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Please Join Us for
Sunday School
(adults and children)
from 10:20 a.m. to
11:05 a.m.

Class Schedule:
Sunday
Apostolic Age (Fr. Cantrell)……..……....10:30 a.m.
Library
Wednesday

Deaths
November 20, 2014
Pia Maria Lamp

Transfers Out
Jack Grigsby
Christ the King & All Saints’ Fort Worth

Dean’s Bible Study ................................. .10:00 a.m.

Sunday School for ages 3-18
Pre-K—5th Grade ................................ .10:15 a.m.
Meet in the South Hallway. We begin as a group with
music at 10:15; then break into our classes at 10:25.
Parents may pick up children at 11:05.
Jr. High & Young Adult Forum .......... .10:15 a.m.
Meet in the North Hallway. We are looking forward to
growing and learning in Christ’s love together!
If you have any questions, you may contact Terah
Johnson at terah.johnson@verizon.net.

KEEPING YOUR COMMITMENT
Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a
little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.
Matthew 25:21
Please remain faithful to the financial pledge you’ve
made to God in this Parish family. We’re all in this together, and we need your help!
We don’t ask equal giving, but equal sacrifice!

FLOWER CALENDAR
Just a reminder to all who have
donated altar flowers during the
year and have not paid the $40
donation! Checks are made payable to St. Vincent’s, marked
FLOWERS, on the check.

SCHEDULING SPACE FOR ACTIVITIES & EVENTS
Donna Baker, Parish Administrative Assistant, is solely responsible for managing the master space calendar at the Cathedral. This includes church, school and outside groups Please
ensure that you contact her to reserve a room for your activity
or event to eliminate double-booking of space. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated! And, it is best to book rooms as
early as possible.
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YOUTH GROUPS
AYC: Grades 6-12; meets Wednesday nights starting January
7th. We will have dinner at 6:00 p.m. and end with Compline at 7:30 p.m. We do service projects, Bible studies, play
games, and other fellowship activities. We will not meet during Lent.
Upcoming AYC Events:
Saturday, February 7: Bishop’s Ball at St. Andrew’s, Fort
Worth
Saturday, March 21: Game Day at St. Peter & St. Paul, Arlington
PALS: Grades 4-5; meets the following Sundays — January
18, February 15, April 19, May 17. We will meet in the Parish Hall after the 11:15 a.m. service.
To be added to the mailing list or for any questions, please
contact Jennifer Loafman, 817-658-5665 or email to loafmanj@gmail.com.

Sunday, January 25th—Modified Schedule
Our annual meeting will take place on Sunday, January 25th,
beginning at 10:30 a.m. We will elect new vestry members
and delegates to Diocesan Convention. We will also hear various reports on the State of the Parish. Please plan to attend!
The schedule for January 19th is as follows:
7:05 a.m. Morning Prayer
7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9:00 a.m. Choral Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Annual Meeting
12:00 noon Parish-wide Pot Luck Luncheon
(11:15 a.m. Low Eucharist will be in St. Mary’s Chapel)

SAVE THE DATE!

VESTRY & DELEGATE CANDIDATES

Guest Preacher Canon
Phil Ashey will be with
us on Sunday, January
11th. Canon Ashey is the
Chief Operating Officer
of the American Anglican
Counsel and serves as a
member of the Executive
Committee of the Anglican Church in North America. Along with preaching Sunday
morning, Canon Ashey will speak at Forum time concerning
the ministry of the American Anglican Counsel.

We will publish a supplement to The Deacon in mid-January
that will contain the names of those candidates for Vestry and
Diocesan Convention Delegates. The supplement will also
include the questionnaire that all Vestry nominees complete.

FEAST OF ST. VINCENT
On Sunday, January 25th, we will celebrate our Patronal Feast
Day of St. Vincent’s. Don’t forget to wear red!

VISITS TO CHURCH DURING THE WEEK
Please remember to use the school entrance and check in
during school days, even when on church business. We lock
the doors to make our environment a little safer for the kids.

CONGRATULATIONS TO DEAN REED
January 10th is the 19th anniversary of Dean Reed’s ordination to the Sacred Order of Priests. We thank him for his
dedication and service to Our Lord and to the Cathedral Parish of St. Vincent’s.

We wish each of you a
Merry
Christmas Season
and a happy, healthy &
prosperous
New Year 2015!
The Cathedral
Clergy & Staff
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MISSION TEAM 2014
By Stephen Thompson
On November 8, 2014, the 2014 St. Vincent’s Mission Team
left for Singapore and Cambodia in order to continue its call
“to make Jesus known in all that we do.” The team consisted
of Dean Reed, Kathy Reed, Jennifer Loafman, Thom Murrell, and myself, Stephen Thompson. We traveled first to
Singapore to participate in a “Missions Consultation
Roundtable” hosted by the Diocese of Singapore from November 11th to November 14th. This roundtable was attended by more than 150 participants from Anglican ecclesial
structures and mission organizations from Southeast Asia,
Australia, the Solomon Islands, the Middle East and the United States. The roundtable included prayer, reports, networking, and workshops between the participants regarding the
current state of Anglican missionary involvement of the six
deaneries that fall under the umbrella of the Diocese of Singapore .
After the round table conference, the team left for Cambodia
arriving on Friday afternoon. After settling in at their hotel,
the team joined Rev. Tit Hieng and members of the staff from
Christ Church of Peace in Phnom Penh for dinner which included many traditional Cambodian dishes. Saturday was
spent exploring Phnom Penh with our Cambodian hosts. On
Sunday the team attended both a Cambodian mass in the
Khmer language and later an English service with the International Congregation of the church. Before their afternoon
flight out of Phnom Penh, the team met with Rev. Tit Hieng
and members of his staff to discuss the church, St. Vincent’s
involvement, and how we can improve our partnership.
I stayed on in Phnom Penh to travel later that month with the
missionary teams from Christ Church of Peace, Phnom Penh,
and St. Andrew’s Community Chapel, Singapore. The
Phnom Penh team was led by Rev. Tit Hieng and the Singapore team was led by Rev. Gilbert Wong and Pastor Xian Jie.
The newly formed team totaled 21. We loaded up three lorries with our gear, some of us riding in the cabs and some of
the younger ones riding in the back with the gear. We traveled the 150 kilometers up Highway 5 and some small dusty
roads deep into Pursat Province. On the way there, we
stopped at the home of Rev. Tit Hieng’s sister. She is suffering from a very serious liver disease. The team brought an
Audio Bible to Rev. Tit Hieng for his approval. It is a solar
operated Bible that contains the full Bible that one can listen
to in the Khmer language. He gave her a copy of the Audio
Bible for her study. We plan to furnish Rev. Tit Hieng with
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12 more of these Bibles through the generosity of one of our
parish members so that he may distribute them to his pastors
and leading Bible students who do not read Khmer but wish
to study the Word.
Our destination was The Church of Jesus Christ of the Resurrection in Prey Smarch Village. The church is located near a
small market town called Leach. The trip takes an average of
six to seven hours depending upon the condition of the roads
and the time of the year traveled. As soon as the team arrived
we unpacked our gear, set up our cots and mosquito netting,
and began planning for the mission activities for the next five
days. Every year, Christ Church of Peace partners with mission teams from Singapore and St. Vincent’s to bring the good
news of the Gospel to the people of Cambodia. The team conducted its base operations from Prey Smarch. We visited and
conducted church services in small villages in the province.
We also spent a day at The Church of Jesus Christ our Lord
located in Sat Bori about 15 kilometers from Prey Smarch.
Christ Church of Peace conducts two mission trips per year to
Pursat Province. The first is usually conducted in July or August and consists of a Vacation Bible School for the Cambodian children and church services for the adults. That program
lays the foundation for the creation story, God’s love and our
response to him. It includes stories from the Bible and lessons
based upon the principle that God loves us and wants a relationship with us. The second mission trip of the year is called
the annual Christmas Outreach Mission. That was the theme
of the trip on this visit. The mission team and their Cambodian interpreters shared the Christmas story and readings from
the Gospel with the people. The village children, in their best
attire, would sing Khmer hymns and give interpretive dances
about God’s love for his people. The mission team also included their own talented members who shared God’s love
through song, dance, and music (guitar, violin, and drum).
During these visits, many Cambodians responded to the call
to accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior. There was also spiritual healing and witnessing done during each service. At the
end of each service, everyone, adult and children alike, would
receive small gifts consisting of a Kroma, the traditional scarf
of Cambodia, and small food items to be consumed on their
walk home.
Each evening when the mission team returned to The Church
of the Resurrection, a final service was conducted by Rev.
Wong or Pastor Jie. Later, Rev. Tit Hieng would lead a children’s prayer service for the children living nearby. Before
retiring the mission members would all participate in a
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debriefing of the day’s events and pray for the Holy Spirit to
guide their words and actions the next day.
On the final day, the team conducted the Christmas Outreach service at Prey Smarch church. Both an adult and separate service for the children were conducted. The worship
service for the adults was conducted by Rev. Wong with
interpretation by Rev. Tit Hieng. He spoke of the Prodigal
Son and God’s unconditional love. The children heard the
story of the baby Jesus, the star, the gifts of the Magi and the
shepherds. It was estimated that there were approximately
200 adults and 300 children in attendance.
This was my fourth visit to Cambodia and its mission field.
Each year I am even more impressed with the dedication of
Christ Church of Peace, Rev. Tit Hieng, and their commitment to bringing the news of God’s love to our Cambodian
brothers and sisters. It is so very evident that the people are
in a deep spiritual darkness and in desperate need of the hope
and light that only the knowledge of the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit can provide. The look on the faces of those who
have accepted the Christian faith can only be described as
radiant and joyful. We are truly transforming lives there and
doing our part of fulfilling the “Great Commission.” I look
forward to sharing my experience with those who would like
to learn more and inviting them to join me on the next team
to Cambodia.

The Deacon
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ST. VINCENT’S CATHEDRAL FINANCIALS—NOVEMBER 2014
Summary

Nov
Actual

Nov
Budget

Var

2014 YTD
Actual

2014 YTD
Budget

YTD Var

2014
Budget

St. Vincent’s Cathedral
Operating Income

$ 81,495

$ 102,610

$ (21,115)

$ 1,093,712

$ 1,245,310

$ (151,598)

$ 1,347,969

Total Expenses

$ 91,594

$ 113,076

$ (21,482)

$ 1,156,097

$ 1,243,836

$ (87,739)

$ 1,357,130

Net Income/(Loss)

$ (10,099)

$ (10,466)

$ 367

$ (62,385)

$ 1,474

$ (63,859)

$ (9,161)

Income (Tuition, etc.)

$ 78,269

$ 84,003

$ (5,734)

$ 274,770

$ 294,404

$ (19,634)

$ 882,515

Total Expenses

$ 92,814

$ 88,440

$ 4,374

$ 445,904

$ 442,200

$ 3,704

$ 1,061,443

Operating Income/(Loss)

$ (14,545)

$ (4,437)

$ (10,108)

$ (171,134)

$ (147,796)

$ (23,338)

$ (178,928)

Combined Income/(Loss)

$ (24,644)

$ (14,903)

$ (9,741)

$ (233,519)

$ (146,322)

$ (87,197)

$ (188,089)

Capital Expense (DMR)

$ 584

$ 2,733

$ (2,149)

$ 19,673

$ 30,063

$ (10,390)

$ 32,807

Mortgage Fund

$ 4,556

$ 4,283

$ 273

$ 33,709

$ 47,113

$ (13,404)

$ 51,396

TOTAL OTHER FUNDS

$ 5,140

$ 7,016

$ (1,876)

$ 53,382

$ 77,176

$ (23,794)

$ 84,203

St. Vincent’s School

Other Designated Income

Commentary By Charles Dowden, Finance Committee Chair

Stewardship Commentary By Beth Fain, Senior Warden

Church: Income for the month is on track. There are quarterly
donors that make up the difference. Expenses are still running
below budget. We continue to work on the 2015 Church budget
and expect to complete by early January. The budget is based on
pledges—your pledge tells us what we have to work with and do
our best to be good stewards of God’s money.

As you may remember, Vestry members attended two workshop sessions on Parish Revitalization this year (one in August
and one in October). From these meetings, we committed to
making revitalization happen for our church family in 2015.
We want to put more resource into ministries and programs
so that parishioners can actively engage in ‘making Jesus
Christ known in all that we do.’ In the very near future, you
will be able to take part in discussions on how we can accomplish these goals. On behalf of your Vestry, blessings to you
and yours for Christmas joy, and a very Happy New Year!

School: Income is tracking well with the budget. We are making
adjustments to our financials to correct the budget income number. Tuition income is over nine months (school year) and currently is calculated over twelve months. Expenses were higher due
to the purchase of textbooks for the new school year.
Overall: As you can tell from the combined income and loss, we
have a tremendous challenge with the financial operation of the
school. The combined loss grew in November. The Vestry and
School Board have been working on the future plans for the
Church and School. You should have received a letter by the time
The Deacon is distributed as either a parent of students or as a parishioner explaining what is being done to make the school more
sustainable. Pray for guidance for the Vestry, School Board, and
Dean Reed.

STEWARDSHIP
A Living Faith is a Giving Faith is wrapping up but we
are still wanting everyone’s participation to reach our goals.
Pledge cards are located in the Narthex or on the web site if
you have not turned one in yet. Every pledge counts!

James and Ann Moore wish
to thank Fr. Horton, the
Youth Director, other
adult leaders, and the many
youth for cleaning up our
front and back yards.
Leaves were everywhere
and they collected about twenty huge bags. They brought
everything that was needed. In addition, they even brought
special goodies, which included Gina Swann’s famous lasagna.
Scott repaired a much used electrical outside plug.
Dean Reed saw our need when visiting for prayer and Mass.
St. Vincent’s is such a wonderful, special place. We love and
thank you all.
James and Ann
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FELIZ NAVIDAD DE LA GRAN FAMILIA
By Barbara Hautanen
Here is an update of recent accomplishments of some of the
youth at La Gran Familia (LGF).









Jorge came to live at LGF in the eighth grade after being
abandoned by his mother. He is a good student and never
gave up. This year, he graduated from the University of
Chihuahua with a degree in Engineering. He has been
employed by a local factory and plans to marry next year.
Mirna graduated from high school in the spring and was
accepted into the School of Medicine at the University of
Juarez-Cuauhtémoc Campus. She will be a physician after
completing the six year program. Her mother brought
her to LGF when she was in the eighth grade. She was
being abused by her step-father.
Rigoberto graduated from Cecate Trade School with a
focus in mechanics and electricity. Rigo came to LGF
when he was seven years old. He suffered for many years
from a disease known as purpura, which is a blood disorder that causes painful purple splotches on the skin resulting in his missing much school. Completing trade
school is a huge accomplishment for him!
Esmeralda completed junior high and will continue her
studies in high school. She came to live at LGF when she
was two years old, accompanied by Rigo, her brother,
another brother, Carlos, and her sister Gabriela. The
Mexican CPS brought them to LGF when their mother
was no longer in the picture and their father was not able
to care for them because of his additions.

La Gran Familia continues to grow because of the generosity
of people in our diocese and other donors, both from the
U.S. and from Mexico. It houses 30 children — 20 boys and
10 girls. The daycare outreach of LGF is full with 30 children,
ages 1 to 4.
Several of the children living at LGF are sponsored, but quite
a few are still lacking a sponsor. If you would like to find out
more about how you can help, contact Barbara Hautanen at
bhautanen@sves.org.

BENDICIONES DE LA GRAN FAMILIA

EPIPHANY PAGEANT
St. Vincent’s traditional Epiphany Pageant will be on Sunday,
January 4th at 6:00 p.m. Since the Epiphany Pageant is on
Sunday, there will NOT be any Eucharist at the Pageant. All
youth and children of the parish that are old enough to be in
Christian Education classes are invited and encouraged to be
part of this beautiful service. There are parts for everyone!
To prepare for the pageant, we have scheduled the following
rehearsals:
Sunday, December 21st, immediately following the 9:00
a.m. service
Sunday, December 28th, immediately following the 9:00
a.m. service

Sunday, January 4th, immediately following the 9:00
a.m. service
Please contact Terah Johnson — terah.johnson@verizon.net
for more information .

THIS MONTH! — FR. CANTRELL’S NEW
SERIES OF CLASSES IN BASIC CHRISTIANITY
As announced last month, we are planning to begin on Sunday, February 4th, meeting in the school Library at 10:30
a.m. The classes will usually last from one and a half to two
hours.
These classes are for you! It is for you even if you are a longtime member of St. Vincent’s. A number of Vestry members, present and past, have attended. And a number of those
members who are especially regular in church and in parish
leadership have attended, not to mention many who have
recently become members of St. Vincent’s through baptism,
confirmation, and/or transfer.
This 25-week course of instruction in basic Christianity is
intended for those adults who are preparing for baptism and/
or confirmation, for those who wish to refresh or deepen
their own understanding of the basics of Christian faith and
practice, and for those who are curious about Christianity.
No commitment is involved in attending the class.

Those participants who are already members of the parish
find that they are closer to each other. And those who decide
to join the Church come into her having already a close relationship with those of her members whom they have met in
the class. The result is that the Body of Christ is built up.
I hope to see many of you there.
God bless you.
Father Cantrell
Note: The nursery is provided as needed. If you anticipate
needing the nursery, please notify the parish office a few days
in advance.

January 2015
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History of the Vestry

Makeup of the Vestry

The term vestry originated in Great Britain and referred to
the room next to the nave of the church where the sacred
vessels and vestments were kept. Those conducting parish
business met in this room and came to be known as the vestry. The executive committee of the vestry is made up of the
two wardens and the rector. The principle behind this is one
of ordered and diffused authority.



the rector (who does not vote unless there is a tie)



12 members-at-large (elected by the parish)



2 officers selected from the at-large members, which
include

Responsibilities of the Vestry





Senior Warden (appointed by the Rector)



Junior Warden (elected by the Vestry)

1 non-vestry (no voice, no vote, appointed by the vestry)



attend church services regularly



responsibility with the Rector in promoting the spiritual
welfare of the parish

Election of the Vestry



aid the Rector in the institution, conduct, and development of the program of the Church both within and
without the Parish

Vestry members are elected at the annual meeting of the parish in January each year. One-third of the Vestry is elected
annually.



agent and legal representative in all matters concerning
property: maintain the buildings and furnishings, maintain other property (rectory, parking lot, grounds, etc.),
provide adequate insurance

Officers are elected for a term of one year by members of the
Vestry. There is no restriction on how many times they may
be elected.



responsible for the finances of the parish, raising money,
prompt payment of salaries and bills, prudent care of
trust funds, endowments and bequests, sale and transfer
of securities and other assets, maintain records, annual
report, budget (approve expenditures and recommend
and approve salaries)



recruit, encourage, train, and guide candidates for Holy
Orders



represent the parish in its relations with the Rector



serve as a "Council of Advice" for the Rector when requested



elect a Rector if there is a vacancy

Eligibility for the Vestry
To serve on the Vestry, one must meet the following requirements:


be 18 years of age or older



be an active communicant of the parish for at least 6
months



be a pledging member of record



be a confirmed Anglican or received by a bishop into the
Anglican Church from another Christian church.



participate in the Eucharist every Sunday "unless for
good cause prevented."



Clerk of the Vestry

At-large members are elected for a term of 3 years. They may
not be re-elected unless they are completing a partial term.
Former members-at-large may run for election again after
being off the Vestry for one year.

01/04
01/10
01/11
01/11
01/12
01/13
01/16-17
01/18
01/19
01/19
01/20
01/25
01/26
01/26-29
01/30-02/01

Epiphany Pageant, 6:00 p.m.
Altar Guild Brunch
Confirmation Class
Guest Preacher
Finance Committee
School Board
Men’s Conference
Fr. Hightower’s Last Sunday
MLK Day (no school)
Vestry
SVS Open House
Annual Parish Meeting, 10:30 a.m.
Dining for Dollars
Clergy Retreat
Women’s Retreat
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ONLINE MEMBER DIRECTORY
By Ron Turner
Instant Church Directory™ is pleased to announce their new
Online Member Directory feature! This new feature makes
our Parish Directory easy to navigate and is password protected using a password of your choice. It is no longer necessary to display the PDF file and add the passcode to open it!
The Online Member Directory works just like the mobile
app but is viewable online in a browser window such as IE,
Firefox, or Chrome.

THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF FORT WORTH

2015 MEN’S CONFERENCE
Save the dates of January 16 & 17, 2015, for a diocesan
men’s conference at the Church of St. Peter and St. Paul in
Arlington. The cost is just $25, including lunch on Saturday.
The conference keynote speaker will be Gary Randle, founder of HOPE Farm in Fort Worth, which serves at-risk boys
from fatherless homes. Gary is a former TCU basketball star,
former police officer, and an ordained minister. When it
comes to bringing people to Christ—Gary “walks the talk”.
To reserve your spot, complete the registration form found
on St. Vincent’s website in the Announcements section of the
Home page. Send the completed registration form
with your payment by January 1, 2015.
Don’t miss this opportunity to have fellowship and grow in
Christ with men from
around the diocese!
Bring a friend!

Simply go to https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
and create your own user name and password to login and
view our Parish Directory. Only active members with authorization have access to view our directory. When creating
your login account, your email address must be identical to
the email address that is listed in the Parish Directory.
If you email address is not currently in the directory and you
are a member of record at St. Vincent’s Cathedral, please
contact Ron Turner at rturner@sves.org to have it added.

IS YOUR MAILING ADDRESS CORRECT?
Did you know that St. Vincent’s is charged a returned mail
fee for mail sent to an invalid street address? For example,
when we mail out The Deacon each month and it is returned
due to a bad address, the Postal Service bills us $1.14 for the
returned copy of The Deacon. These charges can add up to a
hefty amount during the course of the year. Charges for
items such as letters, postcards, and other items also contribute to this amount of wasted funds.
If helps tremendously for you to pick up your copy of The
Deacon on the Sunday when it is available. Otherwise, please
be sure to notify the office of any address changes:
dbaker@sves.org

PRAYER OF ST. VINCENT OF SARAGOSSA
Almighty God, whose deacon Vincent, upheld by thee, was not terrified by threats nor overcome by torments: Strengthen us, we beseech
thee, to endure all adversity with invincible and steadfast faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

See Tom Parham,
Charles Dowden, or
Ron Turner if you
have additional questions.

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE
All heads of Parish ministries and organizations need to write
a report summarizing their organizations 2014 activities for
the Annual Parish Meeting.
Please submit your reports to Donna Baker
(dbaker@sves.org) ASAP and no later than Wednesday, January 7th.

ASTUTE ANGLICANS 50+
The Astute Anglicans is a group of fun loving 50+ individuals
who gather the third Friday of each month in the Parish Hall
for a Potluck Dinner and great fun after dinner. Some evenings we play games and other times we just have great conversations. Several times each year we go to events in the
local area. We have attended musicals, sporting events and
whatever someone proposes. Anyone who wants to have a
fun evening with good friends is invited to attend. Just show
up at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall on the third Friday or call
Rudy Jackson at 817-691-7555 for more details.

January 2015
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2. Liturgy unites, making many one

Submitted by David Johnson, Verger
Article written by Philip Jenkins

The liturgy organizes and moves people through a common
sense of participation, of shared action. It unites us and makes
us a common body. We say and do things in the same way,
we speak the same words and hear the same things, and express agreement to them. It is communal action to use the
Anglican phrase, we all share in Common (i.e. communal)
Prayer.
3. That unity crosses boundaries of time and space

THE NINE LAWS OF LITURGY
Liturgy Matters.
Throughout Christian history, a majority of Christians have
used a liturgy, in the sense of a set form of words, actions, and
rituals, as opposed to a free-form, open-ended kind of worship. This does not mean that non-liturgical churches are totally disorganized — they often plan their services according
to familiar patterns and models. But they do not follow the
precise sequence of texts, passages or actions, which they regard as too formal and constricting. Still today, though, liturgical churches overwhelmingly represent the Christian norm.
Once we take account of Catholics, Orthodox, Anglicans and
Lutherans, that would probably represent three quarters of all
Christians worldwide. Recently too, even historically nonliturgical churches have selectively adopted liturgical forms, in
what some call an “Ancient Futures” movement.

Liturgy is a vast topic, which is the subject of very wideranging scholarship. Here, though, let me just suggest briefly
why it is so central to church life, and never more so than in a
season like Advent.
In its origins, the Greek word leitourgia meant “people’s
work,” better translated as something like “public service” or
“public duty.” In common usage, the word also refers to the
liturgy, namely the particular service that culminates in the
Eucharist or Holy Communion. A Catholic or Anglican liturgy
includes various parts that together form a logical sequence
and a unified whole, like a symphony. These include for instance such set-pieces as the Kyrie Eleison, the Gloria, the
Creed, the Sanctus, and the Agnus Dei (Lamb of God).
So what does liturgy do, and why does it still exert its astonishing appeal after two millennia? Without any attempt to be
definitive, let me offer my Nine Laws of Liturgy:
1. Liturgy takes us out and it puts us in
Liturgy takes us out of the regular world and returns us to a
sacred moment or sacred time. It is a way of putting us in
touch with a particular reality, of converging and conforming
our world with the supernatural. Liturgy thus explains why
we are here, but at the same time, also places us somewhere
else.
Paths cross here.

The fact that liturgy is fixed means that anywhere you go in
the world, you will hear the same words and the same patterns. Services are not “dealer’s choice” in which any words or
forms are permissible, and they don’t depend on the whims of
particular leaders. That is also why we use the formal language appropriate to solemn things. Historic form and language are used to consecrate time.
When we share in a liturgy today, we are doing essentially the
same thing that countless others were doing a hundred or a
thousand years ago. Liturgy thus creates community and continuity with past and present, proclaiming a link with past and
future. We see this for example when we repeat ancient
Greek terms like Kyrie Eleison.
Language speaks us.
4. Liturgy uses action to declare and reinforce common belief

The old phrase says lex orandi, lex credenda, “the law of prayer
is the law of belief” — roughly, show me how you worship
and I’ll know what you believe. Not just in its verbal statements, a Eucharist proclaims the Church’s basic teachings
through what the participants say and do. Every moment, it
teaches the idea of Incarnation.
5. Liturgy tells stories in ways that make us live
them
People make sense of the world through story-telling, which
allows us to build and shape memory. We tell stories in different ways, sometimes through words but also through action. Ritual and behavior are singularly effective ways of telling a story. A liturgy like the Christian Eucharist also tells a
story, in order to preserve and pass on the church's memory.
6. Liturgy uses performance to tell stories
Without embarrassment, I use the theatrical word
“performance.” As in any theatrical performance, liturgy uses
cues to move to different phases — some moments and
events signify beginnings and endings, calling you to be on
stage. Like any play, too, there are ups and downs, an ascent
to a climax, and then a return to something like normal. In a
Eucharist particularly, we share different actions and experiences appropriate to different phases of the event. And there
are clearly distinct portions, different “acts.”
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7. Liturgy unites and binds things that otherwise
are wholly separate
Liturgy is sacramental, in that it uses many different kinds of
material symbol and object to carry spiritual truths. It also
unites the mind and the bodily senses. It is not just rational
and book-centered. It uses physical beauty as a means of presenting and reinforcing truth. Readings and texts are integrated into the larger “performance,” with its changing
moods and lessons.
8. Liturgy consecrates time — or else, time consecrates liturgy
Stories and performances all have their appropriate times and
settings. Liturgical actions, likewise, depend wholly on the
cycles of the church year. Participating in liturgy means we
share in this cycle, we join its beginnings and share the route
to its end. Much of this journey involves non-literate means,
including seasonally appropriate colors and lights.

The Deacon

SAVE THE DATE!
For those who wish to be confirmed, received, or reaffirmed, we are excited to announce that we will begin a class for adults
and adolescents starting Sunday, January
11th. We will be utilizing the recently published and revised Anglican catechism. It is
intended as a more comprehensive catechetical tool for all
adult inquirers and for all Christians seeking deeper grounding
in the full reality of Christian faith and life. Please join us as
we embark on a new adventure in learning and extending our
Christian faith! Please contact Donna Baker in the church office to hold your place in class. An instructor will then contact
you to provide further information.

Finally, and shockingly:
9. Liturgy allows Earth to become Heaven, however briefly
The Bible repeatedly describes liturgical actions, on earth and
in heaven, at God’s court. We see this especially in books
like Isaiah and Revelation. In turn, those scriptural passages
have had a huge impact on the actual practice and language of
earthly churches. In a prayer like the Sanctus, the “Holy,”
humans celebrate with angels, breaking down division between natural and supernatural, Earth and Heaven. That is
the central theme of the Eucharist.
And those are my Nine Laws. Another person might have
three or three hundred, and they would probably be just as
valid.
Philip Jenkins is a Distinguished Professor of History at Baylor
University and author of The Great and Holy War: How
World War I Became a Religious Crusade.

FR. HIGHTOWER TO RETIRE
The Very Reverend Father Thomas Hightower, Rector of St. Peter
and St. Paul Anglican Church,
Arlington, has announced his retirement.
Fr. Tom, a native of Mississippi,
graduated from Seabury Western
Theological Seminary and became
a Deacon in 1978. He was ordained a priest in 1979 by Bishop
Robert Terwilliger, and became
the priest at St. Peter & St. Paul
Anglican Church in 1984.
Father Tom has been a vital part of the life of St. Peter & St.
Paul and the Diocese of Fort Worth for many years. He has
ministered to the parish for over 30 years. At Diocesan Convention last November, the convention acknowledged its
love, admiration, and respect for him.
We wish him Godspeed in his well-deserved retirement.

January 2015

WHAT IS ANGLO-CATHOLICISM?
By the Revd John D. Alexander, SSC
Rector of St. Stephen’s Church, Providence, Rhode Island
formerly of the Church of the Ascension, Staten Island, New York
1. A High View of God. Anglo-Catholic worship at its
best cultivates a sense of reverence, awe, and mystery in
the presence of the Holy One before whom even the angels in heaven veil their faces.
2. A High View of Creation. At the same time, we delight in the beauty of God’s creation. The Anglo-Catholic
view of the world is highly sacramental, seeing signs of
God’s presence and goodness everywhere in the things
that he has made. In worship, we gather up the best of
creation — as reflected in art, craftsmanship, music,
song, flowers, incense, etc. — and offer it all back up to
God.
3. A High View of the Incarnation. Our salvation began when Christ took flesh in the womb of the Virgin
Mary. God became man in order to transform human
existence through participation in his divine life. The Collect for the Second Sunday after Christmas expresses the
Anglo-Catholic vision perfectly:
“O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more
wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature:
grant that we may share the divine life of him who
humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son
Jesus Christ…”
4. A High View of the Atonement. An authentic AngloCatholicism looks not only to Christ’s Incarnation but
also to his Sacrifice. The image of Jesus on the cross reminds us of the depth and horror of human sin, and of the
price that God has paid for our redemption. AngloCatholic spirituality entails a lifelong process of turning
from sin and towards God. Many Anglo-Catholics find
the Sacrament of Penance an indispensable aid in this process.
5. A High View of the Church. We come to share in the
divine life of the risen and ascended Christ by being incorporated through Baptism into his Body, the Church.
Thus, we regard the universal Church neither as an institution of merely human origin, nor as a voluntary association of individual believers, but as a wonderful mystery, a
divine society, a supernatural organism, whose life flows
to its members from its head, Jesus Christ, in the power
of the Holy Spirit.
6. A High View of the Communion of Saints. The
Church, moreover, consists not only of all Christians now
alive on earth (the Church Militant), but also of the Faithful Departed, who continue to grow in the knowledge
and love of God (the Church Expectant), and of the Saints
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in Heaven, who have reached their journey’s end (the
Church Triumphant). We have fellowship with all who
live in Christ. Anglo-Catholicism thus affirms the legitimacy of praying for the dead, and of asking the Saints in
Heaven for their prayers.
7. A High View of the Sacraments. We believe that
Jesus Christ really and truly communicates his life, presence, and grace to us in the Seven Sacraments, thus enabling us to give our lives to God and our neighbor in
faith, hope, and love. Holy Baptism establishes our identity once for all as children of God and heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven (although we can by our own free choice
repudiate this inheritance). And in the Holy Eucharist,
Christ becomes objectively present in the Blessed Sacrament of His Body and Blood. Eucharistic adoration is
thus an integral component of Anglo-Catholic spirituality
and devotion.
8. A High View of Holy Orders. Since the days of the
Oxford Movement, Anglo-Catholicism has borne witness that the threefold ministry of Bishops, Priests, and
Deacons in Apostolic Succession is God-given. The validity of our sacraments, and the fullness of our participation
in the life of the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic
Church, depend upon our faithful stewardship of this
divine gift. For this reason, innovations threatening the
authenticity of our apostolic orders must be resisted at all
costs.

9. A High View of Anglicanism. We affirm that the
Anglican Churches are truly part of Christ’s Holy Catholic Church. The prophetic vocation of Anglo-Catholicism
has been to bear witness to the catholicity of Anglicanism.
Yet it can be an uncomfortable vocation that requires us
to take unpopular stands against developments that
threaten this catholicity. Since the days of the Oxford
Movement, our standard has been the faith and practice
of the ancient, undivided Church. Our vocation as Anglo
-Catholics remains one of holding ourselves, and our
Anglican institutions, accountable to the higher authority
of the universal Church.

Page 13

The Deacon

Advent Festival of
Lessons & Carols

January 2015
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SAINTS & FEASTS

FOOD COLLECTION

The typography indicates the level of the observance: BOLD CAPITALS
denote Principal Feasts and Principal Holy Days, bold denotes Festivals,
roman denotes Lesser Festivals, and italics denote Commemorations, SMALL
CAPITALS denote observances that are unclassified.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4TH

January 1 ~ The Holy Name of Jesus
January 2 ~ Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops, Teachers of the Faith, 379 and 389
January 2 ~ Seraphim, Monk of Sarov, Spiritual Guide, 1833
January 2 ~ Vedanayagam Samuel Azariah, Bishop in South
India, Evangelist, 1945
January 6 ~ THE EPIPHANY
January 8 ~ The Baptism of Christ
January 10 ~ William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645
January 11 ~ Mary Slessor, Missionary in West Africa, 1915
January 12 ~ Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167
January 12 ~ Benedict Biscop, Abbot of Wearmouth, Scholar,
689
January 13 ~ Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher of the
Faith, 367
January 13 ~ Kentigern (Mungo), Missionary Bishop in Strathclyde and Cumbria, 603
January 13 ~ George Fox, Founder of the Society of Friends (the
Quakers), 1691
January 17 ~ Antony of Egypt, Hermit, Abbot, 356
January 17 ~ Charles Gore, Bishop, Founder of the Community of
the Resurrection, 1932
January 18-25 ~ WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN
UNITY
January 18 ~ Amy Carmichael, Founder of the Dohnavur Fellowship, Spiritual Writer, 1951
January 19 ~ Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095
January 20 ~ Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritual Writer, 1349
January 21 ~ Agnes, Child Martyr at Rome, 304
January 22 ~ Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon, First Martyr of
Spain, 304
January 24 ~ Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, Teacher
of the Faith, 1622
January 25 ~ The Conversion of Paul
January 26 ~ Timothy and Titus, Companions of Paul
January 28 ~ Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher of the Faith, 1274
January 30 ~ Charles, King and Martyr, 1649
January 31 ~ John Bosco, Priest, Founder of the Salesian Teaching Order, 1888

N.E.E.D. (Northeast Emergency Distribution) needs your help, especially food
items such as peanut butter, canned
meats, canned vegetables, etc. There
will be a special collection at St. Vincent’s the first Sunday of each
month. Please place your donations in
the "Green N.E.E.D. Box" in the
church courtyard outside the narthex doors.
N.E.E.D.’s mission is to lend a hand to all of God’s children
in Northeast Tarrant County by providing food, clothing and
financial assistance to needy, low-income, and crisis-struck
families. This is done on an emergency basis until long-term
assistance can begin.

LOCKING DOORS
In an effort to be certain that the church is secure, if you or
your group are the last to leave the premises at night, please be
certain that all the doors are locked. If you have questions,
please contact Dean Reed or Deacon Wade.

THE DEACON
The deadline for submitting articles or content
for publication in The
Deacon is the 15th day
of each month.
Send items to: stvcdeacon@yahoo.com or to
rturner@sves.org.

THE LITTLE DEACON
Deadline for prayer requests and announcements for Sunday’s The Little Deacon each week is at noon on Thursday. Send items to Deacon Wade (kwade@sves.org) and
Donna Baker (dbaker@sves.org).
The Deacon is a monthly publication of St. Vincent’s Cathedral in the
Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth. ©2013 All rights reserved. Comments, suggestions and offers to volunteer on future issues are encouraged.
Editor: Ron Turner, stvcdeacon@yahoo.com
Publisher: The Very Rev. Ryan S. Reed, SSC, Dean of St. Vincent’s
Cathedral
St. Vincent’s Cathedral
1300 Forest Ridge Drive
Bedford, Texas 76022
Telephone: 817-354-7911
www.stvincentscathedral.org

Mon

9:00a, Morning
Prayer
7:00p, Handbell
Rehearsal

5

12
6:00p, The
Stitchin’ Sisters
6:00p, Finance
Committee

19
MLK Day (no
school)
7:10p, Vestry

26
Clergy Retreat
Dining for Dollars

Sun

7:05a, Morning Prayer
7:30a, Holy Eucharist
9:00a, Choral Eucharist
10:20a, Christian Education
11:15a, Holy Eucharist
12:00 African Fellowship
6:00p, Evening Prayer

4
N.E.E.D. Food Collection
8:00a, Parish Breakfast
(Brotherhood of St. Andrew)
6:00p, Epiphany Pageant

11
8:00a, Parish Breakfast
(Missions)
10:30a, Confirmation Class

18
8:00a, Parish Breakfast
(Missions)

25
ST. VINCENT’S DAY
8:00a, Parish Breakfast
(Missions)
7:30a, Holy Eucharist
9:00a, Choral Eucharist
10:30a, Annual Parish
Meeting
11:15a, Holy Eucharist in
the Chapel
12:00n, Parish Meeting
Lunch

27
Clergy Retreat

20
SVS Open House

13
6:00p, School Board
7:00p, DOK

6
EPIPHANY

6:30a, Holy Eucharist
9:00a, Morning Prayer
5:00p, Evening Prayer

Tue

28
Clergy Retreat

21

14

7

7:45a, Morning Prayer
8:40a, Holy Eucharist
10:00a, Dean’s Bible
Study
5:15p, Youth Choir
6:00p, Rosary Guild
6:00p, PALS/AYC
7:15p, Choir Rehearsal

Wed

29
Clergy Retreat

22

15
DEACON DEADLINE

30
Women’s Retreat

23

16
7:00p, Astute
Anglicans
Men’s Conference, Ss. Peter/
Paul

9

2

1
NEW YEAR’S DAY
8

9:00a, Morning
Prayer
9:30a, Mom to
Mom Bible Study

Fri

9:00a, Morning Prayer
12:00n, Little Deacon
Deadline
6:40p, Evening Prayer
7:00p, Holy Eucharist

Thu

31
Women’s Retreat

24

17
Men’s Conference, Ss.
Peter/Paul

10
Altar Guild Brunch

3

8:00a, Confession
8:40a, Morning Prayer
9:00a, Holy Eucharist with
Weekly Healing Service

Sat
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Clergy
The Right. Rev. Jack Leo Iker
SSC, D.D., OL, Ben., Bishop III of Fort Worth
The Right Rev. William C. Wantland
SSC, Assisting Bishop
The Very Rev. Ryan S. Reed, SSC, Dean
The Rev. Richard A. Cantrell, SSC, Assistant
The Rev. Alan S. Horton, Assistant
The Rev. John S. Kalimi, Vicar, African Fellowship
The Rev. Quintin G. Morrow, Assistant
The Rev. Kerwin K. Wade, Deacon

Sunday

Morning Prayer .......................................... 7:05am
Holy Eucharist ........................................... 7:30am
Choral Eucharist ........................................ 9:00am
Christian Education ..................... 10:20-11:05am
Holy Eucharist ......................................... 11:15am
African Fellowship Service ....................12:00pm
................................................. (St. Mary’s Chapel)
Evening Prayer ........................................... 6:00pm
Evensong is offered on select Sunday evenings at 6:00pm
All weekday services take place in St. Mary’s Chapel

Administration
Alissa Davis
Barbara Marquart Burton

Director of Music & Organist
Director of Music & Organist,
Emerita
Jennifer Pinney Cathedral & School Business Administrator
Donna Baker
Administrative Assistant /Receptionist
Terah Johnson
Director of Christian Education
Jennifer Loafman
Director of Youth Ministries
Jana Engelmann
Head of School

Vestry

Weekday
Holy Eucharist
Tuesday ....................................................... 6:30am
Wednesday .................................................. 9:00am
Thursday ..................................................... 7:00pm
Saturday (Healing Service) ....................... 9:00am
Confession
Saturdays .................................... 8:00a.m.-8:30a.m
............................................... (or by appointment)

Mrs. Beth Fain Sr. Warden
David Johnson, Jr Warden
§ Mrs. Keal Cleveland, Treasurer § Don Bendure, Clerk
Robert Boyer
Tom Brooks
Cyrus Campbell

Mark Cleveland Scot Richardson
Warren Jackson Carl Semler
Tom Parham
Scott Swann
Chris Webb

§ appointed position

St. Vincent’s uses the 1979 Book of Common Prayer as its standard form of worship
Non-Profit Org.
Permit No. 58
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