
 

 

The Deacon 
June 2021 

St. Vincent’s Cathedral 
 

We at St. Vincent’s are a community of disciples who know Jesus Christ 
in a personal way, who seek to live by the truth of His Word, and who 

reach out to others in love.  

INSIDE: Your Summer Guide to Family Fun Night! (p. 7) 

The Birth of John the Baptist 
     Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. And her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord 
had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. (Luke 1:57-58) 

Family Fun Night! 

June 13th at 6:30 pm 
A special summer picnic for the 
whole church family! We’ll have 
burgers and hot dogs and fun and 
games, right here at the church. 
Bring your folding chair and 
bring a friend! 
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Dean’s Report: COVID Updates 
Dear St. Vincent’s family, 

As we advance further into the Season after Pentecost, the longest season in the Christian Year, I am very 
thankful for God’s grace and provision, and for the faithfulness of the St. Vincent’s family. We began Lent 
with a number of unknowns regarding the Covid pandemic, the 12-year lawsuit, and an historic ice storm 
and power outages. 

With the season of Easter, God has shown us new life—in the beauty of creation, no more wait lists for 
vaccines, and a victorious end to the lawsuit we did not want and did not ask for. Praise God! 

As we rejoice in all these things, and as various CDC, state, and diocesan guidelines have been amended, 
here’s what you can expect at St. Vincent’s: 

Masks will be encouraged, especially when moving around, but not required. 

Communion will be in both kinds—the Body and Blood. The Blood of Christ will be from a 
    common chalice, and it is optional. 

Holy Water will return to the Baptismal Font. 

The collection plate will be passed during the Offertory. 

We continue to recommend hand-washing and have sanitizer available. 

These decisions were not made lightly, and were made with consultation and approval of diocesan       
leadership, staff, vestry, and ministry leaders. I’m confident there is still a wide range of comfortability, so 
please participate at the level you feel comfortable. As always, show love and respect towards all God’s 
people, and if you have any questions or concerns, you may call the church office or email me. 

I hope and pray that as we continue the Season after Pentecost, the presence of the Holy Spirit will      
continue to animate, guide, and direct the St. Vincent’s family. 

 Your Servant in Christ, 

 Dean Mark Polley+ 

 

Sundays’ 10:15 am Mass will be live-streamed on YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAz5v1V4SrTVHsTtuDmPBoQ 

WEEKLY MASS  

9:00 a.m. Wed Mass in St. Mary's 
Chapel livestreamed on Facebook. 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/

StVincentsCathedral/ 

MORNING PRAYER 

9:00 a.m. Mon, Tues, Thu, Fri 

 

MAY SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

8:30 am 
Holy Eucharist (said) 

10:15 am 
Holy Eucharist (sung) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAz5v1V4SrTVHsTtuDmPBoQ
https://www.facebook.com/pg/StVincentsCathedral/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/StVincentsCathedral/
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CARS, COFFEE, & FELLOWSHIP 

Join us Saturday, June 26th, 8:30-10:30 am in 
the West Parking Lot. All vehicles (cars,      
motorcycles, wagons, bicycles, etc.) are     
welcome! Bring your own beverage, food, and 
chair(s). We will continue to meet on the 4th 
Saturday of each month. 

Kyle Martin Cowart (pictured left), son of Martin & Alexandra Cowart, 
has earned his Eagle rank as a member of Boy Scout Troop 757 of Bedford, 
TX.  

Kyle has earned 51 merit badges, all religious emblems, the STEM NOVA 
and Supernova awards, and numerous environmental and conservation 
awards. 

For his Eagle project, Kyle created a Wildflower Preservation area, and 
constructed pollinator and wood duck habitats at the River Legacy Nature 
Center in Arlington, TX. 

He will be honored at an Eagle Court of Honor on Sunday, June 27, 2021, 
at the Old Bedford School. 

Kyle will attend Harwood Junior High as a 9th grader next year, and plans 
to continue participation in tennis, percussion in band, and Student Council. 

He will continue in scouting in the Order of the Arrow, BSA’s National 

Honor Society. 

Union Gospel Mission Needs Volunteers for Thursday Night Alpha Program 

Are you interested in hosting a discussion about Christian topics with a group of resi-
dents at Union Gospel Mission? Want to really learn about faith and spiritual healing? 
Then read on! 

On Thursday nights, UGM offers spiritual development for residents (men, women, and 
families) that uses the Alpha Program by Nicky Gumbel, Anglican priest from England. 
The program is non-denominational—not Anglican, not Baptist, or any other denomi-
nation. Basically, we start the evening at 6:30 pm at UGM on Lancaster in FW with a team meeting. Then, we have mu-
sic and singing until 7:10 pm. From 7:15 pm to about 8:00 pm, we watch a video and then have about 45 minutes of dis-
cussion with a small group of residents. We are out the door at 9:00 pm. As a new volunteer, you will be with an experi-
enced volunteer host, so don’t worry about being “thrown to the wolves.” Men and women volunteers are needed: men 
will be in a group with men and women will be in a group with women. 

Training for the fall session is Thursday, June 24th at 6:30, and the fall session starts in July. 

Contact Tom Parham at 817-454-6265 if you are interested in knowing more.  
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ST. VINCENT’S CATHEDRAL CALENDAR of EVENTS & REmINDERS 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ went about 
doing good, and healing all manner of sickness and    
disease among the people: Continue in our hospitals his 
most gracious work especially among those affected by 
this illness; console and heal the sick, protect the healthy; 
grant to the physicians, nurses and assisting staff wisdom 
and skill, diligence and patience: prosper their work, O 
Lord, and send down your blessing upon this nation that 
we may respond with compassion to each other in faith to 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Wait! Before You Meet at SVC 
Avoid Schedule Conflicts 

Please be sure to check the website calendar 
or contact Donna Baker 

www.stvincentscathedral.org/calendar 
dbaker@svacc.org (817) 354-7911 

SAVE THE DATE 

Fri, June 4 Bishop Iker Golf Tournament 8:30 am 
  Squaw Valley Golf Course, Glen Rose, TX 
Sun, June 6 Second Sunday after Pentecost 
Tues, June 8 Fr. Foster’s Class: Location TBA 7:15 pm 
Wed, June 9 Finance Committee Meeting 
  Small Conference Room 6 pm 
Fri, June 11 Feast of St. Barnabas The Apostle 
  St. Mary’s Chapel 9 am 
Sun, June 13 Third Sunday after Pentecost 
  Family Fun Night Picnic 6:30 pm 
Tues, June 15 Fr. Foster’s Class: Location TBA 7:15 pm 
Sun, June 20 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, Father’s Day 
Mon, June 21 Vestry Meeting in Large Conf. Room 6 pm 
Tues, June 22 Fr. Foster’s Class: Location TBA 7:15 pm 
Thurs, June 24 The Nativity of John the Baptist 
  St. Mary’s Chapel 9 am 
Sun, June 27 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Tues, June 29 Feast of St. Peter and St. Paul 
  St. Mary’s Chapel 9 am 
  Fr. Foster’s Class: Location TBA 7:15 pm 

 

 

DEPARTED 

Jenson Holt Craig 
May 12 

Adult Confirmation Class 

Sundays in June 
9:30 - 10:00 am 

Small Conference Room 

For More Information, 
Contact Lenore Rothman 

(817) 891-4781 or 
lenoretx@yahoo.com 
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Brother Steward  

What’s on God’s Refrigerator Door? 

 

If you are a parent or grandparent or even just an admirer of a young child, your refrigerator 
door may be the showcase of one or more paintings or drawings. To a visitor, that work of art 
may be just a mass of scribbles, but to the one who loves the child, it is a masterpiece. We 
love the gift because of the person who made it and gave it to us. It is precious to us because 
it was a gift from the heart. The motive of the child was pure and loving. 

 

Perhaps our gifts to God are similar. We’re such amateurs, such babies. God could             
accomplish his work so much more efficiently by himself. Our works, even if monumental 
by human standards, are just scribbles if God would judge them in relation to his ability.   
Because He loves us though—and loves us far more than a parent or grandparent loves a 
child, He looks at our works with eyes of love. He sees our hearts and knows we are        
motivated by love and faith, and He is pleased. He is so pleased that, if He had a refrigerator, 
He’d use it to display our works done for his glory. 

 

God has given us gifts to use for this purpose—to glorify Him by 
serving others. In 1 Peter 4:10 we read, “Each one should use whatever 
gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its 
various forms.” God has seen to it that each of us has something to offer. 
He gives us the privilege of serving and then provides all that we need 
to do so. 

 

Just as the budding art student improves with the help of a teacher 
and with appropriate tools to create his work, so does God teach us 
through His Word how to fulfill our purpose and how to improve our 
service. So, also, He gives gifts of time and money and talents and 
then his Word and Sacrament to strengthen us for service. 
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Camp Crucis 
is a wonderful experience 

for so many children and youth in 
our diocese.  

Your kids will have a great time! 
See dates for various camps (above). 

Get more info at 
https://campcrucis.org/.   

Cathedral Kids is a private Facebook group for parents, 

grandparents, and parishioners of St. Vincent’s Cathedral. 

We’re there to celebrate our children and their growth 

and faith in Jesus, to connect with one another, and to 

communicate important information. If you have not   

received an invitation and would like to be part of the 

group, go to the link below and click “Join Group” at the 

top of the page! We can’t wait to welcome you! 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/447039483346626  

June 13:  Family Fun Night Picnic! 

July 11:  Family Fun Night Wish I was at 
the BEACH Party! 

July 26-30:  Music Week! 

August 8:  Blessing of the Backpacks 

August 8:  Family Fun Night Swim Party! 
(Pleasant Glade Pool in Grapevine.) 

https://campcrucis.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/447039483346626
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La Gran Familia Thanks You! 
The girls and boys that live at La Gran Familia (pictured below) appreciate all that St. Vincent’s does for 
them. They pray for us every day, just as we pray for them. They even have a room named after St.        
Vincent’s! (see above right) Thank you for participating in Mother’s Day Ingathering for La Gran Familia. 
From our parish alone, I believe we took in almost enough to pay our diocesan LGF monthly pledge!  

Please pray that all the girls and boys continue to avoid COVID and stay safe. One of the LGF teachers 
came down with COVID recently. She is in quarantine and improving. Her name is Cristy.   

If you would like to learn more about La Gran Familia, please visit our diocesan website 
www.fwworldmission.net. There you will find a video, a short history of LGF, monthly updates, the    
current newsletter, and prayer requests.  You may also give online from this web site. 

“St. Vincent’s Game Room” 
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Money Matters: 
Personal Financial Stewardship 

 

The Problem of Materialism 

In our society, we’ve come to expect a high level of material comfort. We want the “good life,” which 
sometimes means the freedom and wherewithal to follow our impulses. Most people want bigger, newer, 
and more things to enjoy. Our society tells us that what we have is not enough and that we deserve more. 
The “more is better” attitude of our culture makes it difficult to know when enough is enough. This focus 
on material things is called materialism. Webster’s New World Dictionary defines materialism as “the   
tendency to be more concerned with material than with spiritual or intellectual values.” Materialism   
suggests an inordinate concern—some might say an addiction—with the acquisition, possession, and  
consumption of material goods and services. Inherent in a materialistic attitude is an attitude of             
superficiality, selfishness, individualism, possessiveness, and covetousness. Martin Luther wrote the       
following about the desire for wealth: 

Many a person thinks he has God and everything he needs when he 
has money and property; in them he trusts and of them he boasts so 
stubbornly and securely that he cares for no one. Surely such a man 
also has a god—mammon by name, that is, money and possessions—
on which he fixes his whole heart. It is the most common idol on earth.  

 

Russ Crosson wrote about how riches can consume us. “It has been said that 95 percent of those who have 
been tested with adversity pass the test, but 95 percent of those who have been tested with prosperity 
fail.” It seems that Christians handle adversity better than they handle success. It is ironic that, as one of 
the most prosperous countries in the world, our drug abuse, spouse and child beatings, divorce rate, and 
crime are out of control. Wealth seems to contribute to our problems rather than alleviate them. The love 
of money and material things has the potential to possess a person’s life like no other emotion can. A   
person can spend a lifetime chasing prosperity that, when found, often destroys him. C. H. Spurgeon said 
it this way: “It is a very serious thing to grow rich. Of all the temptations to which God’s children are   
exposed, it is the worst, because it is the one they do not dread, therefore, it is the more subtle         
temptation.” Unfortunately, the love of money and possessions is like drinking salt water. The more water 
we drink the thirstier we become. Likewise, the more money we have the more we want. The problem 
with materialism is that people try to fill emptiness in their lives with “things.” 

 

When our hearts become more concerned and obsessed with the accumulation of things than anything 
else, we’ve joined our materialistic society. Do we see ourselves or other members of our churches as  
materialistic? The number of possessions we have or the size of our homes or bank accounts does not    
indicate our disposition toward materialism. A materialist may not have a lot of money or possessions or 
he could own a lot. Materialism may be seen in one’s lifestyle, but it is mainly a condition of the heart, 
which is unseen. Because materialism has become the norm in our society, it is hard not to be part of it. 
Unfortunately, as Christians, we may be unaware that we have fallen into a materialistic mindset and    
lifestyle. 
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It’s Back This Summer: Plan to Play! 

THE BISHOP IKER CHALLENGE GOLF  TOURNAMENT 

The date for the 21st Annual Bishop Iker Golf Tournament has been set for Friday, June 4 
and will be played once again at Squaw Valley Golf Course in Glen Rose. The format will be 
a four-person scramble. 

We urge you to mark this important date on your calendars and begin putting your team  
together now. This will enable you to get your entry in early. If anyone needs help finding a 
team, contact one of your Parish Coordinators. 

Please note: Anyone may make a cash donation to further help Camp Crucis and the       
wonderful work being done there. All donations and team sponsorships are tax deductible. 

This year’s proceeds will be used to provide 50 scholarships for summer camp at Camp  
Crucis for those who need financial aid, as well as to enhance the existing facility to keep it 
competitive with other camps. In this way, we can continue to further God’s work through 
our children. 

PARISH COORDINATORS 

Harvey Craig:  (817) 589-1107 

Jas Kirkwood:  (817) 714-3154 

We Are God’s Instruments 
As Christians, we can, in Christ, share his love with others through our good acts. God has chosen and 
equipped us to be his instruments of support, service, and compassion. As C. S. Lewis wrote, “Good 
and evil both increase at compound interest. That is why the little decisions you and I make every day 
are of such infinite importance. The smallest good act today is the capture of a strategic point from 
which, a few months later, you may be able to go on to victories you 
never dreamed of.” In essence, God uses the small things that we do 
and multiplies them into something significant. Paul wrote, “Now to him 
who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 
his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations for ever and ever! Amen.” (Ephesians 3:20). 

Prayer: Our gracious heavenly Father, I thank you for the gift of faith. 
Grant me steadfast faith so that I can withstand the temptations of life, 
the world, and my flesh. Help me to be the instrument you want me to 
be. In Christ’s name I pray. Amen 
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Keeping Your Commitment 

‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been 
faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter 

into the joy of your master.’  Matthew 25:21 

Please remain faithful to the financial 
pledge you’ve made to God and this 

Parish family.  

We’re all in this together, 
and we need your help! 

We don’t ask equal giving, 
but equal sacrifice! 

 

What better way to remember a loved one or a 
special event than to be an Altar flower donor!  

Multiple donors are needed each Sunday to 
meet the expense of the flowers. The calendar 
is located in the office or you may call the   
office to be listed on the calendar. Donations 
are $50, and it takes two donations to cover 
the weekly cost. 

If you were unable to sign up to sponsor 
weekly Altar flowers at the annual parish  
meeting, it is not too late. Please contact the 
Cathedral office to have your name put on the 
altar flowers schedule. 

St. Vincent's Cathedral 
Income Statement 2021 

    Month of April April YTD 
Full 
Year 

A/C Account     
Over 

(Under)     
Over 

(Under)   
# Description Actual Budget Budget Actual Budget Budget Budget 

Total Operating Revenue 121,165 68,432 52,733 369,712 294,163 75,549 851,000 

Total Operating Expense 67,466 67,383 83 293,682 309,279 (15,597) 889,000 

Total Operating Income (Loss) 53,699 1,049 52,650 76,030 (15,116) 91,146 (38,000) 

April operating revenues were $53K over-budget due to the receipt in April of an unbudgeted $56K donation 
from AMNET, a non-profit organization. April YTD operating revenues were $76K over-budget due to the 
AMNET donation and parishioner contributions which were $20K over-budget. 

April operating expenses were over-budget by only $83. April YTD operating expenses were $16K under-
budget primarily due to under-budget legal fees of $5K and under-budget repairs and maintenance expenses 
($6K). Legal fees on the renewal and extension of the Cathedral’s mortgage loan were budgeted in March but 
will be paid in May. 

Pastoral Communication 
Dean Polley and Father Fitzhugh may be reached through the  
Cathedral office: (817) 354-7911 

or email: mpolley@svacc.org / efitzhugh@svacc.org 

If you are going into the hospital, please don’t assume one of the 
clergy is going to hear about it through the grapevine. If you tell 
one of the clergy something important on Sunday morning after 
Mass as you exit the church, please don’t assume they are going to 
remember unless they write it down. If you are upset about   
something or pleased about something, don’t assume the clergy 
know how you are feeling. If you need Communion brought to 
your home, please don’t assume the clergy know. 

Please call so we can respond to your pastoral needs! 



 

 

St. Vincent's now has an Amazon Smile account. 
This is a great way to support St. Vincent's! By going 
through Amazon Smile, everything during your pur-
chase is the same (including prices and discounts), 
except for Amazon will give a percentage of your 
purchases back to the church. To use this as a meth-
od of supporting St. Vincent's, please follow the link 
below and sign in to your Amazon account. After 
you have registered with Amazon Smile and added 
St. Vincent's account, you simply need to go to 
smile.amazon.com each time you shop rather than 
just Amazon.com. Thank you!  

 
Clergy 

 

The Right. Rev. Ryan S. Reed, SSC, D.D. 
Bishop IV of Fort Worth 

The Right Rev. Keith L. Ackerman, SSC, D.D. 
Assisting Bishop 

The Very Rev. Mark D. Polley, Dean 
The Rev. John S. Kalimi, Assistant 
The Rev. Edward Fitzhugh, Curate 

 

Administration 
 

Alissa Brewer Director of Music & Organist 
Jennifer Pinney Business Administrator 
Donna Baker Administrative Assistant / Receptionist 
Stuart Estes Youth & Communications Coordinator 
Laura West Nursery & Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Barbara Wojnicki Sexton 
 

Vestry 
 

 

 Mark Cleveland, Senior Warden 
 Steve Schooling, Junior Warden 
 Brady Atkins 
 David Coburn 
 Dean Hautanen 
 Julie Molder 
 Jeremy Normand 
 Pat Webb 
 Amber Wilkinson 
 

 Non-Vestry: 
 Mack Wood, Clerk 
 Thomas Parham, Treasurer (acting) 

CATHEDRAL STAFF 

The Deacon is a monthly publication of St. Vincent’s Cathedral in the 
Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth. ©2021 All rights reserved.   
Comments, suggestions, and offers to volunteer on future issues are 
encouraged. 

Editor: Warren T. Jackson, Ph.D., OblSB: wjackson@svacc.org 

Publisher: The Very Rev. Mark D. Polley, Dean 

St. Vincent’s Cathedral 
1300 Forest Ridge Drive 
Bedford, Texas 76022 
Telephone:  817-354-7911 
www.stvincentscathedral.org 

The Deacon 

The deadline for     
submitting articles or 
content for publication 
in The Deacon is the 
15th of each month. 
Send items to Warren Jackson (wjackson@svacc.org). 

 

The Little Deacon 

Weekly deadline for prayer requests and announcements 
for Sunday’s service bulletin is noon on Thursday. 
Send items to Donna Baker (dbaker@svacc.org). 

The Deacon is a Monthly Publication of  
St. Vincent’s Cathedral 
Volume 123, Issue 6 

June 2021 

“To make Jesus Christ known in all that we do.” 

PRAYER OF  

ST. VINCENT OF SARAGOSSA 

Almighty God, whose deacon Vincent, upheld by thee, was not 
terrified by threats nor overcome by torments: Strengthen us, we 
beseech thee, to endure all adversity with invincible and steadfast 
faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benevolence Fund 

The Benevolence Fund has assisted families and  
individuals with car repair bills, rent, utilities, meals, 
and hospital bills. Requests come in on a weekly  
basis. Any assistance you can provide would be a 
blessing to someone else. Tax deductible donations 
can be made to St. Vincent’s. Please write            
BENEVOLENCE FUND on the memo line. 

http://smile.amazon.com/
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1LQv4b3bJWLycVE7Btn9Rrk6E8QWHPu5BYIOYdLeSzKM5V8-qNxv3U0snRXf8PHFN3ycDbo9XBSILGlFbDhQBHJFeQ5vHCRqp7yWA-tZyWPsqlj0ccyjKmA_34a8e4Ng_Vi37Lr7XGOg-zvxsrw3SHOKZg3X-N1GaLrJC83plUOkCg9-1bKSO6GEYlAUJhS0C1_K_a5ujM--mu7YmukdafA/https%3A%2F%2F
mailto:wjackson@svacc.org
http://www.stvincentscathedral.org
mailto:wjackson@svacc.org
mailto:dbaker@svacc.org

