
[Father’s Day] - As for Me and My House - Joshua 24:14-28  
I. INTRODUCTION 
1. Today is Father’s Day.

2. It seems that is doesn’t have the same importance of Mother’s 

Day.

3. Did you know


A. More calls on Mother’s Day than any other Holliday.

B. More Collect calls on Father’s Day…


ONE YOUNGSTER WHEN ASKED ABOUT FATHERS DAY, SAID, IT’S 
JUST LIKE MOTHERS DAY, ONLY YOU DON’T SPEND AS MUCH ON 
GIFTS.

4. Father’s Day for many is NOT a good day.

5. Memories from far too many are of a bad dad or even an absent 

dad.

6. I’ve talked about this before but I am SO THANKFUL that my 

parents led me to Christ in so many ways.

7. LISTEN TO THESE STATS THAT SOMEONE HAS TAKEN THE 

TIME TO FIND.

• 68 million of our nation’s 94 million men don’t attend any church. 

• This, in spite of the fact, that 86% of them grew up with some sort 

of church background.  

• Research has revealed that if a child is the first person in a 

household to become a Christian, there is a 3.5 percent 
probability that everyone else in the household will become 
Christians. Not very high at all. 


• If the mother is the first to accept Christ, the percent goes up and 
17 percent of the homes will see the remainder of its members 
trust Christ. 


• But if the father is first, there is a 93 percent probability that 
everyone else in the household will follow.




9. When father goes first spiritually, good things happen at home. 

10. Let’s all pray together that God will call even more men to spiritual revival 
and renewal. 

11. Never has there been a generation in our nation, where this has been more 
important than now.


A FATHER AND HIS SON WENT ON A FISHING TRIP. WHEN THEY 
RETURNED HOME, THE FATHER WAS TALKING TO A FRIEND AND AT THE 
SAME TIME THE SON WAS TALKING TO A FRIEND OF HIS. THE FRIEND 
ASKED THE FATHER HOW THE TRIP WENT, THE FATHER’S RESPONSE, 
ABSOLUTELY MISERABLE, WORST DAY OF MY LIFE. WE STRUGGLED 
GETTING THE BOAT READY TO GO, GOT TO THE LAKE AND HAD TO GO 
AND GET GAS, GOT OUT ON THE WATER LATE, AND ALL THE GOOD 
FISHING SPOTS WERE ALREADY TAKEN, FINALLY FOUND A PLACE AND 
THE LINES WERE ALL TANGLED TOGETHER, NO MATTER WHAT KIND OF 
BAIT I WAS USING, THE FISH WERE BITING ON SOMETHING DIFFERENT. 
THE SUN WAS HOT, AND THE MOSQUITOES WERE BITING, AND WE 
DIDN’T CATCH A THING. 


THE SON’S FRIEND ASKED HOW THE TRIP WENT, AND THE SON REPLIED, 
BEST DAY OF MY LIFE. DIDN’T CATCH A THING, BUT I GOT TO SPEND THE 
DAY ALONE WITH MY DAD.


II. AS FOR ME AND MY HOUSE 
1. Although he’s probably not the first we’d think about when it comes 
to Dad’s - Today, I want to look for a little bit at JOSHUA - So, turn 
with me to the book of Joshua 24:14. 

2. I was thinking about Father’s Day and I’ve been thinking a lot about 
leadership, choices, passion, and inspiration. I was then reminded of 
this passage in Joshua and realized that this is the perfect text to 
preach on today. Yes, it absolutely applies to the fathers here this 
morning. But it also applies to all of us here as we realize, together, 
what it means to follow the Lord. 

3. Let's set the stage - Joshua had just given a final address to all of 
Israel, encouraging them to stay true to the Lord and serve Him only, 
or there will be severe consequences. He then gathers all the tribes of 



Israel and all the leaders to meet at Shechem. He then proceeds to 
remind them of all that God has done for them beginning with Terah, 
Abraham’s father. 

4. This section is heavy with what God did for the Israelites. Don’t take 
this lightly. Understand what God is doing here. Here are some quick 
highlights: 

I took your Father Abraham...and led him I gave him Isaac 
I gave Jacob and Esau 
I gave Esau the hill country 

I sent Moses and Aaron 
I plagued Egypt 
I brought you out 
I brought your fathers out of Egypt 
I brought you to the land of the Amorites I gave them into your hand 

I destroyed them before you 
I delivered you 
I gave [the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites] into your hand 
I gave you a land on which you had not labored 
[I gave you] cities that you had not built 
[I gave you] cities that you dwell in 
[I gave you] the fruit of vineyards and olive orchards [that you eat but 
did not plant]. 

5. Joshua is reminding the Israelites who God is and who they are. 
How God is the one initiating, guiding, leading, and moving for them, 
for their sake. It is now, with this background that we get to our text 
for today. 

PLEASE STAND WITH ME… 
Joshua 24:14-28  

You may be seated - May God bless the reading of His Word. 

III. Letters to God 
 
1. Have you ever written a letter to God?




	 a. Throw it into the ocean

	 b. Maybe in a bottle

	 c. USPS


2. Even after all these years, I remember how much I loved those 
years where I didn’t really have any cares or worries. 

	 a. I was able to focus my life on following God. 

	 b. I chose to follow God and I was passionate about it. 

3. Looking back at those moments and comparing it to now, I see 
some differences. 

4. Many of them are good, but some cause flags to go up. 

5. Now one difference is that I’m not writing letters and throwing them 
into the ocean any more. 

6. But I also recognize that while I have no greater desire than to 
follow God and be used for His glory, that youthful zeal, that passion 
isn’t there all the time. 

7. But growing older is no reason for passion to fade. 

8. Getting married, obtaining a job, raising a family is absolutely no 
reason for passion to fade. For zeal to be swept under the rug. 

9. No, in fact our passion and our zeal for the LORD should be 
growing and growing. 

10. Joshua, when he addressed Israel with passion, was no longer the 
young, brave warrior who led the Israelites into the promised land. 

	 a. We don’t know much about Joshua’s Dad. SON OF NUN.

	 b. But read and compare the writings of Moses

	 C. And the stories from Joshua.

	 d. Moses had his father in law.

	 e. Joshua had Moses.

	 f. MEN OF GOD… Who are you mentoring?

	 

But lets look a little closer at what Joshua tells us: 




Joshua 23:1  
A long time afterward, when the LORD had given rest to Israel from all 
their surrounding enemies, and Joshua was old and well advanced in 
years... 


11. He is older and advanced in years when he gives his address to 
Israel. He is at the end of his life. 

	 a.  So number one - never lose your passion and zeal for the 
Lord. If you feel like you’ve lost it, or if you feel like you’ve never had it, 
then pray. Ask God to impassion your heart with a desire to know Him 
and make Him known. 

	 b.  And in a way, that is exactly what Joshua is calling the 
Israelites to do in our passage today. And it is a question that we need 
to ask ourselves. 


IV. GOD IS MOVING...AND WE NEED TO RESPOND 
 
1. Now remember the context. Joshua had just explained all that God 
had done for them. 

	 a. Just in case they forgot, God used Joshua to speak these 
words as a reminder of how it wasn’t the Israelites who grew 
themselves to be a nation. 

	 b. It wasn’t the Israelites who delivered themselves from Egypt. It 
wasn’t the Israelites who delivered themselves from the hands of their 
enemies. It wasn’t the Israelites who took the land. 

	 c. Who took the cities. 

	 d. Who gave them the fruit and the olives. 

2. No. It was God who did it for them. 

Joshua 24:14  
Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in 
faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the 
River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 




3. He’s calling the Israelites to make the obvious choice based on all 
that the LORD has done for them. 

Based on how he has led them, fought for them, delivered them, 
cared for them, the obvious choice should be that the Israelites fear 
the LORD, serve him, and put away all their false Gods. 

4. But Joshua knows people. He knows that this will not be the 
obvious choice for some. So he states it as clearly as he can: 

Joshua 24:15  
And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom 
you will serve. 

5. He lays it out for the Israelites saying it’s on them. It’s time. The 
facts have been laid out. They've lived through some of it, and they 
know the history of their people. It’s up to them to choose. Who will 
they serve? It’s time for them to make a choice. 

6. Will they serve the gods that their fathers served? Will it be the 
gods of the Amorites? Or will it be the living God who has cared for 
them and led them for all these generations? 

AS FOR ME AND MY HOUSE 
1. To us, this is an obvious answer. Of course serve the LORD! Why 
would you not? Being the leader that he is, Joshua informs the nation 
of his intent. Of his direction. Of how he will answer the question as to 
who they will serve. 

Joshua 24:15  
But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. 

2. Those words are not light and meaningless. I love seeing this 
sentence painted on walls of homes, on plaques, in picture frames, 
wherever. But we must not read this and think it is a cute, quaint little 
statement that can be made flippantly with no regard to what our lives 
look like or the decisions we make. The beginning of this verse shows 
the gravity of this statement: 

Joshua 24:15  
And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD 




3. If you think serving this all-powerful, good and loving God who led 
you to be a nation, then delivered you from all your enemies, then 
clothed you and fed you, and gave you cities and 

food is evil, then choose. What gods will you serve. Choose. Make a 
decision. Stand by it. Live by it. 

4. Then Joshua makes his statement. 
Can you see how it’s not just an instagram verse? Can you see that 
those words carry with it the weight of people who will not choose to 
follow the LORD? The passion. The zeal. The weight of these words to 
me echoes those passionate words spoken by William Wallace in the 
movie Braveheart. 

5. "Aye, fight and you may die. Run, and you'll live... at least a while. 
And dying in your beds, many years from now, would you be willin' to 
trade ALL the days, from this day to that, for one chance, just one 
chance, to come back here and tell our enemies that they may take 
our lives, but they'll never take... OUR FREEDOM!" 

V. COUNT THE COST 
 
1. You see, when Joshua makes his statement, “As for me and my 
house, we will serve the LORD” he is putting his foot down. He is 
calling his people to task. 

2. What would you do? Well here we see that the people are quick to 
respond. They are quick to acknowledge the history of how God has 
moved and how they will commit to following him. 

3. But you see, following God is not as easy as an emotional moment 
that causes us to speak shallow, ungrounded words. No, we’ve got to 
count the cost. We’ve got to understand what it means to follow God. 
What it means to say we will serve the LORD. Jesus said something 
similar in Luke about counting the cost: 

Luke 14:28-30 
For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and 
count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, 
when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it 
begin to mock him, saying, ’This man began to build and was a not 
able to finish.’” 




4. Joshua, in a similar manner, says some things that cause the 
Israelites to look deeper than simple emotions. To look at the heart of 
the matter and truly see if they are willing to follow God: 

Joshua 24:19-20  
But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD, 
for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your 
transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign 
gods, then he will turn and do you harm and consume you, after 
having done you good.” 


VI. FOLLOWING GOD IS SERIOUS 
 
1. WHOA! These are serious words. I think the words Joshua uses 
here are significant in that they teach us more about the character of 
God, the essence of who God is, and how following him is not an after 
thought. Choosing to follow God is not something we do flippantly. 
This may rub you the wrong way, but following God looks radically 
different from simply giving him one hour a week on Sundays. 

2. Following God is no joke. He is a holy God. He is completely set 
apart. He is a jealous God. He wants/demands your complete 
devotion. Why? Why does he demand your complete devotion? It’s 
the entire reason why you were even created. 

Isaiah 43:6-7 
[God says] I will say to the north, Give up, and to the south, Do not 
withhold; bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the end of 
the earth, everyone who is called by my name, home I created for my 
glory, whom I formed and made." 

3. We were created for his glory. He deserves our full devotion. He is a 
jealous God. 

Isaiah 48:9-11 
For my name’s sake I defer my anger, for the sake of my praise I 
restrain it for you, that I may not cut you off. Behold, I have refined 
you, but not as silver; I have tried you in the furnace of affliction. For 
my own sake, for my own sake, I do it, for how should my name be 
profaned? My glory I will not give to another. 




4. His glory is ultimate. He is a jealous God. Then the people quickly 
answer again that they will serve the LORD. So Joshua basically says, 
“Ok. You are witnesses against yourselves for choosing to follow God. 
This is your choice. This is what you want. It’s what I want, but I sure 
hope you are not taking this lightly.” 


VII. IF YOU CHOOSE TO FOLLOW GOD, THEN… 
 
1. Now it’s time for the Israelites to put their money where their mouth 
is. He continues: 

Joshua 24:23  
He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and 
incline your heart to the LORD, the God of Israel.” 

2. So you’ve really decided to follow the LORD Joshua says. Then 
some things have to change. You’ve got to put away the foreign gods. 
You’ve got to stop trusting in things other than the LORD. They cannot 
be reluctant about this. Putting away idols, putting away false gods 
makes sense...but doing it is another thing all together. 

3. Again the Israelites say they will do it, and so Joshua made a 
covenant with the people that day. 

TODAY 
1. So what does this passage have to do with us today? With Father’s 
Day? 

2. Well when I read this passage I think of leadership, I think of 
families, and I think of commitment in light of differences and 
opposition. These are things that are crucial to a Father. But in the 
same light, they are important to all of us. 

3. To both the Christian and to those who have not yet committed 
their lives to Christ, do you know all that the Lord has done for you? 
Do you know who it is we are here worshiping, honoring, and 
glorifying here today? 




GOSPEL 
1. For one, he created everything and he created you in the very 
image of God. 

Genesis 1:1  
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

Genesis 1:27  
So God created man in his own image 

2. Secondly, we have sinned against God. We have messed up. He 
has set the standard of living for us, and we have missed the mark. 

Romans 3:23  
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 

Romans 6:23  
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

3. Thankfully Jesus Christ came to be with us and live that life of 
perfection, that sinless life, that we were required to live, but could 
never achieve. He then went to the cross, dying the death that we all 
deserve because of OUR sinful life. 

Romans 5:8  
But God demonstrated his love for us in this: while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 

1 Peter 3:18  
For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, 
to bring you to God. 

4. And because of Jesus, if we place our faith, our trust in Jesus, then 
we can be forgiven our sins, and have eternal life. 

Romans 5:1  
Therefore since we have been justified through faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God, not by works so that no one can 
boast. 




5. This is who God is, and this is what God has done for us. And just 
as the last verse (Ephesians 2:8-9) says, this is ALL God’s doing. Not 
mine. Not yours. God’s and God’s alone. 


TIME TO CHOOSE 
 
1. Chesmont family, the moment has come. The moment has come for 
decision. As Joshua said to the Israelites, so I say to you, “Choose 
this day whom you will serve.”  
2. What is your answer? Will you serve the LORD? Are you able to say, 
in the face of doubt, in the face of opposition, in the face of differing 
opinions, “As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 

3. Or will you choose to serve other gods? Idols? Those things in life 
that we can so easily place our faith and our trust in. Things like: 
Money. Stability. Our job. Our spouse. Our kids. Our reputation. Our 
material possessions. What are you placing your trust in? 

4. I pray and I hope that today you are able to say no to idols and yes 
to God. “As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 

AND THAT BRINGS US TO THE TABLE 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