
 

 

The Deacon 
October 2020 

St. Vincent’s Cathedral 
 

We at St. Vincent’s are a community of disciples who know Jesus Christ 
in a personal way, who seek to live by the truth of His Word, and who 

reach out to others in love.  

INSIDE: Prayers Answered! Meet Dean Polley (pp. 6-9) 

Let the Children Come to Me 
And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. But when    
Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such  
belongs the kingdom of God. Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not 
enter it. And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them. (Mark 10:13-16) 

Prayer of the People 

Almighty God, we give you thanks 
that you have called Fr. Mark Polley 
to be Dean and Rector of this         
cathedral: Grant him your grace and 
so empower him with the truth of 
sound doctrine and endue him with 
holiness of life, that he may preach 
the Gospel, care for your people and 
equip us to fulfill the Great        
Commission; through the great  
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls,  
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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ST. VINCENT’S CATHEDRAL OCTOBER SCHEDULE 
 

Dear People of St .Vincent’s Cathedral, 

Knowing that things can change at any time, we will continue the celebration of Holy Eucharist at 8:00 
a.m. and 10:00 a.m. with COVID-19 safety precautions and procedures still in place. We will continue to 
practice appropriate social distancing. Every other pew will be open and you are requested to sit by family 
on the ends of the pews. We also suggest the wearing of face masks. Unfortunately, we will not be able to 
offer a nursery at this time to protect our smallest members. 

Communion will be with the bread only, delivered into the hands 
at one or two communion stations in the standing posture. This 
will eliminate touching the altar rail and will allow us to maintain 
the appropriate spacing. Families should come up together. Clergy 
will take the correct steps to avoid contamination. The collection 
plate will be placed in the aisle on a table so that it is not passed. 
Please be aware of congregating and spacing in the Narthex and 
courtyard following the dismissal. 

I would like to suggest that we have seniors (over 60) and those 
who are at an increased risk of contracting the corona virus attend 
the 8:00 a.m. service. This will allow those at the highest level of 
risk to come into a building that is as clean as possible. Breakfast 
will not be offered yet, but we will cautiously continue to provide 
coffee and donuts for Christian Education at 9:00 a.m. 

We certainly understand the anxiety that some will feel about  
returning to a crowded space. Please contact the clergy and allow 
us to make arrangements for you to receive communion. Please 
continue to pray for all healthcare workers and those touched by 
this disease. Know that we are praying for you also. 

           Yours in Christ, 
           Fr. Tom Hightower+ 
 

Sunday’s 10:00 am Mass will be live-streamed on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/ 

DAILY MASS  

9:00 a.m. Mon-Sat Mass in St. Mary's 
Chapel livestreamed on Facebook. 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/

StVincentsCathedral/ 

OCTOBER SCHEDULE 

8:00 am 
Holy Eucharist (said) 

10:00 am 
Holy Eucharist (sung) 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/StVincentsCathedral/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/StVincentsCathedral/
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“Instructed Eucharist” Class  

What is the priest doing now? Where did that prayer come from? What 
am I supposed to be doing? The class will be an Instructed Eucharist and 
we will cover all of those questions and more. Bring your questions and 
we will try to answer them at 9:00 am Sunday morning in the Parish Hall. 

  

 

Pet Blessing 

Sunday, October 4th at 4:00 pm                          
in the Courtyard 

Bring your pets to be blessed! 

Name Badges 
To better welcome Father Mark Polley as our new Dean—Let’s get name badges! 

Add a second line for your ministry or small group as a great conversation starter:          
Usher, Sunday School Teacher, Courtyard Crew or leave it open. 

Just call the Cathedral office and leave your first and last name and a 
phone number (to confirm spelling) or email Susan.Frey@att.net. 

         Donation cost is $10. 

Just write a check to St. Vincent’s and put it in the offering plate.                                       
Orders will take about two weeks. 

Handbell Choir Rehearsals 
We still need a couple more ringers! 

Practice begins on Thursday, October 1 at 6:00 pm in the Choir Room. 

Anyone interested? Please contact Alissa Brewer at abrewer@svacc.org. 

mailto:Susan.Frey@att.net
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ST. VINCENT’S CATHEDRAL CALENDAR of EVENTS & REmINDERS 

 

DEPARTED 

Charles M. Gatlin, Sr. (father of Chuck Gatlin) 
August 28 

BISHOP’S VISIT on September 20 

Baptism 
Andrew Wilson Thomas 

Confirmation 
Emma Fitzhugh 
Theodore Gray 
Gates Oakley 
Elijah Sekandi 
Patricia Cook 

Reception 
Jessica Knutson 

Anna Lyon 

Reaffirmation 
Laurie Connely 
Tom Connely 

Janice Hall 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ went about 
doing good, and healing all manner of sickness and    
disease among the people: Continue in our hospitals his 
most gracious work especially among those affected by 
this illness; console and heal the sick, protect the healthy; 
grant to the physicians, nurses and assisting staff wisdom 
and skill, diligence and patience: prosper their work, O 
Lord, and send down your blessing upon this nation that 
we may respond with compassion to each other in faith to 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Friday October 2, 2020 at 1:30 pm at Iron Horse Golf Course 
Benefitting St. Vincent’s Cathedral Community Youth Ministries 

www.hadleygolf.org 

Wait! Before You Meet at SVC               
Avoid Schedule Conflicts                                      

Please be sure to check the website calendar 
or contact Donna Baker 

www.stvincentscathedral.org/calendar 
dbaker@svacc.org                                 

(817) 354-7911 

http://www.hadleygolf.org
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Camp Crucis has been hit hard this year due to the 
COVID-19 virus. Now more than ever we need 
your help in supporting this vital ministry. It takes a 
lot to keep the camp up, and through your support, 
we will be able to continue to be faithful stewards 
and take care of what God has given us. 

Please prayerfully consider donating today! 

www.gofundme.com/f/camp-crucis-needs-support 

OPERATION: Christmas Child 
The Daughters of the King will be sponsoring the Samaritan’s Purse   
annual Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes. We will be asking for    
donations from October 16 through November 8. A detailed list of     
desired items will be available in October. Monetary donations will also 
be accepted if you are unable to shop for the items. Please contribute to 
this wonderful ministry! For information, 
contact Phylecia Schooling (817-705-7582), 
Veronica Phillpott (817-800-7869),            
or Amber Wilkinson (817-360-2652). 
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Prayers Answered! 

“Meow, meow!” 
“Let’s watch Peppa Pig!” Such is the soundtrack of the 
Polley family home in nearby Hurst, TX. Describing 
his life with beloved wife, Amy (formally Frost of Ce-
dar Hill), sons, Joseph (5) and Matthew (2), Father 
Mark Polley invokes imagery from Psalm 128. Amy’s 
presence is like a fruitful vine within the house, the 
two boys like olive shoots around the table, and a trio 

of treasured cats, Momma, Tweedle, and eldest Bella add to the merriment. In his recent   
interview for The Deacon, Father Polley conveyed his immense enthusiasm about becoming 
the next Dean of St. Vincent’s Cathedral. He was quick to acknowledge the uncertainty of 
life during the COVID-19 pandemic and yet he reminds 
us that the call of God loving us and calling us to Himself 
remains constant in the face of pestilence. “Churches will 
come back stronger,” he offered. Promoting discipleship 
and enhancing the culture of excellence in worship are 
just parts of his vision for the parish. Paraphrasing wisdom 
from Proverbs, incoming Dean Polley stated, “Without a   
vision, a people will perish. And people follow leaders 
with a vision.” Part of the vision held by Dean Polley is 
that the people of the parish come together, unite in our 
vision, and raise up lay servant-leaders to manifest the 
Kingdom of God at the incredible campus of ministry at St. Vincent’s Cathedral in Bedford, 
TX. 

A true son of St. Vincent’s Cathedral, Fr. Polley’s call to 

serve as Dean seems to fulfill a sacred circle. Son of long

-time parishioners Elissa and Mike Polley, he still has 

early memories of the old church. Dean Polley recalls a 

lifetime of participation in the Holy Eucharist and he felt 

“drawn in by the Cross of Christ” from an early age. He 

sought out opportunities to serve as an acolyte, perceiv-

ing the depth of the sacred in the Sacrament of the Altar. 

“I had many good teachers,” commented Dean Polley, 

adding with a chuckle, “I was a very ‘energetic’ boy. I’m 

sure I was quite a challenge to teachers at times.” 
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Meet Dean Polley 
Dean Polley stated that his faith came alive in a big way through his participation in activities 
at Camp Crucis, where he also became acquainted with Amy for the first time. At Camp 
Crucis, his heart for discipleship grew by leaps and bounds. Meanwhile on his walk of faith, 
he enjoyed the support of his family and many of the men at St. Vincent’s. Then in the sum-
mer of 2003, after graduating from high school, Dean Polley received his call to the ministry 
for the first time as an adult while at Camp Crucis. He recalls seeking a moment alone at the 

Chapel of the Transfiguration to reflect on his 
blessings of high school success and the possibili-
ties and challenges that lay ahead. Dean Polley 
described having a vivid vision in his mind’s eye 
of an altar before him with the Holy Sacrament 
present. He perceived the voice of God to say, 
“This is what I want you to do with the life I’ve 
given you.” The fire was ignited! Dean Polley 
confided his calling to then-Dean Reed and, late 
that summer, he headed down to College Sta-
tion. 

Dean Polley explained that he did not let life at 

Texas A&M University distract him from his call-

ing. In fact, his gift of discipleship stepped to the 

forefront and his calling to the priesthood was 

affirmed again and again. He reveled in his op-

portunity to serve as a chalice bearer and he was 

intrigued by his study of human personality and the psychology of group dynamics. He dis-

cerned that he has a deep love and compassion for others across the lifespan, not merely as a 

“people person,” but one motivated to exhort others to become their best selves through 

Christ. By the time of his junior year, people around him were also perceiving his call and he 

made public his plans to attend seminary. Those around him affirmed 

his call and he remained in close contact with Bishop Reed, even as he 

maintained strong grades and captained the very competitive TAMU 

gymnastics club. Upon his graduation, Dean Polley returned home to 

teach and coach for a year, also serving as youth minister at St. Vin-

cent’s for grades 6-12. All the while, his heart for discipleship grew 

and grew. Dean Polley then attended seminary at Nashotah House, 

graduating with a Master of Divinity degree, poised for further train-

ing in pastoral ministry.  
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Prayers Answered! 
At the Feast of St. Matthew on September 21, 2011, Dean Polley was 

ordained into the priesthood by Bishop Iker. He served as Diocesan   

Curate in 2011-2012 at Christ the Redeemer in Fort Worth, under the 

direction of Father Chris Culpepper, in whom he found a mentor, 

coach, and dear friend. Interestingly, it is during this interval that Dean 

Polley became reacquainted with Amy, who had graduated from the 

University of Oklahoma with a degree in journalism. While participating in a Bible study 

group for young adults, they enjoyed their first official “date” in March of 2012. He proposed 

to Amy at Camp Crucis in December 2012. In June of 2013, they were married at St. Vin-

cent’s. Meanwhile, Father Culpepper was instrumental in Dean Polley’s 2013 call to serve as 

assistant rector at Christ the Redeemer. There, Dean Polley grew to be a priest-in-full, alive 

with a passion to love God, to love others and to see Christians grow, whatever the age. “My 

heart beats for discipleship,” he said. During his time at Christ the Redeemer, Dean Polley 

has done much to cultivate the youth, college, and young adult ministries. He described his 

efforts to develop Fort Worth Young Adult Anglicans (below), a discipleship group serving 

those of college-age through the late 20s. At the Diocesan level, he has served on the Camp 

Crucis Board of Managers, 

and he currently serves on 

the Commission on Ministry, 

which helps determine pre-

sent and future needs for 

ministry in the Diocese, and 

recruits, guides, and exam-

ines persons for Holy Orders. 
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Meet Dean Polley 
Dean Polley also described his pilgrimage to Jerusalem in 
early 2020 as awesomely inspiring, especially the boat ride 
on the Sea of Galilee where our Lord walked on the water. 
He hopes to accompany groups to visit the Holy Land every 
couple of years going forward. 

So, when Dean Polley is not performing the myriad 

duties of a parish priest, and as he and Amy juggle 

boys and cats, they look forward to their annual 

family beach week in Galveston (pictured left). 

Amy also enjoys Las Vegas and she is drawn to                

international travel. Together, they love spending 

time with friends. Dean Polley is also partial to 

watching sports, especially college football (Gig 

‘em!), NBA action, and all of the north Texas      

professional teams. He and Amy are very excited 

about answering God’s call to pastoral ministry at 

St. Vincent’s Cathedral. They are looking forward to 

their first official Sunday, October 18. Dean Polley 

stated that he seeks to champion the culture of ex-

cellence in worship at St. Vincent’s, inviting the 

people to a Christian community of joy, love, and 

peace.  

 

“I want people to come through our doors, 

experience God’s love and peace, 

and be inspired by our worship 

to live Christian life 

on an everyday basis.”  

Dean Polley+ 

Dean Polley and Family, 

we welcome you! 
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The End of the Age 
Father Foster’s new class began on Wednesday, September 30th at 7:30 pm in 
the Large Conference Room. For eight more weeks, he will explore the end 
of the present damaged order of existence and the nature of ultimate        
salvation in the Christian Faith. Be sure to attend...before it’s too late! 

 

 

All participants are urged to take proper safety precautions, i.e., face masks, 
social distancing, etc. 

Welcome Stuart Estes! 

Coordinator, Youth & Children’s Ministry 

Says Stuart: “I graduated from the University of North Texas in 2017 with a bachelor's degree in           
kinesiology. I served as a youth leader for six years at my previous home parish. I also served as a camp 
counselor at Camp Crucis for several years and served on staff for two years. I am excited to join St. Vin-
cent's, and am looking forward to working with the youth group and getting to know the parish.” 
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Keeping Your Commitment 

‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been 
faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter 

into the joy of your master.’  Matthew 25:21 

Please remain faithful to the financial 
pledge you’ve made to God and this 

Parish family.  

We’re all in this together, 
and we need your help! 

We don’t ask equal giving, 
but equal sacrifice! 

What better way to remember a loved one or a 
special event than to be an Altar flower donor!  

Multiple donors are needed each Sunday to 
meet the expense of the flowers. The calendar 
is located in the office or you may call the   
office to be listed on the calendar. Donations 
are $50 per week, and it takes two           
donations to cover the weekly cost.   

If you were unable to sign up to sponsor 
weekly Altar flowers at the annual parish  
meeting, it is not too late. Please contact the 
Cathedral office to have your name put on the 
altar flowers schedule. 

St. Vincent's Cathedral 
Income Statement 2020 

    Month of August August YTD 
Full 
Year 

A/C Account     
Over 

(Under)     
Over 

(Under)   
# Description Actual Budget Budget Actual Budget Budget Budget 

Total Operating Revenue 67,537 67,211 326 611,195 595,813 15,382 873,000 

Total Operating Expense 61,026 67,171 (6,145) 529,560 580,482 (50,922) 873,000 

Total Operating Income (Loss) 6,511 40 6,471 81,635 15,331 66,304 0 

August operating revenues were slightly over-budget because the July Diocesan curate subsidy ($4K) received 
in August offset under-budget contributions ($3K). Operating expense for August was under-budget by $6K 
due to under-budget payroll costs ($6K). 

YTD operating revenues were over-budget by $15K primarily due to over-budget contributions ($19K). 
YTD operating expenses were under-budget by $51K primarily due to under-budget Dean search/moving 
expenses ($34K) and under-budget payroll costs ($9K). 

Pastoral Communication 

Fr. Hightower, Fr. Fitzhugh, and Dean Polley (beginning Oct. 13) 
may be reached through the Cathedral office: (817) 354-7911 

or email: tom-hightower@att.net / efitzhugh@svacc.org 

If you are going into the hospital, please don’t assume one of the 
clergy is going to hear about it through the grapevine. If you tell 
one of the clergy something important on Sunday morning after 
Mass as you exit the church, please don’t assume they are going to 
remember unless they write it down. If you are upset about some-
thing or pleased about something, please don’t assume the clergy 
know how you are feeling. If you need Communion brought to 
your home, don’t assume the clergy know.  

mailto:tom-hightower@att.net


 

 

 
Clergy 

 

The Right. Rev. Ryan S. Reed, SSC, D.D. 
Bishop IV of Fort Worth 

The Right Rev. Keith Ackerman, SSC Assisting Bishop 
The Rev. Thomas E. Hightower, SSC Interim Dean 

The Rev. Mark D. Polley, SSC Incoming Dean 
The Rev. Richard A. Cantrell, SSC Assistant 

The Rev. John S. Kalimi, Assistant 
The Rev. Edward Fitzhugh, Curate 

 
 
 

Administration 

 
Alissa Brewer Director of Music & Organist 
Jennifer Pinney Cathedral Business Administrator 
Donna Baker Administrative Assistant / Receptionist 
Stuart Estes Coordinator, Youth & Children’s Ministry 
Barbara Wojnicki Sexton 
 

 

Vestry 
 

 

David Johnson, Senior Warden 
Pat Webb, Junior Warden  Jeremy Normand 
Brady Atkins   Steve Schooling 
Jason Blanks   Cady Thomas 
Mark Cleveland   Candi Trautmann 
Dennis Emerick   Laura West 
Dean Hautanen   Mack Wood, Clerk 
Non-Vestry: 
Thomas Parham, Treasurer (acting) 

CATHEDRAL STAFF 

The Deacon is a monthly publication of St. Vincent’s Cathedral in the 
Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth. ©2020 All rights reserved.   
Comments, suggestions, and offers to volunteer on future issues are 
encouraged. 

Editor: Warren T. Jackson, Ph.D., OblSB: wjackson@svacc.org 

Publisher: The Rev. Thomas Hightower, SSC, Interim Dean 

St. Vincent’s Cathedral 
1300 Forest Ridge Drive 
Bedford, Texas 76022 
Telephone:  817-354-7911 
www.stvincentscathedral.org 

The Deacon 

The deadline for     
submitting articles or 
content for publication 
in The Deacon is the 
15th of each month. 
Send items to Warren Jackson (wjackson@svacc.org). 

 

The Little Deacon 

Weekly deadline for prayer requests and announcements 
for Sunday’s The Little Deacon is noon on Thursday. 
Send items to Donna Baker (dbaker@svacc.org). 

The Deacon is a Monthly Publication of  
St. Vincent’s Cathedral 
Volume 122, Issue 10 

October 2020 

“To make Jesus Christ known in all that we do.” 

St. Vincent's now has an Amazon Smile account. 
This is a great way to support St. Vincent's! By going 
through Amazon Smile, everything during your pur-
chase is the same (including prices and discounts), 
except for Amazon will give a percentage of your 
purchases back to the church. To use this as a meth-
od of supporting St. Vincent's, please follow the link 
below and sign in to your Amazon account. After 
you have registered with Amazon Smile and added 
St. Vincent's account, you simply need to go to 
smile.amazon.com each time you shop rather than 
just Amazon.com. Thank you!  

PRAYER OF  

ST. VINCENT OF SARAGOSSA 

Almighty God, whose deacon Vincent, upheld by thee, was not 
terrified by threats nor overcome by torments: Strengthen us, we 
beseech thee, to endure all adversity with invincible and steadfast 
faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benevolence Fund 

The Benevolence Fund has assisted families and  
individuals with car repair bills, rent, utilities, meals, 
and hospital bills. Requests come in on a weekly  
basis. Any assistance you can provide would be a 
blessing to someone else. Tax deductible donations 
can be made to St. Vincent’s. Please write            
BENEVOLENCE FUND on the memo line. 

mailto:wjackson@svacc.org
http://www.stvincentscathedral.org
mailto:wjackson@svacc.org
mailto:dbaker@svacc.org
http://smile.amazon.com/
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1LQv4b3bJWLycVE7Btn9Rrk6E8QWHPu5BYIOYdLeSzKM5V8-qNxv3U0snRXf8PHFN3ycDbo9XBSILGlFbDhQBHJFeQ5vHCRqp7yWA-tZyWPsqlj0ccyjKmA_34a8e4Ng_Vi37Lr7XGOg-zvxsrw3SHOKZg3X-N1GaLrJC83plUOkCg9-1bKSO6GEYlAUJhS0C1_K_a5ujM--mu7YmukdafA/https%3A%2F%2F

