
 

 

The Deacon 
January 2021 

St. Vincent’s Cathedral 
 

We at St. Vincent’s are a community of disciples who know Jesus Christ 
in a personal way, who seek to live by the truth of His Word, and who 

reach out to others in love.  

INSIDE: “To Build and Battle” Sermon (pp. 6-9) 

 

Holy Eucharist 
with 

Christmas Pageant           

Sunday 
January 3, 2021 

10:15 am 
 

The Visit of the Wise Men 
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. And he 
sent them to Bethlehem, saying “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me 
word, that I too may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the 
star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 
When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house they saw the child with 
Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, 
gold and frankincense and myrrh. (Matthew 2:7-11) 

 The Very Rev. Mark D. Polley 
was installed as Dean and Rector of 

St. Vincent’s Cathedral on 
November 30, 2020 
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(New) Times for Growth in 2021 
 

Dear St. Vincent’s family, 

As we begin the new secular year, many of us want to leave 2020 far behind. It’s been a year that we did 
not expect; a year that has been challenging, difficult, and perhaps one of the hardest in several decades. 
So, first, please let me say “thank you” for your faith and faithfulness. God did not cause this pandemic, nor 
was He surprised by it, nor did it knock him off His Throne. God is still good, and Jesus is still King. 

While we don’t know what the immediate future will hold, we do know that “suffering produces perseverance; 
perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into 
our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.” (Romans 5:3-5). Therefore, I believe that churches will 
emerge stronger after COVID. We have been through a lot together, and we will emerge stronger because 
it is Jesus Christ Himself who gives us strength. Take comfort in that. 

I know many of us are curious or anxious about when and how we can more fully engage in Sunday     
worship. To that I say, we will follow CDC, county, and diocesan guidelines (see right); and I want every 
person to be charitable, respectful, and safe. To that end, we will continue to have two in-person worship 
offerings, and our principal service will be live streamed and have overflow available in the Parish Hall. 

Furthermore, beginning January 3rd, our Sunday schedule will be the following: 

8:30 a.m. – Holy Eucharist 

9:30 a.m. – Sunday School 

10:15 a.m. – Choral Sung Eucharist 

This time frame has been prayerfully considered and decided by the Staff, Vestry, and Lay Ministry        
leadership. It will allow us, as the St. Vincent’s family, to emerge from COVID stronger, and better 
equipped to offer excellent worship, great discipleship, and room to grow as we make Jesus Christ known 
in all we do. 
 

Peace be with you, 

Dean Mark Polley+ 

Sunday’s 10:15 am Mass will be live-streamed on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/ 

WEEKLY MASS  

9:00 a.m. Wed Mass in St. Mary's 
Chapel livestreamed on Facebook. 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/

StVincentsCathedral/ 

MORNING PRAYER 

9:00 a.m. Mon, Tues, Thu, Fri 

JANUARY SCHEDULE 

8:30 am 
Holy Eucharist (said) 

10:15 am 
Holy Eucharist (sung) 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/StVincentsCathedral/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/StVincentsCathedral/
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Clergy Epiphany Gifts 

It has been a tradition at St. Vincent’s to present our 
clergy with Epiphany gifts after the Epiphany Pageant. 
We do this to express our appreciation, gratitude, and 
love for the exceptional clergy which serve St. Vin-
cent’s Cathedral. This year, we will present gifts to the 
clergy on Sunday, January 3rd. Please pray about how 
you might honor our clergy by making a donation 
marked “clergy gifts” in the offering plate, give to a Ves-
try member, or through the online gift-giving website. 

Prayer Bear News... 
We are so delighted to announce that 
we received 156 precious assorted 
Bears at our Christmas drive. In the 11 
years that we have been involved in this 
ministry, we have "never" received an-
ywhere close to this amount. We are so 
very thankful to all the generous parish-
ioners who made this possible through 
their donations. With the COVID hov-
ering over us all, it is so nice to know 
that people still have a warm and loving 
heart. Many thanks again. May God 
bless each of you and give you a healthy, 
happy New Year! 

The Prayer Bear Ministry, 
Beverly and Angie Ulmer 

156! 
Bear Drive Sets 

New Record 

St. Vincent’s COVID Plan 

Knowing that things can change at any time, we will go forward with the celebration of Holy Eucharist 
at 8:30 am and 10:15 am with COVID safety precautions and procedures in place. Please continue to 
practice appropriate social distancing before, during, and after the services. Every other pew will be 
open and you are requested to sit by family on the ends of the pews. We strongly suggest the wearing of 
face masks. Communion will continue with the bread only, delivered into the hands, at one or two sta-
tions in the standing posture. This will eliminate touching the altar rail and will allow us to maintain the 
appropriate spacing. Families should come up together. Clergy will take the correct steps to avoid con-
tamination. The collection plate will be placed in the aisle on a table so that it is not passed. Please be 
aware of congregating and spacing in the Narthex and courtyard following the services. It is preferrable 
that we have seniors (over 60) and those who are at an increased risk of contracting COVID attend the 
8:30 am service. This will allow those at the highest level of risk to come into a building that is as clean 
as possible. Breakfast will be offered about once per month and we will cautiously continue to provide 
coffee and donuts for Christian Education at 9:30 am on the non-breakfast Sundays. The Nursery is now 
available for infants thru age Pre-K during Adult Forum and the 10:15 am service.  
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ST. VINCENT’S CATHEDRAL CALENDAR of EVENTS & REmINDERS 

 

 

 

BIRTHS 

Scarlett Belle Whitfill, Dec 10 
to Ashley & Bill Whitfill. 

Proud grandparents are Tina & Will Whitfill. 

 

TRANSFERRED OUT 

Anita McConnell 
to All Saints Anglican Church in Charlottesville, VA. 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ went about 
doing good, and healing all manner of sickness and    
disease among the people: Continue in our hospitals his 
most gracious work especially among those affected by 
this illness; console and heal the sick, protect the healthy; 
grant to the physicians, nurses and assisting staff wisdom 
and skill, diligence and patience: prosper their work, O 
Lord, and send down your blessing upon this nation that 
we may respond with compassion to each other in faith to 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Wait! Before You Meet at SVC 
Avoid Schedule Conflicts 

Please be sure to check the website calendar 
or contact Donna Baker 

www.stvincentscathedral.org/calendar 
dbaker@svacc.org (817) 354-7911 

SAVE THE DATE 

Sun, Jan 3  Second Sunday after Christmas 
  Christmas Pageant 10:15 am 
Wed, Jan 6  The Epiphany 6:00 pm 
Sun, Jan 10 First Sunday after Epiphany 
  Adult Forum resumes in Parish Hall 9:30 am 
  Baptism of Our Lord 
Sun, Jan 17 Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Sun, Jan 24 St. Vincent Sunday WEAR RED 
  Parish Meeting to follow 10:15 am service 
  LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED 
Sun, Jan 31 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

CHOIR PRACTICE 
Cathedral Choir 

Wednesdays, 7:15 p.m. in the Parish Hall 

Handbell Rehearsals 

Thursdays, 7:00 pm in the Choir Room 

Handbell Choir Rehearsals 
It’s not too late! We still need a couple more ringers! 

Practice Thursday at 7:00 p.m. in the Choir Room. 

Anyone interested? Please contact Alissa Brewer at abrewer@svacc.org. 
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Our Lovely Jesse Tree Tradition Shone on Dec 13 

What is a Jesse Tree? 

It is a tree branch decorated with symbols 
representing the stories of people in     
Jesus’ family tree. In Isaiah 11:1, we read, 
“A shoot shall come out from the stump 
of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots.” Jesse was the father of David,    
Israel’s greatest king. And it was from   
David’s lineage that Jesus came. That’s 
where the idea of using a Jesse Tree to  
celebrate Advent came from. Before a 
symbol is hung on the branch, a Bible  
passage or a story from a the Bible is read.  
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“To Build and Battle” Sermon 
 

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; be 
not frightened, neither be dismayed; for the LORD your God is 
with you wherever you go.” From the Book of Joshua, in the Name 
of the Living God: The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen. Please 
be seated. 

 

Good morning! I’m very glad to be here, a little nervous to be 
here, but really excited to be here. I hope many of you are excited 
as well, or relieved that the search process is over…and really, as 
long as you are not severely disappointed or incredibly angry at me 
being here, I think it’s going to be okay. 

 

My name is Fr. Mark Polley and I have recently been called and elected to be your new     
rector and next Dean of St. Vincent’s Cathedral. (Thank you for not booing right now.) This 
is kind of a homecoming for me, as I was actually a member here from basically 1990 until 
2020. This is where I spent my childhood, my youth, and my college years. I was very active 
in acolyte ministry, youth ministry, faithful in Sunday school, but not always well behaved in 
Sunday school…and you were my sending parish when I attended seminary from 2008 until 
2011. All that to say, any good or positive quality you see in me…congratulations! You       
actually had a big part in my spiritual journey; and anything bad, or negative quality you see 
in me…well, it’s kind of your fault too. Again, I’m very happy to be called back home as I’m 
starting my own family; I very much want my boys to be raised in the faith, in the Church, 
and in this parish family in particular. I like to think that you, and my parents, did a great job 
raising me, and I hope we, together, can continue raising and forming disciples of Jesus 
Christ. 

 

This wasn’t in our readings today, but it’s one of my favorite Bible verses, and I see this as 
something of a ministry charge here at St. Vincent’s. This comes from Joshua 1:9 – God tells 
Joshua: “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; be not frightened,   
neither be dismayed; for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” I could hear that 
every day and never tire of hearing it. And, if I could be so bold, I feel a little bit like Joshua 
at this time in my life. If you don’t recall, Joshua was the successor to Moses. As far as we 
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“To Build and Battle” Sermon (cont.) 
 

know, Joshua had always been a faithful Hebrew, living in the time of slavery in Egypt, and 
then when Moses came, Joshua was all in and became Moses’ right-hand man and eventually 
chosen successor. Under Moses’ leadership, Joshua was faithful in the Exodus, he was gung-
ho about entering the Promised Land, he was taught and trained during the 40-year desert 
wandering, and then he was chosen to lead the people into the Conquest of Canaan. He was 
faithful, he was loyal, and he was called to lead God’s People to God’s Promises. 

 

There have been two priests in the last 20 years that have been a Moses to me. Dean Reed, 
now Bishop Reed, and Fr. Chris Culpepper who was my rector this past decade. Both these 
godly men lead their congregations, in some sense, in a desert wandering. Fr. Chris planted 
Christ the Redeemer a little more than 10 years ago; they are in their fourth physical         
location, a kind of physical wandering, but all the while they are building community,   
building their identity, and preparing for a more permanent home in a very similar way the      
Hebrews were in the wilderness. Bishop Reed, in the last 10 years, has also led in a desert 
wandering. From the formation of the ACNA happening right here, to the difficulty of    
closing the school, to the relief of selling the property, to inviting in other ministries, and 
continuing mission work regionally and internationally…to forming young curates who are 
all rectors now, and then most recently, the episcopal election and the crazy year 2020 has 
been. 

 

St. Vincent’s, I know I’ve been gone for a decade, and I 
know it’s kind of been a hard decade. A lot of great 
things, for sure, but the struggles and difficulties we’ve 
had sometimes seem to outweigh all the good. I bet the 
Hebrews felt the same way…a lot of good in the      
Wilderness wandering, but a lot of trials too. 

 

In comes Joshua, chosen successor, who is told by God: 
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; be not frightened nor dis-
mayed; for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” They were going into the 
Promised Land. They were going to the land flowing with milk and honey. God even gave 
them a picture of the land – it was beautiful and had everything they needed – water, (cont.) 
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“To Build and Battle” Sermon (cont.) 
 

hills, bread, trees, milk, honey, resources for trade and weaponry…everything they needed; 
they would lack nothing. Obviously, their best years were a head of them.   

 

And I believe that’s true for us.   

 

I’m so thankful for Bishop Reed and Fr. Culpepper – no one wants to be Moses, look how 
he was treated by the people; so like Joshua, I think the best years are ahead of us. Be strong 
and of good courage; be not frightened nor dismayed; God will be with you. 

 

So how did Joshua do it? How did he successfully conquer the Promised Land? Two main 
ideas: Build and Battle. He battled the enemies and he built the nation by building the peo-
ple. And that’s what I’m after. My first few months, and years here – I want us to build and 
to battle. 

 

I want us to build the Kingdom by building disciples. My passion is discipleship and I really 
hope it is for you too. That’s what Jesus has charged us with and commanded us to do – to 
go and make disciples. Here’s the thing about disciples…they can’t be stopped. That’s the 
history of the Christian Revolution – it’s the Holy Spirit working thru disciples to advance 
the Kingdom, to multiply disciples, and to change the world as we know it. A great pastor 
once said, “If a church focuses on building disciples, you’ll never run out of them.” Why?  
Because disciples are faithful in worship. Disciples are active pray-ers and engage the world 
in mission and evangelism. Disciples build communities of fellowship and they are generous 

with their gifts, and service and money. Jesus 
Christ forms disciples who change the world. 
So we’re going to build the Kingdom by build-
ing disciples. We’re going to build relation-
ships in here – so we can build bridges to here. 
We’re going to build up our ministries in here, 
so we can build bridges out there. 
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“To Build and Battle” Sermon (cont.) 
 

And we’re going to battle. Just like the Hebrews, it’s going 
to take some battling. We’re going to battle the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. We’re going to take our stand and battle 
a world that says Christianity is stupid, or boring, out of 
touch. We’re going to battle a world that says there’s no 
such thing as God or truth. We’re going to battle a world 
that can only offer darkness and death. Because we know, 
we know, that Christianity offers light and life. We believe 
that we have goodness, and beauty, and truth and justice to 
offer this hurting, and sin-sick world. We’re going to battle 
the world, and we’re going to battle the flesh of our own 
sins. Don’t be afraid of that. Jesus came into the world to save sinners…like me. We’re    
going to battle our own sins, and our own apathy or complacency. It might be difficult, but 
it’ll be completely worth it. 

 

And we’re going to battle the Devil. That’s kind of a given, right? We’re going to battle the 
Devil because he is a liar, and the father of lies and he has already been defeated by Jesus 
Christ. The devil does not win this war, but we’re still called to the battle. 

 

So, as we begin a new chapter in our life together, even in the unknowns of a pandemic and 
a year I’m sure we want to end as soon as possible – I want us to think on those ideas – to 
build and to battle. Think on those ideas, and begin praying into those ideas. Please pray for 
me, and my family. Pray for the St. Vincent’s family. Pray that we can build disciples, and 
build relationships here. Pray for our courage to battle the right battles. Pray that we can be 
a healthy church for a hurting world. 

 

“Be strong and of good courage; be not frightened, neither be dismayed; for the LORD 
your God is with you wherever you go.” Amen. 

 

The Very Rev. Mark D. Polley, Dean 
St. Vincent’s Cathedral 
18 October 2020 
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The Daughters of the King would like to express gratitude for the support of the members 
of St. Vincent’s Cathedral. Your support enabled us to fill 53 shoeboxes for Operation  
Christmas Child and provide financial support for these 53 shoeboxes.   

These shoeboxes will arrive in more than 100 countries. Volunteer National Leadership 
Teams train pastors and community leaders who want to share the message of the           
Gospel and bless children. The leaders learn how to host child-friendly outreach events, and 
how to implement The Greatest Journey follow-up discipleship program. As a result of what 
they learn in The Greatest Journey, boys and girls grow in Christ and share with friends and 
family. The students also invite others to their graduations where the Gospel is shared. This 
often brings parents, siblings, and friends to accept Christ and become active members in 
the local church. Pastors around the world host outreach events in places where people may 
not know Christ and invite them to follow Him. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Phylecia Schooling and the Daughters of the King 

Operation Christmas Child A Huge Success! 

Left: Daughters of the King busily 
working in their “Elven Workshop.” 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/eternal-impact/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/eternal-impact/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/the-greatest-journey/
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Keeping Your Commitment 

‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been 
faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter 

into the joy of your master.’  Matthew 25:21 

Please remain faithful to the financial 
pledge you’ve made to God and this 

Parish family.  

We’re all in this together, 
and we need your help! 

We don’t ask equal giving, 
but equal sacrifice! 

 

What better way to remember a loved one or a 
special event than to be an Altar flower donor!  

Multiple donors are needed each Sunday to 
meet the expense of the flowers. The calendar 
is located in the office or you may call the   
office to be listed on the calendar. Donations 
are $50 per week, and it takes two           
donations to cover the weekly cost.   

If you were unable to sign up to sponsor 
weekly Altar flowers at the annual parish  
meeting, it is not too late. Please contact the 
Cathedral office to have your name put on the 
altar flowers schedule. 

St. Vincent's Cathedral 
Income Statement 2020 

    Month of November November YTD 
Full 
Year 

A/C Account     
Over 

(Under)     
Over 

(Under)   
# Description Actual Budget Budget Actual Budget Budget Budget 

Total Operating Revenue 73,060 71,761 1,299 814,477 797,346 17,131 873,000 

Total Operating Expense 67,730 69,870 (2,140) 739,376 801,159 (61,783) 873,000 

Total Operating Income (Loss) 5,300 1,891 3,439 75,101 (3,813) 78,914 0 

YTD operating revenues are over-budget by $17K because over-budget contributions ($28K) offset under-
budget Gracewood rental income ($8K). YTD operating expenses are under-budget by $62K due to various 
under-budget expenses such as Dean search/moving expenses ($32K), payroll costs ($15K), and repairs and 
maintenance ($10K). 

Pastoral Communication 

Dean Polley and Father Fitzhugh may be reached through the  
Cathedral office: (817) 354-7911 

or email: mpolley@svacc.org / efitzhugh@svacc.org 

If you are going into the hospital, please don’t assume one of the 
clergy is going to hear about it through the grapevine. If you tell 
one of the clergy something important on Sunday morning after 
Mass as you exit the church, please don’t assume they are going to 
remember unless they write it down. If you are upset about some-
thing or pleased about something, please don’t assume the clergy 
know how you are feeling. If you need Communion brought to 
your home, don’t assume the clergy know. 



 

 

 
Clergy 

 

The Right. Rev. Ryan S. Reed, SSC, D.D. 
Bishop IV of Fort Worth 

The Right Rev. Keith Ackerman, SSC Assisting Bishop 
The Very Rev. Mark D. Polley, Dean 

The Rev. Richard A. Cantrell, SSC Assistant 
The Rev. John S. Kalimi, Assistant 

The Rev. Edward Fitzhugh, Curate 
 
 
 

Administration 

 
Alissa Brewer Director of Music & Organist 
Jennifer Pinney Cathedral Business Administrator 
Donna Baker Administrative Assistant / Receptionist 
Stuart Estes Coordinator, Youth & Children’s Ministry 
Barbara Wojnicki Sexton 
 

 

Vestry 
 

 

David Johnson, Senior Warden 
Pat Webb, Junior Warden  Jeremy Normand 
Brady Atkins   Steve Schooling 
Jason Blanks   Cady Thomas 
Mark Cleveland   Candi Trautmann 
Dennis Emerick   Laura West 
Dean Hautanen   Mack Wood, Clerk 
 
Non-Vestry: 
Thomas Parham, Treasurer (acting) 

CATHEDRAL STAFF 

The Deacon is a monthly publication of St. Vincent’s Cathedral in the 
Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth. ©2021 All rights reserved.   
Comments, suggestions, and offers to volunteer on future issues are 
encouraged. 

Editor: Warren T. Jackson, Ph.D., OblSB: wjackson@svacc.org 

Publisher: The Very Rev. Mark D. Polley, Dean 

St. Vincent’s Cathedral 
1300 Forest Ridge Drive 
Bedford, Texas 76022 
Telephone:  817-354-7911 
www.stvincentscathedral.org 

The Deacon 

The deadline for     
submitting articles or 
content for publication 
in The Deacon is the 
15th of each month. 
Send items to Warren Jackson (wjackson@svacc.org). 

 

The Little Deacon 

Weekly deadline for prayer requests and announcements 
for Sunday’s The Little Deacon is noon on Thursday. 
Send items to Donna Baker (dbaker@svacc.org). 

The Deacon is a Monthly Publication of  
St. Vincent’s Cathedral 
Volume 123, Issue 1 

January 2021 

“To make Jesus Christ known in all that we do.” 

St. Vincent's now has an Amazon Smile account. 
This is a great way to support St. Vincent's! By going 
through Amazon Smile, everything during your pur-
chase is the same (including prices and discounts), 
except for Amazon will give a percentage of your 
purchases back to the church. To use this as a meth-
od of supporting St. Vincent's, please follow the link 
below and sign in to your Amazon account. After 
you have registered with Amazon Smile and added 
St. Vincent's account, you simply need to go to 
smile.amazon.com each time you shop rather than 
just Amazon.com. Thank you!  

PRAYER OF  

ST. VINCENT OF SARAGOSSA 

Almighty God, whose deacon Vincent, upheld by thee, was not 
terrified by threats nor overcome by torments: Strengthen us, we 
beseech thee, to endure all adversity with invincible and steadfast 
faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benevolence Fund 

The Benevolence Fund has assisted families and  
individuals with car repair bills, rent, utilities, meals, 
and hospital bills. Requests come in on a weekly  
basis. Any assistance you can provide would be a 
blessing to someone else. Tax deductible donations 
can be made to St. Vincent’s. Please write            
BENEVOLENCE FUND on the memo line. 

mailto:wjackson@svacc.org
http://www.stvincentscathedral.org
mailto:wjackson@svacc.org
mailto:dbaker@svacc.org
http://smile.amazon.com/
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1LQv4b3bJWLycVE7Btn9Rrk6E8QWHPu5BYIOYdLeSzKM5V8-qNxv3U0snRXf8PHFN3ycDbo9XBSILGlFbDhQBHJFeQ5vHCRqp7yWA-tZyWPsqlj0ccyjKmA_34a8e4Ng_Vi37Lr7XGOg-zvxsrw3SHOKZg3X-N1GaLrJC83plUOkCg9-1bKSO6GEYlAUJhS0C1_K_a5ujM--mu7YmukdafA/https%3A%2F%2F

