
 

 

The Deacon 
April 2020 

St. Vincent’s Cathedral 
 

We at St. Vincent’s are a community of disciples who know Jesus Christ 
in a personal way, who seek to live by the truth of His Word, and who 

reach out to others in love.  

EASTER NOT CANCELLED 

INSIDE: Reflections for Holy Week (pp. 6-7 & 9) 

Almighty God, whose blessed 
Son Jesus Christ went about do-
ing good, and healing all manner 
of sickness and disease among 
the people: Continue in our hos-
pitals his most gracious work es-
pecially among those affected by 
this    illness; console and heal 
the sick, protect the healthy; 
grant to the physicians, nurses 
and assisting staff wisdom and 
skill, diligence and patience: 
prosper their work, O Lord, and 
send down your blessing upon 
this nation that we may respond 
with compassion to each other 
in faith to you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.             
Fr. Hightower+  
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Connect On-line with the Cathedral 

God willing, we will be together again in the Cathedral for Holy Week services. Yet, 
we will begin the month of April with social distancing still in effect. As we cannot be 
together in one place for worship and study, the internet provides us with an incredi-
ble opportunity to continue the work of the Church as a community. Please take ad-
vantage of the following offerings this month: 

Worship 

Sunday Mass will be live-streamed every week at 9:00 am on the St. Vincent's Cathe-
dral YouTube Channel. 

Weekday Masses will be live-streamed every Wednesday and Saturday morning at 
9:00 am on the St. Vincent's Cathedral Facebook Page. 

Morning Prayer will be live-streamed on the Facebook Page as often as the clergy are 
able to do so. 

Discipleship 

Lunch-time Book Club: Fr. Francis will be hosting a short book study every Tuesday 
from 12-12:40 pm, using the ZOOM online video platform (free to sign up). The 
text being studied is Thomas Merton's "Life and Holiness." You may purchase a copy, 
if you would like, or simply listen as it is read each week. 

Lectionary Bible Study: Fr. Hightower will post short videos each week on the up-
coming Sunday's lessons. These will be available on the St. Vincent's Cathedral Face-
book Page. 

Other studies and devotions will be posted on Facebook in the coming weeks 
(including the Wednesday Lenten Meditations), so stay tuned! 
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ST. VINCENT’S CATHEDRAL CALENDAR of EVENTS & REmINDERS 

 

 

Letter from the Senior Warden 
Dear Parish Family, 

I am sure none of us are surprised that the COVID-19 virus has had implications on our 
ability to celebrate the Holy Mysteries and reception of the Blessed Sacraments. While we 
certainly understand why, it is still very difficult to imagine not seeing each other at St. 
Vincent’s weekly and being able to share the peace and participate in the liturgy. I would 
encourage each of you to read the recently distributed directive from  Bishop Reed and 
spend a few moments sharing with your families, especially to the youngest members who 
may not fully understand. 

I hope each of you spend some time in additional 
prayer for the healing of our nation, and for those 
who are affected by this situation, and for the fu-
ture of the Church universal and St. Vincent’s. 

David P. Johnson, 
Sr. Warden 
St. Vincent’s Anglican Cathedral 
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Reflections for Holy Week 

Fr. Joseph Francis, SSC 

The Gospels tell us that Christ spoke seven final words as he hung dying on the Cross: 

“Father, forgive them for they know not what they do!” “This day thou shalt be 
with me in paradise.” “Woman, behold thy son.” “My God! My God! Why hast 
thou forsaken me?” “I thirst.” “It is consummated.” “Father, into thy hands I com-
mend my spirit.” 

Each has an indescribable depth, and it has been the custom of pious Christians to ponder 
these last seven words during Lent and Holy Week. In his little devotional book, The Seven 
Last Words: The Message from the Cross, Archbishop Fulton Sheen (1895-1979) gives the 
following reflections on the third “word”, and the sixth “word”. I commend them to you for 
your own devotion as we enter Holy Week and relive the saving mysteries of our Redemp-
tion. 

 

The Third Word 

WOMAN, BEHOLD THY SON 

An angel of light went out from the great white Throne of Light and descended over the 
plains of Esdraelon, past the daughters of the great kingdoms and empires, and came to 
where a humble virgin of Nazareth knelt in prayer, and said, “Hail, full of grace!” These were 
not words; they were the Word. “And the Word became flesh.” This was the first Annuncia-
tion. 

Nine months passed and once more an angel from that great white Throne of Light came 
down to shepherds on Judean hills, teaching them the joy of a “Gloria in excelsis,” and bid-
ding them worship Him Whom the world could not contain, a “Babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and laid in a manger.” Eternity became time, Divinity incarnate, God a man;        
Omnipotence was discovered in bonds. In the language of Saint Luke, Mary “brought forth 
her first-born Son…and laid Him in a manger.” This was the first Nativity. 

Then came Nazareth and the carpenter shop where one can imagine the Divine Boy, strait-
ened until baptized with a baptism of blood, fashioning a little cross in anticipation of a great 
Cross that would one day be His on Calvary. One can also imagine Him in the evening of a 
day of labor at the bench, stretching out His arms in exhausted relaxation, whilst the setting 
sun traced on the opposite wall the shadow of a man on a cross. One can, too, imagine His 
Mother seeing in each nail the prophecy and the tell-tale of a day when men would carpen-
ter to a Cross the One who carpentered the universe. 

(continued next page) 
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Reflections for Holy Week (continued) 

 

Nazareth passed into Calvary, and the nails 
of the shop into the nails of human malig-
nity. From the Cross He completed His 
last will and testament. He had already 
committed His blood to the Church, His 
garments to His enemies, a thief to      
Paradise, and would soon  commend His 
body to the grave and His soul to His 
heavenly Father. To whom, then, could He 
give the two treasures which He loved 
above all others, Mary and John? He 
would bequeath them to one another,   
giving at once a son to His Mother and a 
Mother to his friend. “Woman!” It was the 

second Annunciation! The midnight hour, the silent room, the ecstatic prayer had given way 
to the mount of Calvary, the darkened sky, and a Son hanging on a Cross. Yet, what consola-
tion! It was only an angel who made the first Annunciation, but it is God’s own sweet voice 
which makes the second. 

“Behold thy son!” It was the second Nativity! Mary had brought forth her First-born without 
labor, in the cave of Bethlehem; she now brings forth her second-born, John, in the labors of 
the Cross. At this moment Mary is undergoing the pains of childbirth, not only for her     
second-born, who is John, but also for the millions who will be born to her in Christian ages 
as “Children of Mary.” Now we can understand why Christ was called “her First-born.” It was 
not because she was to have other children by the blood of flesh, but because she was to have 
other children by the blood of her heart. Truly, indeed, the Divine condemnation against Eve 
is now renewed against the new Eve, Mary, for she is bringing forth her children in sorrow. 

Mary, then, is not only the Mother of Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, but she is also our 
Mother, and this not by a title of courtesy, not by legal fiction, not by a mere figure of 
speech, but by the right of bringing us forth in sorrow at the foot of the Cross. It was by 
weakness and disobedience at the foot of the tree of Good and Evil that Eve lost the title of 
the Mother of the Living; it is at the foot of the tree of the Cross that Mary, by sacrifice and 
obedience, regained for us the title of the Mother of Men. What a destiny to have the Mother 
of God as my Mother and Jesus as my Brother! 

(continued page 9) 
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Dinner with the Dean 

Dieciséis de Mayo 

Save the date for this fun night! Saturday, May 16, 2020 

6:00 Tapas in the Courtyard and Silent Auction Bidding 

6:45 Dinner is Served 
 

 If you feel called to donate an item for auction, you will find solicitation forms in the Church Office. 
Please see below for ideas. You may donate as an individual, as a family, as a Sunday School Class, or as 
a Ministry Group. The deadline for donations is Sunday, May 10th. 

 If you would like to donate an item for the Silent Auction, please contact Barbara Hautanen, (817) 915
-2535. 

 If you would like to donate a dessert for the Live Auction, you may contact Susan Frey, (817) 832-
0023. She will accept 10 desserts for the live auction. The remainder will go in the Silent Auction. 

 Donation of bottles of wine for the Wine Pull will be 
greatly appreciated! 

 All proceeds go to Missions and Fr. Hightower’s Dis-
cretionary Fund. 

"I don't have to do it all. I only have to do my share." 

I was recently reminded that priests are not solely responsible for the work in the church. I also have a  
responsibility to 'be Jesus' to my fellow parishioners. The needs at St. Vincent's are many, and the workers 
are often few and far between. We have elderly shut-ins, new moms, people with chronic illness, and those 
recovering from surgery. They are not someone else's responsibility. They are MY responsibility.  

They are OUR responsibility. 

Please join me in contemplation, prayer, and planning to live out what St. James calls 'true religion.'         
If you would like to participate, please email me at angela.kelley97@gmail.com.  

Due to the current situation with 
COVID-19, we will set something up 
online or email for those that volunteer. 

Thank you. 

Angela Kelley 

mailto:angela.kelley97@gmail.com
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Reflections for Holy Week (continued from p. 7) 

The Sixth Word 

IT IS CONSUMMATED 

From all eternity God willed to make man to the image of His eternal Son. After having 
painted the heavens with blue and the earth with green, God then made a garden, beautiful 
only as God knows how to make a garden beautiful, and in it placed man made to conform 
to the image of God’s Son. In some mysterious way the revolt of Lucifer echoed to earth, 
and the image of God in man was blurred and ruined. 

The Heavenly Father in His divine mercy willed to restore man to his pristine glory. In order 
that the portrait might once more be true to the Original, God willed to send to earth His 
Divine Son according to whose image man was made, that the earth might see once more 
the manner of man God wanted us to be. In the accomplishment of this task, only Divine 
Omnipotence could use the elements of defeat as the elements of victory. In the Divine 
economy of Redemption, the same three things which cooperated in our fall shared in our 
redemption. For the disobedient man Adam, there was the obedient man Christ; for the 
proud woman Eve, there was the humble virgin Mary; for the tree of the garden, there was 
the tree of the Cross. The Redemption was now completed. The work which His Father had 
given Him to do was accomplished. We were bought and paid for. We were won in a battle 
fought not with five stones like those with which David slew Goliath, but with five wounds, 
hideous scars on hands and feet and side; in a battle fought not with armor glistening under a 
noonday sun, but with flesh hanging like purple rags under a darkened sky; in a battle where 
the cry was not “Crush and kill,” but “Father, forgive”; in a battle fought not with spitting 
steel, but with dripping blood; in a battle in which he who slew the foe lost the day. Now the 
battle was over. For the last three hours He had been about His Father’s business. The artist 
had put the last touch on his masterpiece and with the joy of the strong He uttered the song 
of triumph: “It is finished.” 

His work is finished, but is ours? It belongs to God to use that word, but not to us. The work 
of acquiring Divine life for man is finished, but not the distribution. He has finished the task 
of filling the reservoir of Calvary’s sacramental life, but the work of letting it flood our souls 
is not yet finished. He has finished the foundation; we must build upon it. He has finished the 
ark, opening His side with a spear and clothing Himself in the garment of His precious 
blood, but we must enter the ark. He stands at the door and knocks, but the latch is on the 
inside, and only we can open it. He has enacted the consecration, but the communion de-
pends upon us; and whether our work will ever be finished depends entirely on how we re-
live His life and become other Christs, for His Good Friday and His Passion avail us nothing 
unless we take up His Cross and follow Him. Sin is the great obstacle to the accomplishment 
of that task, for as long as there is sin in the world, Christ is crucified anew in our hearts. 
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Pastoral Communication 

Frs. Hightower and Francis may be reached through 
the Cathedral office: (817) 354-7911 or email:       
tom-hightower@att.net / jfrancis@svacc.org 

If you are going into the hospital, please don’t      
assume one of the clergy is going to hear about it 
through the grapevine. If you tell one of the clergy 
something important on Sunday morning after Mass 
as you exit the church, please don’t assume they are 
going to remember unless they write it down. If you 
are upset about something or pleased about some-
thing, please don’t assume the clergy know how you 
are feeling. If you need Communion brought to your 
home, don’t assume the clergy know.  

Please call so we can respond to your pastoral needs! 

Keeping Your Commitment 

‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a 
little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’  

Matthew 25:21 

Please remain faithful to the financial pledge 
you’ve made to God and this Parish family.  

We’re all in this together, and we need your help! 

We don’t ask equal giving, but equal sacrifice! 

What better way to remember a loved one or a 
special event than to be an Altar flower donor!  

Multiple donors are needed each Sunday to 
meet the expense of the flowers. The calendar 
is located in the office or you may call the   
office to be listed on the calendar. Donations 
are $50 per week, and it takes two           
donations to cover the weekly cost.   

If you were unable to sign up to sponsor 
weekly Altar flowers at the annual parish  
meeting, it is not too late. Please contact the 
Cathedral office to have your name put on the 
altar flowers schedule. 

St. Vincent's Cathedral 
Income Statement 2020 

    Month of February February YTD 
Full 
Year 

A/C Account     
Over 

(Under)     
Over 

(Under)   
# Description Actual Budget Budget Actual Budget Budget Budget 

Total Operating Revenue 69,967 64,696 5,271 206,148 198,492 7,656 873,000 

Total Operating Expense 59,984 64,098 (4,114) 134,361 141,948 (7,587) 873,000 
Total Operating Income (Loss) 9,983 598 9,385 71,787 56,544 15,243 0 

February operating revenues were over budget by $5K primarily due to over-budget non-pledge contribu-
tions and building use fees. Operating expenses were under budget by $4K for February, primarily due to  
under-budget priest search expenses. YTD operating income of $72K is driven primarily by pledges paid in 
previous years as designated for 2020 (i.e., “prepaid pledges). Prepaid pledges of $68K were recorded and 
budgeted as revenue in January 2020. 



 

 

 
Clergy 

 

The Right. Rev. Ryan S. Reed, SSC, D.D. 
Bishop IV of Fort Worth 

The Right Rev. Keith Ackerman, SSC Assisting Bishop 
The Rev. Thomas E. Hightower, SSC Interim Dean 

The Rev. Richard A. Cantrell, SSC Assistant 
The Rev. Joseph D. Francis, SSC Curate 

The Rev. John S. Kalimi, Assistant 
 
 
 

Administration 

 
Alissa Brewer Director of Music & Organist 
Jennifer Pinney Cathedral Business Administrator 
Donna Baker Administrative Assistant / Receptionist 
Laurie Connely Coordinator, Youth & Children’s Ministry 
Barbara Wojnicki Sexton 

 
 

Vestry 
 

 

David Johnson, Senior Warden 
Pat Webb, Junior Warden  Jeremy Normand 
Brady Atkins   Steve Schooling 
Jason Blanks   Cady Thomas 
Mark Cleveland   Candi Trautmann 
Dennis Emerick   Laura West 
Dean Hautanen   Mack Wood, Clerk 
Non-Vestry: 
Thomas Parham, Treasurer (acting) 

Cathedral Staff 

The Deacon is a monthly publication of St. Vincent’s Cathedral in the 
Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth. ©2020 All rights reserved. Com-
ments, suggestions, and offers to volunteer on future issues are 
encouraged. 

Editor: Warren T. Jackson, Ph.D., OblSB: wjackson@svacc.org 

Publisher: The Rev. Thomas Hightower, SSC, Interim Dean 

St. Vincent’s Cathedral 
1300 Forest Ridge Drive 
Bedford, Texas 76022 
Telephone:  817-354-7911 
www.stvincentscathedral.org 

The Deacon 

The deadline for     
submitting articles or 
content for publication 
in The Deacon is the 
15th of each month. 
Send items to Warren Jackson (wjackson@svacc.org). 

 

The Little Deacon 

Weekly deadline for prayer requests and announcements 
for Sunday’s The Little Deacon is noon on Thursday. 
Send items to Donna Baker (dbaker@svacc.org). 

The Deacon is a Monthly Publication of  
St. Vincent’s Cathedral 
Volume 122, Issue 4 

April 2020 

“To make Jesus Christ known in all that we do.” 

St. Vincent's now has an Amazon Smile account. 
This is a great way to support St. Vincent's! By going 
through Amazon Smile, everything during your pur-
chase is the same (including prices and discounts), 
except for Amazon will give a percentage of your 
purchases back to the church. To use this as a meth-
od of supporting St. Vincent's, please follow the link 
below and sign in to your Amazon account. After 
you have registered with Amazon Smile and added 
St. Vincent's account, you simply need to go to 
smile.amazon.com each time you shop rather than 
just Amazon.com. Thank you!  

Prayer of  
St. Vincent of Saragossa 

Almighty God, whose deacon Vincent, upheld by thee, was not 
terrified by threats nor overcome by torments: Strengthen us, we 
beseech thee, to endure all adversity with invincible and steadfast 
faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benevolence Fund 

The Benevolence Fund has assisted families and  
individuals with car repair bills, rent, utilities, meals, 
and hospital bills. Requests come in on a weekly  
basis. Any assistance you can provide would be a 
blessing to someone else. Tax deductible donations 
can be made to St. Vincent’s. Please write            
BENEVOLENCE FUND on the memo line. 

http://smile.amazon.com/
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1LQv4b3bJWLycVE7Btn9Rrk6E8QWHPu5BYIOYdLeSzKM5V8-qNxv3U0snRXf8PHFN3ycDbo9XBSILGlFbDhQBHJFeQ5vHCRqp7yWA-tZyWPsqlj0ccyjKmA_34a8e4Ng_Vi37Lr7XGOg-zvxsrw3SHOKZg3X-N1GaLrJC83plUOkCg9-1bKSO6GEYlAUJhS0C1_K_a5ujM--mu7YmukdafA/https%3A%2F%2F

