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Commitment Sunday 

Over 90 households had pledge cards in by Commitment 
Sunday. That is one of our best responses ever. But what 
really counts for putting together a stable budget for next 
year is the total number of households. If you have not turned 
in a pledge card, please pray about what you can do next year 
to support the work and ministry of St. Vincent‘s. Pledge 
cards can be turned in to the collection plates on Sunday or 
mailed into the parish office. 

New Primate & Bishop 

The Province of the Southern Cone has a new archbishop and 
the Diocese of Northern Malawi has a new bishop. Please 
keep Archbishop Tito (the Bishop of Chile) and Bishop Fanuel 
(former Dean of St. Peter‘s Cathedral, Likoma Island) in your 
prayers. 

 

 

Christmas Services 

Christmas Eve Services are on Friday, December 24th at: 

 5:00 p.m. 

 7:30 p.m. 

 11:00 p.m. 

A Mass on Christmas Day, Saturday, will take place at 10:00 
a.m. with sermon and hymns. 

Sunday morning, December 26th, we will celebrate the First 
Sunday of Christmas with a 7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. Mass in 
the church. 
*****PLEASE NOTE:  the 11:30 a.m. Mass will be held in 
St. Mary‘s that day. 

Mission Teams 

Thank you for your prayers for our mission teams to La Gran 
Familia in Mexico and to the Pursat Province of Cambodia. 
We are looking into a summer mission for youth to help a 
new congregation of our diocese in Houston, as well as addi-
tional trips to both Mexico and Cambodia. If you want to be 
part of the mission work, please speak to one of the clergy or 
to Barbara Hautenan who chairs our Mission Committee. 

St. Vincent’s School 

We have done a good job of rebuilding the lower end of our 
school the last two years. We need to continue this trend. If 
you know neighbors or co-workers looking for a preschool, 
please refer them to Mrs. Donna Thornton. As a reminder, 
our school has classes for 2 year olds through 8th grade. 

St. Vincent’s School Annual Fund 

Finally, through the leadership of our Parent Teacher Club, 
our school exceeded its Annual Fund goal with nearly 
$29,000 in donations on October 9th. This is the first year in 
memory that we have met our goal during the first semester 
of school. We are still receiving gifts for the Annual Fund if 
you would like to directly support the operation of the school 
and receive a tax deduction at the same time. 

Most Reverend Hector ‗Tito‘ Zavala 

Rt. Reverend Fanuel Emmanuel Chioko Magangani 
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Upcoming Events 
December 5th: 

 Jesse Tree at 10:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall 

December 24th: 

 Christmas Eve Family service at 5:00 p.m. 

December 26th: 

 Epiphany Pageant Practice 

TBA: 

 One evening Epiphany Pageant practice 

St. Vincent’s Parish Advent 

Quiet Day 
Need a break from all the hustle and bustle of Christmas do-
ings? How about a way to remember what Christmas is really 
about? We have just the thing for you and your family … a 
quiet and reflective morning apart from all the commercial 
hoopla that has become Christmas, a spiritual oasis in the 
midst of secular chaos. 

On Saturday, December 11, 2010, St. Vincent‘s Parish 
Quiet Day begins with Eucharist at 9:00 a.m. (includes Unc-
tion). Breakfast (it‘s gonna be good), provided by the Daugh-
ters of the King, will be at 9:30 a.m. Meditations will begin 
around 10:00 a.m. 

Cathy McCue from St. Matthias‘s, Dallas, will lead us.  
Cathy is an ―old hat‖ at leading quiet days and retreats and we 
are very fortunate to have her lead our Quiet Day. Cathy will 
lead us on ―The Gift.‖ That is, God‘s gift to us of his Son and 
our gift to Him in living our lives according to His plan. 
Meditations will center on the scriptural prophesies and ful-
fillment of Jesus‘ birth, His return to earth and His coming 
into our lives, and our need for Him to be in our lives. 

This is a parish Quiet Day. Everyone is welcome. Children, 
Jr. High and up are encouraged to participate. 

You may return to the cash registers and Santa bells of the 
shopping world by 12:30 p.m., when we will be finished. 

A nursery will be provided if there is a need. Contact the 
parish office for nursery info. 

Oh, yes … each participant should bring an empty, un-
wrapped gift box, the size is your choice. You can only find 
out why at the St. Vincent‘s Parish Quiet Day on December 
11th! 

Christmas Message 
It is hard to believe we are rapidly approaching Christmas 
once again! And by the time we purchase all of the gifts, pre-
pare the food, and attend numerous gatherings, it will be 
upon us. As we prepare physically, let us also prepare spiritu-
ally for this joyous occasion. For it truly is a season of great 
celebration. It is a season that we celebrate with close friends 
and family through fellowship with one another. And despite 
all of the delightful foods and gifts, it is through such fellow-
ship that the joy of Christmas is truly found. 

And this desire and joy is one that originates from God him-
self. He purposed for us to be in fellowship with him. Yet, 
due to sin, this relationship was broken. And for the sake of 
his love for us he sent his Son into the world. He sent Jesus 
that we might once again be in relationship with him. 

As Gregory of Nazianzus wrote many years ago: 

This is the solemnity we are celebrating...the arrival 
of God among us, so that we might go to God—or 
precisely, return to God. So that stripping off our 
old humanity we might put on the new; for as in 
Adam we were dead, so in Christ we become alive: 
we are born with him, and we rise again with him. 

This is the reason for our joy and celebration. We rejoice in 
the hope we possess through Christ‘s coming to us, and we 
await being reunited with him forever upon his return. As we 
delight in gathering with those we love this season, may we 
ever keep in mind the delight that God finds in his love for us. 

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon 
him, bless you in this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, 
and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen. 

~ Fr. Andrew Petta 

Future Changes to our Online 

Directory 
Early in 2011, Instant Church Directory Online, which we 
use for creating and maintaining our church directory, will 
update their software to permit including birthdates in the 
parish directory. Birthdates will be in a separate section in the 
directory and appear similar to the way we publish them cur-
rently in The Deacon each month. Once this new feature is 
available to us, we plan to discontinue publishing birthdays in 
The Deacon each month. 
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St. Vincent’s Women’s Fellow-

ship Angel of Giving 
St. Vincent‘s Women‘s Fellowship is organizing 
its annual Angel of Giving program to provide 
Christmas gifts and food for needy families in our 
community.  Gift and food request cards along 
with detailed instructions will be available on 

Sundays in November beginning November 14th and continu-
ing until December 12th.  Delivery to families will be on De-
cember 19th.  

e-Mail Addresses & Cell Phones 
Our policy has been that we publish only home phone num-

bers in the parish directory. In addition, we have not included 

e-mail addresses for privacy reasons.  Based on a number of 

requests to do so, we have decided to include e-mail ad-

dresses and cell phone numbers in the directory on a VOL-

UNTARY basis.  Please remember the online directory is 

password protected so this information is not readily available 

to anyone outside the parish.  If you would like to have your 

cell phone numbers and email addresses included in the Parish 

Online Directory, please send the information to Ron Turner 

at stvcdeacon@yahoo.com or call 817-919-9044. 

Christmas Card Collection 
Daughters of the King are collecting religious Christmas cards 
for missionaries in other countries to be used as a tool in 
spreading Jesus‘ love. When you are through enjoying the 
beautiful cards you receive this year, please cut off the front 
picture. These should be religious only, no Santas or rein-
deer, please. A box will be in the Narthex after Christmas for 
the cards.  Thanks for your help. 

Prayer Bear Ministry 
The Prayer Bear Ministry will 
be collecting will be collecting 
new Teddy Bears, for sick chil-
dren at Cook Medical Center, 
on Sunday, December 12th and 
19th. As mentioned in the past, 
the children adore the bears and 
feel special that people they do 
not know are thinking about 
them. Several of our members 

pray weekly for the children.  

If you are interested, you may pick up a prayer list on Sun-
days in the Narthex. You will find the list on the table facing 
the outside doors. New lists are put out weekly. For any 
questions, contact Beverly or Angie Ulmer at 817-429-6403 
or 817-654-2604. 

St. Vincent’s School 

Lessons and Carols 
Thursday, December 9, 2010 

6:30 p.m. 

Please join us as we celebrate the holiday season of Advent. 
Ms. Susie Fergus will direct students from Kindergarten 
through 7th grade as they lead in worship. They will be ac-
companied by Mrs. Barbara Burton. A reception will follow 
in the Parish Hall. 

The Cathedral and Youth Choirs will present the annual Ad-
vent Festival of Lessons & Carols on Sunday, December 5, at 
6:00 p.m., with lessons read by representatives of St. Vin-
cent‘s ministries. This service gathers together many of the 
themes of Advent found in Old Testament scripture lessons, 
leading up to the miracle of Christmas. The congregation 
joins in singing our favorite Advent hymns. The service re-
sembles a mini-course in all things Advent, wrapped up in a 
most attractive package! 

The service of Nine Lessons with Carols was first drawn up 
by Archbishop Benson when he was Bishop of Truro for use 
in that Cathedral. It was later simplified and modified for use 
in King‘s College Chapel, Cambridge, in 1918 by its then 
Dean, the Very Rev. Eric Milner-White. It was drawn up as a 
Christmas service, but the need for an Advent Carol Service 
soon became apparent, though there was no generally ac-
cepted form of service. In 1970, the Rev. David Edwards, 
Dean of King‘s College, drew up the order of service that we 
use, and wrote the Bidding Prayer. The many recordings of 
the service made on vinyl by the King‘s College Choir, and 
the annual telecasts from the chapel, have made it one of the 
most popular and widely-accepted observances of the season 
among Anglicans and other Christians. 

mailto:stvcdeacon@yahoo.com
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Class Schedule: 
 

Sunday 

More Than a Carpenter, Parish Hall (Dean Reed and 

Fr. Petta) ................................................. 10:30am 

Messianic Prophecies in the Old Testament, Room N8 

in North Hall (Fr. Foster) ....................... 10:30am 

Basic Christianity Class, Library (Fr. Cantrell) 

[postponed until January 2011] .............. 10:45am 

Order of St. Luke Study, Parlor .............. 11:30am 

 

Tuesday 

Men’s Bible Study (follows Holy Eucharist at 6:30am)

 ................................................................ 7:00am 

 

Wednesday 

Dean’s Bible Study ................................. 10:00am 

Women’s Bible Study on Jonah ............. 6:15pm 

 

Thursday 

Christianity in the Movies, Library (Fr. Foster)

 ................................................................ 7:30pm 

Healing Services 
Weekly Healing Services are every Saturday at 9:00 a.m. in 
St. Mary‘s Chapel. 

Benedictine Community 
In January, St. Vincent‘s would like to offer the beginning of 
a Benedictine Community. 

For St. Benedict, community 
was not simply the place where 
one seeks God but its vital 
means. It has been said that his 
genius was to situate the indi-
vidual search for God within a 
communal context that shaped 
as well as supported the quest. 
The well-balanced Rule of St. 
Benedict has sustained over 
1,500 years of Benedictine 
monasteries around the world 
and is centered on the Gospel. 

Our group will attempt to 
learn ways to apply this Rule 
into our 21st century secular lives and to form a Benedictine 
community group one night a month. We would gather for 
the service of Vespers, enjoy dinner, study a chapter of the 
Rule, and end with Compline and the Salve Regina. This 
group would be ecumenical and all will be welcome. As the 
Rule states: “All guests are to be welcomed as Christ.” 

The first step in the Benedictine Community is a daily atten-
tiveness to God, listening through prayer and the Scriptures, 
guided by the Rule and the spiritual tradition that has grown 
out of it. Benedict writes that God is waiting for each person 
to stop running and to listen:  ―once you have done this, my 
eyes will be upon you and my ears will listen for your 
prayers; and even before you ask me, I will say to you, here I 
am.‖ This simple commitment is what begins every person‘s 
living of the Benedictine Way and a whole new experience of 
life. 

A Benedictine Community group is usually composed of a 
number of participants who form a Chapter. The group is led 
or chaired by a Prior. 

While the format and size of groups may vary substantially, 
every Benedictine community should seek to be a spiritual 
haven, a place of hospitality and stability, a place of opportu-
nity for strengthening reflection and meditation in the Bene-
dictine tradition. 

 

The Prior, in cooperation  with members, should 
aim to establish and sustain a comfortable format for 
the group. Members of the group should become 
familiar with the Rule of St. Benedict and the writ-
ings of the Benedictine tradition. Members should 
help and encourage one another in exploring and 
applying the Rule and Benedictine writings through 
study and discussions at meetings. Sharing insights 
through study and work, and listening to God in 
community and private prayer are all integral parts 
of the Benedictine Way for every member. 

Participants in the Benedictine Way may find it useful to be-
come familiar with a monastery in the Benedictine tradition. 
Becoming a Benedictine oblate (or associate) of a monastery 
gives many the opportunity for a monastic spiritual home and 
lifetime source of spiritual growth. 
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Advent Wreath Prayers and 

Scripture Readings 
The Advent Wreath is a tradition of Advent, the Christian 
season immediately preceding Christmas. The Advent 
Wreath, which includes prayers and Bible readings associated 
with Advent, is a popular tradition and often used in homes 
and in churches. 

The Advent wreath was likely first used as a Christian devo-
tion in the Middle Ages. The design was borrowed from the 
customs of pre-Christian peoples, who used candles and 
greenery as symbols during the dark and dead winter, to rep-
resent light and life. The Advent Wreath is a circular ever-
green wreath with four or five candles, three purple, one 
rose, and (if you use the five-candle model), one white one 
for Christmas Day. If used, the white candle is placed in the 
center. Some Protestant traditions have been using 4 blue 
candles recently. However, Catholics still use the traditional 
colors because they dually symbolize both royalty and peni-
tence, two important Advent themes. A wreath may be hand-
crafted of real or artificial materials, or may be purchased at 
craft and candle stores. The candles symbolize the light of 
Christ coming into the world. The evergreen symbolizes re-
newal in Christ, the kind of renewal hoped for by those be-
fore Christ's first coming, and the ultimate renewal we long 
for in Christ's second coming. The circular shape symbolizes 
the completeness of God. It is likely the symbolism came 
after the actual wreath was conceived of, but that does not 
detract from the power of the symbols. 

The candle colors are derived from the traditional liturgical 
colors of Advent and Christmas, purple and white respec-
tively. The rose color likely is derived from an old Catholic 
custom of wearing rose colored vestments on the third Sun-
day in Advent (and fourth Sunday in Lent), called Gaudete 
Sunday, i.e. "Rejoice" Sunday. Each candle is first lit on the 
appropriate Sunday of Advent, and then the candles may be 
lit each day as a part of the individual or family's daily prayers. 
Certain candles have been given various names.  

Some systems name the candle as follows: 
Candle 1. Hope (purple) 
Candle 2. Peace (purple) 
Candle 3. Joy (rose; the corresponding Sunday is "Gaudete 
Sunday") 
Candle 4. Love (purple) 
Candle 5. Christ (white)  

Since the Advent Wreath is a devotion, there are a variety of 
ways to make use of it, and we encourage you to develop 
your own customs and prayers if you wish, based in Scripture 
and Church Tradition. The service we provide below is a 
good guide to get you started, and can be expanded upon. 
You may choose to light the wreath only on Sundays, how-
ever some families light the wreath daily to more fully cele-
brate Advent. Many Catholics and non-Catholics like to get 
their wreaths blessed by a priest before using them.   

First Sunday and Week of Advent 
 
Blessing for the Advent Wreath (by laypersons): 
O God, by whose word all things are sanctified, pour forth 
thy blessing upon this wreath and grant that we who use it 
may prepare our hearts for the Coming of Christ, and may 
receive from thee abundant graces. Through Christ Our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Directions 
Light the first purple candle 
 
Prayer: 
Stir up thy power, O Lord, and come, that by thy protection 
we may be rescued from the dangers that beset us through 
our sins; and be a Redeemer to deliver us; Who livest and 
reignest with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
ever one God, world without end. Amen. 
 
Scriptures: 
Isaiah 11:1-10 
Luke: 1:26-38 
Isaiah 7:10-14 
Matthew 1:18-24  

 
Second Sunday and Week of Advent 
 
Directions 
Light the 1st purple candle (repeat first week's prayer) 
Light the 2nd purple candle 
 
Prayer: 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the paths of thine Only
-begotten Son: that we may worthily serve thee with hearts 
purified by His coming: Who livest and reignest with God the 
Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
Scriptures: 
Micah 5:2 
Matthew 2:1-2, 9-11 
Isaiah 2:1-5 
Matthew 3:1-6 
 
(continued on  
page 12) 

http://www.churchyear.net/lent.html
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St. Vincent's Cathedral Church  

October 2010 

 Actual Budget Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Income      

Pre-Paid 
Pledges 

$ - $ - $30,120 $30,120 $  - 

Pledges $51,738 $49,308 $491,302 $493,083 $(1,781) 

Non-budgeted 
Pledges 

$- $ - $20,000 $ - $20,000 

Plate (cash) & 
other 

$1,417 $1,025 $13,942 $10,250 $3,692 

Sub-Total $53,155 $50,333 $555,364 $533,454 $21,911 

      

Loose checks 
(non-pledge) 

$5,964 $5,833 $43,734 $58,333 $(14,600) 

Designated Do-
nations 

$2,230 $425 $10,770 $4,245 $6,525 

Sub-Total $8,194 $6,258 $54,504 $62,578 $(8,074) 

      

Total $61,349 $56,591 $609,868 $596,032 $13,837 

Pledges are improving as we enter the Fall. Pledge statements went out recently and that will remind givers where they are with their 
pledge and, if behind, hopefully will catch up. Commitment Sunday was just last Sunday [ed.: November 14th] and we‘re seeing a 
good response. There are new families pledging and there is also a slight increase in pledges over the prior year. I cannot over-
emphasize the importance of this year‘s pledge commitments. There is so much we need to do, but first, each of us  must in our 
hearts, work toward truly pledging 10%. You can‘t do it overnight—it takes time, prayer, and commitment. Do turn in your pledge 
commitments. We need that to prepare the 2011 Budget. We must rebuild our cash reserves and fund critical projects. 

Again, in addition to your treasure, St. Vincent‘s needs your time and skills. To really know St. Vincent‘s, you have to be involved. 
Find a project or organization and get involved. Start small and it will grow and you will be blessed. 

The School continues to do well. We‘re prayerful that the school will pick up some additional students in December. Ken Monk is 
doing an outstanding job as the new Headmaster. 

The 28th Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth was this past weekend [ed.: November 13th]. It was unevent-
ful—which is really good, given some  of the  past challenges we‘ve had. It makes me very proud to be part of this Diocese and to see 
and hear about all the programs and projects we‘re doing. Continue to pray for our Diocese and Bishop Iker and for St. Vincent‘s and 
Dean Reed. Look for more information on our website about the Convention. 

Our goal is to Make Jesus Christ Known In All That We Do! 

~ Charles Dowden 
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Friday, December 17th, 7:00 p.m. 

At the home of Jerry & Polly Post 

Bring finger foods:  Appetizers or Dessert 

Please call 817-571-0963 to let us know you will be 
there. 

Visit our website 

at  

www.stvc.org 

CD 

Ministry   

Table 
 

Did you know that we offer our Sunday Services on 
compact disc?  These can be found in the Narthex on a 
table near the Nursery entrance.  We also offer CDs 
of Special Celebrations, Adult Forum, Basic Christian-
ity and Select Classes. 

Flower  

Calendar 
Just a reminder to all who have 
donated altar flowers during the 
year and have not paid the $40 
donation!  Checks are made 
payable to St. Vincent‘s, marked FLOWERS, on the check. 

FOOD COLLECTION 

SUNDAY,  

December 5th 
 

N.E.E.D. (Northeast Emergency Distri-
bution) needs your help, especially food 
items such as peanut butter, canned 
meats, canned vegetables, etc. There will 
be a special collection the first Sunday of 
each month. Please place your donations 
in the "Green N.E.E.D. Box" in the 

courtyard outside the narthex doors. 

N.E.E.D.  is an outreach service supported by over 50 
churches in Northeast Tarrant County and supplies  food, 
clothing and other short term necessities for the needy.  

Acolyte 

Training 
Acolyte training will be 
held on December 5th, 
right after the 11:30 a.m. 
service for those inter-
ested in becoming aco-
lytes and refresher train-
ing for those already 
serving. For those inter-
ested in becoming acolytes, you must be in 5th grade, a bap-
tized member of St. Vincent‘s Cathedral, and receive com-
munion. We will meet in the church for training and then 
have pizza afterwards. Please contact Scott Swann at 817-307
-9082 or scottandginaswann@sbcglobal.net for more infor-
mation. 

Diocesan Legal Defense Fund 
Rather than depend on just a few families to cover the costs of 
the litigation against the diocese, it is hoped that each con-
cerned member of the Diocese will want to contribute to these 
rising expenses at this time. Thank you for your consideration 
of this important need, as well as your prayers. 

Blessings, Bishop Iker 

To send support to the Diocesan Legal Defense Fund, please make 
checks out to: Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth (Be sure to put Att: Rt. 
Rev. Iker in lower left corner of any check) Mail to: Episcopal Diocese 
of Fort Worth, 2900 Alemeda St., Fort Worth, TX 76018 

mailto:scottandginaswann@sbcglobal.net
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Transfer In: 
 

Uchechukwu Odunze, Caroline Onweagba & Nathlie 
Chidiogo 

 
Corey Hall 

St. Barnabas, Keller 
 

William ‘Tex’, Jeanine, & Chelsea Chapman 
St. Alban‘s, Arlington 

 

Married: 
 

Sarah Tune & James Lassen 
October 30, 2010 

 

Baptism: 
 

Audrey Leonor Shepherd 
November 7, 2010 

Report on Diocesan Convention 
On Friday and Saturday, November 12 & 13, the Diocese of 
Fort Worth held its 28th annual convention with 59 clergy and 
100 elected lay delegates making their way to the Will Rogers 
Convention Center in Fort Worth. The Convention began with 
the Eucharist at The Church of the Holy Apostles on Friday 
night. Our Assisting Bishop William Wantland was the preacher 
and the Bishop of Peru, The Right Reverend H. William God-
frey, represented the Province of the Southern Cone with 
which our diocese is aligned. 

The work of the convention consisted of welcoming of clergy 
new to the diocese this year (including our own Fr. Petta), the 
Bishop‘s address, elections to replace members rotating off 
boards and committees, reports, financial business and greet-
ings. 

In a very unusual turn of events, Bishop Iker and his wife, 
Donna, were at home sick with the flu and could not attend. 
The business meeting was presided over by the chair of the 
Standing Committee of the Diocese, Fr. Christopher Cantrell 
(son of our own Fr. Richard Cantrell). Bishop Iker‘s address 
was read aloud and reflected on the theme, ―The Lord has done 
great things for us and we are glad indeed.‖ (Psalm 126) The 
Bishop reminded us that ―it is not about us; it is all about Him‖ 
and said that in times of trouble when we are tempted to focus 
on ourselves, the faithful response should be to let go and let 
God. We as a Diocese are richly blessed with a good supply of 
clergy and lay leadership. Hispanic ministry is growing locally 
and remotely (Santa Cruz mission station in Houston has joined 
the Diocese) and emphasis on youth has resulted in the appoint-
ment of Liz Jordan (wife of our own Fr. John Jordan) as Coor-
dinator of Youth Ministries. We should increase our focus on 
being a missionary church and support the work with Northern 
Mexico, Northern Malawi, and Cambodia, as well as Anglican 
organizations such as the Anglican Relief and Development 
Fund. He encouraged everyone to come to St. Vincent on Feb-
ruary 25 & 26 for the Bishop‘s Conference on Mission. On the 
matter of the law suits, he thanked everyone who has contrib-
uted to the Legal Defense Fund and speculated that the judg-
ments and appeals could stretch out for another two to four 
years. He encouraged all to pray for God to provide funds and 
to prevail. 

Bishop Godfrey reported on activities in the Province of the 
Southern Cone, including strengthening what they already have 
and preparing new leaders through emerging theological educa-
tion using on-line technology to reach remote parts of Peru. He 
explained the way their congregations spread by having each 
hub church sponsor many small house churches and mission 
stations beyond its immediate reach. He concluded his remarks 
by inviting everyone to come to Peru and work for Our Lord. 

 

In other business, Fr. Scott Wooten and Mr. Larry Votto 
were elected to the Standing Committee, and Fr. Jay Atwood 
was elected to the Ecclesiastical Trial Court. At Camp Cru-
cis, more and more conferences, retreats, and horse-riding 
activities are happening and more volunteers are needed. 
Other reports were given on activities including risk manage-
ment, Exodus International, and Christian educational re-
sources. The convention voted on changes to the canons con-
cerning ownership of property by congregations belong to the 
Diocese and voted on the second reading for changes to the 
constitution of the Diocese regarding sending delegates to 
other ecclesiastical meetings and also removing remaining 
references to The Episcopal Church that no longer apply. An 
annual budget of $1,800.000 was approved. 

Fr. William Crary was honored by being made a Canon 
Emeritus of the Diocese. Fr. Crary will be retiring early next 
year. 

Workers in the exhibits area from St. Vincent‘s included Bar-
bara Hautanen for the World Mission Committee, Ron 
Turner and David Johnson for the Vergers‘ Guild and Don 
and Judy Bartko for St. Mary‘s Rosary Guild. 

~ Robert Boyer 
Delegate 
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The Deacon is a monthly publication of St. Vincent‘s Cathe-
dral in the Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth.  ©2010  All 
rights reserved.  Comments, suggestions and offers to vol-
unteer on future issues are encouraged. 

Editor:  Ron Turner, stvcdeacon@yahoo.com 

Publisher:  The Very Rev. Ryan S. Reed, SSC, Dean of 
St. Vincent‘s Cathedral 

St. Vincent’s Cathedral 
1300 Forest Ridge Drive 
Bedford, Texas 76022 
Telephone:  817-354-7911 
www.stvc.org 

Online Parish Directory 
The Online Parish Directory is updated with all family infor-
mation and portraits done in August.  The Directory is 
password protected.  If you do not have the password, 
please contact the parish office. 

Please do not share the password with anyone outside your 
own family. 

The directory is constantly updated by the administrator.  
Check it online frequently for updates. 

 

Please send all corrections/additions/deletions to the 
Online Parish Directory to Ron Turner at: 

stvcdeacon@sves.org or call 817-919-9044. 

December 15th 

During World War I in 1914 and 1915, an 
unofficial Christmas truce took place, par-
ticularly between British and German 
troops. The truce began on Christmas Eve, 
December 24, 1914, when German troops 
began decorating the area around their 
trenches in the region of Ypres, Belgium, 
for Christmas. They began by placing can-
dles on trees, then continued the celebra-
tion by singing Christmas carols, most no-
tably Stille Nacht (Silent Night). The British 
troops in the trenches across from them 
responded by singing English carols. The 
two sides shouted Christmas greetings to 
each other. Soon thereafter, there were 
calls for visits across the ―No Man‘s Land‖ 
where small gifts were exchanged. The 
truce also allowed a breathing spell where 
recently-fallen soldiers could be brought 
back behind their lines by burial parties. 
Funerals took place as soldiers from both 
sides mourned the dead together and paid 
their respects. At one funeral in No Man‘s 
Land, solders from both sides gathered and 
read a passage from Psalm 23. The truce 
occurred in spite of opposition at higher 
levels of the military command. Earlier, a 
call by Pope Benedict XV for an official 
truce between the warring governments 
had been ignored. 
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Have we joined a different de-

nomination? 
One of the allegations in the numerous lawsuits brought 
against us by the other side is the constant claim that ―Iker left 
the Church and joined another denomination.‖ There are 
several problems with this, of course, beginning with the 
point that ―the church‖ is a much, much greater reality than 
the Protestant Episcopal Church  in the United States of 
America (sometimes called TEC for short). Add to this the 
fact that it was the Diocese of Fort Worth that left TEC (by a 
vast 80% majority vote at two successive diocesan conven-
tions), not just me as the Bishop. I don‘t even have a vote at 
diocesan convention! And the third, we did not vote to join 
another denomination, but to realign with another jurisdic-
tion of the worldwide Anglican Communion—the Province 
of the Southern Cone. However you cut it, we are still Angli-
cans or Episcopalians—two different words used for the same 
denomination all over the world. 

As you are aware, TEC is an autonomous Province of the 
Anglican Communion, as is the Province of the Southern 
Cone. All 38 Provinces of the Communion share a common 
Anglican heritage and officially recognize the holy orders and 
sacraments of all the other Provinces (that is, we are in com-
munion with one another). Just as TEC has dioceses in Cen-
tral and South America (Honduras, Central Ecuador, Littoral 
Ecuador, Columbia, Venezuela, and others), so does the 
Southern Cone have recognized dioceses in North America 
(San Joaquin, Quincy, Pittsburgh and Fort Worth). We did 
not join another denomination; we realigned with another 
Province of the Communion. 

In Scotland, we are called Episcopalians. In England, we are 
called Anglicans. Likewise, in Canada, the term is Anglican, 
while in the States, the term is Episcopalian. All are members 
of the same church family, holding a common faith and order. 
In border areas of these countries, church signs often have the 
wording that says ―Anglican/Episcopalian.‖ It means the same 
thing. Not long ago I saw the sign out front of St. James 
Church, Piccadilly, in London that used this exact phrase to 
describe their affiliation as a parish of the Church of England. 

In addition, as you go around the world, you find that TEC is 
not the only Province calling itself The Episcopal Church. 
The name is used in the Sudan, the Province of Jerusalem and 
the Middle East, Scotland, Cuba, and the Philippines, just to 
name a few. It simply will not do for TEC to try to claim 
ownership and exclusive rights to the name ―Episcopal‖! 

Denominational lines in Christendom are much wider than 
our adversaries seem to recognize. On a global basis, denomi-
nations are broad families of Christians who come from vari-
ous historic traditions, based on common beliefs and prac-
tices. There are Baptists, Methodists, Lutherans, Presbyteri-
ans, and so on, but within each of these groups there are a 
number of different jurisdictions. So let us say it once again: 

We have not joined another denomination, but remain part of 
the Anglican/Episcopalian denomination. 

Let‘s further illustrate this point by looking at some key legal, 
church documents pertaining to all of this. The Preamble of 
TEC‘s Constitution say: 

The Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of 
America, otherwise known as The Episcopal Church 
(which name is hereby recognized as also designating the 
Church), is a constituent member fo the Anglican Com-
munion, a Fellowship within the One, Holy, Catholic, 
and Apostolic Church, of those duly constituted Dioceses, 
Provinces, and regional Churches in communion with the 
See of Canterbury, upholding and propagating the historic 
Faith and Order as set forth in the Book of Common 
Prayer. 

Article I of our own Constitution of the Diocese of Fort 
Worth on ―Anglican Identity‖ states: 

The Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth is a constituent 
member of the Anglican Communion, a Fellowship 
within the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, 
consisting of those duly constituted Dioceses, Provinces, 
and regional churches in communion with the See of Can-
terbury, upholding and propagating the historic Faith and 
Order as set forth in the Old and New Testaments and 
expressed in the Book of Common Prayer. 

The Province of the Southern Cone has a similar statement in 
its Constitution: 

The Anglican Church of the Southern Cone is established 
as a Province of the Anglican Communion, a branch  of 
the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church which 
professes the historic Faith and Order as contained in the 
Holy Scriptures, to conserve the Doctrine, Sacraments, 
Ministry and Discipline of the Anglican Church and as 
observed in the Book of Common Prayer and the admini-
stration of the Sacraments and other Rites and Ceremo-
nies, in the form and manner of Consecration, Ordination 
or Institution of Bishops, Presbyters and Deacons and the 
Articles of Religion maintains the ecclesiastical unity of 
the Dioceses and Provinces legitimately established and 
that are in communion with the See of Canterbury. 

Before the ―recent unpleasantness,‖ clergy and laity trans-
ferred freely from one Province to the other—bishops in-
cluded—as circumstances required. Since our realignment in 
2008, we continue to use the same Prayer Book, and Hym-
nal, buildings and polity, just as we did before. Who we are 
has not changed! Many of our people still call themselves 
Episcopalians—just not the kind that follow the innovations 
of the General Convention Church. 

The churches of this diocese assert that we have ―left‖ no one. 
They remain member churches in union with the Bishop and 
Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth, founded 
in 1982. All that our Diocese has done, acting by and through 
its duly constituted Annual Convention, is to amend our own 
[continued on next page] 
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Constitution and Canons in accordance with the procedures 
set forth in the governing documents of the Diocese. 

And likewise, our diocesan church property has not gone and 
is not going anywhere! It remains in the name of the Diocesan  
Corporations, just as it has since the beginning, for the use of 
our congregations. The question being litigated right now is 
going to be whether TEC determines the identity of the per-
son elected to govern the Corporation and the Diocese, or 
whether this Diocese, pursuant to our Constitution and Can-
ons, makes that determination. 

It is clear from the above that both charity and truth require 
our adversaries to stop this silly little game of accusation that 
we ―have left the Church.‖ Our time would be better spent 
praying for the unity of the Church of Jesus Christ than cast-
ing stones across our divisions. 

The Rt. Rev. Jack Leo Iker 
Bishop of Fort Worth

Advent Wreath Prayers and 

Scripture Readings (continued) 
Third Sunday and Week of Advent 
 
Directions 
Light the 1st purple candle (repeat 1st week's prayer) 
Light the 2nd purple candle (repeat 2nd week's prayer) 
Light the rose candle 
 
Prayer: 
We beseech thee to listen to our prayers, O Lord, and by the 
grace of thy coming enlighten our darkened minds: Thou who 
livest and reignest with God the Father in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Scriptures: 
Isaiah 9:6-7 
John 1:19-34 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
Philippians 2:1-11 
 
Fourth Sunday and Week of Advent 
 
Directions 
Light the 1st purple candle (repeat 1st week's prayer) 
Light the 2nd purple candle (repeat 2nd week's prayer) 
Light the rose candle (repeat 3rd week's prayer) 
Light the 4th purple candle 
 

Prayer: 
Pour forth thy power, O Lord, and come: Assist us by that 
mighty power, so that by thy grace and merciful kindness we 
may swiftly receive the salvation that our sins impede: Who 
livest and reignest with thee in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
ever one God, world without end. Amen. 
 
Scriptures: 
Malachi 3:1-5 
Romans 8:18-25 
Isaiah 52:7-10 
Revelation 21:1-4 
 
Christmas Day and Christmas Tide 
 
Directions for 5-Candle Wreaths 
Light 4 preceding candles (repeat each week's prayer while 
lighting them) 
Light the center white candle 
 
Directions for 4-Candle Wreaths 
Replace all Advent Candles with White Candles and Light 
 
Prayer: 
God of love, Father of all, the darkness that covered the earth 
has given way to the bright dawn of your Word made flesh. 
Make us a people of this light. Make us faithful to your Word 
that we may bring your life to the waiting world. Grant this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Scriptures: 
Isaiah 9:1-6 
Luke 2:1-20 
John 1:1-18 
Titus 2:11-14 
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December 
   BIRTHDAYS 

December 1 
Skylar Belanger 
Michael Hutchison 

December 2 
Lori Lambert 
Renee Norris 

December 3 
Matthew Abron 
Gillian Swann 

December 4 
Mackenzie Johnson 
Maren Miller 

December 5 
Jill Knight 

December 7 
Susan Carovillano 
Brandi Jones 

December 8 
Jeannie O‘Neil 

December 9 
Joshua Hoffman 

December 10 
Kay Fluitt 

December 11 
Jacob Wilkinson 

December 12 
Judith Bartko 
Paul Howard 

December 13 
Nelson Price 

December 15 
Kathleen Siek 
Beverly Ulmer 

December 16 
Joshua Jeffers 
Martin Miller 

December 17 
Brett Coody 

December 18 
Daniel Angell 
Emma Long 
Kady Turner 

December 19 
Justine Azizieh 
Margaret Cantrell 
George Joseph Milyiori 

December 21 
Bill Green 
Stephanie Green 

December 22 
Sharon Kuykendall 

December 27 
Keith Anderson 
Craig Magnuson 
Sarah Mueller 
Eileen Sandy 

December 29 
Jordan Lambert 

December 30 
Beverly Magnuson 

December 31 
Tomie Craig 
Teddy Gray 
Bill Lindley 
Lynne Shattuck 
Liz Ward 

 
The St. Vincent‘s Middle 
School Student Council in-
vites you to join School 
Chapel for a birthday bless-
ing the Monday or Tuesday 
on or near your birthday. 
Chapel is from 8:05-8:25 
a.m. It‘s a great way to start 
your day! 
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Saints & Feasts 
 

December 1 ~ Charles de Foucauld, Hermit in the Sahara, 1916 
December 3 ~ Francis Xavier, Jesuit Missionary, Apostle of the Indies, 
1152 
December 4 ~ Nicholas Ferrar, Deacon, Founder of the Little Gidding 
Community, 1637 
December 4 ~ John of Damascus, Monk, Teacher of the Faith, c.749 
December 6 ~ Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c.326 
December 7 ~ Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, Teacher of the Faith, 397 
December 8 ~ The Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
December 13 ~ Lucy, Martyr at Syracuse, 304 
December 13 ~ Samuel Johnson, Moralist, 1784 
December 14 ~ John of the Cross, Poet, Teacher of the Faith, 1591 
December 17 ~ O SAPIENTIA 
December 17 ~ Eglantine Jebb, Social Reformer, Founder of ‗Save 
The Children‘, 1928 
December 24 ~ Christmas Eve 
December 25 ~ CHRISTMAS DAY 
December 26 ~ Stephen, Deacon, First Martyr 
December 27 ~ John, Apostle and Evangelist 
December 28 ~ The Holy Innocents 
December 29 ~ Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, Martyr, 1170 
December 31 ~ John Wyclif, Reformer, 1384 

The O Antiphons are Magnificat antiphons used at Vespers of the last seven days of Advent in various liturgical Christian traditions. 

Each antiphon is a name of Christ, one of his attributes mentioned in Scripture. They are: 

 December 17:  O Sapientia (O Wisdom) 

 December 18:  O Adonai (O Adonai) 

 December 19:  O Radix Jesse (O Root of Jesse) 

 December 20:  O Clavis David (O key of David) 

 December 21:  O Oriens (O Dayspring) 

 December 22:  O Rex Gentium (O King of the nations) 

 December 23:  O Emmanuel (O Emmanuel) 

In the Roman Catholic tradition, the O Antiphons are sung or recited at Vespers from December 17 to December 23 inclusive. 

In the Church of England, they have traditionally been used as antiphons to the Magnificat at Evening Prayer during this period, and 
although not printed in the Book of Common Prayer, have long been part of secondary Anglican liturgical sources, such as the English 
Hymnal. More recently, they have found a place in primary liturgical documents throughout the Anglican Communion, including the 
Church of England‘s Common Worship liturgy. 

Use of the O Antiphons also occurs in many Lutheran churches. 

The hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel is a lyrical paraphrase of these antiphons. 

The first letters of the titles taken backward form a Latin acrostic of ―Ero Cras‖ which translates to ―Tomorrow, I will come‖, mirror-
ing the theme of the antiphons. 

~ from Wikipedia 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

  1 
SVS– AOG starts 

2 3 
SVS– St. Nicholas 
Day/ Spirit Day 

4 
10:00a, Anglican 
Meeting: Parish Hall  

5 
Blood Pressure 
Checks  
Angel of Giving 
10:30a, Calendar 
Meeting 
6:00p, Lessons &  
Carols 

6 7 8 
SVWF Advent Gath-
ering 
6:00p, Finance mtg 
(conf.) 

9 
SVS– Lessons & 
Carols 630pm 

10 
SVS– St. Lucia Day 

11 
9:00a-12:30p,  
Advent Quiet Day  

12 
Prayer Bear Collec-
tion 
Angel of Giving 

13 
5:30p, School Com-
mittee mtg (L) 
7:10p, Evening 
Prayer 
7:30p, Vestry mtg 
(L) 

14 
7:00-9:00p, DOK 

15 

Deacon 
Deadline 

16 
SVS– PTC teacher 
lunch- Library 
 
6:30p, ECE Christ-
mas Party: Parish 
Hall 

17 
7:00 p, Astute An-
glicans 

18 

19 
ANGEL OF GIV-
ING DISTRIBU-
TION 
Prayer Bear Collec-
tion 

20 
 

21 22 
Church Office 
closes at 12:00 
noon 

23 
Church Office 
closed all day 

24 
Church Office 
closed all day 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
5:00p, Family Mass 
7:30, Mass 
11:00p, Candlelight 
Mass 

25 

CHRISTMAS 
10:00a, Mass 

26 
7:30a, Mass 
9:00a, Mass 
11:30a, Mass in St. 
Mary‘s Chapel 

27 28 29 30 31  
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Wednesday’s 
Schedule 
10:00am, Dean‘s 
Bible Study 
Choir Practice (Music 
Rm) 

5:15pm - Youth 
7:30pm - Adult 

6:00-8:00pm,  EYC 
(EYC) 
6:15pm, Women‘s 
Bible Study  

Sunday’s  
Schedule 
7:05am, Morning Prayer 
7:30am, Holy Eucharist 
9:00am, Choral Eucharist 
10:30am, Christian Education 
10:30am, Women‘s Bible Study 
10:45am, Basic Christianity (L) 
11:30am, Holy Eucharist 
6:00pm, Evening Prayer 

Tuesday’s  
Schedule 
7:00am, Men‘s Bible 
Study (conf) follow-
ing Holy Eucharist 

Thursday’s 
Schedule 
7:35pm, Fr. Fos-
ter‘s Class (L) 

SVS Christmas Break 20th—31st 

SVS Christmas Break 20th—31st 

Saturday’s  
Schedule 
9:00am, Mass with 
Weekly Healing 
Service 



 

 

Clergy 
 

The Right. Rev. Jack Leo Iker, SSC, Bishop of Fort 
Worth 

The Right Rev. William C. Wantland, Assisting Bishop 
The Very Rev. Ryan S. Reed, SSC, Dean 

The Rev. Canon Richard A. Cantrell, SSC  
The Rev. Canon Randall W.Foster, School Chaplain 

The Rev. Andrew S. Petta, Curate 
The Rev. John Kalimi, African Fellowship 

The  Rev. Kerwin K. Wade, Deacon 

 

Administration 

Barbara M. Burton Music Director & Organist 
YangSun “Sunny” Yu Church Music Intern 
Peter Kane Cathedral & School Business Administrator 
Virginia Butchard Receptionist 
Barbara Wojnicki Facilities Manager  
Ken Monk Head of School 
Dana Holland Ministries Coordinator 

 

Children’s Ministry 
 

Laura West Sunday School Coordinator 
Kris Dickey Children’s Chapel Coordinator 
Carly Cook Nursery Coordinator 
Lynne Shattuck Youth Ministries Coordinator 
 

Vestry 
 

Charles Dowden, Sr. Warden Bob Thornton, Jr Warden 
Chris Webb, Treasurer§ Don Bendure, Clerk§ 
 

Keal Cleveland Jake Hart Rob Shattuck 
Tom Crook Joe Kalbfleisch Scott Siek 
Susan Frey Neil Rogers Don Young 
Chad Haney   
§ non-vestry 

Address Service Requested 

Non-Profit Org. 
Permit No. 58  
US Postage Paid  
Bedford TX 

Sunday 
Morning Prayer .......................................... 7:05am 
Holy Eucharist ........................................... 7:30am 
Choral Eucharist ........................................ 9:00am 
Christian Education ................................ 10:30am  
Holy Eucharist ......................................... 11:30am 
Evening Prayer ........................................... 6:00pm 
Evensong is offered on select Sunday evenings at 6:00pm 

 
All weekday services take place in St. Mary’s Chapel 

 

Weekday 
 

Morning Prayer 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, & 
Friday ........................................................... 9:00am 
Wednesday & Saturday ............................. 8:40am 

 

Holy Eucharist 
Monday, Friday ........................................12:00pm 
Tuesday ....................................................... 6:30am 
Wednesday .................................................. 9:00am 
Thursday ..................................................... 7:00pm 
Saturday ....................................................... 9:00am 
 

Evening Prayer 
Daily (except Thursday)............................ 5:00pm 
Thursday ..................................................... 6:40pm 
 

Confession   
Saturdays .................................... 8:00a.m.-8:30a.m 

     (or by appointment) 
 
 

St. Vincent’s uses the 1979 Book of Common Prayer as its standard form of worship 

www.stvc.org 


