
 

 

The Deacon 
July 2020 

St. Vincent’s Cathedral 
 

We at St. Vincent’s are a community of disciples who know Jesus Christ 
in a personal way, who seek to live by the truth of His Word, and who 

reach out to others in love.  

GOD BLESS AMERICA! 

INSIDE: Fireworks and…Our New Curate! (p. 6-7) 

One Body with Many Members 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of 
one Spirit. For the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do 
not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an 
eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where 
would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? Buts as it is, God arranged 
the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is, there 
are many parts, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I 
have no need of you.” On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable , and on those parts of 
the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater 
modesty, which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the 
part that lacked it, that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 
If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. (1 Corinthians 12:12-26) 

Independence Day 

Lord God, by your providence our founders won their       
liberties of old: Grant that we and all the people of this land 
may have grace to exercise these liberties in righteousness 
and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

The Book of Common Prayer (2019), p. 636 
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ST. VINCENT’S CATHEDRAL JULY SCHEDULE 
 

Dear People of St .Vincent’s Cathedral, 

 

On Sunday July 5, with COVID-19 safety precautions and procedures still in place, we begin the “Summer 
Schedule” of Holy Eucharist at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. We will continue to practice appropriate social   
distancing. Every other pew will be open and you are requested to sit by family on the ends of the pews. 
We also suggest the wearing of face masks. Unfortunately, we will not be able to offer a nursery at this 
time to protect our smallest members. 

Communion will be with the bread only, delivered into the hands at one communion station in the    
standing posture. This will eliminate touching the altar rail and will allow us to maintain the appropriate 
spacing. Families should come up together. The clergy will take the correct steps to avoid contamination. 
The collection plate will be placed in the aisle on a table so that it is not passed. Please be aware of       
congregating and spacing in the Narthex and courtyard following the dismissal. 

I would like to suggest that we have seniors (over 60) and those who are at an increased risk of contracting 
the corona virus attend the 8:00 a.m. service. This will allow those at the highest level of risk to come into 
a building that is as clean as possible. Starting in July, Breakfast will be served only on the second Sunday 
of the month and donuts will be served all other Sundays. All classes and social events are also suspended. 
We certainly understand the anxiety that some will feel about returning to a crowded space. Please con-
tact the clergy and allow us to make arrangements for you to receive communion. 

Please continue to pray for all healthcare workers and those touched by this disease. Know that we are 
praying for you also. 

       
 Yours in Christ, 
 Fr. Tom Hightower 

DAILY MASS  

9:00 a.m. weekday Mass in St. Mary's 
Chapel livestreamed on Facebook. 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/

StVincentsCathedral/ 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 

Beginning July 5th,                                        
we will return to the Sunday summer 

schedule of the Holy Eucharist at            
8:00 am & 10:00 am. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/StVincentsCathedral/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/StVincentsCathedral/
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ST. VINCENT’S CATHEDRAL CALENDAR of EVENTS & REmINDERS 

 

 

BIRTHS 

Penelope Fair, June 4 
to Alexandra & Tanner Fair. 

Proud great-grandparents are Barbara & Dean Hautanen. 

Eulogising Stephen Thompson 
~ by Fr. John Kalimi 

I am privileged to eulogize a gentleman who I call my friend, a 
member of St. Vincent’s Cathedral and the greater body of 
Christ’s church, now ushered into greater glory where the 
saints reign eternally awaiting the consummation. 

Stephen Thompson, a husband, father, service-man, retired 
salesman, a Christian and faithful worker in the Lord’s vine-
yard. 

I came to know Stephen when I joined St. Vincent’s Cathedral 
in 2009. It did not take me long to know him because he was a 
regular server at the Sunday morning parish breakfast. He 
woke up early most Sunday mornings to come and prepare the hall for the impending breakfast, welcome 
church members to the fancy meal, and stand by to pick up after most of his guests. I must confess that 
despite being such a regular server, I never saw him even once eating that same breakfast – he minded 
serving but cared less about eating the same. 

Stephen was a hands-on Christian to whom ‘making Jesus Christ known in all that we do’ was written all 
over his face (always smiling), his lips (always making people laugh), his lifestyle (always out to render 
help), his spirit (always out to worship the Lord). 

 When the need arose that an elderly parishioner needed transportation to their doctor’s appointment, 
a ride to the grocery store, or to the church, Stephen was there to help. As Nancy Clingman eulogized 
of Stephen, ‘He had become almost like my son, and I called on him whenever I needed that kind of 
help and he never once refused to take my call or declined to come over. He was my other son and I 
don’t know what I am going to do now. I miss him a lot and am so sorry that I cannot attend his funer-
al because of Covid-19 restrictions.’ 

 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ went 
about doing good, and healing all manner of sickness 
and disease among the people: Continue in our hospi-
tals his most gracious work especially among those af-
fected by this illness; console and heal the sick, protect 
the healthy; grant to the physicians, nurses and assist-
ing staff wisdom and skill, diligence and patience: pros-
per their work, O Lord, and send down your blessing 
upon this nation that we may respond with compassion 
to each other in faith to you; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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 When the Kairos Ministry team needed volunteers for the prison ministry, Stephen answered the call. 
His time in that ministry gave an impact to the inmates that to this day, he still receives letters from 
the prison – seeking his spiritual counsel. 

 When the weekday services needed a team of committed 
volunteers for regular attendance, Stephen and Annette of-
fered to be among such. Whenever I was scheduled to be 
the celebrant at the early Tuesday Morning Mass (6:30 
a.m.), not only was I assured of the Thompson’s attend-
ance, but also finding the Altar already set up – not to men-
tion Stephen’s participation – diligently reading the prayers 
of the people. 

 When the NEED ministry required volunteers to deliver 
the monthly food collection to the food bank, Stephen an-
swered the call and faithfully worked the ministry to the end of his earthly life. The following Monday, 
after the usual Sunday collection, Stephen would show up at the church, pack the food in the church 
van, and drive it to the food pantry so that the less privileged would be availed means to feed their 
families. 

 When the church needed volunteers to represent her in 
serving food at Union Gospel Mission (UGM) in Fort 
Worth, Stephen answered the call. It was Stephen who 
sweet-talked me into joining the UGM Ministry and to-
gether with a couple of other church members – every 
second and fourth Monday of the month, we car-pooled to 
the UGM facilities to serve meals, wipe tables, and interact 
with the residents – an assignment or responsibility Ste-
phen did without reservation or appear scared to interact 
with the rugged of society. 

 When the Lord called out for proclaimers of the good news – beyond Texas, Stephen answered the call 
and was on the very first mission team that travelled across the globe to partner with the Anglican Di-
ocese of Singapore to initiate a church-plant in Cambodia and to teach Vacation Bible School to the 
children at La Gran Familia in Mexico. I was privileged to travel with Stephen on the last two mission 
trips to Cambodia and witnessed first-hand as he interacted with people of all age-groups, helped in 
setting up the places for an outreach engagement, helped in distributing food and engaging in one-on-
one discussions through a translator. The travel and sleeping conditions were very unfriendly but that 
did not stop Stephen from looking forward to yet another opportunity to go to Cambodia. Today, de-
spite the obvious need for more volunteers, the church in Cambodia is thriving – with numerous con-
gregations, native clergymen, and a cadre of fully energized and enthused youths and children. 

 When the junior warden needed help to change the light fixtures into an energy efficient LED mod-
ule, Stephen answered the call and joined the team of volunteers who transformed the church premis-
es thereby helping to reduce the monthly electric bill.  
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CELEBRATING STEPHEN THOMPSON 
~ by Venerable Wong Tak Meng 
Archdeacon in the Anglican Diocese of Singapore and (up till 2019), Dean of the Missionary Deanery of 
Cambodia. 

It was a Southeast Asia mission symposium in St Vincent’s that 
first brought me to the lovely home of Stephen and Annette 
Thompson, and their bulldog Coco. Thus began a friendship 
where Stephen and I would share a love for coffee, for photog-
raphy and for the people of Cambodia who need Jesus. 

I love Stephen for his generous spirit, his immense capacity to 
listen and empathize, his unique sense of humor, his profound 
reverence for God when he rings the bells at the midweek 
mass, his humble servant’s heart as he cooks Sunday breakfasts 
to raise funds for missions, and his faithful reminder, to me, year after year, not to forget my wedding an-
niversary which falls on the same day as his and Annette’s. 

I will never forget his words of wisdom on my Facebook page, just hours before he suddenly left us: 
“Happy wife happy life”. Got it, buddy, loud and clear. 

I miss Stephen so much. And I’m sure all of you do too. 

On behalf of all of us in Singapore and Cambodia whose lives you have touched, thank you Stephen. Rest 
well in the arms of the Lord. We’ll see you again, real soon. 

There are many ministries and many workers in the Lord’s 
vineyard, but there are quite a few unique hard to replace indi-
viduals whose impactful endeavors leave an indelible mark and 
an irreplaceable void. Stephen was such a generous worker and 
will be greatly missed. 

He might be good enough to join the heavenly choir or the 
usher team but surely indeed, I am almost certain that Stephen 
was warmly welcomed among those who serve with the Lord 
at His Table distributing the Bread of Life and those who eat of 
it hunger no more. 

Indeed, the words of our Lord ring true about Stephen’s untimely demise “Well done good and faithful 

servant … enter into thy Father’s bounty.”  
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Say Hello to Our Incoming Curate! 

My name is Edward Alexander Fitzhugh (“Eddie”) and I am a deacon in the Diocese 

of Fort Worth. I was born and raised in Arlington, TX and my sending parish is St. Peter and 

St. Paul, the church I have attended since I was three years old. From the earliest time I     

remember, I have loved the Lord and have always had a passion for the faith. I believe I first 

received the calling to the priesthood in high school but ignored it for many years because, 

like most people, I had plans of my own. It was not until the first year of my marriage at the 

age of twenty-two when the call to serve God at His altar and to shepherd His people       

became stronger than ever, that I finally surrendered to it. This was not a calling I took   

lightly, but once I accepted it, a 

weight lifted off my shoulders. The 

bliss that came with this surrender 

brought me much happiness and I 

could not wait to go to seminary. At 

the time, we were in no position for 

me to go back to school to finish my 

education. I never knew when that 

time would come, so I just waited 

patiently and enjoyed being a full-

time husband, father, and worker. 

Finally, when I was in my early thirties, God made it possible for me to go back to school  

full-time. I was a little intimidated since I was an older man with a family, but my wife had 

done it just a few years prior, so I knew it was possible. After three years of hard work and 

study, I graduated from Texas Wesleyan University with a Bachelor of Science in Religion. 

Shortly after, the diocese informed us it was time to finish the process, so together with    

my wife, Tiffany, and our daughter, Emma, who was eleven at the time, we ventured 

up to Nashotah House Theological Seminary for three more years. While up at Nashotah 

House, my wife gave birth to our son, Jacob, in October of 2018. We have had many chal-

lenges during this spiritual journey, but the Lord has blessed and protected us each step of 

the way. I was ordained deacon in February of 2020 and graduated in May with a Master of 

Divinity. I am ecstatic to be joining all of you at St. Vincent’s Cathedral. It is a real honor to 

have received this placement and I pray I will serve the St. Vincent’s community well. My 

family and I look forward to meeting everyone. God’s peace!  
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Some Fireworks for Your Viewing Pleasure! 

Oh My God, my Father Abba, 
It is not well with my soul. 
Sorrows like sea billows roll. 
I am lonely. To whom shall I turn? 
Whatever happened to “You’ll never walk alone?” 
Oh My God, I ache, 
My eyes are filled with tears. 
How my lips long to sing your praises in the temple of my 
 heart. 
How my ears long to hear; the power, the wonder, the 
 utter veracity of your word. 
To lay hold of wisdom, to count her as my sister, my clos-
 est friend 
To be corrected, reproved, admonished, taught. 
To whom shall I turn? I have pushed my friends, or they 
 are all far away. 
Or to which of them can I tell the whole story? 
For those who think me in rightstanding would lose their 
 love when first they found: that which had beset 
 has even now overtaken. 
Those are not aware of my adoption, of my purchase for an 
 infinite price; 
Are only curious and grow impatient because I fight a battle 
 they cannot see. 

Oh My God, I grow tired of my rebellious state. 
Yet I hold onto those things which formerly brought me 
 shame. 
I know I must let go. 
I approach your throne with confidence only in my Sav-
 ior’s blood. 
Oh My God, my Father, Abba;  
Help. I long to be near to the heart of God. 
Your will is my only meat. 
Have mercy upon me, Oh God, for the sake of your 
 Son; 
For I am a fool. 
If you looked out through your lattice, surely you would 
 see me. 
I wish, I desire with all the breath that is within me; 
To abide in you and You in me, 
That I should bear fruit and be heir to your peace 
Which I know passes all understanding. 
Oh My God, my Father, Abba; 
Surely You have worked within me to will and to do 
 Your good pleasure. 
May the Glory be Yours Forever and Ever. 
I am finished. You have never stopped, from before the 
foundation of the world, loving me. 
Oh My God, my Father, Abba. 
 
by Eric Daniell, Hospital Chaplain, Retired 

A Psalm of Meditation 



The Deacon  July 2020

 

28 May 2020 

 

Dear St. Vincent’s Family, 

Thank you so much for your thoughts and 
prayers during the last month for Phyllis 
and her family.  She was a fighter and waited 
until she had seen and said good-bye to all 
of us before she went to be with our Lord.  
During a time like this we realize how much 
our friends and relatives really mean to us.  
Your expression of sympathy 
will always be remembered. 
 

    Your friends in Christ, 

    The Hautanen Family 

 

St. Vincent’s Cathedral says, 

Thank you!!! 

Laurie Connely 
For five years of 

dedicated Service as 

Coordinator of 

Youth & Children’s Ministry 

You are loved by your Church Family! 

Enjoy your retirement! 

“Well done, good and faithful servant.” 

(Matthew 25:21) 
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Update on Cancellations 
As per Bishop Reed, due to the COVID-19 pandemic currently, our annual Bishop Iker Golf Tournament 
was postponed one year to June 4, 2021. “For nearly two decades, the tournament has been a highlight, 
bringing us together to enjoy Christian fellowship and healthy recreation,” wrote Bishop Reed in his     
recent letter. “Gathering in this way has truly built us up as a diocese, and of course it has raised over 
$500,000, allowing Camp Crucis to make key capital improvements and invite youngsters who could not 
ordinarily take a summer break to enjoy a week in a Christian camp atmosphere.” Now with a shortened 
Summer Camp season tentative for July, the funds normally generated by the tournament are needed this 
year more than ever. Please send your tax-deductible donations to the diocesan office via check with 
“Golf ” on the memo line or visit www.thebishopikerchallenge.com to donate on-line. 

The summer trip to La Gran Familia has been cancelled. Due to COVID-19, the border is closed to     
non-essential travelers. The mission team would not be able to cross at this time. Mexico is 2-3 weeks  
behind the U.S. as far as the virus is concerned. Everyone’s safety and well-being is our concern. The 
team is also running into problems crossing the border in a 15-passenger van. It has been more difficult 
for the last two years to obtain a waiver to cross the 
border. This year, the Consulates say that if the   
waiver is not signed, the patrol on the Mexican side 
could confiscate the van and its contents. We would 
be liable for that. Our insurance will not cover the 
van in that case. Please pray for the children and 
youth at La Gran Familia. Pray for the adults that 
care for them. We pray that the Lord show us the 
other things He has planned for us. 

"I don't have to do it all. I only have to do my share." 

I was recently reminded that priests are not solely responsible for the work in the church. I also have a  
responsibility to 'be Jesus' to my fellow parishioners. The needs at St. Vincent's are many, and the workers 
are often few and far between. We have elderly shut-ins, new moms, people with chronic illness, and those 
recovering from surgery. They are not someone else's responsibility... 

They are MY responsibility. They are OUR responsibility. 

Please join me in contemplation, prayer, and 
planning to live out what St. James calls 
'true religion.'  

If you would like to participate, please email 
me at angela.kelley97@gmail.com.  

Due to the current situation with COVID-
19, we will set something up online or email 
for those that volunteer. 

Thank you, Angela Kelley 

mailto:angela.kelley97@gmail.com
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Keeping Your Commitment 

‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been 
faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter 

into the joy of your master.’  Matthew 25:21 

Please remain faithful to the financial 
pledge you’ve made to God and this 

Parish family.  

We’re all in this together, 
and we need your help! 

We don’t ask equal giving, 
but equal sacrifice! 

What better way to remember a loved one or a 
special event than to be an Altar flower donor!  

Multiple donors are needed each Sunday to 
meet the expense of the flowers. The calendar 
is located in the office or you may call the   
office to be listed on the calendar. Donations 
are $50 per week, and it takes two           
donations to cover the weekly cost.   

If you were unable to sign up to sponsor 
weekly Altar flowers at the annual parish  
meeting, it is not too late. Please contact the 
Cathedral office to have your name put on the 
altar flowers schedule. 

St. Vincent's Cathedral 
Income Statement 2020 

    Month of May May YTD 
Full 
Year 

A/C Account     
Over 

(Under)     
Over 

(Under)   
# Description Actual Budget Budget Actual Budget Budget Budget 

Total Operating Revenue 83,586 71,571 12,015 432,621 406,330 26,291 873,000 

Total Operating Expense 56,036 63,268 (7,232) 322,882 345,565 (22,683) 873,000 

Total Operating Income (Loss) 27,550 8,303 19,247 109,739 60,765 48,974 0 

May operating revenues were over-budget by $12K primarily due to over-budget contributions of $11K.   
Operating expense for May was under-budget by $7K due primarily to under-budget Dean/Rector search 
expenses and under-budget building and grounds. YTD operating revenues are over-budget by $26K primari-
ly due to over-budget contributions ($23K). YTD operating expenses are under-budget by $23K primarily 
due to under-budget Dean/Rector search expenses ($14K). 

YTD operating income of $110K is driven primarily by pledges paid in previous years but designated for 
2020 (i.e. “prepaid pledges”), over-budget contributions, and under-budget spending. Prepaid pledges of 
$68K were recorded and budgeted as revenue in January 2020 which results in the early months of the year 
running surpluses and the later months of the year running deficits assuming all other revenues and expenses 
are on budget. The Vestry approved a balanced budget in January. 

Pastoral Communication 

Frs. Hightower and Francis may be reached through the Cathedral 
office: (817) 354-7911 or                                                            
email: tom-hightower@att.net / jfrancis@svacc.org 

If you are going into the hospital, please don’t assume one of the 
clergy is going to hear about it through the grapevine. If you tell 
one of the clergy something important on Sunday morning after 
Mass as you exit the church, please don’t assume they are going to 
remember unless they write it down. If you are upset about some-
thing or pleased about something, please don’t assume the clergy 
know how you are feeling. If you need Communion brought to 
your home, don’t assume the clergy know.  



 

 

 
Clergy 

 

The Right. Rev. Ryan S. Reed, SSC, D.D. 
Bishop IV of Fort Worth 

The Right Rev. Keith Ackerman, SSC Assisting Bishop 
The Rev. Thomas E. Hightower, SSC Interim Dean 

The Rev. Richard A. Cantrell, SSC Assistant 
The Rev. Joseph D. Francis, SSC Curate 

The Rev. John S. Kalimi, Assistant 
The Rev. Deacon Edward Fitzhugh 

 
 
 

Administration 

 
Alissa Brewer Director of Music & Organist 
Jennifer Pinney Cathedral Business Administrator 
Donna Baker Administrative Assistant / Receptionist 
Stuart Estes Coordinator, Youth & Children’s Ministry 
Barbara Wojnicki Sexton 

 
 

Vestry 
 

 

David Johnson, Senior Warden 
Pat Webb, Junior Warden  Jeremy Normand 
Brady Atkins   Steve Schooling 
Jason Blanks   Cady Thomas 
Mark Cleveland   Candi Trautmann 
Dennis Emerick   Laura West 
Dean Hautanen   Mack Wood, Clerk 
Non-Vestry: 
Thomas Parham, Treasurer (acting) 

CATHEDRAL STAFF 

The Deacon is a monthly publication of St. Vincent’s Cathedral in the 
Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth. ©2020 All rights reserved. Com-
ments, suggestions, and offers to volunteer on future issues are 
encouraged. 

Editor: Warren T. Jackson, Ph.D., OblSB: wjackson@svacc.org 

Publisher: The Rev. Thomas Hightower, SSC, Interim Dean 

St. Vincent’s Cathedral 
1300 Forest Ridge Drive 
Bedford, Texas 76022 
Telephone:  817-354-7911 
www.stvincentscathedral.org 

The Deacon 

The deadline for     
submitting articles or 
content for publication 
in The Deacon is the 
15th of each month. 
Send items to Warren Jackson (wjackson@svacc.org). 

 

The Little Deacon 

Weekly deadline for prayer requests and announcements 
for Sunday’s The Little Deacon is noon on Thursday. 
Send items to Donna Baker (dbaker@svacc.org). 

The Deacon is a Monthly Publication of  
St. Vincent’s Cathedral 
Volume 122, Issue 7 

July 2020 

“To make Jesus Christ known in all that we do.” 

St. Vincent's now has an Amazon Smile account. 
This is a great way to support St. Vincent's! By going 
through Amazon Smile, everything during your pur-
chase is the same (including prices and discounts), 
except for Amazon will give a percentage of your 
purchases back to the church. To use this as a meth-
od of supporting St. Vincent's, please follow the link 
below and sign in to your Amazon account. After 
you have registered with Amazon Smile and added 
St. Vincent's account, you simply need to go to 
smile.amazon.com each time you shop rather than 
just Amazon.com. Thank you!  

PRAYER OF  

ST. VINCENT OF SARAGOSSA 

Almighty God, whose deacon Vincent, upheld by thee, was not 
terrified by threats nor overcome by torments: Strengthen us, we 
beseech thee, to endure all adversity with invincible and steadfast 
faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benevolence Fund 

The Benevolence Fund has assisted families and  
individuals with car repair bills, rent, utilities, meals, 
and hospital bills. Requests come in on a weekly  
basis. Any assistance you can provide would be a 
blessing to someone else. Tax deductible donations 
can be made to St. Vincent’s. Please write            
BENEVOLENCE FUND on the memo line. 

http://smile.amazon.com/
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1LQv4b3bJWLycVE7Btn9Rrk6E8QWHPu5BYIOYdLeSzKM5V8-qNxv3U0snRXf8PHFN3ycDbo9XBSILGlFbDhQBHJFeQ5vHCRqp7yWA-tZyWPsqlj0ccyjKmA_34a8e4Ng_Vi37Lr7XGOg-zvxsrw3SHOKZg3X-N1GaLrJC83plUOkCg9-1bKSO6GEYlAUJhS0C1_K_a5ujM--mu7YmukdafA/https%3A%2F%2F

