
care workers, doctors, nurses, technicians, and all ministering to the health of 
others,  
 

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People        Hear our prayer. 

 

For all those who departed this life in the certain hope of the resurrection, espe-
cially those who have died as a result of this Pandemic,  
 

Reader   Lord, in your mercy. 
People   Hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant concludes with the following prayer 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ went about doing good, and 
healing all manner of sickness and disease among the people: Continue in our 
hospitals his gracious work among us especially those suffering from the Coro-
navirus, console and heal the sick; grant to the physicians, nurses, and assisting 
staff wisdom and skill, diligence and patience; prosper their work, O Lord, and 
send down your blessing upon all who serve the suffering; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  



Confession of Sin 
  

The Deacon or Celebrant says the following,  
  

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 
  

Silence may be kept 
  

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
  

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised for-
giveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to 
him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm 
and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Comfortable Words 
 

The Celebrant may then say one or more of the following sentences, first saying 
  

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 
  

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
                                                                                                    Matthew 11:28 

The Peace 
 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 
 

               The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People       And with your spirit. 



        Lift       up    your   hearts.    We  lift      them up  to  the Lord. 

   Let us  give    thanks    to the  Lord  our   God. 

   It   is  right    to  give  him  thanks and  praise.  

   The  Lord  be    with  you.      And with  your spir- it. 

THE LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Organ Voluntary        Pange Lingua (Now my tongue the mystery telling)       M. DUPRE 

Sursum Corda 

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
Having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end; and on 
the night before he suffered, he instituted these holy mysteries; that we, receiv-
ing the benefits of his passion and resurrection, might be made partakers of his 
divine nature. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus                                                                                          MISSA MARIALIS 



The Prayer of Consecration 
  

The People stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues 
  

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and 
when we had sinned against you and become subject to evil and death, you, in 
your mercy, sent your only Son Jesus Christ into the world for our salvation. By 
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary he became flesh and dwelt among us. In 
obedience to your will, he stretched out his arms upon the cross and offered 
himself once for all, that by his suffering and death we might be saved. By his 
resurrection he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell and Satan under his 
feet. As our great high priest, he ascended to your right hand in glory, that we 
might come with confidence before the throne of grace. 

On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; 
this is my Body which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New 
Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: 
Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
  

Celebrant and People  
  

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 
  
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving, and we offer you these gifts. 
  

Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 
and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily re-
ceive this holy sacrament, and be made one body with him, so that he may 
dwell in us and we in him. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
under your Christ, and bring us with the ever blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Vin-
cent and all your saints into the joy of your heavenly kingdom, where we shall 
see our Lord face to face. 
  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Fa-
ther, now and forever. Amen. 



The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and says or sings 

The Lord’s Prayer 

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 

 Agnus Dei                                                                                      MISSA MIRIALIS 



Post-Communion Prayer   
 

Heavenly Father,  
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious 
body and blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ: and for assuring us in 
these holy mysteries that we are living members of the body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal Kingdom. And now Father, send us out to do the 
work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses 
of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and 
glory, now and forever. Amen.  

Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation 
 

    Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him who takes away the sins of the world 

The Reserved Sacrament is taken to the altar of repose in St Mary’s Chapel . 
 
The altar, symbolic of Christ, is stripped of its vesture, and the building is left bare for the 
solemnity of Good Friday. 
 
The “Watch” before the Blessed Sacrament will be streamed on the St. Vincent’s Facebook  
Page for two hours immediately following the conclusion of the Mass. 

The Prayer of Humble Access 

Celebrant and People together may say 

We do not presume to come to this, your table, O merciful Lord, trusting 
in our own righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies. We 
are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table; but 
you are the same Lord, whose character is always to have mercy. Grant 
us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus 
Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean 
by his body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and 
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.   



The Stripping of the Altar 

Psalm 22 (sung by Charles Gatlin and Alissa Brewer) 
 

Cantor     My God, my God, why have you for-| saken me? * 
                 and are so far from my cry and from the words | of my distress? 

 
     2   O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not | answer; * 
                 by night as well, but | I find no rest. 

 
     3   Yet you are the | Holy One, * 
                 enthroned upon the praises | of Israel. 

 
     4   Our forefathers put their | trust in you; * 
                 they trusted, and you | delivered them. 

 
     5   They cried out to you and were de- | livered; * 
                 they trusted in you and were | not put to shame. 

 
     6   But as for me, I am a worm and no | man, * 
                 scorned by all and despised by | the people. 

 
     7   All who see me laugh me to | scorn; * 
                 they curl their lips and wag their | heads, saying, 

 
     8   "He trusted in the LORD; let him de- | liver him; * 
                  let him rescue him, if he | delights in him." 
 

 9   Yet you are he who took me out of the | womb, * 
                  and kept me safe upon | my mother's breast. 

 
     10  I have been entrusted to you ever since I was | born; * 
                  you were my God when I was still in | my mother's womb. 

 
     11  Be not far from me, for trouble is | near, * 
                  and there | is none to help. 

 
     12  Many young bulls en- | circle me; * 
                  strong bulls of Bashan | surround me. 

 
     13  They open wide their | jaws at me, * 
                  like a ravening and a roar- | ing lion. 
 
     14  I am poured out like water; all my bones are | out of joint; * 
                  my heart within my breast | is melting wax. 
 



     15  My mouth is dried out like a pot-sherd; 
                  my tongue sticks to the roof of my | mouth; * 
                  and you have laid me in the dust | of the grave. 
 

16 Packs of dogs close me in, and gangs of evildoers circle  
                  a- | round me; * 
                  they pierce my hands and my feet; I can count | all my       
                  bones. 
 
     17  They stare and gloat | over me; * 
                  they divide my garments among them; they cast lots  
                  for | my clothing. 
 
     18  Be not far a- | way, O LORD; * 
                  you are my strength; hasten | to help me. 
 
     19  Save me from the | sword, * 
                  my life from the power | of the dog. 
 
     20  Save me from the | lion's mouth, * 
                  my wretched body from the horns | of wild bulls. 
 
     21  I will declare your Name to my | brethren; * 
                  in the midst of the congregation I | will praise you. 
 
     22  Praise the LORD, you that | fear him; * 
                  stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; 
                  all you of Jacob's line, | give glory. 
 
     23  For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 
                  neither does he hide his | face from them; * 
                  but when they cry to him | he hears them. 
  
 24  My praise is of him in the great as- | sembly; * 
                   I will perform my vows in the presence of those | who  
                   worship him. 
 
     25  The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
                   and those who seek the LORD shall | praise him: * 
                   "May your heart live | for ever!" 
 
     26   
                   and all the families of the nations shall bow | before him. 
 



 
     27  For kingship belongs to the | LORD; * 
                   he rules over | the nations. 
 
     28  To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in | worship; * 
                   all who go down to the dust fall | before him. 
 
     29  My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall | serve him; * 
                   they shall be known as the LORD'S | for ever. 
 
     30  They shall come and make known to a people | yet unborn * 
                   the saving deeds | that he has done. 

The lights are extinguished and the sacred ministers leave in silence. 
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